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CH印可詞 哀

じh,;.~, g 巳s,;nd the 白BCB
；

1~ヨ呂4 was a .year c,T enaCIge己 ． i rnoved frorn the FML9 ·，S

Departrn巳mt. to the 臼9こぽ t 戸a i .t ar, B和コadcast ing Control Bc;,·aro.

Col ir, Mood ie had r,1ove c; in 1 ピ応 ，も to a d i plomat ic post in

London - Whe·9~e hE met h l ． ら い i fe H ila ire. Ther, ir, 1954 he

was appoiF,ted 白r,1ba巴． 巴 とU3,こ, •, .·. t ,ご9 Eur,rna fc,r, thr、ee years. Er ic

Cot trel l. moved fr,·7心 詞 ,:,i-,en H ill to 叫·1e 1 t,our···,.,e in 1 ヨ54,

w i th hlS w•i te h1a){ me ano the1F three young soms,.tc, WO臼

w i th Cl召 凸 Ltd i i•, tne ir ·,心w Coll ins Stre逗t sl,yscraper - r,o i-,

dernol ished. Much had t-,a p per,e己s iF,ce we three er,tered Va2;

togetheゃat Sa int 竺 ， t．~'1 r• •t. `、, years be fore.

Dur daughter Chr is rかこ9VEd fr Hether~set t tc, the ド'LC

se,-, i or schoo 1 1 n 白lb巴rt Street , East Melbourne, on the

s i te o f t t-,e present Dcd l ふS Brook.S Ha.l :l. I,.tsed to cirlve

her to 竺,.chool on rny e,ay to work, leav inq her at the,、ear

gate i,,.,V ictor ia Para cie. Sne h 示d to catch three

d i f ferent trams tc cc,r,1e h e-me. Phyll, ふ iways interested

1n any k iY,d o f c ，，；r·,9ヘ 卜． ．． na口 bee,.-, at tena in g classes of

instruct ion on the maド．1 百 g o t art i f ic ial t ょ 仁,wers fc,r

ciecor、at in g hats amゴ レJ 巳 己r:i ri」as sprE,·ys ，． らhe L,ec•ame vEl~Y

sk illed at th is, and S•こ• f91ピ01こ．her,三． prays of v iolets were

翌 so real i 已t l C~. tnat ~3930 i:3 ] €、VJ9:~,;"9.t ,:i 旦 ＇こ， t ,こ'srne l J t r.e i r sce,-,t 、、

函

Ir, 1'354 she e,on a p iべl ze i→'•-'r~ r i ower<S l n t 1•~1e Roy 己1

Agr icul tural Show、Her ·rヽex t interest e,as t c, be

m1ll ir,ery , in e,h ich she d isplayed t tle sarne sk ill and

at tent ion to deta i. l.



＄

As a resul t of w ir,r, ir, g a "household hates"

compet i t ion rm·, by tr,e Adela ide even in g " I\Jews", Marjor ie

ぃ屯s i l',v i ted to.contr ibute a 卑呼les o f 叫lrtlC心rous art icles

under the head i Y-, g "Every Weヽrnan's Farn i l y " . These were tc、

a p pear weekl y , ur,der the norn de plume of "Hele r-, " ,

Marjor ie's second name, illustrated by her c,wn black and

wh i te sketches. They were based or, the hu•10urous s ide o t

hap peY, ings in her ow'!", household. Marjor ie aY,d I shared

the for·、tLmate knack of be ing able tc, see the funny s ide

of rnost th ir,gs - includ ing our owr, m inor m isfortunes -

and the ser ies proved very popular, al though the "News"

somet imes t c, c,k thr巳e weeks to rnake up the ir m inds to

CCヽnt i nue publ ish i r,g . The pay was very m iserl y -- 1 こi ! - per~

ar、t icle - b ct t in 1954 Marjor ie succeeded in hav i ·,, g the

ser ies publ ished by the morr, i·ng " 白 ゃ gus" in Melbourne.

The "Argus" were more geY,erc,us, and the "News" reacted by

ra is ing the ir fee ar,d pu ヒ,l ish ine1 the art icles rnoヤ~e

regularl y .

