CHAFTER 13

Ghanoes and the ARCR

19534 was s wvear of chanpes. I moved from the PME's
Department to the Sustraliam Braadéaatiﬂg Contral Bqﬁrc.
Coliv Moodie had moveao in 19533 to a diplomatic post in
London — where he met his wife Hilaire. Ther in 1954 he
was appointed Ambassadore to Huwrma for three years. Eyvic
Cottrell moved from Broken Hill to ﬁelbauwne ivi 1934,
with his wife Maxire anc their three Vouurin sSorns, o Wik
with CRA Ltd im their sew Collins Streest skyzcraper_— I
demolished. Much had happensd since we three enterec Vad

together &t Saints, thiriy vears before.

Bur daughter Chris pmooved from Hethersett to the PLC

senicr school in fAlkert Street, East dMelbouwrne, on the

site of the present Dallas Brocks Hall. I used to drive

)

her to school ofn my way o work, leaviang her at the rear
nate irn Victoria Farade. She had to catop three
different trams to comne home. Fhivll, siwavs interested
v any kind of oralft work, hag beern attending classes of
instruction on the making of artificial flawers for
decorating hats and wWEsring a3 Sprays. She hecame very
skilled at thig, and some of her eprays of viclets were
o vealistic 7 that people wouid oo to smell tneir scent.
In 153534 she wor a prize For Flowers in bhe Roval
Agricultural Show. Her wext interest was to be -
millinery, ir which she displsasved the same skill and

atterntion to detail.
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Rz a resuit of wimrming a "household hates"
campetiticon run by the Rdelaide evening "News'”, HMHarjorie
was imnvited to coermtribute a series of humocwrous articles
urnder the heading "Every Womarn’™s Family™. These were to
appear weekly, under the wnom de glume of "Helen',
Marjorie's Sécond rame, 1llustrated by her ocwn bkiack arnd
white sketches. They were based o the humourous side of
happenings in her own household. Marjorie amnd 1 5hared‘
the fortunate knack of being abkle to see the Tunmy side
of most things — including cur own mi e misforturnes -
and the series proved very popular, although ther”N?ws“
somet imes took three weeks to make up their minds to
comtinue publishing. The pay was very miserly -— 15/7— per
article — but inm 1334 Marjorie succeeded ivn having the
series published by the morning "Argus’ in Melbourrne.

The "Argus" were more gernerous, arnd the "News' reacted by

raising their fee and publishing the articles more

regularly.

On March 1st, 1954, RAdelaide suffered a minor
earthguake, which CPacBed many houses and caunsed
extensive damage to household possessicrms. Both mother’s
and Marjorie?!s houses sustained oracks, covered by

{
comic strip called "Charlie Cheesecake”, desigrned to

insuwaﬂce.ﬁ Marjorie alsc had success in publishing a

encaurange children to take care 1in their daily pursuits
and Charlie was the subject of a booklet published as &
"ochild safety producticon publication’, in corjunction
with Lloyd A, Wilson., There were also Charlie Cheesecake

Christmas cards, and a morning radic "Charlie Cheesecake”

“X}'
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progyramee vun on 5AD and regional staticonms by "Uncle Bob®
ir gssaciation with the Nationmal Satety Couwncil.

Charlie, the little cartoon character, was always doing
faoclish things ard sufferirng the conseguerires. He became
a legend. Then in 1934 Marjorie drew a series of strip
stoaries for the "Sunday Rdvertiser” children’s page
ijJlustrating "The Rose anwd the Rinmg", by William
FMakepeace Thackeray. Thackeray is remembered chiefly for
his "Vamity Fair', bat he was é proiific comtributar to
the Londor "Punch" and a weiter of short stories.
Marjorie loved to illustrate, and has always been a great
admirer =f the work of famcocus illustrators such as Edmﬁna
Dulac and Qwﬁhur Rackham. She i1llustrates her letters
and is a great communicator of information in sketches..
Her rewspaper contributions helped to defray the expercses

of a growimg family of three children.

in additiorn to his wark with the fdelaide Sy mphony
(rehestra, Geocrge played in the conservatorium Orchestra
and in & orivate strirng guartet. When we visited
Adelaide on holiday I had the pleasure of listening to
this guartet playing chamber music in the spirit and
ervironmernt Tor which it was originally internded - by &
group of enthusiasts in the confines aof tne home — @ither
at Marjorie and Gecrge’s home o at the home of ancther

menber of the guartet. -

I reporied to Dorm MeDonald, Director of TJechnical

Services at the RABCE, ta take up duty as Erngineer,
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Television, on June 7th, 1954 ~ exactly 18 years afier
cominn to o work 1vn Melbouwrne, Thne ABCHE offices weres still

ivm the Rialto Euildingg Caliirmse Strest, where I had

worked with Jack Donovarn on the 138@ report — and 1w many

ways 1t was a return o my early associaticms in the
FREGY & Research Laboratories. I was amonmp engingss

frierds and ocollesgues with whon I had worked in the late
1950 and 1540s. Don MeDormald T oknew well, and Bruce
Feir who was now a member of the Board. Thern there was

