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POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT 

RESEARCH LABORATORIES COMPLEX 

MONASH, NORTH CLAYTON - VICTORIA 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1. 1 The project before the Committee is a proposal by the Australian Post Office to erect Research 

Laboratories at North Clayton, Victoria. This proposal covers four major low-rise buildings which 

will form part of a multi stage development, designed to meet the short and long term laboratory 

needs of the Post Office. 

1. 2 Subject to Parliamentary approval, the buildings will form a complex of specially designed 

structures, in a campus style setting, close to Monash University, with which a strong professional 

affinity exists. 

1. 3 At present the Laboratories are accommodated in eight old buildings in the inner city area of 

Melbourne. The lack of adequate space for orderly growth and the limitations imposed by these sub 

standard buildings and services places severe restrictions on the operational efficiency of the 

Research Laboratories. 

1. 4 The need to establish the Laboratories in a modern, stimulating and expanding environment 

has been recognised for some time. Approval of this proposal will lay the foundations for the develop 

ment of a modern telecommunications research complex. The project has been designed so as to 

provide the facilities and accommodation needed to meet the needs of the Department in respect of 

postal and telecommunications technology. 

2. ROLE OF RESEARCH/ .... 
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2. ROLE OF RESEARCH IN THE POST OFFICE 

2. 1 Development of the Laboratories 

2.1.1 The work of Research Laboratories commenced in a modest way in 1923 when a Depart 

mental Engineer was given the responsibility of providing specialist advice on the introduction 

of the thermionic tube and other newly developed electronic devices into the Australian tele 

communication network. This work commenced in some 300 square feet of space in the attic 

of the old Commonwealth Offices building in Treasury Place, Melbourne. The Laboratories 

were more formally established as a part of Headquarters in 1925 with a staff of five. This 

small group was charged with the responsibility of studying "the latest discoveries, inventions 

and developments in electrical communications" and advising the Chief Engineer of "those 

which are promising and likely to benefit the Departments' telephone and telegraph services". 

2.1. 2 In the intervening years of rapid technological advance the Research Laboratories has 

grown to the status of a Headquarters Sub-Division and in this year of the Laboratories Golden 

Jubilee, now employs a total staff of about 520. These are made up largely of professional 

engineers, physicists, chemists, metallurgists and technical officers, with support staffs 

consisting of tradesmen, programmers, trainees and administrative officers. The replacement 

value of the test equipment now used by the Laboratories staff is about $7.0 million, com 

prising some 7, OOO items. 

2.1. 3 Since 1923 the Laboratories have played a leading role in the development of new tele 

communication systems and the adaption of overseas inventions and techniques to mate h 

Australia's own particular needs. Some of the major national projects which were initiated . 
and developed in the Laboratories, and which are now an established part of the Australian 

communications network/ ... 
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