CHARTER TEN
" Girdle vround abaout the Zarth!

1t had long beern my ambition to travel the worid.
By the end of World War II I had had the apportumity to
vizit all the Australiarn capital cities and seen much of
aur wonderful country, but I yearmed to see other lands.

1951 was the begirminmg of a new era for me.

Az 1 sat irn the cabivn of the BEritisn Canadian
Facific Birline DCE, appropriately named “RMA Rdverntuwre’
o the tarmac at Mascot Rirport, Sydney, with Charles
Moses and Jack Donovarn o Saturday 17th February 1
thought of Termysaon’s Ulysses -

“ome, my friends

"Tise mot ton late to seek a mnswer world
Push off, anmd sittiwg well in order smite
The sounding furrows; for my pwepose haolds
Ta sail beyowmd the sunset, and the baths
(3f all the westerrn stars, until 1 die. "

We took off at liam in beautiful weather, with
slight cloud. Smen the Rustralian coast was fading from
view, a delicate study in blue and white. - carpet of
white cloud below with the blue sea showing thirough here
and there. Near the horizon a white strip of beach, a

blue live of hills, white clouds above and the oper bDlue

SRy . Goodbye Australial

We touched down For everimg dinmer at Fiji. White
clathed tables inm the semi-—opern airpoet lounge and an

atwosphere like a turkish bath. CGuiet—foocted native



walters with shocks of frizzy haivr and multi-coloured

shirts. Just time to eat and send a postcard home.

Travelling first—class, after take—off our bunks
were made up in the aircraft. Leats flattered out to
form double lower bunks and single bunks hinged curmingly
dowrn from the ceiling. Hoth were well closed in with

hamging canvas covers, and had ample storage for clothes.

Havirg crossed the internatiocrnal dateline overrnipht,
the next day was still Satwday 17th February. Wes
refuelled at Cantorn Island but I slept through it all ard
we larmded at Hormolulu at 1.25Spm local time. Each
passenger received the Captain’s Certificate by which
Himg Mepturne conferred the freedom of the Royal Demesrne
{Sky Sectiomi? ow the recipient by wvirtue of "erossairng the
lire”.

Morc:lual o

Hormolaliu was our first taste of American customs and
packagirg. Such practices were then unknown 1n
Australia. A reservalr of paper seat—covers in the wall
of pach toilet, a powdered socap ejector above sach wash-—
basir, coffee self-service in the Custaoms House, twin
cubes of sugay tightly wrapped in paper — and excellert
caffee.

We were driverr to Niuamalu Hotel "om the wrong side”

of perfect roades past vacant allotments full of beautiful



second hand cars at & few hundred dollars each. Mever
had we seen so many dazzling cars before. Juwr roons were
in isclabted bunpalows of about eight rooms each, =et
bereath cocornmt palms and cormected by cement pathways

1it at wight by guaint lanterns at oground level.

The diming room in the main bBuilding had very salid
bamboo furniture amd served American, Hawaiian or Chinese
foung, At mne end was a self-serviee salad bar with @
varieties of preen, red, yellow and orange salad foode
arranged ir contrast in polished metal bowls on & bed of
crushed ice. Thiz brightly—1it display was reflected 1in
aﬁ_mverhead irnclined mirraor, to be seen from every table
in the roon. lates were stacked beside, with five
varieties of sauces and dressings. This was my first
encounter with a smorgasbord. They were thewn urnkrnowrn in

Rustralia.

The Americarn currerncy took getting used to, in those
days of our pounds, shilling and pernce. We sooin foournd
that a hotel desk is wot the most economical place to
change CUrrerncy. The Australiarn pound was thern worth
$USS,. 23, but the hotel changed it For anly $2.000 Ta
post a letter home, I put a Z5 cent piece in & slot
machive and received sleven neatly packaged stamps of

various dencominations. Stuck to an envelape they left

1ittle room for the addressz!



While Charles looked up some friends, Jack and 1
mtrolied along Waikiki beach, past clean looking pink,
blue and cream hotel facades. The stars ang stripes
flying blatantly iw the breeze beyond the streteh of
silver sand, with beach umbrellas, supire sunbathers and
colouwrtul outrigger Canoes. We sat berneath a huge banyan
tree before the Moana Hotel armd sipped Budweiser Reer,
only a few yards from the lappirng water. Behind us was a
semi~circular polished greer cement dance floor with
couples lamguidly circling to the music and volices of a
Hawaiian guartet. The mer wore highly colouwred "Aloha
=hirts outside their trousers, with all marmer of motifs,
and the girls wore orchids or hibiscus in theiy hair.

The hookstall attendant told us that "Alaha” means not
mnly “goodbye’, but alsc "helle' and ever "I love you”,
gepending or the circumstances and envivornment. A highly

damngerous word!

Wher the bus drave us away, & Hawalian group on the
hotel steps played and sarng us farewell, and many
travellers had leis «f carnations or frangipani round
their necks. Nine hours in carefree, happy—go—lucky,

expertsive Homalulua is not ernough!

We found Charles at the airport complete with Aloha
shirt and carvmation lei. Ivi 1951 there was no television

ivi Homolulu.



Sarn Framcisco

Sleeping agairn on the aircraft, we circled the
heautiful Sarn Francisco barbour ard landed at 9. 45am on
Sunday. My Lynch, the fAustralian High Commissioner drove
e to the Sir Framcis Drake Hotel, through wide open
spaces with the mountains in the backgrownd. He took us
to the 18th flocor of the Mark Hopkins Hotel — "The Top of
the Mark" as they call it — to view the harbour with i1ts
two Ffamouws bridges, the Oakland RBay Bridge and the red
Golder Gate Bridge stamding out against the blue
mountains beyond. Those were the days before excessive
smog, and a group of islands stood ot orm the horizon of
SEea. Jack left us For mass, and Chariles and 1 went with
M Lyneh to his appactment to meet his family. Ther
droave through the Golden Bate Fark with ite Sunday corowd

of carefres picniclers.

That afterrnoon we slept. We reeded it!

In the evening we visited our First TV stat i,
KPIX, walking the ome-in-five grade styeets with
sidewalks grooved to guard against slipping. Moving daown
such slopes reguired a peculiar gaitb. Charles was
interviewed in the News telecast by William Winter. We
had a drivnk at "Lefty?’s” on the way back to the "Drake —
a typical Rmerican cocktail lownge with a barmarn who had
beeh im Australia during World War I1. Although bars
were opern nightly until Zam, apart from one deadbeat on

the footpath in the rnegro guarter we saw no "ehramiks " i



San Franclsco. v contrast to the Australianm "6 o’ claock
swill” of 1951, American drinking seemed orderly and

rivilised, and the beer was very light.

We frund San Framcisco and its pecple very like
Sydney, with its harbour arnd sloping strets, which were
very clearn, and many white builidings. Most rnoticeable
was the American habhit of saying "Y'r welcome”, in return
For a “thank-you”, and everyorne was mist friendly and

helpful.

We inspected TV statioms KRON-TV, KEO-TV and HKPIX,
ard their tramsmitters at Twin Feaks and San Bruno
Mountain — then established for oanly ome o two years.
Ive four days ouwr only taste of night 1ife was dirmer at
"Yenitos”, followed by a floos show at "The Driftin”
where we had ow- first experience of a mimed coanedy
performance by "Docdles and Spideryr’”. It was some Time
hefore we realised that they were not singing, and that

the voices were pre-recorded.

Ore day we wandered intc the urnderground car park
below Uniorn Sguare, near our hotel, with its four—level
parkimg for 2000 cars. There was a haole in the fioor
around a polished steel pole. A white overalled mechanie
walked smartly towards it, threw one arm around the pole
ard’ disappeared from view! Then we saw another mechanic
rise slowly thraugh another hole in the floor — standing

motiomless against a vertical conveyer helt. f most



efficient means of humas transportation between floors,
but I shuddered ta think what cur lifts arnd scaffolding
department would have to say about it! As we came cut
into the daylight arne of the famous cable cars clarnked
moisily up the steep slope of Powell SBtreet. In 1351 we
had v underground car parks and no cable cars in

Melbourme !

Jack and 1 left for Chicags by United Rirlines
skymaster at llam on Thursday. On the way to the airport
with us Chariles armournced "0Oh Lordy! 17 ve lost my
ticket'" We heliped him search his baggage in the airport
lounge, and he phoned the *Drake and asked them to search
Fis vooam, bDut to noo avails So o we took off without him,g
touching down at Balt Lake City, Denver arnd DOmaha and
landing at Chicago at tipm, where we booked in at the
Hotel Stevens. Next morning we had & telegram from
Charles — "Ticket unfournd expect arrive Chicago 7. 30am
Baturday". We had a stromg suspicion that this hiatus
was the result of a friermdship he had struck uap with an
attractive personality he had met at MGD studiocs,

Charles had great charm. He swepi people of f their feet

- a law urnto himself.

Chicago
" We had a »oom on the Z4th floor of the "Steverns
{ricw reviamed the "Corsead Hiltorn) facing Lake Michigern

across an expanse of park. I had rever slept on such a



high Filoacr before, and after looking down on the ant-like
human obhiects ivn Michigan Averue I placed a heavy lounge

chaiv in fromt of wmy window in case I walked in my sleep.