Alec Morkenzie, wha was fAssistant Dirvector of Technical

Services, Ross Baker, West Hetfield and Johw Dixorn — al
ex—Frg engineers. I remember FHoss EHabkser occupied an

office at the tap of the octagonal tawer at the nortin-

east cormner of the Rialto. it had & stout wooden colwan
pas=ing through 1ts centre to suppoet the spirve above. i

callied it the "post office’.

Thie Report of the Roval Commission o Televisiaor,
presented to the Boverrnor General on May Sth, 13584,
reccrmended inter alia that -

Teievision shouid be imtraduced on & gradual basis.
Natiocrnai TV staticos shogid e established first in
Sydrney and Melbourne and in aobtner capital cities as
fimance became availaizie,

The Mationmal TV autihority shouwld be the ABC.
Commercial TV livences shooid be tossued for o
stations iv Sydrney ardd & 1n Melouarme,

Expansion of commercisl Y serviges to aibher aresas
should he allowed as scorn &3 Bvidernce showed that
satisfactory services coulo e provideo.

Fublic hesarirnns shouid be neld by the ABCE befare
commercial TY licences were pranted or revohkad.

After due comsideration of this Reporit Dy Labirnet,
the Fostmaster Geweral anncunced on Bsptember 10th that

the Government had reaffirmed ite decision to orocesed
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with the intrcduction of television "within the limits of
practical consideratiorn=s", and that i1t had accepted the
broad conclusions of the Raoyal Commissian. fhe FMGT 5
Departmernt would call tenders immediately for eguipment
For the Naticwal TV staticons in Syvdrmey and Meibooorne, andg
tihe ABCE would hear applicationz for commercial TV
station licences in the sawe two cities - the hearings to

be ocpen to the pubklic.

It seemnmed that the third attempt to introduce
televigiar in Rustralia was to sueceed! Rlthcunh tﬁe ARe
would be PéEQGﬁSiblE foar the Natiocrmal TV programmes andg
for the sguipmsnt anmd staff at MNatiocnal TV studios, the
MME* s Department would be respormsible For procuaring
transmitters, towers, transmittter buildivngs, studico-fo-
Ctranmsmitter lirnks, aﬁd for supervicing their instslliation
by contractors, The Departmernt would alsa &pewa%e and

mairtairn &11 Natiormal TV ftrarmsmitters.

The ARC invited Rlphonse Guimet, Berwral Manager of
the Caradian Broadeasting Covrporation, to come o
Australia and advise them - with the knowledoge and

experience of TV development irn Carnada.

The ARBRCE had purchased a Fye TV studic camsra ohain
for experimental work. With the knowledge that their
responsibility for Natiocmal TV programmes was row -
assured, the ABC desired to demonstrate this feather—ivn-
the—-cap to the public and help stimulate an appetite for

TV, They azhed if they could use the ABUE camera to



produce a series of TV demonstrations at the anrnual
Sprirg Show of the Royal Agricultwral Society of
Victoria, commencing on September Z3rd at the Ascot Vale
Showgraound=s. Max Hgmper, Chief Ewgineer of radioc ZDE,
had staped a TV demonstration at the 19953 show ugimg!the
RMTC TV camera, and he was to repeat this ivn 12954, The

ARt did rnot want to be left cut of TV demonstraticors.

Hruce Mair and Dom Modornald caﬁe dowrr b the RMTC
Radio School during Education Week in Aupoust to see the
everdang proguction of "Window o the Woarld'. They ashked
me to cailabmrata with the ARC iwn producing the
Showground demonstrations and inm arranging the techrical

facilities, -

The AECR camera was to be set up in the QQSV
Administrative building at ground floor level, with the
contyrol eguipment in an adjoirvdrng room. Large plate
plass windows Taced outwards, and also inwards towards
rublic pASSARQgEWAYS. FPicture monitors were to be placed
abowve the iwmside windmws where they would be shaded from
sumnlight. Jebir Dixow was tao be iw charge of the

techrical eguipmernt.