Or, March 1st , 1 '354, Adela ide suf fered a m inor

earthquake, wh ich cracked many hc,uses and caused

exter,s ive damage to household possess i 仁,ns. Both r,mth巴r' 竺”

ar,d Marjor ie's houses susta ined crac 1<.s, covered toy

i nsurar,ce. // Marjeヽr ie also had succe芦 im publ lShlng a
｛

com ic str i p cal led "Charl ie Cheesecake", des i gr,ed to.

encourage ch ildrer, to take c旬＾e in the ir da il y pursu i ts

a l',d Charl ie was the subject ,:, f a booklet publ ished as a

"ch ild safet y product ion publ icat i c, ,-, " , in cc,r,junct ion

w i th Lloyd A. W ilso~.. There were also Charl ie Cheesecake

Chr istmas cards, a,-,d a rac,rn irn:i rad i c, "Charl ie Cheesecake"

ク シe



prograrnrne rur, ，ごげ-, SAD ar,d reg ional stat ions by "Ur,cle Bob"

ic1 assoc iat ion w i th the Iゞat ior,a l. Safet y Counc i l.

にharl ie, the l t t t-le cartoon character, was always dc,1n g

fool ish th ir, gs and suffer ir, g the consequences. He became

a le gend. Then in 1954 Marjor ie dr、ヨVJ a S巳r ies o f str i p
stc,r ies for the "Sunday 白dvert i ser" ch i ldre,,'s page

illustrat in g "The Rose aY,d the R i n_g " , by W ill iar,,

Makepeace Thackeray . Thackeray is rer,1embered ch iefl y fo,-.

h is "Van i t y Fa ir", but he was a prol i f ic contr1b>.,tor to

the London "Pcげ,ch" ar,d a wr i terへof short stor ies.

Marjor ie loved to illustrate, and has always been a great

adm irer o f the 囚ork of famous i 11 ustrators such as Edrn tmd

Dulac and Arthur Rackham. She illustrates her let ters

and is a great comr!lll,,., icator c,f iY,forrnat ion in sketches..

Het、,,-,ewspa p屯？r ccヽm七r ibut io,,-,s hel ped to defray the ex peY,ses

o f a grow ir, g fam il y of three ch ildreY,.

In add i. t i c, ,.-, to h is work w i th the Adela ide Sy•,rnphony

Orchestra, George played i l'", the co,.-,servator iurn Orcr,estra

and in a pr ivate str ing quartet . Whe l'", いe v is i ted

/C）dela ide ，ご,r·, hol iday I had the pleasure of l isten i ,.-, g to

th is quartet play ing charnbe,→ 9,1us ic in the sp ir i t a·nd

env ironment for wh ich i t was,二9rへ i g i·nall y inteれded ·- by a

虹oup of enthus iasts i i;, the cor, f ines o f the home -· E、 i . thel~

at hIar.)0rle ano George, s home c,r at the hom巳 ，：, f ar,othe,ヽ

rnen1ber o f the quartet .