The atwmosphere was very different from San
Francisco. The streets were flat, the builldings dingy,
the air smoky. Trains thundered down a main street on

the overhead railroad.

Chicagn had become one of the certres for vnetwork
live TV producticorn, with programsmes relayed both tao the
eazt and the west. We spert three days inspecting WEN-TV
arnd WNRD studios and observing network production and
cutside broadceoast operaticns. Charles joirmed us at a TV
muteide—broadcast from the Liveoln Fark Zoo oo Sunday.
Jack arnd I had orne might out < Saturday at the
Blackstore Theatre where we saw & musical revuge 1n whieh
a1l the mer in the cast were paraplegics, performing in

wheelchairs —~ veterans from the US forces.

We were findiwmg an enormnous amount of information o
absorb, and had had only two nights free of TV or Flyirgy
since leavirng home. I sat up £111 3.45am writing rnotes
ivi o hotel soom on our last night irn Chicago, and my

first praper letter home - postoards were gquichkesr!



Toaramt o

Jack arndg 1 left Chicago at wmidday o Monday 26th
February, by a Trans Canada DC3 with very noisy Raolls
Royoce engimes, once againm without Charies. A noctice in

the plarme said "N{O SMOKING - DEFENSE DE FUMER?

Now the accent of the hostess was softer than

Americar, and she talked to some passengers in French.

Whern we landed at Torormto there were no hire cars o
drive us to the city from the aivport and we had to wait.

The Canadians were nob very helpful with our baggage.

When we entered the Royal York Hotel — “largest in the
British Empire” - with both arms ladewn, our hats blew off
in the cold north wind and no-one helped to retrieve
themn.

We were dog tired and retired early, sleeping t111l

10am on Sunday. Charles arrived just before midnight.

Toronta crn Sunday was dead — the snow-lirned streets
deserted, the shop windows urn—lit. Melbouwrne Sunday was
lively by comparilson. Our firset impression was of &
cold, irhbospitable city. Meals were much cheaper than in
USA but claothing seemed expensive. Bars clased from 6. 30
teo B.30pm and shut down at 1lpm for the riight. The
max imam temperature was around 2908, but the snow begar

te thaw dwrimg the day, making the streets horribly



slushy and slippery Ta walk on. Postage to Australia was

dovible the LSH rate.

Carnada had not yet commenced a TV serviece, but
plarming and comnstruction was well under way and the
Carnadiarn Erocadeasting Corporation expected to begin
services in Toronto and Montreal in 1352. However, mnore
tharm 40,000 TV receivers were in use in areas covered by
US television statiorns across the border — and this was
of some concern to the Carnadian Govervment who feared the
populaticn would beoome "Americanised”. We spent & week
at Toronto, having detalled discussionz with their key TV
persanmel and examining their plans. The Toronto TV
studios were at the foundatiorn stapge, with a preat hole
iv the ground matching the apern canyon down Yonge Street,

excavated for a fubwe underpround railway.

Toronto was to become the centre for produaction of
Eviglish lamguage programmes, and Montreal the centre for

the French cournterpart.

Or tws everings we all visited M E.b. RBushrmell (CBC
Dirvector General of Proprammes) and his wife at their
hegte in Forest Hill, a suburb of Foromto, to watcoh TV
reception from the Buffale station across the border - &8
miles across Lake Ontaric - and recepbtion was remarkably
goed . This was our firet opporturnity to watch a TV
pragramme as domestic viewers — because at Saw Framcisco

artd Chicago we had seen TV only from the production and



o

1 side, At tire Hushnells we saw a live variety

LT
whow, Helen Haves acting in a play “"Mary of Bootiand, &

getective Fillim, and a news Sesslon . We succumbed to the

Fryprnotic fascination the 17" storeer, but we were able

to idermtify techwnical problems 1n morizantal streakilng oF

Fiphliphte and nalo arcund merked contrasts in the

i

monochroms pilcoture, Tre rnewsreader 1ilustrated the

gifficulty of satisfactoory presentation of news N TV,

3 Torormta Supervising Engilvesr,

e HMilliard, the

was very helpfal. We atitended & cocktail party at the

— - +

¥

Uriversity Club, and on the Saturday were driven Dy Harry

Foyle of the UBC to Buffalo vaia hiagara Falls.

Unfortunately the day was overcast and wet and the
visibililty poo. The famous Horgeshos Falls were OQreen,
and the spray arcse like a cloud of dense white mist.
The woise. like thunder, gives Niagars Falles its name -

3

Americarn indiam for Ygreat thundering waters”.

ok Buffalo we were entertained tao dirmer at the
Statler Hotel by Mr Steinoerg, conductor of the Buffalo

Symphony Orchestra, and returmning too Toronto we wertt o

mirnutes of an 1ce

the Stadium and watched the last
Mockey mateh - beautifully pracefual and inocredibly Tast -
o & pure white rink with red and biue playving lines. e
were told that the ice could be wmelted in the morning to

crepare the yink for a circus a few hauwre tater. Surmday



Fuily ocoupied catching up on notes and

Coyye s ot erce.

We Flew the shiort distaonce ta
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v Tyarns Camads
o FMomday Stk Macoh at 7am, agsin without Chavles, ta
stay at the Chateau Lauwrier — a delightfally French
rhateau—like puilding with thick snow covering the roof

amd barked-up 1n the corners and crevices of the walls.

Jack arnd I visited the Gustralisn High Dommissioner,
My Framk Ford, to collect a further very mecessary dallar
abvarnce antl irnspected the plant of the Canadian Natilonal
Film Board which was to be usea extensively 1n TV film

a1 oris. Charles arrived aboot midnight.

On Tuesday, after Further discussions on Film
sperations, we all were driven round the city in the High
Commissiconer? = car, had drinks at his bhaome and then
divrer with bim at the Rideau Club ~ & typieally English
sErvirarament, We liked Otiawa very much — a great
improvement on tevrse Toronto - but we learned how
treacherous thick soow can be when it besgins to thaw. i
samb down o omy krnees awnd nad to empty ice-coold water
Froam my shoes. Dttawa women wore fuav—tapped boobs over
their shoes aved looked like puss-in~boots orn the srdaw-

covered pavemenit. Grow plougns were busy all day ain the

treet.

1

ifl



Morntreal

Trams Carnada tomk us o Monmtreal on Wednesday 7th
March, this time with Charles. We booked inm at the
Wirndsor Hotel and immediately attended a CBC conference
which was swrveying their plans for TV and which

corntinuved on the fallowing day.

Dur five days in Montreal were roteworthy for the
discussions we had with M- Alphonse Ouimet, Chief
Eviginesr and Coordinator of Television iri the CRO. I
weell remember when, during the first few minuwtes of Quwe
discussicns with him, he cpered the drawer of his desk,
temk out a bottle of milk, poured bhimself a drink and
said “Dom*t let this happern to you'!" He reminded us that
television had become known as “the ulcer game’. He was
a philosapher and a fine erngineesr, most constructive and
dowri—to—earth with his advice, and his analysis of the
characteristics reguired iw individual members of a

teleavision orew left a lasting impression.

3l phonse Duimet subsegquently visited Australia in
December 1954 at the invitation of Charles Moses "to tell
the ARC how TY was working in Canada”. He was then

General dMarmager of CBRC.

A1l CERC persormmel in Montreal were extremely

helpful, friendly and considerate. They took us to

divmrer several fimes and we responded by having Dr Frigon



(CEE General Manager), Me Ooimet and Me Ulive (OBC
Director Gemeral of Evgineering) to dinner at the

W e s,

We had many irnteresbting discussions about the
languane problem 1 anada, and the perenn ial comflict
hetwean French arnd English spesking Canadians. ey af

the Montreal personnel were bi-lingual bud Monbresl was

Iy

i,

e French, fjust as Toronto was more Ewolish. The
traditiconal rivalry between these two cities was 1n soms
ways Like that between Hydrey and Melbowrne. Floanh real

was more like Sydwey — Toronto more like Melbourne.

(bt awa, like Canberva, was the mest in the sandwioh. The
atmosphere in PMontraal was carefiree — Sunday wags &

lively as any day in the week — and the bi~lingual street
sigme pave it a cogmopolitan &ir. We loved Montreal, and
the CHRO peresormel were particularly helpful bhecause they
gave u4s the resulbts of their mwn investipations into the

pest way to pian for TV.

(i the Saturday M $live drove us all to St Adele, &
skiing resort in the Lawerntiarn Mountalng. Aes we entered
the heavier snhaw, Olive had to put obains on ris car
wheels. [t was & beantifully surmy day and we sat and
=ipped beer in fromt of the Chanticles - very Frevnch
tooking with its turrets, and Huilt of a arey stone not
wrlike our Melbouwrne bluestone — as wWE watched the skigrs
nlide silently down the Smow cavered siopes o the frozen

jlake. The hRouses scattered o the distant STDREA R R =i o'



slopes were brightly painted 1n reds and yellows with
red, blue and greern shingle roocfs — a delightful contrast

to the pure white background of smow.

That evening we went to see the Ice Hockey at the
Mormtreal Forwum, where the Canadians beat the Chicago
Elack Hawks to the delight of the spectators, then supper
at the Chickern Barbegue on Mount Royal with Messrs.
Odette and Valiguette of the CBEC and their French-

speaking wives.