The ABL desired to feature the persomalities of
their radio Children's Session, a puppet show, musical
items and interviews conducted by theiy radic -
persanalities. At this stage ARC persormnel had not
participated in the RMTC TV Studic Technigue classes, and

I was horrified to find that they intermded merely to have

.i;\-
LG
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the TV camera trained ow these performers without any
camera rehearsal o briefing in the niceties of TV
pweéemtatiﬁn, I pointed out that what £he public saw in
these demonstratiaons would be regarded as a sample of
future Maticrnal TV service — and without proper
preparaticoe: and rebearsal of camera and talent movements
it wounld compare very unfavowrably with the more
éxp@vieﬂced demornstration to be staged by 32DR and the
RMTC crew. I had pgreat difficulty in cornvincing the RABC
that this was so, and that judicioué parming of tﬁe ™

cameray with a variety of lonpg—shot anmd close—up views of

Capproapriately hriefed performers was desirable to avoid

momotony of presemtation and confusion in proaduct i o

R rehearsal was arranpged, with some reluctance ~
prabably becsuse of the increased time for which talent
had to be psid. v ZBeptember Zist this demoristrated the
value «f such rehearssl. As we had orily one camera, lens
changes had to be made during a fade to black - and =27,
4" and 8" lenses were uased to give & range of shotbs,
Headset intercom was provided between the directaor and
the camera cordrol opevrator, the cameramarn, the Floormsr
arnd a prop assistarnt. Fixed microphones and spoctlights
were uéed.

The #BC provided th

Floorman ang assistarnt and a

m

dally pusher for the camera. The FME gpravided tws -
techrnicians — Lec Fowler and Bob Forster, wha had
attended the RMTL classses —~ as cameramarn and audio

operatar., Johw Dixon operated the camera control unit.
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Her Watts of the ABC was to share the duties of director

with me.

Afterncon and evening demonstrations were givern an
riirne days from Sepltember Z3rd to Ootobesr End. I directed
the first two sessions, and briefed Hern Watts —~ after
which we alterrnated. The demoﬂsfwatimﬂa attracted
considerable public interest, because mast peocple hag
never seern a TV soreen before, Riack avd white pictures
-~ as irn mast cirnema films of the day - were camplgtely

acceptable.

The artists included Harocld Hadpger., Graeme Bell,
Geaff Eéaoke, Doup Charmell, Bruce George, Charles
Peckaver, Leomard Teale, Russ Tysorm, Pam Covrigarn, Norma
Ferris, Shirley Radfcrd, Roma Rainsford, Mamie Reid, Sue
Ricketts and the FParker Sisters ~ xl11 apéeariﬂg o & TV
screen for the first time. Rorm White, my compere in

"Window on the World", was the only ome with TV

BEXPErierce.

In the afterwmcon shows, childrey were brought inta
the studic room and seated on the floor hefore the puppet
stage. To provide long-shots of the child audience, I
used a IFE"XF7" mirvor humg on a vertical stend beside the
puppet stage, o that it couwld be rotated slightly om &
vertical axis. With the camera shacocting at the
reflection of the children in this mirror, & siight
rotaticon gave the e%fect of parming over the audience irn

lorng—shot. Mothers cutside were entrarced to see their
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offspring o a TV screer. Urnesel feoanscious ohildren are
the mast delightful subjects for television, as modern
makers of commercials kmow Full well., However these
Royal Shaow denovstratiorns were really v more than radio
with pictures. Na'attempt was made to exploit the
techrnigues of live TV producticnm as was practised in
"Window oor the world” and "Gyreat Expectaticrns" at the
RMTLC. EBut the public was wiot critical. a8t that stape
arny picture on a TV socreen was a ﬂQQelty arnd attracted
attention — especially whern it was ém image of a
personality simultanecusly seen in the flesh, anly & few

feet away.

Orne of my first zssigrments in the ABCE was to
explore the scope and capacity of existing film
laboratorigs in Sydrey and Melbowne, in relation to
their possible uwse in future television operations.
Betweer August 1354 and May 1255, I visited the Sydrey
laboratories of -

Assocoiated Film Printers

Comimornwealth/Filmeraft Laboratories Phy Litd

Autcmatic Film Laboratovies ity Ltd

Kinslab Fty Ltd

Supreme Socund systems
arid the Melbourne laboratories of@-

Herschell's Films Pty Lid

Department of Interice Films Diwvisiaon

Adauns Film Service

Cirne Service Fiy L.td

Ovie of these handled 30mm film cmly. M1l dealt -with
temm film and some harndled both gauges. Facilities

covered negstive, positive and reversal processing and

varied betwesn laboratories. Muarh of the film hamdled



was rewsreel ard documentary materizl, and they produced
a great guantity of positive release prints from imnported
duplicate ﬂegatiQEE - to avolid the migh duty ov imported
release prints. The increasivo proportion of feature
films irn colows had decreased processing of SHam Film oin
Rustralia, because tThey were rnot then equipped Tor E3nm
colaur processivg. The capscity for processing L Gram Film
was comsiderably preater than the demand, and evenly
distributed betweer Sydrney amd Meibourha.' 1 comcluded
that the existing capagity should bé adeguate for. the
estimated inmitial demands of TV stationms in Mgibowrnes and
Sydney, 1w additiorn to existirng demands for oihber

services, working no move than ane shiifd.