I report 巳d tc, Dor, McDonald, D irecto,、 c, ·f Techn ical

Serv ices at the ABCB, to take up dut y as Eng ineer,

知 ？



Telev is ion, 、ご9n J紅,e 7th, i 954 -- e ..>頃ct J. y 18 years a fter

coml ng t o work 1m 卜1e1 ヒHこ99~n -ine 臼LCEi o f f lces wen·べe ss.t i 11

1 m t he k l a l t. o Bu l l ej 1 me}, cc,1 1 ]. m臼 こt r・ ピモet , where 」. r,B口

wor iべed 囚 i. t ＇， Jack. Do和かんan on.t he l~云::,1 repor℃ ・ ―• and 1 Y1 「91ar,Y

囚 匂ts 1-, was a ret ,_..,•一- ,, to my ea,-·l y a缶 己OI2 l a19, 1,:f i n t ne

臼如9~ 巳 1れ琴逗arch Lab ·：9r望心01~1e豆 l was arnon9 G?r,g i neer

fr iend 竺；and col leagues w i th,;horn 1- had 囚orked 1m the ~l at.e

1 ら｝ ：：：：9:狂ら and i•:)L;. C,s. Don McDonald I kx,e,~ well, a,·,d Bruce

lYi 己 ir· 囚ho vむヨ 巳 百OW a rn正rtlEer of the £19:,a ·，•ci . -iher ther•E？ レas

Alec Mに‘ 氏enz ie, whc, was 白ss istant D irector of Tee寸1.r, ical

ビf臼ces, l~oss Bak巳r, We ビ•t H己t f iel(J 示no Johr, D ix c,n ::- all

ex-PHE, eng imeerE. i remember、Ro竺s Baker occup ied a. 布

of f ice at t•he top of the,コctag仁9,,.元; j． ℃ c•,"ie打~at t:he "'or t t•， —

east cor吋r·fm·、of the R1al tc,. I t h2.o a sstout woode,,-, co iur,m

pas竺 i 百g thro,_,gh i ts centre to SLけ3[!ort the spll~E a t99ご9\fe. j

calle,d i t the " post o f f i 亡已 ＇ ．

T t;e Re1PC寸 of the Ro•~V'al じomml 己 巴1 亡9m ，ごヽ ;,, TE· iev is.1u,,"

preseY,ted to the Govern,二,r Gen巳 ）＾a よ ＇コn i'lay 5th, 195今 ．

recommended int er ふl ia that --

Te l ev l S l Cヽr, shc,uld be ini;rc,d'-； ［こ ｛土¢ on る grad,Aa l t3E,S l E.
Nat 1onal -「V stat ions 巴h(:'~..l j. d 口 巴 巴sta口l i shec1 f i ,一巳t :t 打

Sydney ar心Melbourne and in otr,er cap i tal c i t 1es ;,. 出

f inar,ce became ava ila t辺．e 、9
~he Nat i or,a_l TV.author i t y snuul d be tr·,e 日BC,、
―. . -- .
しornrnerc ial TV l i ビ巳r,ces sh 、こ’ '-\ .i □ be l 竺E玉9.ted 1文． ， t‘ L.
stat i.c,ns ir, Sydney ar,, 丘9 1 m iY.1 巴l •-)C~~_t t―.9~＼ ピ‘ •

Ex pans i on of comr爬1~C. i a l ―IV 豆99―. 、4, j. (•哀逗 t o ot t-, er ar•Oぷ 王．

should be al lov,ed as sa.,:,,:,n 2s• ご、9. ioE中心e snov甲o tha t
sat l sfact ，こ中y serv i cesa. c仁99A i も t:·， 巴 霞•9：・心~1 de(J .

F;,-t t)1 1c hearimgs shou i o 巳e 口 曰 い」 いy the 白BこB b任1 t心r可
commer~C l a l TV l i ce百ces い心や 己 虹r→•emt ed ,:9 ヤ―• r•9かがこ心 己 〇 ．

白 fter due co l',s iderat ion ，二, f th]芦Repor t t:ッ じa t旦1 ne·じ ，

the やostrnaster Ge ic,eral a ic,nou ic,ced,ご, ,-, Septe r.ibe·,、1.\、91:h that

the Government t-,ad rea f f irmed i ts 1jec is1on t ，ご9 procee· 口

＃ 効



て

w i th the iY,troduct ior, of telev is ion "w i th ir, the l im i ts of

pract ical cons iderat ions", and that i t had accepted the

broad COncl USlons of t:he Royal Comrmss i.Cげ , . The 砂1G's

Department would call ter,ders immed iatel y for equ i pr,1er,t

·for the Nat i ，ご,nal TV stat ions in Sydney ar,c1 Melbourne, ar心

the ABCB 因ou l.d hear ap pl i 仁at ions for commerc ial ―i― ,·"}

stat iom l i.cences in the same two c i t ies - t.he hEar ing5 to

be open to the publ ic.