Ori the Sunday I went for a walk to MeBill University
where the late Stephen Leacock, my favourite humourist,
was professor of political science. I marvelled &t the
plague set in the wall in memory of Lord Rutherford,
professor of Physics 18%38-1303, then climbed up the snaw
covered slope and 216 steps to the top of Mount Royal -
where sguirrels scampered up and dowrs the trunks of the
1pafless silver birch and elm trees, frisking asocross the
sriow wWith their grey tails plumed out behind them. The
sguirrels were a delight, guite tame. They came to me
wher [ made a clicking noise and sat up, bolding nuts in
thair little fromt paws, black shiming eyes 1w brown
faces with the speckly grey tail curling right up over

their grey backs.

1 drank in the wonderful view of the city below and
the 5t Laurence River in the distance. The light=z were

pegivmning to come on as the mist rose from the river, and



the thump, thump of horses® hooves 1n the snow
acoompanied the jinplinmg of bells on tourist sleighs
coming up the mountain roead which is bamned to motor
traffic. This beautiful spot was to be the s=ite of their

television tranemitter.

New York

We booked ivm at the New Westorn Hotel at the corrmer
of Madisorn Avenue and ES0th Street, oon the 14th floor.
The three of us had & suite of rooms. We had peern met at
La Buardia Airport by Nell Flemwing, an ageirng but
vivacious and charming former soubrette of the Australian
musical comedy stage who was the very efficient ARC
represemtative in New Yorbk, She proved to be a wornderful

help irn establishing contacts for us in this great city.

Ory the following day we called on the Australian
Corenl Gewmeral, Berneral Smart. ard made contacts in the
CES and NEBS television metwirks. That everning I went
with Charles to Carwegie Hall to hear the FPhiladelphia
Dvechestra conducted by Eupene Grmandy, with the pianist
Solomon playimg the Zng Brahme concerto. Gharles took me
backstage afterwards and we met Ormandy, Bolomaor, William
Sohumar lwhose 3rd symphony had been played) and Bermy
Goodmar. The ocrehestrs had o ret:rn to Philadelphia
that night, ard we walked to the railway station with
them and had supper at the station restaurant with

Crmandy and his wife. Thie was the fFiret of my seversl



free musical experiences on this world trip, made
possibkle by the multitude of contacts Charles had iv the
music world, With my consuming love of music they left

impressions I have wnever forgotten.

We spent three weeks in NMew York, the mDét hectic
part of cur trip. There was so much to do and see, with
six major television statioms, live rnetwork productions,
eguipment manufacturers and the most experienced TV
personnel iy the wooeld. We maw many productions at WNET,
WORS-TV and WJIZ-TV of the three major networks end at the
independents WOR-TY, WRIX and WAEBD. We visited Hliengl
Eyvoe, to discuss lighting eguipment and the Johns
Marville Sales Corporabion to discuss aiy conditioning
for studios. e saw demonstrations of field-seguential
cologr TV at CES Studios armd dot-sequerntial campatible
colour TV at the Hazeltine Laboratories at Little Neok.

I attended a colows TV symposium at the Convention of the
ITrmstitute of Radioc Engineers. During owr stay ivn New
York we saw TV coverage of the Costellc court enguiry in
what was Hrown as the Hefauver Hearing - a foretaste of
the power of televisiow in relation to judicial
sngulries. I had accumulated 70 pages of rnotes in New

York alone.

Jack arnd I =pert mast of ocowr spare time together -
Chatles usually had other commibtments. ke spent our
Firet free mnight exploring Broadway -~ the "Great White

Way'" which sune the lergth of Marhattarn Island from north



Lo south - and Times LSguare. Here was surely bhe most
wornderfal coltection of electric sigos 1w the warld, and
all the colours of the ralnbow. A man's face iv oa hage

Camel

poster, puffing out smoke vings ta advert:
Cigerettes, Little Lulu iv electric lighte pulling outb
Hieengx Tissues, liguid lioght pouring ocut of & gigantao
besr bottle, a lighted ribbon of naws rurrming rownd the
top of the Times Building. Iv 1981 thie was shesy mapgic!
Marmy shops opers 24 howrs, and the streets full of people
at midmrght.

MNew York was a ity with »o trains or trams 1v rte

I

trests, only busss, taxris and cars blowing thelvr borns

I

twice. Steamw vising 1in wisps from steel marboles and
turncocks im the vroadways - visible eviderncs at maight of
the shteam heating in city buildings. Chicken and ham and
plueberry pie amd every brand of whisky in the world -
but steak grilis costing the easrth!

We had beern pivern a room to wse &g an offic

]

vy the
E3rd Floor of the Interwaticonal Buildaing in the
FRockefeller Cenbre which comprised & grougs of 105
Buildimgs on more bthan 18 eores between F1ifith fAvenus and
Avernue of the Americas and betweern 48th and Zlet Strests
~ vt Far From owr haotel. We had a marvellows view of
thizs forest of shkyscorapers.

e the ewnd of owe First week, 1n the cowrse of &

television discussion., J.R. Foppels;, Vice Fresident and



Chief Engineer of WIR-TV, said to all three of us "Say,
whiat have you guys seen in New York?" We said we had

seer Times Sguare and a couple of shows on Broadgway.

He said "Yes, but why don’t you take a look at the
place? Go up the Empire Btate Builgding. Take a launch
tyip rownd Manhattan. You might never come this way

agair. Relax over weekends and look arcund!”

We took his advice. Mext weekend was Easter
weekewnd, and Jack and I took & pleaswre oruise around
Marnhattarn Islanmd, passing under the wirneteern bridges
which link it to the mainland and Lorng Island on either
side, listewing to a three~nour discourse on everything
that seemed to be the world's biggest, the world’s
lomgest o the world’s highest — but never the world's
cldest. ke marvelled at the Statue of Liberty, the
multi-steried skyline and the three levels of yoadway
that skirt the islamd on orne side like decks on an ocean
going 1iner. O Suwnday morning we watched the Easter
Farade downs Fifth fiverue — a farntasy of fancy dress with
womern wearing the most cubrageous hats and posing for
photographs ~ then gazed fascinated at the shating on the

opern sunken rink at the Rockefeller Centre.

We took the two—stage elevators to the B&th floore of
theEmnpire State Building and locked down orn Manbatten

through the afternocoen mist,



i

Shopping at Macev's, which was no bketter than our
Melbouwne Myer Empoceium, we had difficulty with o
accert. Everyone thought you were Ewglish, as wou didn’t
Mave an American oot Canadian accent, and shop assistants

reopard the English as s aobject of fum,

! bouwght some dress lewngths for Fhyll and Chris and
a wnylon blouse, stockings, shirt and ties. Ny lor was
urkrowr ther 1 Melbourne. Faoldivng umbrellas — thern a
mevelty ~ for Phyll and Marjorie, cooloured "Viewmaster"
fairytale and travel slides with a stergcscoplic viewer
for Chris, arnd LP records for myself - 1 hadr®t yet

bought a pick-up to play these, which were something new.

vy arriving ivw New York I was delighted to receive
letters from Phyll arnd Chris, but very concerned to hear
that dad had ertered hospital in Acelaide on Februaary
23rd with kidmey frouble, and subseguently dndeyrgone an

operation which was hopefully successful.

Jack and I spent the next Bunday aftervocon strolling
thraough the tws and a half mile long and half mile wide
Cerntral Park; and inspecting the Zoo there. It is
wmesibhle to actually feel you are in the couwndry in
Cerntral Park, right irn the middle of the biggest city of
the westerrn world. We talked to the sguirrels and, for
the time being, forgot television, Then we visited 5t
Patricks Cathedral anmd St Thomasz' Episcopal hurch, both

o Fifth Bvernues. I had an agreement with Jack - I would
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b Remar Catholic cohurches with bim i he would

y
0
o

ect Arnglican churches with me. The Episcopal Churoh

ie the American version of the Chweeoh of Ewngland -
without the leadership of the Hritish Sovereign. Jack

and I hit it off o well topsther.

We all wernt bto see Dom Giovarml at the Metropolitan
dpera House and sat v the Gerneral Manager’s boot, with
supper afterwards at & bar rurn by Jack Dempsey. the
Former world champiorn heavywelight boxer whom Charles knew
persaonally — and to a recital by Herold Blair the

fustralian aboriginal tenor at the Town Halli, where

Cherles was guest of hormowus.

Charlies violted Atlante over Easter. He returned on

o =23

Caster Monday on the &, 30am plame wiith a very bhad cold,

Pt insisted o going o the AEC office. Melr Fleminyg
aent Rim back to the MNew Westor to oo to bed at noon, and
Jack and 1 went out to do some shopping. We retuwrned at
Gom to find Charles looking very sick in bed, with Nell
wa it i o B afteyr tea Jack and I took NMell to The
ABroadway Theatre to see "Green Fastuares’, & marvellous

memro allegory abowt Heavern, with an all regro cast. We

returned to ocur Botel at midaight, to fivd Charles) woom
emptya He had gone out in tThe snoaw o & Farewall ooncert

-

by HMirsten Flagstad!! Btyanpely smnough bhe seemed nona

[k

thee worse for it mext moryaing.



o

Ourivig thoze three weeks in New York Jack and I saw
thvree octher excellent plays om Broadway - "EBEilly Rudd", =
brilliarmt play largely in blank verse, kased on the rnovel
by Hermear Melville and starrimg Dermis Hing with Lee
Mavvivig "The Happy Time", & play about Frewnch Canadians,
with kEva Gabory and "Beccownd Threshold”, a play about

middle age, with Clive Erook.