It was recognised that TV would reguire rnsw
standards for film denmsity and gamma, bur the
laboratories were a&ll prepared to conply with suach

reguirements.

I had the pleasure of getting to know Bhal Budden of
Commonwealth/Filnoraftt Labs;, Geoff King of Kimelab, and
Roy Driver of Herschells Films, with whom I was ©o have

marny dealings in fulure vears.

I analysed the TV esguipment requiremsnts of the
proposed National Studics in Sydney and Melbourne in
relation to the programme production practice considérec
desirable for initial operation. Thiils amalysis was used
by the PMGE?’s Departmernt as the basis for & dratt sconedule

ivviting tenders for studic and OB equipment For these
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stations. Vern Kernma of the PMGYs Radic 3ection
gdiscussed the draft with Alec MoKenzie anmd me on Noavember
1st. Although it had been decided that the OEC would be
responsiblie for the mational TV Stu&ios, there was as yet
nice RBEC techrmical organigsation or staff in existence — the

terhnical side of

i

radic beirng looked after by the PPGY
Department. The procedure of calling teﬁdews o
equipmert took time and expertise, and could not wait on
the creaticrn of ABC techwnical staffrfav TV, ThereToare
the FME?*s Department, 1in cailaboratiaﬁ with the ARCE,
accepted the responsibility of preparing and issuing the

necessary tender schedule.

It ie &= well, at this poinit, to emphasise the
gifference between the HRBC and the AHRCE. Some peaple had
the miscomception that the ARCE was the Board comtrolling
the ARC. it had vething to do with the RBC. The
MAustralian Broasdoasting Cormtroel Roard (ABRUR) was
established ta plan the provision of broadcastinmg and
televisicn stations; o establish standards oo their
technical equipnent and operaticon and to determine the
1Qcati§nf power and operating freguewmcy of transmitters.
It had the respomsibility of sesing that adeguates and
comprehensive programnes were provided by commercial
proadeasters, to whom 1t awerrded licences, but 1t had no

analoapous avthority over the RBC whatever.

It was agreed that TV tenderers should supply their
informaticn iy duplicate, for the EMGY s Department and

the ABRCE, and that the schedule should refer to the

LW
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Australian Television Standards published by the ABRCE.
These standards for & 623 livne S0 field system,
originally puablished iwn 1950, were modified to provide
foos RF chanmels 7Mo/s wide with other mivce modifications
to bying them into conformity with the 6235 live standard

recommended by the CCOIR.

Although the FCC had adopted colowr standards
developed tw the OGmerican NTEC in Deﬁember 1983, the ARCEH
decided that Australiam TV should bégiﬁ iy mmﬂochrame.

It was considered that the considerably greater cosﬁ of
colouyr TV receivers would hamper the development of

Australian TY services.

Ternders for eguipmerd for the Natiornal TV statiaons
in Sydney and Malbaurne were inviited o November 25th,
1954, and closed om April t4th, 1955 They were examined
by the PMGEYs Department and the ARCHR, and AWA tewnders

were accepted for the bulk of the equipment.

Applications for commercial TV licences ivn Sydney
and Melbourre wave invited on Botober 19th, 1934, to be
recelived by January 1st, 1553, Fubkxlic inguiries were
held by the ABLR 1w Malbhourne in Jarngary, and in Sydney

iv Feoruaary.

Ivi poonjunctice: with the PPME’s Depariment, the RBCE
had to nominate RF chanrmels for TV tramsmitters. The
Royal Coammissicoy had recommended development inm the VHF

apectrum (30 tao 200 Me/s/s), and the ABRCR developed &



freguency assigrment plan for 10 available channels each
7 Mo/s wide.

Charmels 1 and 2 availabie from January ist, 1956,
Charnrmel & confined to inlargd country areas.
Charmels 4 and 5 availabie from July let, 1983,
Charmels 6 to 10 availlable immediately.