I t seemed that the th ird attempt to introduce

telev is ion in 1'.:\ustral ia was to succeed'Al though the ABC

would be rモ逗 ！90r逗ible fo,、 the Nat ional TV pro 口l~ammes ano

for the equ i pment and sta ff at r、iat ional TV stud ios, the

PMG's Department would be respc、r,s ible ·for pro（謬炉1ng

transm i t te,、s, towers, transrn i t t ter bu ild ings, stud io-to-

trar,sm i t ter l inks, ar,d fc,r supE中v is ir, g the ir installat i •こqr,

by cor,tractors. The De partment would also operate a l'心

ma inta in all Nat ional TV traY-,srn i t te,逗 ・

The ABC inv i ted Al phor,se Ou imet , General Man2, geゃo t:

the Canad ian Broadcast ir, g Corporat ion, tc、 C..or(I 巳 t: 'ご9

Austral ia and adv ise thern ·- w i th the _knowl 巴d ge and

ex per ience of TV development in Car,ada.

The 白BC E< had purch ased a Pye TV st ,ーし9:i l. o cam巴rs\ ch る 1 n

for ex per imental wc,rk. W i th the kr心wled ge that t t桓 i 9•

respons ib il i t y for Nat ic,nal TV progrへamm巳S ~as rぃこt9Al

assured, the ABC des ired to demonstrate th is feather- :u, ·­

the-cap to the publ ic aY,d hel p st imulate 苛 9 句叩e t i te fm•ヘ

TV. They ふsked i f they cc, ,_1ld use the ABCB camera t. ,ご9

ゲ3/



produce a series of Ty demonstratiors at the annual

Spring Shew of the Royal Agricultural Society of

Victoria, commencing on September E3rd at the Ascot Vale

Sha4grads. ax Hoper, Chief Engineer cf radio BDE,

had staged a Ty demonstration at the 1953 show using the

RTE TV camera, and he was to repeat this ir 19z4. The

ABC did not want to be left cut af T demonstratics.

Rruce Nair ard Do Macdonald came down ta the RTC

Radio Schol during Educatig Week in August to see the

everirg productio of "Window c the Weld". They asked

me to collaborate with the fBE ir producing the

Shawgraad demosbrabig and in arranging the technical

facilities.

The REEB camera was to be set up in the RA5v

Administrative building at ground floc level, with the

ccedrcl equipment in an adjcirimg raga, large plate

glass windows faced outwards, and also irwards towards

public passageways. Picture monitors were ta be placed

abue the inside windows where they would be shaded from

sunlight. Jan Dixon was ta be in charge of the

technical equipmerb.

The RE desired to feature the personalities cf

their radio Children's Session, a puppet show, musical

items and interviews conducted by their radic

perscalitiem. ft this stage ABC persomel had rot

participated in the RTE TV Studio Technique classes, ard

I was horrified to find that they intended merely ta have



the TV camera tra ir,ed on these performers w i thout ar,y

camera rehearsal or br ief i·n g ir, the r, icet ies c, f TV

prese l',tat ion. 1 pc, inted out that what the publ ic saw 1,..,

these dernonstrat iur,s would be regarded as a sample o f

future Nat ior,a] TV c;erv ice - and w i thout prc, per

preparat i ,:、r, and rehearsal of camera ar,d talent movements

i t ,i c,u 1 d compare ve "c、y unfavo<.<rabl y_ w i th the more

exper ienced der,10 -r,strat ior, to be staged by 3DB ar,d the

RMTC crew. I had g四?at d i f f icul t y i r, cor,v ir,c ir, g the ABC

that tla is was so, "· 百d that .jud ic ious parm ing of the TV

c•ame1·-.a, 囚 i th a var iet y o f leヽ r, g-shot ar,d close-up v iews o f

a p propr iatel y br ie fed per formers was des irable to avo id

momotony of pr吋ヨsentat ion ar,d confus ic,r, in product ior,.

R rehe紅S句． 囚a 巴．a9―_r2,n ged, w i th some reluctance -

probabl y because,:,f the increased t ime fc,r wh ich taler,t

had tc, be pa id. ロ ,-, Se口ternber 21st th is der,mr,strated the

value c, f s•..1ch reh 巳arsa l. Rs we had c,,,-,l y one camera, lens

char,ges had to ヒ•e rnade dur ing a 1'ade to black - and 2",

4·" and 8" le r-,s己 三 凶ere used to g ive a rar,ge o f shots.