"Rilly Budd" was adapted from the rovel by two young
Frimoetorn mraduates, bat after runming at the Riltmore
Theatvre for omly & month it was abouwt to close becauvse of
pocr boxk-affice, despite suapport from the-CPiticg. Thie
actors accepted drastic salary couts to keep the show orn,
ard produrers succeeded in atiracting morye backing.
Srhocliteachers urged their classes to ses the play. 1 A
resnlt business perked up and the closing was postponed.
The story has since beern made into a Film and also an

TEEra.

Orie evening I went to Hadio City Music Hall in the
Ruckefeller Centre to see Fred Astalre and Jame Fowell in
the film "Royal Weddiwg”, and the elaborate Easter stage
presentation with the famous "Rockettes” troupe of

precisior dancers. Thice was & cirnema par excellence.

0n the eve of St Patrick’s Day (17th March) the
white line down the centre of Fifth Averue was painted
green for five city blocks, a traditional preparation for

the amiual processicon next dav. Ivs the early hours of



the morring a grodap of communists painted it red, and the
police had to organise an emerpency second coat of greer.
There are many Irishmern in New York, and they wear oreen-

dyed carmations on 8t Patrick's Day.

Iv our second week in New York Jack and I went by
train to Washingtorn ~ a four ours Jowrney - for
discussions with the Australian Military Missiorn on the
importarnce of a televisicon industry to the deferce of the
country, amd for discussions with Federal Communications
Coammission persormel. We had dirmer with Colin Moodie -
ther a diplamat at the Australian Embassy. I bhad rung
Colinm bhefore lemaving Mew York, and I was a guest
overnight in his appartment. We thought Washirngton a
eautiful city, with tree-lined roads winding up hill avict
down dale between lovely GFeorglan homes. When Jack left
For his hotel, snow was Falling. This waszs ows Tirst
ercourter of arn actual svow Fall am the trip - lovely
dowrsy flakes that speckle youn ciothes — as light as air.

We returned to New Yoork next day, dining an the fTirain,

On cur last Satwrday in New York Jack and I went to
see the great Rodgers and Hammersiteln musical "South
Pacific”, starring Mary Martin and Ray Middleton at the
Majestic Theatre. Charles had already seewn it. Thiz was
the currernt "smash hit" on Broadway, and you hesed
messenger boys whistling the airs from it all aover New
Yok in later years when I encountered Jack he always

grested me with "There 1s nothing like & dame,” and T



wonnld o yeply "MNothing in the weerld” - guotaticons from one
of the hit rnumbers in the show. It was a wonderfual end to

three wornder Tl weshks,

harivg owr gtay in New York the Rmericans wers
worderfully helpful and disarmingly informsl. It
regulred omiy & phaone call o abtaivn an invitation o =z
disoussion at wery shoort rnatice. They were framk and

pgerercus with their advice and exceedingly hospitable.

MNell Flemirng came to the airport on Monday End April
ton Farewsll us when we departed for Londos on the ROAC
dovble~decksr strataooruiser "Morarch” at 4. Z0pm. e
slept in our sesats dwing the 12 hour flight and were met

by Bill Bearup the ABL London represenstative at Lordon

Rirport at 2. 30am Greenwich Time.

o on

Orivimg up to Lovgdon from the adrport gave us the
uncanny fesling of coming bhome. The ouber subuwrban
stresbs were iiHe South Melbourwe or Jodimont, with
vecapnizairle architecture and people who locked like us!
Leondoy buildings were exactly &5 we sxpscted them to be.
The bDright red double-dechker buses were the only splashes
oF moloogs in bthe streetes of smoky-—grey buildivgs, but

what a thrill it was o pasz Buckingham Falace,

"

Westmineter Abbey, Trafalpar Sguare sond FPicocadiliy

Civeaus! We felt that wmothing in London failed to come

Tt



to expectaticns. There was a sclidity about it that was
migsing in the UBR. The taxis were certainly a Jjoke
after the heated coes in America, but they tuwwned raund
almost on a sixpence and they wevre &1l the same — black,
with &n opeEn lugpganpe space beside the dyiver, a deep
passenger spaceg with twoe extra Flap-—down seats behind the
driver's glass—topped partition, and & universal dreiver's
"urd Form” - cloth cap pulled well down, thick greatcooat
aridk muaffler, They meeded this to kReep out the winter

calad, and they Enew Londorn like the back of youwr hand.

(i1l Bearup drove us to ouwyr hoetel — Brosvernor House
inn FPark Lane. Here we ad ouwr first taste of British
class distinctbions. Whern we were about to sign the
ragister the rather superior reception clerk called “"Fage -

Take the gentleman’s coat!” Bill was & wonderful help in

Lardorn, as Nell had beswn in New York.

Hyde Favlk, opposite Grosvernor House, was fringed
with daffodiles growing wild, and mnaot a soul would dream
of micking them! Daffodiles iv window boxes - Manovey
Sguare Full of golden tulips., We found meat was scarce
angd esxpensive in 1951, Venisorn was sold in most

recstaurants.

Or owre First day we luanched with Rill Bearup and
R, Y. MoHay {well settled in Landon?) at "Dimpsons on the
Strand" - renowned restaurant oo businese lLwehes. Ir

the evening Charles took us to hear "Tosca"” at the LDovent



roaer lpera House and introdguced us to the star, Hilda

Zadek, in her dressing roocn afterwards.

Rithounn there was thern only ong televigion service
ivi England -~ Tthe BHBEL tramemithing the same pragramme 19
Lomdor avd Bivmingban — we Found it necessary to spend

thyee weskse thevre 1in o-der to cover the ground latd dawn

ed

&

im our terms of reference, and this necessita
abitaiving approval from the Dirvector Gerneral foor an
extensicn Lo our itinerary. 1ie was piven readily.

The main vresson for this veguivement for more tine
was the differernce in temps belweesr the Amecrican and
British methods of providing anformst o, Whereas the
fimen-icarns had been fravbk and informal and ready to
arrange discussions at the drop of & bat, we Ffound their
Britieh counterpartes rathey guarded, very formal and
maticulous about aveani inmyg businsse discusesiaoms with due
motice and doing everything "iw the vight way'. ALt hough
Lhey wers anxious to be helpful, we found this adherence
to formalities sometimes exasperating. Th was the
difference between the new woerld asnd the old, between the
“po—getting” approach of the PHmericans and the

comservatisn of the British.

The hest of the American live TV programmes — such
as pigh-budget drama and variety - were as pood as the
Fritiah, bt the Americarn staff involved was considerably

time allochted to preparatiorn and ralhearaal




product ions. Loy

prcrnranmes compared
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studice converted to television use in 19951 and thesse
were two to three times as big as the Alexandra Palare
studios., Three others were about to be coanverted For TV,
fliv H. . Baker, Assistant Superintendant Engivesr,
Television, was particularly helpful in ghowing s the
Lime Grove facilities and discussing requireméntgn I
maivtained & correspondence with him for some years

afterwards.,

Wee had & most interesting discussion wibth the BEC
civil engirnesr rejoicing in the intriguivng riame of
Marvrmadubke Tudsbery Tudshery, about their plans for new
studic buildirnps on 13 acres of the White City =ite at
SEhepherds Bush whers npother attended the Franco-British
Exbiibpition is 1308, The plan forr the studio building,
shaped like a guestion mark, evalived from tﬁybughtful
goodling on a plan of the zite sketched on an ernvelaope by
Mr Graheam Dawbary (the architect appointed by the BECY,
iv a 1242 discussiory he had with Mr Tudsbery. In the
ciroular part of the plarn there weres to be seven large
studiocs with assceiated control rocos. The scenery
facilities were to be in a sepsrate block which would be
constructed firvet to serve the existing Rlexandra Palace

and Lime Grove s=tudiocs.

We saw many live programmes of all types in
rehearsal and producticon at Alexandra Falace and Lime
Gyrove, and oubside TV broadossts at Regentts Park Zoo and

the Wembly Socoer bDtadiam.



A weehk after arriving in London I received letters
fraoam mother, Phyll ang Chris. Dad bad mnow Dbeer in
hospital for six wesks, but mother sounded hopefual fooo
1S PECTVETY. Mext morrming Helvin Smith vang From Roy

MoeHay?s office to give me the sad rnews that dad had

i

passed away overnight om Apvil Tith. Fhyll rang me o
the overseas phone, and 1 rarg mother as soomn as 1 was
alxle to get thyough. I said 1f she weeded me wgently T

wonld come home at onee in response to o a cable. Mother

sounded shochked but compoesed, and she had Marjorie with

\n

her. I wrote hey & laong letter which she replisd to on
the 12th. My urncle Jack, dad’s youngsest braother, helped
mothey with the rnecessary avrangemnents. Dad’s «ld fivm
were very considerate and Mr Mitchell wernt to Adelaide
foor the fumeral. I promised moathers I woald Join her
immediately I returned on May 2nd, bat as she was being
well cared for I felt I shoald discharge my

responsibilities to the Department first as there was

st111 mueh to be done.