The play provided Tor fouw stations ivn all State

capitals and two stations in a1l populated areas with
tawns of more than SO00 peoﬁle cutside rapital cities.
The ARCE 7th Repori stated -
"there are good prounds for acceptivng the view that
four stations shouwld be sufficient to provide a
oreat variety of television prooramaes even Tor the
large populaticrns of Syvdrney and Melbouwrne for a very

long time. ™

I addition the ABCHE reserved Tifty 7 Mo/s chianvel

n

Foor TV inm the UHF band (300 to 3000 Mcerss) and said -

"Ailthough UHF techrnigues will undoubtedly develap in
the couwrse of time as eguipment problems are
avercome, it seems certaly that it will wnwot be as
economical to serve an area with UHF as with VHFE
stations.

AV

"The Hoard appreciates that 1f unforeseen
develaopments prove that nmore charvels must he
praovided for televigic stations than are avaliaonle
o carn be secured in the VHE barng, 1t will be
necessary o use UHF oharmelis. ™

Ivi Bmerica the FCC had already found it necessary o

allmcate UHF channels to TV because of the rapidivy

growing demand Tor more stations.

The ABRCER were anxious to ansure that competernt
persoarmel would be available to operate the techwnical
equipment at Australian commercial TV stations, arnd that

such persowms conrld be suitably gualified by examinat ior.

~L



Acrordingly a conference was held at the Board's offices
i January 193353 to examine the prablen. M~ R. 6. Osborne,
who had takern over as Chairman iv 193510 when Me Fardiing
retired, chaired the coanferernce with representatives of
the PMG's Department anmd the Techwical Collepges in
Melbouwrre, SBydrmey, Adelaide, Ferth and Hobart, Dz
MeDorald, RAlec MoKerzie and I attended and a
represemtative of the Marcormi School of Wireless. Bs &
resulty, a syllabus was drawn up for the Television
Operatees Certificate of Drgficiemcy, which came ta be

kricwn as the "Televisiorn Op’'s" {ertificate o TVOCE.

My most respornsible jab at the RBCE was the
mreparation of the — "Provisional Standards for the
Technical BEguipmernt and Operation of Television

Stations".

Under the Brcadcastinmg Qct the ABCE was directed "“to
ensure that the techrical equipmewnt and operaticn of
television stations are in accoordarnce with such standards
and practices as the Board considers to be appropriate.”
The provisional Standards were "to indicate gernerally the
equipment aﬁd made of operation of such stations which
will be approved by the Board.” They were intended Torm
the guidance of the FME's Department, the BEC techrical
persarmmel, and the licencees of commercisl television

stations. -

These Standasrds guoted the basic standards

determined by the Board for tramsmitted sigrnals arnd went



o to specify the Board®’s requirements regarding
techrnical guality of eguipment and components, pravision
of spares and testing Tacilities, overall perfarmance of
vigion and sound eguipment and technical staff

uzlifications.

The Standards laid dowr the Boardd!s reguirements for
tramsmitter sites, mastes and radiating systems,
transnititer bulldings and E‘quipm;«ﬂt .a'ﬂm‘ for links between
studios and transmitter. o studics they gave
reguirements for locatiorn, constrriotior, acoustip
treatment, verntilation and air conditiceming. Mivid mum
veguiremnents fTor wnumbers of studics, cortrol rooms,
camera chains, synchromising germerators, microphones,
dise replay facilities and micvaphone boddas, were
stipulated for capital city studios, with desirable
Minimum studio proportions. Reguirements were given For
corkrol room eguipment, production lightiwmg, Film
ararnning facilities and film editinmg and storage.
Capital city stations were reguired to have at leést crre

ocutside broadeoast unit with three camera chains,

microphones, control eguipment and & radico relay link.

Umergency power pilant was stipualated. The gewveral
pgurpose of these Standards was To ensuare that Bastraliasn
TV staticong woud be capable of mroviding tranmsmissions im
accovdance with techrical standards determined by the
Board with a level of techwnical praductiorn that could be
compared with good enpinesring practice in estabished TV

studios in Britain and the UBA. They were ased on the

44
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informaticn gathered in my 1951 overseas trip and drafted
ive cooperation with Alec MoKenzie — particularidy in

relaticonm o tramsmitter eguipment.

Details of all transmitter and studico buildings were
to be submitted too the Board for approval before
implementaticon of pians to pravide them. The draft

standards were completed in Femruary 1325 and published

I

i Junrne. They remaimned as provisional standards until
re-issued in a revised and amplifiec Torm in Fepruary

1358,

The Board comducted pervicdic gxaminsticns for the
TVOCR and issued certificates to sucecessful candidates.
Courges for these exams were conducted at RMTC by Fax

Rlbistor.