Headset i -r, te,―Cor;1 因as prov ided between the d irector and

the camera cont,..ol operat 仁9r-., the C.、amerarnan, the fl oorr,1an

aY,d a prop as巳 is:t ,,疇~ 釘F ixed rn icrophor,es ar,d s potl i gh ts

were usa.ed.

The 白BC orov ょcjed t1-,e floorrnan and ass istar,t a,,cl a

doll y p'-<sher for the earnerみ ．The PMG prov ided two

techn ic ians - L.eo Fc,w ier aY,d E<ob Forster, who h iSd

at tended the RI、1 了C cl iSsses - 2s camerarnar, ar,d a'-<d io

operator. John D ixon operated the camera co,,-,trol un i t .

~3 ：：つ
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Ke y-, Wat ts o f the ABC was to share the dut ies of d irector

w i th me.

Afternoor, ar,d ever, ir, g demonst,-.at i or,s were g 1 veY, or,

r, ine days from September 23.,'d to October 2·,,d. I d i r.ected

the f irst two sess ior,s, a,,cl br iefed Ke,, Wat ts - after

wh ich we al terr,ated. The dernonstr.at ic,ns at tracted

cor,s iderable publ ic ir,te咋st , because rnost people had

,,-,ever seen a T\/ screen befぷe. Black and wh i te p i.ctur芦

-· as ir, most c inema f ilms of the day - were cornpletel y

acceptable.

The 紅t ists included Harold Bad ger, Graerne Bell,

Geoff Brooke, Doug Char,,.-,el 1, Bruce George, Charles

Peckover, Leonard Teale, Russ Tysor,, Parn C 、こ介·r i ga,.-,, Norrna

Ferr is, Sh irley Rad ford, Roma Ra i,.-,sfc,rd, Marn ie i'le id, Sue

R icket t !"- and the Parke,、S iste,、s - all appear ing c, ,.-, a TV

旬年een for the f irst t ime. RoY, Wh i te, rny compere in

"W i,.-,d c,w on the Wc,rld", was the c, ,.-,l y c,r,e w i th T\/

ex per ier·,ce.

In the after,、oo,, shows, ch ildren were brough t into

the stud io rc,orn and seated c,r, the floor be fore the pu ppet

竺. tage. To prov ide long-shots o f the ch ilcl aud ience, I

used a 3已"x27" m irror h<.m g on a vert i.cal stand bes ide the

puppet st age, so that i t cc叫ld be rotated sl i ghtl y on a

vert ical ax is. W i th the camera shoot ir, g at the

reflect io,..,of the ch ildrer, iY, th is m irror, a sl i gh t

rot at ic,n gave the effect of parm i r, g over the a,ー しd ience in

lc,ng-shot . Mothers outs ide were entra r-,ced tc、see the ir

4 巧レ



of fspr in g on a TV screen. Unsel fconsc ious ch ildren are

the rn,ご,st del i gh t ful subjects for telev is i c,i•, , as modern

rnakers o f cornrnerc ials know full w国1. However these

Royal Show clernonstrat ions were reall y no r釈 :,re than rad io

w i th p ictm-.es. No at ter,1 p t was made to E•x plo i t the

techn i ques c, f l ive T 'v p,-.oduct ion a s; was praに．t issed in

"H indow.:m the 囚orld" and "Great E.x pectat ic,r,s" at the

RMTC. But the pu t.l ie was y,,:,t cr i t ica l. At that stage

aY,y p icture or, a TV scre e,-,, was a Y,ovel t y and at tracted

at tent ion - espec i,d l y 叫7e r, i t was an irnage of a,

personal i t y s imul taneousl y see·,勺 in the flesh, oY-,l y a few

feet aviay .

Orie o f my f i t逗t ass i grnnents in the ABCB was tc、

ex plore t t-,e scope and ca pac i t y o f ex ist ing f ilm

labc,rator ies in SydY,ey and Melbourne, in relat ion to

the ir poss ible use in future telev is i,:,n c, perat ioY,s.