We wvisited the factories of Pye at Cambridge, EMI at
Hayes awd Marconni at Chelmseford - the three major English
manufactwrers of TV esouipment — and Strand Electric in
Covent Garder, supplisrs of lighting sguipment. EmI
genconstrated & G5 live flying spot scarmer for 35mm Film

But not for 1Gmm.

After cws visit to the Fye factoary at Cambeidge,

Jack armd I wanderved rocund the guadrangles of Hing's



a

Czxllege arnd Trinity before catoching the drain back to
Looondor. When we visited the EMI Tactory at Haves with
Charles we had lunch with 8ir Ernest Fisk (then Marnaging
Directa@, Elisabeth Schwarzbaopf the famous Viernese
soprrans and hen hosband Walter Legoe who was in oharge of
EMI recording. So owe were often able to combine business

with pleasure.

T a larpe extert ocur BRC discussions and
irzpections were governed by detailed itimeraries
prepaved by senior BEC persommel, & form of regimentation
which was rather irvikszome after the informality of our

Rmerican movenents.

We had discugssionme in Broadceastivg House (the BEC
neadguarters amd sound studios in the beart of Lowmdorn)
with Bir MNoel Ashbridge, Dirvector of Techrnical Services,
Ceorge Barrnes, DRirvector of Television and marny senior
membierse of their =taff. They seemed to rvegard thig
invasion TFrom down arder” as an iateresting novelty. I
rememnbhey George Harnes, whon be First met gse outside the
Building, saying jovially "Do I see some bhroad-brimmed
hats?" In those days bats were still fashionable, and
the brims ofF the Australian variety were prabably wider
tharn waorn in England. The Enplieh image of the averange
Australiarn was assoclated with sheep-stations and

stockwhips.
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Eivmingham to Stratford-upon-Avorn and booked in at the
"Guarns Nest" Hotel cverleooking the placid Avorn River,

with its white swarms gliding majestically.

That Friday wnight I went to the Memorial Theatre,
just acrocss the river, and saw a magnificent pevformance
at Bhakespeare’s "Henvy IV, FPart I", starring Richard
Burton as Privnce Henry with fthony Guayle as FalstafF
and Michael Redgrave, Ravmornd Westwell, Rosalind SAtiimson
arid Harbara Jefford. In 1351 those names meant little and
were virtually wurnkmown in Bustralia. Next day T explored
the Guild Chapesl, Shakespearse’s house and Rrv Hathaway's
+

Far Lo

cottage, Hut concloaded that Stratford w

a1
in

commercial ised.

I caught & bus to Chipping Campcdern and spent a
delightfal and pesceful afternoorn wanderimyg vound thig
charming unspolled Cotswold village with itz warm hoomey -
coloweed stone buildings and thatohed cottape roofs. I
had just taken a photo, and asked am elderly local
atrolling past "What =street i this?" He ecratehed bis
head and said "I daon't rvightly krnow I thirnk 1t must be

*igh Street!®

Im a little village like this, almost uncharnged
sinmee the 14th century, you don®t need street nanes.
Everyamie Hnows everyorne, antd that'szs all that matters. I
climbed the hills on =2ither side arnd locked down ov this

handful of humarnity wmestling in & vale of the Coltoswsld



!

pu—r

12, with i1tz thatched roofs and smoike rising From
chimneys as it has for E00 yeare. A stndy in the beauty

of simplicity. This was my most memocrable day in

Britair.

it was eipht miles to Moreton—irn-Marsh railway
station on the main lire to Lorndorn via Oxford. I askerd
where I could get & taxi and was told "Rt the Lin'n
Arrmes. I wernt searching the main street for an i
gigsplaying a leg ard arms sipry, only to find that it was

T

"The Lypon Arme” they referred me o In Melbouwrne we

provicunce Lygorn Street as Y"Lig-gorn Street. The
Bistorical oripin has been lost in colomial history.

Reaching Oxford by the evening trairn, T booked iw at
the Randoclph Hotel. Cxford streets were deserted oan
Saturday night, and mext morning whern I came down to
breakfast the diving roaom was deserted o, R waitress
gave me an urwieloomne stare - I was told breakfast was
ok i Mot havirng kept up with the local news I bad nat
realised that daylight saving had begun at mignight, and
ray watch was wniocw arn hows =1ow. I had to be content with

tea and marmalade o boast.

Duforad I found completely different from anything |
Rad imagined ~ a town within a university - shops and
bugimess houses intermingled with college architecture of
urmparalled oceauty. Ouford has been called the city of

dreamning spiras. It i=s more than that, It nowrishes the



oot s of the wmation. I wandered around no less than 1B
colleges. At & o clock on that Sunday everning all the
bells in Hzavern seemed to glve voloe &t once 1nm & sSoore
of differernt tores. R plape for meditatiorn. The true
university abtmosphers, and the townspeople are part of it

= amnd kvioa 1%

I had divmer at "the Trocut”, a charming old 12th
certury inm at Godstow on the banmks of the Thames, 3
miles From the cerbtes of Oxford. Catching the late train
back 4o Lowmdorn I vreached Paddiwmgton Statiocn at midnight,

afteyr arn everbhful weehkewnd.

I loocked up o olg feiemd of the family, Rath
Blhivmer, who was working in London and living in &
Belgrawve flat with some other Rustralian girls, half a
miie from Buckingham Falace. Jack and I took Hath tao

Tumch awd dimnee durion cour =2bay arnd we hagd tea with the

companied us to the Tower of

U
0

girles at their Flat. Hath

Lomdorn and to see "Riue for a Boy. It was good to have

T

a friemd of my own age who "knew the ropes” in this great

city.

fhne night Grervilile Williams of the EBEC Coclonial
Service took Jack and me or a "pub orawl” to five of

Lowmdon?s classic English pubs — a1l different and each

Wwith a character of i1ts cwr. We had become used to

J

Eviglang’s relatively warm besv, but it’sz the company and

the atmosphere that cowats. Ore weekernd we were drivers



throunh bhesutiful Suevcey by Beresford Olark of the BRC to
zee their Receiving Station at Tatsfield, arnd on the way
back we visited Hampton Couwrt and inspected the gigantico
18% vears old OGireat Virne, which grows wader a canopy of
nlass with its rootg fertilized in a large empty plat

autside.

We marnaged to fivmd time to visit the new Festival
Hall, thern nearing completice for the Festival of H%itaim
later inm 1291 ow the scuth bank of the Themes; anc
shopped 1n Oxford Street. I bought a Decca three speed
turntable amd migrogroove pick-up (with interchanpgeable
heads for 78rpr) for the WP records purchased in New

Yok

The winter 'had beern Britain’z wettest for 80 vears,
bat aur last Sunday in London was a beautiful day. We
had been invited to Twnch with M and Mrs Beresford Clarvk
irn Hernsimgton, and on the way passed a troupe of Life
Guerds riding towards Buckingham palace orn their black
horses, their white-plumed helmets rodding as the horses
marched in time and their scaorlet cloaks looking very
smart in bthe bright suarlight. Fathers and sons were
=ailivigg model yachts on the Round Pord in Hewmsington
Gardens. Bfter lunch we visited Hensingtorn Palace and
walked dowr the staire which the young Victooia desrended
to learn she was Bueewr that morming a hundred years

be fare.



LI ety

everning in London Jack and | went to S5t
Hauwl’s Cathedral to listern to Evenszong before attending a
farewsll cockbtgil party. e dteTt Lmﬁdom airport by the
Spm BEA flipht to Paris oo Tuesday 26th April, having
left some excess baggage with Bill Beasup for retuars bo
Australia by sea.

Faris

Reaching Faris alrport at 4,40 we bhooked iv at Hotel
Latti inm Rue de Daztiglions, just avownd the pormer firooum
the Gardern of the Tuileries. e were wvery anused by the
formalities of this Parisiar Hotel. Ushered ivto the
office of the mamager, we sat in Front of his desk while

he took dowe the detaills of cur stay, which we

[¥f]
n
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g
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three mights corly. The sams formalitise were obsevved in

present ion o account whern we teft.

¥
d

That wight Jack and 1 wewt to the 1w de Fayris Lo

see & revue, "Gay Faris”, starving the OQmerrican Placy
Meade., We arvived after the first ftws rnumbers, Lot the
staging was magnificent and the show very muach along the
limes of the Folies bBeroere Hevur we had sesn at the

Lovdans Hi ppodinone. We had soose difficulty ivm finding cur

..1.
-

way back to owr hatel, and g aury touwurist map of Paris

zpresd out on & stomewnrhk bhaly sie when a well —dressed
gent lemar stopped and asked 1f he could helo. After

strugnling for socme minutes with my Limited Feench, he

zaid Do you speak Englishy?, amd explained that he was



Frine ™ 1. We abladred the mecgssary dirvections with less

gifficulty in oo pother

Mext day we bhad an intesrview with M. Porche, the

Dirvector Deveral of Radio Diffusicor et Television

0§

Haris W ostudios.

Framcaicses, and arranged o
With the rest of the day free, Jack ard I visited the Aroc
e Triomphe v the Flace de 17Etoile. We decided to take

=Ffer of azsistarnce From their Raris

atlvantage of
affice, =o T lefit Jack sititisg in the sanm iy the Place de
I"EFtoile and dezcended into the sntrance of the Etcile
cstatioarn of the Metropolitarn unceroground mal lway. There

of & belaephone booth, o 1

was & gueae of osople in

doived the guene o call the RBRCO orfFioe. bifen I resched

I fFoured the & oin attachment

the oot

with thves sichs — e macked 1F. ome 2F, and one T

It

shaped.