Whert I begarn QGPH at the RBCOER I realiseq that the
Jjob was adminlistrative in ﬂatuF& argd that its
relaticrnship to future TV stations would be conmfingo b
regulatary functions, ftests and insoecticns. While 1t
provided an important introduction tao thes establishiment
of television services ~ which e)xperiernce had shown I
would vt have Fouwnd in the FPEY = Depsriment - my ideas
extended further tharn that. My anmbition had always heen
to play an active part in the actual setting up of

pustralian television.

With my backpround of experience, my Radio Bectian

asscciation with the ABC, and my participation in the
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1951 overseas TV investigaticoms, I not wrmatwrslly hoped
to play a significart part iv the establishment of the
Maticrmal TV sebv;ce. The Goveerrment was committed to the
establishment of commercial TV services aisao, but that

was & field I had rnot evern cornsidered at this stage. .

The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd internded to apply
for a commercial TV licence iv Melbcurrne, &nd in November
13954 they brought My James C. Haﬁvahan, General Marsger
of TV staticrn WEWS, Cleveland, Ohic, to assist in the
preparatiorn of their applicatior. Mr Harrahan waé also
Vice-Fresident of the TV stations cperated by the
Soripps—~Howard Newspapers in the USA, with which the
Herald and Weakly Times hao some affiliatiov. I attends=d
a very interesting lecture given by My Harnrahan at the
Sheraton Hotel ivw Sprimg Street on "Televisiorm in
America’., arnd subsequently my old frierd Max Hoopey of
ZDE asked if I would like to meet My Harvabarn for a morse

detailed discussion of the subject.

nd so it was that aov November 17th 1 had lunch with
Max Hooper, James Harnmaharn and Keith Cairney, who had been
Chief of Staff at the "Surn News-Fictorial" and was then
aszeistant to the Gerneral Manager of the "Sun”., Mr Bert
Pacini. Heith nhad beern sent overseas by his company to

study TV developments.

I digd rot realise it at the time, but at that
lurncheorn I was beirnyg given the "ornce-—aver', and on

December 13th I was agairn invited to lurnch with Bert
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Pacini, Keith Cailrns and Max Hoopeyr at Molin@ s
Restauwrant iwm Spring Street. They asked me whether I
wnuld be interested in the positiaon of Chief Television
Erginesy with them in the evert of their being supcessfual

Twith thelr applicaticon for a cammercial licence.

I said I would think about it. Leaving the

Commornwealth Public Service would be. a serious step in my

¥

CETEEr, Mr FPacini asked if I would give him a summary of

my aualificaticons and experisnce.

i -
1

I had beewn iv the Commorwesalth Publiec Service for
YERTS. I was a permanent officer and had been
comtributing to the Commonwealith Superarnmuation Scheme
sivme 1930, This erntitled me to a superarmuaticn of 1200
pounds per gnmum o retirement at &85 - o earlier iF
ratirved through invalidity -~ and half this amount to my
widow in the evermt of my decease. Fyomzctiors to a higher
positiorn in the Dervice would imcrease This
superanndat ion accordinply, and tha arnmual payment was

indexed to cost-aof-living adjustments.

Urnder the Superarmuatiorn Rot, the Commonwealih
contyributed 20/-— forr each 8/- pald into the fund by an

A
A A

enplovee — D ar emplovee who resigred would be pald o
more tharn the total of his owr contributions, wiithaut

irterest o any additiarns. I my case this would have

amcunted to only 700 pounds. -

Leaving the Commonwealth Fublic Bervice, then, waould

mearn loss of these considerable superannuaticon bensefits



¢
A

arnd a venture irntao the urkriowrn world of private
enterprise — without the security provided by the Public
Service, but with the risks atterndant to the
establishment of a rew enterprise in & field as yet
urntried irn Australia. I was wnow 43 years of age. if
this Jjob in commercial televisiorn did smot succesd — o 3 F
I had to retive through 111 health — I krnew 1t mipht be
difficult for me to find comparable employment elsewhere.
I had the welfare of my Ffamily to cdﬂsider.

For reasons such as these, Fesignations from the
Commorwealth Service, to take up positiocns i privaﬁe
enterprise, WEre VBry unconmor. Inm the field of
gngineering vyou cocould coumt them ov the firngers on ore
hawnd. Sam Jornes (latey Sir Samuel) had left to join
Standard Telephanes and Cables Pty Lid. Reg Rovle, with
whom I worked in the Radic Secticas, had left toc becoms
Chief Enginger of a Sydney radic station {and

subsegquently retuwrrned tao the Department, digitiusioned).

In December I had traded my bluese Varnpuard cayr for a
grey Hillman Minx, and I drove Fhyll and Chris to
Adelaide to spend Christmss with ocws families - with my
mind full of problems. I resumed duty with the ABCE on

Jarnuary 4th.