Betweer, Rugust i954 a百d May 1955, I v is. j_ te ci the Sydney

laborator ies of : -

Assoc iated F ilm Pr inters
c,ご,r,,rnonweal th/F i l r.icゃaf t Lab,ご9rat ．二9 で i こ 芦 仁’ •も ｝、L七d
Autornat ic F ilm Laboratc,;べLes やt y Ltd
K inelab Pt y Ltd
Supreme Sour,d syster,1s

and the Melbourr,e laか：,ra t 仁9 ヤ- ies cヽ9F : -

Herschell's F i lrn s:, Pt y Ltd
Depa,べ trnent of Inter ior F i lrn S', D iv is i こm
Adams F ilm Serv ice
C ine Serv ice Pt y Ltd

One of these handled 3ピ,rm,1 f ilm oril y . All deal t -w i th

15mm f ilm and some handled both gauges. F― ふc i 1 i t i es

covered ne gat ive, pc,s i t ive and reve';··sぶl process in g and

var ied bet 叫翠m labc,rat ,奇 ies. 凡lch of t i•，e f ilm handled

午35―



was newsreel and documentary material, and they produced

a great quantity ef positive release prints from impoted

duplicate negatives - ta avoid the high uty co imperied

release prints. fhe increasing proportion of feature

Films in colour had decreased processing of 3imm film ir

Australia, because they were net then equipped for 35mm

color processirg. The capacity for processing i&mm film

was comsierably greater than the demand, anu evenly

distributed between Sydney ad helbcurre. i conclude

that the existing capacity should be adequate for the

estimate initial demands cf Ty statics in Neibourre and

Sydney, ir addition ta existing demands fq other

services, weer king no mce than ore shifb.

Id was recognised that T\ wold require new

standards for film density an gamma, but the

laboratories were all prepared ta caply with euci

requirements.

i ha the pleasure cf getting to kro Fhil Rudden cd

Camowealth/Filmeraft iabs, Geoff King of Kinelai, and

Rcey Driver cf Herschells Films, witi who I was ic have

may dealings ir future years.

i analysed the rv equipment requiremerts of tne

proposed National Studios in Sydney and Nielbcurne in

relation ta the programme production practice ccsidere

desirable for initial operation. This analysis was use

by the Fu's Department as the basis fc a draft seneule

iriting tenders for studio and (JR equipment for these



stat ions. Ver l" , KeF,,,a c, f the PMG's Rad io Sect ion

d iscussed the dra f't w i th Alec t北cKenz i e ar,d me on Novembet•ヽ

1st . (H though · i t· had been dec ided that the ~m （シ vふご,uld be

r、espons ible for the r,at ional T l/ stud ic,s, there was as yet

no 白BC techn ical organ isat ioY, or staff ir, ex istence'- th巴

techr, ical 臼 ide o f rad io be ing l,:,oked a fter by the !=~MG's

Departrner,t . The procedm、e of call-ing tenders f,:,r

equ i pmer,t took t ime ar,d expert ise, ar,d could not wa i t c,n

the creat ion of 臼BC techn ical staff for TV. Therefore

the PMG's Departrner,t , in collaborat ior, w i th the ?\BC恥

accepted the respons ib il i t y of prepar ir, g and issu ing the

れ 巳cessa·rべy tender schedule.

I t is as well, at th is po ir,t , to emphas ise the

d i f f巳rence between the 白BC and the ABCB. Some people ha ci

the rn isconcept ion that the 白BCB was the Board cor,trol l ing

the ABC. I t had noth ing to de, w i th the ABC. The

白ust ,、 国t iar, 恥文，adL、ast inq Cor,trol Board (ABCBl was

establ ished to pla,,-, the prov is ion of broadcast i ,,-, g a Y-,d

te iev is ion stat ior,s, to establ ish star,dards fc,r the ir

techn ical equ i 口r,,eY,t and operat ior, aY-,d to deterrn tne t11e

locat ion, power and operat ing frequer,cy of transm i t ters..