Pt krmowirg how oot a phone csll woald cost, I left

the bootihh and sought isformation at & Y VIEWRE AR

bod casnie The atbtenmdant tolod me I repded & token” bto Fit

i

the T =lob. This I purochassd, and wejoined the gueuwe.

thought it bkeset to enlti the help of & loocal, so I saild
to the man nexst to we "Pardonnez-pol, mongleayr, je suis

Rustralier. Je desire assayer dn coupn de telefon,

He shougged his shoulders and with

a raize of his handgs veclied "Moo sewlemernt "1 love
= !



Lvidently this phrase would be the most useful to a
ﬁarigiaﬂ, and possibly he had acguired it as a prelude tao
international relations. However, he was very helpfual.
He inserted my taken in the 7T sicot and dialled the BRC
mumbey (which I showed him on & piece of paper) anly tao
QaLMm M2 PREDONSE. By thi=s time the RBRBC staff had gome to

Tuweh !

oolimbed up the staivs o find Jack still sitting
ive the swnshine, bubt somewhat fidgety. He said he had

beern accosted three times!

We weres rather taker-aback o find we had to pay to
take the 11ift to the top of the firc de Triomphe, but onoe
there we undgrstood how the Flace pgained its name. The
fOro was at the centre of a gigantic red stacr, formec in
the pavement below —~ & star with 18 points, esch pointing
to avie of the tree—lined avernues which stretch out like
the spokes of a pgigentic wheel. The most beautiful was
the Averue dese Champs—itlysess, with i1ts four vrows of
trees, Wide pavements and cafe tables set out before the
striped awnings of shops. The traffic below pyrated

Furiouwsly arouwnd the ro. The Flace of the Star!

Jack didn’t helieve in carefully composed pictures,
arnd cheerfully snapped views «f the Rvernues while 1 was
studiously setting up my camera or the parapet of the Are
= klisafully wunmaware that I was beirng watcohed by a

wni formned attendant. The attendant walteo 111 1 pressed



the tyipoes, then advarnced and told me that would be 2
francs! Jack thought it wazs a great joke. He had taker
several snaps for nothing, but my one of the Averue

d?'lerna with the Eiffel Tower iv the distancs coaszt 1E

Frarncs, 1 denided one was ernugh !

After lunch we went to the BEC office in Avenue
Hoohe, met CTharles and all stralled down the Champs-—
Flysees, erjoying its atmosphere of leisurely well-being.
The RREC staff had arranged seate for us &t 1° Opera, which
weE were to collect there that evening. I had been told
to ammauwrnice myseld as "Je suis le Dirvector bGeneral de la
Radiao Australienne” at the box office. This I did, with
zame trepidation, and was harwded two excellent tickets
Faor Jack and myself. It was a ballet programme,
including "Scheherazade”, with Serge Lifar dancing in his

1D

o allet Suite en Blanc”.

Nexrt day., Thursday 26th April, was a day packed with

IMPresslons. Ivi the morning we all visited the Louvre,
sgt iwm garderns with magrificent foemal beds of flowers,
arnd marvelled at the original status of the YVernus de
Milo, lLeanardo’s Mona Lisa ard psinmtings by Boticelli and
Titian. Jack armd I took Miss Hall of the BEBC office (who
Fad corgarmised the Ballet tickets for us) to lumch at Chez
Mercier ivn Rue Lincoeln just of f the Champs-Elysess, after
which she helped me choose a frock for Phyll at "Marlens”
ivi that famous Svenue. The madams irn charge asked me

which ame of her assistants hao é figuwre mearest to that



ofF my wife, and then had that girl parade the frock for

me ta see. Fliwll was delighted with this purchase when 1
ratwened bhome. Jack bought a coat for his wife.

At 2. 4Spm we visited the Faris TV studios in Rue
Copgracg-Jay with Charles. There were threse indooy
studios and one "ern plein air' on the rooaf. Two of the
irndoor studioz had permarently equipped control roams,
sath with two cameras aperating on 441 line starndarde and
two on 819 lirne standards, wilth duplicate contral room
eguipment for the two starndards. Production ook place
oy the two standards simultanmecusly, with a separate
producer for each. Ciptwre monditors i the contraol rooms
were im two eows, ane above bthe other, aver the window
surveving the studic ~ 819 lime definition in the upper

row arnd 441 line definmition helow.

We saw a ballet pragramme v cehearsal, and the 441
Ting momitor pictures were actually beitter tharn those an
the B139 lines., A techrician waised his hands, shrugged
Mim shoulderse and said "Today she is vot so good. Maybe

hetter tomorraw!?

We alsc saw a children’s programme In rehearsal in
the third indoor studic, usimg em D.B. varn in the sireet
cutside as & control yvoom. This used A1Y9 lirne standards
and.the pictures were excellent. The impressicn galned
waz that the #1792 live eguipment waz capable of excellent

performance ut was poorly maintainesd.



Then we all vicibed

L1es

to the btop of

tallest whern 1t was built

tramesmitters were

12

charming “"speaberine” fram

reached the top Charles

explaining that he suffered from vertigo,

the conventional miniature

tourist shop amd I took

the
this BBEFE steel strurtuwre - the worldls
i

imetalled.

clung to

& Colour

Eiffel Tower. A 1ift taook

1882 — where the Paris TV

HWe were sscorted by &

the TV ztudicz, &nd whean wWe

her protesctively,

We purchased

replicas of the tower from the

photo of the wornderful

pamorama of the city - the Seirne strvetching oubt in a
windivmg vista of spardling water betweern tree-lined
boulevards with a ascore of bridges linking the two halves
of the city. NMear the horizon the cathedral of Sacre
Coeur rose white amd glistening in the late aftevryoon
esunlinht.

Three davyse in Pavis - a fragment of time bat what &
wondernful inpressiocn ~ swely aneg of the woeld?’s most

eavtiful cities.

Chaylesz was o cemain

Jack amd I were dus to

oy et urn oo

flight

oV e

et vra

i Paric foor a few days, but
o o Rome to carnmmect with

11 Our train was scheduled

to leave the Gare de lLyon at 7.3530pm  We had packed and
checked—-aout of cur hotel that morning.

. WE found owe caryiage and inmstalled our baggege, but
I discovered I was rnearly out of pipe tobacco and 1
meedsd toothpaste. Jack said therg wasn*t ©imey DUt I



flomg the platform o buy some From &
FEWSDamET ki ashk, The attendant spoke rd Evnliszh and ]
Fad to make dao owith sign language o explain what I
regudred.

3 .

Eventually I suceseded, and as § walkeo heck to ogr
carvriage alang the orowded platform the train began to
B E 1 hwreiedly bhoarded the nearest carriage and
tabhoriousiy made my way Fforward along the passsnpger-

cluttered corridor as the frein pathered speed. HE last

I reached our compartment to find Jack laooking very

desperywient . convineed that thie orazy engineer- had missed

Fiew Train.

Fome and Homewas d Baournd

diminmm car and the fir =t o

We had divnonse i LThes

16
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was at Dijon, esrly on Friday morring. Ther @&

Modane and, after orossinmg the ITtalian border, at Toaring,

Py ea s Ayl vl Li

o I B S, e =
P L BRSSO X Bl g 2o DRV

i Rome at 6. E0om., This long rad lway Jourrney gave me &

chance o catoch up o my techrnical moetes, amplifying the

Jottings of the past several days, We had dinivng oar

meals and I owas lotvigued with & lever—type corhacrew

which ths Itallan stewsrd was asing. e offered

too get me o, =0 later I made my way back o the dining

cavy tao o oallect 1t



bitrearr T owent to yetwen to owr compartwent I Foosnd

that & door zeperating first and second class carriages
was locked. The glass top of the dooe had & poster stuock
mver it and the anly olear glass left waz & narrow steip
at abont wailsht level. I had o ovoach down on the Floor
to peesr through this, and when I saw a conduactor walking
dowrs the cooridor on the other side I tapped sharply onm
the glass to attract his attentiorn. Other passengers an
My side were probably mystified at this peculiar
Behaviour, arnd when everntually 1 caught hie at
Had great difficwuliy in convincing him that I was a firet

cla pazsanpsyr trapped in a second class caryiage,

because I did rnot have my ticket with me. Ornice nmore Jack

thought he had lost me.

Fooked iv &t the Grande Hotel and then wallked

=
fii

aroundg Rome i the rairn A strarge (talian with an
umbrella persistently offered us shelter, which Jack
pointedly refused. I learrned later that this fellow was

probably toutking for & houwse of ill-veputs!

Next morning we pached and, talkinmg a taxi, lefit our
maiw bagpape at the BOAD office and wernt om to the
Bazilica of %t Peter. The csweeping curve of the
colonnade of Bernini which embraces the plazza before the
Tasilica was awe—-inspiring, an3 the nave of the chuwech so
encencue that it left us breathless. We weire attracted
by what looked like Z0Fft high paintivgs of ircomparable

Grilliance armd bDeauty orn the walls, byt claoser inspection



showad these to be nosaics, made of pieces of colowed

store v more than guarter inch sguare.