The Herald arnd Weekly Times Lto had lcdged their
applicaticn for a commercial TV licerce in Melbourne-on

the last day of 1954,



Or Jaruary Sth the positicrn of Dirvector of Techrnical
Services (Television) in the ARC was advertised. This
was the cpportunity I had beewn waiting Foe. 4 position
ivn the ARC would preserve my Commorwealtih Superarnuation
entitlements, but it would mean movivg my family to -
Sydney. Our daughter Chris was in her l4th vyear, at a
critical Stagé i her schooling, and such & move would
cause some disraptiorn. There weve advarntages in
remaining in Melbouwrne.

Keith Cairne rang me on Jarnury &Sth, ernguiring about
the data reguested by Mr Facini. I deciééd it would be
as well ta have two irvarns in the fire, s I prepared an
o F

k]

application for the ARC position amd a Sumeary o
aqualifications and experience for Mr Facivi - and lodged
them both on January l4th., Five days later I had &

further discussiorn with Mr Pacini and Keith Cairns, in

which I explained my problem regarding superanmuab iorn.

Thern I begarn to examine the alternatives in more
detail. I had & discussion with Rruce Mair, the only
engirneer member of the ABCE Board, whoase judgement 1
respected. I told him of the approsch by Mr Facivd and
shawed him a draft letter setting out conmditicnms under
which I might be prepered to negotiate & cormtract with
the_Herald art? Weekly Timez. . Bruce said HWY had the
wepufatian of being s good emplover. I told him I bad
alsc applied for the ARC positicon, and he sald he ~
believed Mr Chippindsall would support my applicatiar.

Bruce consulted Mr Osborne, who agreed that one morth’ s



vzt ice wounld be appropriate if 1 decided to leave the

Service.

Applicatiocns for the ABC job had closed orn Jaruary
174, I rang Charles Mosss to ask if an estimate waé
pogssible oo the date of decision on this position. He
estimated the &th oo Sth of ?ebruéry. I toldd him o the
commercial TY offer and promised to advise him at orice 1f
I took any definite step regarding fhat.

Then 1 interviewed Mr Samders of the AME Society on
the guestion of additicmal life ivsurance and had a
comprehensive medical examination by Dr ALE. Coates, o
the PECGmMEﬂda%iDh of Ted Stewart. Dr Coates had a
reputation for wonderful work on injured troops ivn the

war o durdng World War T1. He proncunced me fTit.

Or Jarmery Z26th I wreate to My Facinit outlining a
bagic af superanmuation which I considered would be
appropriate to the supgested position, in associatian
with a three vyear contract. These matters were discussed
in detail in garly Felvaary, without any commitment oo

sither side.

Applicants for the RARBC job were interviewed at the
REC offices at Majella in 8t Hilda Road om February 8th,
by the full board of ARD Copmmissioaners. I was follawed

by four octher camdidates.
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Then passed tern wepks, with wmo decision by the ARC.
Discreet enguiries Tailled toc indicate any likely date forr
A decisidr. ire the meartime, I had reached thea
conelusiorn that iF rno ABEC decision had been made by the
time that commercial licernces were pranted, thern I wauld
accept the positicon of Chief Enpgineser with the Herald and
Weehkly Times Ltd 1if they were graveed a television
licernce. In discussions with Mr Facinl they had apgreed
to a three yvesr contract with the right of renewal hy
hoth sides, four weeks arcual leave; & salary greater
than that of the RRBC position and superarviiat o )
arrangements which — though inferice to those of the
Commorwealth Dervice — were & reasonaixle compromise ard
guite genercus for private enterprice. I had ocomplete
confidernce in my ability to do justice to the task of
establishing & commercial TV station and cperating it as
efficiently as I had seern copmercial setatiorms aperated in
the USA. If I took this sten I proposed to take out an
insurarnce policy for a considerable amount ovr fy S

1ife, wmaturing at the retirivng age of &5,

Or Mornday April 18th the manter Deners

armcunced that the Government had decided o grant
comerecial TY licernces to applicants recommerndes by the
ABCE, subject to the fulfilment of & number of conditions
— which included the cbhsevvarce of "such stamndards in
regard to the technical eguipment and operaticorn of the

staticry as the Board déterminEﬁ.“



Licertes were to be granted for five years (fram the
date by whiich certain conditions were satisfied) iwn
Sydrey to - ﬂmélgamated Television Services Pty Ltd &and
Television Corporation Ltd {a company to be formed)

arnd in Melbourne to — Berneral Televisice Corpaoratiarn
Ltd and a compeny to be formed by The Herald and Weekly