We climbed up the spiral of staive o the top of the
cupola and gared over this city of age and digrnity, with
the seven hills of Rams in the disztance. The atmosphere
of peave and tranguility was rokern by Jack exclaiming
that we would have to leave abt aornce, or miss the plarme.
We tock a taxi bach to the hotel to collect cur hand
baggage, took & swnap of the magnificent mulbi-jet
fountain in the Plarza dell’bEsedrs, and caught the

airport bus.

Jack heaved & sigh of rvelief whewn we reached the
airgoet aon time, but the plane departure was delayed by

twoe ard & guavyter hours bhecause an oll-indicsting

T
—h

instrument had to be changed, and we svertually took o
ive the BORC Constellaticon "BHanbury” at Do 30pm, reaching
Caira at 11. 30pm. Here we spent the wmight ai the
MHeliopolis Palace Hotel and in the mormiﬂgnwere dismayed
to Fivd that mo soap was provided, despite the majeshic
appearance of the building. fAfter breakfast, a braief
walk down the dusty crowded main street and an how' s
gelay at the airport, ows plane took ofF at 3. 45am and
larded at Harachi at 9. 35pm where we had lunch &t the
"Speegbivrd Clabk®. A mnative magician entertained
pastengers an the verandab. His magic phrase was "One,

two three, half past three.”
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. 4Tiom, on Wedrnesday End May - 4 days from Rome and ten
and a half wesks since leaving flustralia. Jules Verne
wraote "Arcund the Rosld in Eighty anﬁ”_w Jack amd I had
dorng it dw 74! I thought o«f HKeat’e =zormmet -

1i'gd in the realms of pgold

"Much have I tyravel
states and kirngdoms seen "

Armd many

It had beern a wornderftal trip. We had covered all
the ground we st cul to cover, we had seen the world and

accumwliasated an snormous amadrnt of valuable snd

conatructive information. Jack and I hag got along
Famouwsly together, We laughed at the same Jjokes, we
wnderetocd each ather. Charles was a charming enilgna.

Because he was one of the delegstion, we had met
mary notable people and enjoved much wonderful music that
we would ot ctherwize have mebt and enjoyedy; but he lived
ivy a different world and less than half our experiences
were shared with him. He returrned to Sydwey about five

days latewr.

Jack ard I were met at Masoot by Me Preeman of the
FME Superintending Engineerz office, and drivern btoo the
Hadio Section in Sydrney where I met Reng Boyle, Jack Tuite
arnd Ted Sim. Ther we had a dirink with Huck Finlay at the
ARC offices. 1 rang Mother inm fAdelaide and Phyll in
Mel bourrme. Booldimg in at the Werntwoerth Foirr the might 1
was delightes to meet Hilda and Ned Newell, whoc were
wvisiting Sydwey. T had tea with them and their daughiter

Helern arnd tallked asbhout the trap.



First impremsiones are the most lasting. That trip
has lived with me ever since. I had seern belevision
services in aoperation, and Found oul what madese them tici.
I had accumulated over 270 pages of detailled manusoript
rotas. I had beern blessed with good health to last the
distance, met many interesting pecple and seer marn
wornderful csightes which I was able to shave wiith an
agreeabile Ccompanlan. I learvned how important that is
wher I made subssguent visits oversess, somebtimes by
myself. A marn away from home in a shtramge country carn
hecomns very Lonely withouh a friend who speaks the same

language and has similar reacticns to his surroandings.

fiand, like Puck, I had girdled the sarth!

Brirmging the Wovld Baok MHome

On Thursday May 3rd I was met at the Adelaide
Rirport at Farafield by Nurse Smith - o next door
neighbowr 1y the suburb of Glenwnga and Motherts long-
time friemd - whe drove me to cur ald family home at 1228

Le Styrangs Street. Mother was well, and by mow had

=

recavered from the iwnitisl shock of dad’= paszsing thiree
weak= ago. I had a long talk with her about her futuire.
For the time being she wished to vemaivn in the family

home, I examined her finarmces and made arrangemsnts to

augment her ivcome to keep her livimg i comfort. Then I

rang My uncle Jack Figher — whao bad beern a tower of



stvrerngth in mother’s misfosrtune — and Phvll’s family, the

Williams, whao still lived in Glenurnga.

[t

NMext day I zaw uwncle Jack in his office, interviewsd
dad’s solicitor, Mavrcus Badger, and dad?s doctor John
Fravrne, who was an old schoocl colleague of mine. I
looked up my old cadet friends, Don Burnard, George

MoK imson and Maleoaslm Rogers avad rang Ted Stewart. Then I

saw Marjorie and Georne at mother’s home anmd called an

the Williams family.

I flew home to Melbowrne by the moraing plane on

Datuwrday Stk May after saying a very sad farewell to

Mot her. Fhyll arnd our dauvghter Chris, ther 3 years old,
met me at Esservdon aivport with my faithful friend Bob
Moodie, who drove us home to Burwood. Tt was great to be

back and wonderful to ses my family again —- I hac missed

them very much. They were both very well and thers was

i

great excitement as told them some of my advernituwres and
they opensd some pifis I had beern able to bring back for

them.

Back to work on the Monday I had discussiaons about
my tyip with T=d Stewart, M- Chipindall and M VManthoff.
v the following week Ted tald me he was recommendirig
that my tertative classificaticn as Supervising BEnginesr

shonld be ewtended to cover the pericd reguired to

prepnacre the t. This was aobviously going

to be & lengthy Jdoby and on Tueeday tay T omoosed tao



affices 1v the Rialto Buildivng, Collins Street,

O mommence the report with Jack Dowovan. We had

preliminary discussions o the desirable Format of the

and Pruce Mair of the (BCH.

The Rislto BEuillding was oon

2

ite oguite uwnilgus, The Tacade 1 irv what was

rcwn sz & "firree Italian Gothic! stvle, with pgothio-
arohed windows and & turret on the wortihr-east ocovenec.

Theg buwrldivyg stretohed from Collins Street scathwards bo

Flirders Lame, Which was at a considerably lowsr level

than Collinzs Sbtreet. It wase sepsrated from the adjlacent

building in Collins Street, bthe Winfield Building, Dby &

viarrow lane on thie eastery slde. This lang was &t the

ift

&

I

level az Flirndeve Lare., 5o that just zouwbh of ths
sige entrance to bhe Rialio from Solline Dtreet there was
a sheer drop down tTo The laneway. This was Hhown as
Wivifield Sguasre. Arything less liks a souare than this

lonmn naryow cul—de—san woulc e harg bao imagine,

Fwery Floor of the Rialto and the Wintield RBuairldirngs
Mad side balconies overloocking the laneway and stretohing
ight back to Flinders Lane, with iron railings which

jave the two bulldinges the appeavance of parallel ocsan-

wher viewsd loocking scuth from the Colling

it

nolng liver

1

i

threet end. Tt zeemed appropriate that the reay portioem
of the Rialte was ococupied by the Maraive Legartment. The
Fromt of the Fialto wae oocupled by a post office, and

the ARCE had of fices an two of the apper flo




accessibkle by a hamd-operated hydrauliec 13ift. The 1ift

attendart, after closing the door, had tao haul smartly on

a raope passing through the top and botteow of the 11t
To gtop at the requirved Tloor he had tao apply judicious
braking to the rope. Sometimes he was in a merry mood,

the result of injudicicus imbibing, and the movements of

the 1ift were correspondingly erratic. I underetarnd Dame

Mellie Melba onoce had a music studic inm this building.

3 umdey the control of the

il

The Rialto was place
Matiomnal Trust, and whern & new £6 storey building was
conmetructed in 198288 at the rear, the original facade
of the Rialtos was pressrved and rejuvenataed, and the

lareway with dits overlocoking baloonies was plassed over

amd tramsformned into an Atrium Restawrant which ig part
of the "Menzies at Rialto”" Hotel now incoroorated v the

site.

The Minister had stated that "the whole guestion of
televisicr had to be approached for the time being on an
experimental basis in view of the rovel problems which
wonld be erncountered and the greal expense which had ta
he irncurred” and it wust be remembered that the primary
purpose of the overseas mission had been -

"to obtain informatiorn on matters relating te the

eztablistiment of the praposed wational televisiorn

station in Sydrney and its opsraticonse during the
experimental periacd,



Pz it was chvious that the Delegation Report would
take a considerable time to complste, I first wraote an
interim five page veport entitled -

"Suggested Programme foor the Establishment of the

Mroposed Television Service in Sydney”

The time factor was ankrcwn. he purpoze of the
irterim report was to sugpest a possible approach in the
event of sarly action being vequired at short notics.

The sugpested programmg was based on aovice obtained from
television authorities in the UBA, being the result of
long experience in operationz in which the emphazis was
o ecoromy iy manpower and material. The suggesticoms
werae confined to the wecessary functicnal steps to De
taken and made no reference to the nature of the
administraticr which wight be givern the responsibility of
estahlishing the television service. However, the
interim report gid suggest that the FMGE? s Department
should be respansible fFor the inittial imstallation of the
studic amd transmititer squipment, either directly or by
arrangemernt with the eguipment contractor, because it
weuld be impracticable to de this with the small nucleus
af staff with which it is proposed to commence television

t

osperationse”.

T discussed thig interim report with Mr Vanthoff on

Zath May.



The Delegation Report

The many documents and relevant printed datas
collected overseas, which had been dispatched to
Rustralia by surface mail because of their bulk, begawn to
arrive i Melbourne in mid-May. Jack Dornovarn spent the
greater part of his time vyeading arnd analysing this

material while 1 prepered the draft of the reposct.

My First tasbk was to prepare an alphabetical index
to the 273 pages of notes 1 had taken during the trip.
The index ran to 18 pages and was very recessary because
the same subjsctes appesyed 1n many discussionsz throughont
the rnotes which coversd interviews with 36 personmel
vitally irvaolved in television manmefacture, plawmning and
operations inm 27 organisations in 18 cities, with visits
to 14 televisiow studio buildings and five trarmsmitters
ivy actual cperaticn in the USA, Britain and Faris - and

the chservaticon of marmy live televigsion shows in

renparsal o prodact ion.

My fouwr monthe of concentirated writing at the ARCE
offices weres memorable for thee particular reasons, Gri
the last day of Jure, 1351, I took delivery of @y first
metor car - a demornstration blus Vanguard — and on 2th
August srnow fell iw the city of Melbowne and the
suburbs. Srowflakes could be seen passing the upper
Filoor balocowmies of the Fialto Building although they
melted on reaching the ground, and on retoarnivg home that

gvening 1 was delighted to see & white layer of &rnow



&lormg raile of cur back garden fence. I cannot
vecall aryy other ccoccasion iy which syow has fTallen 5o

close to the city of Melbourne, although it freguently

fallise in the Danmdencorng Ranges piles away curinD the
Wik e, The third memorable evernt was my introduction to
mlcropraosve ausic. Ioimstalled my new Decos pick-uw asd

turmntable 1y the radiogram whickh I had assemblsd whern 1

firset came to Melbow

1v: 1330, with a rnecgssary
preamal i Fler. I Iregan to revel in nciss-free

vepeoductiaon of olassical musid such as 1 hatd rnevery hoped

T Erjay.

The Delepaticr Report was prepared in tthee parts -

- Gereral
- SBites, Buildings and Egulpment
- Bragrammes and Operation

Part
Fart
Fart

o b b

b
tend

,_
]
5
p
o
ot

of the Report wasz & combinaticn of drafits
prepared by all three membevrs of the Delegaticn sent
CVETGERE. Part 11, being wholly technical, was preparedd

Dy myself. Jack Dovavawr and [ collaborated in prapacing

FPart I31. We visited Sydrey to discuss our craftts with
Charlez Moses and to obtsiv his corntrlibution tao the
Repoet, including information about TV operations in
Hamburn and Turin which he visited after we had begurn oww
baomeward jourvey. 1 had prepared about 7O% of the Report

bat Jack was respomsible for o welding together the several

drafts and editivg the text to snswre wananimity of

Lot
i

Cpiviions sapressed therein.



The completed draft was approved by all three
membere of the Delegation on Gth September, and after
cguplicatiorn and assembly coples weve submitted to the
Televisiorn Adviscry Commititee on 10th October 1351, The
FReport was titled —

"Television Investigations iv Dverseas Lourntries.

February-fRAm~11 192517,

and comprised 175 pages of typed foclscap including

e |

appendices arnd diagrams. t was treated as confidenmtial,
all copies being rambered and a vecord kept of their

distributicorn.

Bur tashk was complete. vy the hasis of our

shzervation and the information and advice gives to us so

freely overssas by those with yvears of television
experience behind them, we had produced what was

virtually a text book or how to establish a television

s@rvice inm Australis.

With the Divector-Ueneral’s permission I took my
three weeks armual leave fyrom 3th September, while the
Report was being typed in its fival form, and drove Phyll
ard Chris to Adelaide for a Fortwight in cur new family
car — ite first lowg Jjoodrney, I was very satisfied with
the averapne petrol comsumption of 2605 miles per gallonm.
When we returmed home I began o paint the bathroom. The

.

heliday break had restored my vigoes!



T .

srgers for the supply of television eguipment for
the proposed Sydrey TV staticn under Schedule C.G64232 (see
Chapter 2) had clesed early iwm 1351 and & Technical
Report bad beern grepared on the examination of these

tendere by the Radic Section at Jolimont.

Whern I returned o work with Ted Stewart on 2nd
Netober, he asked me to examine thiz veport and prepare
cammentes on it The Technical Report recommended the
acceptarce of & ceviain tender for all the scheduled
eguipmert, and on readivng it I disagreesed strongly with
some of the assumpticons made and conclusions reached,
hecause thay were in conflict with technical ivsFormat i oy
T had received from televisiorn operating authorities
durirng my overceas visit. Ivi muabmitting my written

comments to Ted 1 etatedi-

"Eregy the ivnvestigaticeos made overseas, 1t iz
ronsidered that before any commitments are entered
inta For the puwrchase of televisizn eguipment faor
Austrslia —
{17 the tenders should be re-examined in the

light of the overseas experlience now ahtained;
{11 the functional vequiremernts for arn RAustralian
staticn zhould be reviewed iv the light of
current overseas practice as seen during the
imvestigations in USA and Great Mritair,
gspecially in relation to video facilities and
studic lighting equipment;

(iii) certain additicoral enguiries should be
addressed to overseas marnufacturers,
rarticularly in velation to camera tubes,
studic lighting equipment, 1G6mm film
tyransmitting eguipment, film recording
equipment and bransmitters. The PME resident
evgineering representative in London may be of
come assietarmce iw following up developments
auhsequent to ouwr investigatiows in the BEC
ard iwm factories.”



L]

I do niot kvow what impact these comments had on the
authore of the Techrical Report, but no orders were

laced in respornse o the tenders received wunder Schedule

pla
C.e4a323.

The Feport o our oversesas investigations was

submitted by the Television Advisory Commitbtes to the

Mimlsetey on let November, 19951, YIv owiew of the econonic
situation which had ariser in the Commoreealth, the

guesticn of the introduction of televisicrn was
reconsidered by the Goverrnment, which, o 12th March
19358, decided to hold the matter iv abevance for the time

being” — az stated 1w the ARRCH fouwrth armnual report.

Therse had beer & very drastic change in the
Australisn economy as a reszult primarily of aliteraticns
ivi the balavce of cverseas paynents. Inmpoyt restricticons
were Lntroduaced. The establishment of television
stations would reguire the itmpoetation of most of the
gouipment required from overseas, which would be in
conFlict with these restrictions. Also, Defence had a
higher pricrity than television, angd in 13531 the defenc

of Australia was a very live politicsl issue.

The Govermment made the decisiown, with considerable
reluctarce, stating that "the time was inopportune to
embé&rk upon the imtroduction of televisian'. It said
that "the guestion would be kept under veview, as 1t was

the decivre of theg Bovermnment that the =ervices should bhe



commensss as goan as circumstances permitted’ - as

reported by the ARCRE,

{hnoe agsin the will-o-the-wisp vision of television
services in Australia had sluded me, Jjust when I thought

it was about to materialise.

Thus ended the secornd abortive attempt o introduce

5 television service in Bustralia.

Ted Stewart kaew that, 1 the abserce of
coporturities for television work, I desired to obtain
experience in the field of radic brocadcasting, and he
made arrangensrnts for me to take ap the positian of

Diviziomal Ergineesr, Studios, in the Radic Hectiorn of

Cemtral Office ~ to which [ had beern transferired (o

paper ) on Z0 September 132050,

I was sovyy to be leaving Ted. He had beern my boss,
my guide and mentor, for the greabter part of the last 1@
vears and I could oot wish foorr a sove capable and

I consider that whatever I may have

wnderstanding bos
achieved irn my long engineering career has been the
result of the grounding in the application of engineering
arinciples which 1 received first under the Supervisic
of Frank 0 Grady ir Adelaide and thern under the watohful
eye, of Ted Stewart in the Melbourne Central Office of the
MG = Depairtment. T oiwe them both s grest debt of

gretitude ~ as I do to Bhe early guidanceoft omy dad!



P e SR

of 1oy and Boamondr,
ard cur asscciabtion wasa highlight of my yvaars 1% the

Departnent.

I reported to Horeie Hyett, DQupervisivg BEngineer,

Radio, at his Jolimont office oon Sth Movembey 3901

u

returting to fay appointed status of Divisional Enginser.

1 was conternt o meark STime and rest o my CETES,

endeavauring o do

tice to this wmew jok and proafit

From whatever exoerisnoe 1t might

e owith o ar 8ye to

my gual of television in the Fulwe. My worly regret was

Taml inson whao hed ean acting

0 owoung enginger recently reos

wrtedd

Ewpland, he remairnesd on my staff aud we cecama

~grab e e En ST

M FLM, Osborne,

acting Chailvman of the

SECE Fooe Thives momt chavarg Mo FDavesing’ =z absencs with

111 mealth, was appointed Chailrman in FMaveoh 1793 ared
¥ S5

Bruace Mair was appointed & mewpher of the Boara for thiee

YRR, moantl Doy MoDonald was appointed

Vivector of the 1 Bevwice Divisioes in place oF

-
oy

Foruce Mas

ie and Geovge’s second son, Brewvbon, was bhootn

35 I wae delinghted to be his

3
ot
v