Times L.tc. -

Next day I was invited to lunch with Rert FPacini and
Heith Cairns, who thern taok me bt tﬁe Herald Buildinmg i
Flinders Street to meet fhe Maraping Direchaor, M- J.F,
Williams, whco ruled the company with a rod of iron and
was feared by all. HKeith Cairms lived in oreat awe of
JFW, and presented me with some trepidatior. I was
wearing my old schogl tie, and when 1 erntered his ofifice
JFW exclaimed —-"Ah! - 5t FPeters!” He hed associates on
his staff and on the allied staff of the Adelaide
deértiaer wina were "0l1d Saints". The interview was
guite covrdial, and Heith said whern we left the holy

sanctum "It was a good job vou were wearing that tiet”

The terms of the three year contract, previously
hammered <ul with Bert Pacini, were confirmed. The tims
had came for my seccond oritical decicsion in 28 vears.

The RBC nad made wo decisiorn, so I agreed to accept the
positicrn with The Herald and Weekly Times. B Fird in the

hHarnd was worth twoe in the bush!
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Returwing to the ABCE, I gave riotice to Mr Osborne
of my intention to resign from the Commonwealth Public

Service.

The die was cast. My future depeﬁded v My
performance from riow orn. Phyll was a littile dubioqs
about the wisdom of my decision, bht she accepted it
philoscophically. I hoped she would.ﬁever have cause to

regret it.

Next morning Keith Cairns handed me a typewritten
praoposal arnd we visited the Scuth Melbourne property
intended for conversion to television studios at the
corver of Wells and Dorcasrstreéts - shades of my visit
to 8t Lukes in 1936 and to Byer Industries in 1353! On
April Z1st 1 lodged a formal notice of resignatiorn and

replied toc the HWT accepting their proposal.

I spernt the rext fortrnight completing tasks in hand
at the ARCE ard ceased duty there om Friday May 6th. Dovs
McDormald presented me with a cocktail shaker, tray and
set of glasses at a farewell gathering. I had few
regrets. The praspect of being able to shape my own
futwre, though challenging, was very attractive. Because
of the statutory responsibility of the ARCEB for the
contral of caommercial TV broadcasting I kriew that I would

maintain contact with manmy of the engineers in the Board

whom I had knowrn since I firgt came to Melboaurne.



2.y
Leaving the Public Service, I had to resigrn from the
~0A. I atterded my last meeting of the Executive Council
cn May 3vrd, when 1 received congratulations and a parting
gift of my fivrst electric razor. I =zaid I repretted
leavinmg the POA where I learnt the importarnce of team

woa b,

The Herzld published an arnmcuncement with phatos of
the first threg appointments to iteg televisian
urndertaking on May 18th - Heith Caifng as Mamapger, myself
as Chief Ewngineer arnd Lyle Lloyd as assistant Chief
Erpineer. Twz dave later I had a most heartening
resctior from the members of Rostrum Club Moo 4, when I

gntered the room to & vround of applause.

Although I ceased duty with the 8BCE on May GTh, my
resigrnaticn from the Service did wet tabke effect until
June &5th, whern I received a refund of 734 pounds for my

25,5 vears cantributions to the Buperarruation Fuwnd ~

without interest! T umed it to

0

pay off the mortgage o

R

cuyr house, topgether with my pay in lieuw of furlough not
taken. So whatever the fubture held o meE, wWe Caenc oy
oWy house. We had a roof over our hEzsos. I wone ocub

that large irnswance palicy with the AMR, matuwring

age of &5.

I begaw duties with the HWT or Morday May 9th, 1955,
Mire was the firet appointmwmernt as Chief Television

Evmgineer in Australia. During the next few monthe Chief



Free and Lloyd Hadfield were alsc working indeperdertly

with EMI.

.Eack ivi éusfwaiia, Lyle Llicoyd joined radia ZDR
Melbourne, Carl Wilhelm jmined the FMG Research
Laporatories, and Colivw Btockbridge, Les Free avd Lloyd
Hadfield went to the Lenpg Range Weapons Establishment at

Salisbhuwry, Bouth Australia.

When TV preparati@ms.hegan i 1955, Lyle l.layd
Cjoined me at HWT, Lloyd Hadfield arnd Colin Steockbridpe
Joiwied the RARC, ard Les Free joined Johe Britorn at
Televisicon Corporation, Sydney. Dave ﬁritchaﬁd hao
mbtaiﬁed TY experience with Marconi's at Chelmsford in
Eviglarad. Murréy Stevensar's assistant was to be Mervyn
Davies who had TV experience with both EMI and Marconis

in Enpland.

1t was ar impressive army of agoguired esxperience in
television techmigues. In playing my part ivn the
extablishment of Rustralian televicgion services I was to

be in goog company
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