I t had the respons ib il i t y of see ing that adequate and

C· 仁,rnc,rehens i ve programmes were prov ided by cor,1rnerc i al

iar 仁,adcasters, to whom i t awarded 1 icenc巳s, but i t had Y•~~し、

analogous author i t y ，ごヽver the 凸BC whatever.

I t v;as a greed that TV ter,derers should suppl y the ．い＾

1nforrna t ior, i r. dupl icate, for the PML,'s Departme l'", t ar,d

the ABじB. and that the schedule should refer to the

ム＇ 文 プ
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Australian Television Standards published by the fBCE.

These standards for a 6a5 line 50 field system,

originally published in 1950, were modified to provide

f RF channels 7e/s wide with cdher mine modificatics

ta bring them into conformity with the 6ES lire standard

recommerded by the CCIR.

Although the FEE had adopted colour standards

developed by the American NTSE in December 1953, the ARCE

decided that fustraliar TV should begin ir morochroe.

Et was considered that the considerably greater cost af

color Ty receivers wold hamper the development cf

Australian Tu services.

Tenders foe equipment for the National T stations

ir Sydney and Melbourne were invited en November E5th,

1954, and closed or April 14th, 1955 They were examined

by the fpiu's Department and the RBCR, and Alf tenders

were accepted fer the bulk cf the equipment.

Applications for commercial Ty licences in Sydney

ad Melbourne were invited on October 19th, 1954, ta be

received by January 1si, 1355 public inquiries were

held by the AECB ir Nelbore in January, ard in Sydney

ir February.

Er coo,jurcbicr with the PG's Department, the REUB

had to nominate RE channels for TV transmitters, The

Royal Comissio ha recommended development in the VHF

spectrum (go to 300 Ne/s), and the ABCR developed a



frequer,cy ass i gr,ment plar, for 10 ava ilable char·,r·,el !e'. eac：ヤ

7 Meis w ide.

じhannels 1 and 2 ava ila口 ie frorn January ist , 1'う こ］ 已 ．
Char,r,el 3 cor, f ined to inlan口cc99_Intr areaE··
Channels 4 and 5 ava 1. lable from Jul y 1st. i'3ら3.
Chann巳ls ら to 10 ava ilable irnrned iatel y .

The plan prov j． 口ed for fou t• ’ t stat ions i m a J.,l St ふ t E

cap i tals and two stat ions i ·,·, all populated areas w1 tJ;

towns of rnore tham 50()(3 people outs ide cap i tal c i. i: 1€モ3~

The ABCB 7th Hepむrt stated -

" there a,、e ge'od g)-·ounds fc,r accep t ing the v 1.ew ti••, ぷ t
four stat ioY,s should be su f f ic ient to prov ideさa
gr·eat var iet y o f telev iS10m progr·amriles eve汀~9 for trh二」

large populat ions of Sydney and Melbourne t' ,:, ,-. a,i 巳ry
long t irne. "

In add i t ion the ABCB r,ヨserved f i f t y 7 Me is cl• •， 己f ! i•9Cさ 」 を

和r TV in the UHF bar,d (300 tc、 国｝9：} (:} MCI~s) amd 琴□ ( :j -

泊l though UHF techn i ques w ill undoubtedl y elev巳lop 1 n
the course of t ime as equ i pr,1ent problems 2re
overcome, i t seems certa i 切 that i t w J. J· l mot be a 巳
ecor,orn ical to serve aY, area w i th UHF as w i th VH戸

stat ions.

and

"The Board ap p,--ec iates that i f unforeseer,
deve 1 oprner,t s p •，·ove that more cl•，annels must be
prov ided fee,-. teley iSlcm st at lorns thるlー， るre aval l a iふI t二＇

or can be secured in the VHF band, i t ;, i i l. t.巳
necessary to use UHF channel豆 ＇ ’

I,,.,Amer ica the FCC had already fo•.md i t 1·,ecess句ツ いこi

allocate U i--jF Charme1 三 to lV becaLlse o f t:he rtm..1.d i y

• ~ロrow ing 口ernand for more さ． tat 1,冗,s.

The 白BCB were anx ious tc, er,sure that cornoet,?nt

personr,el would be ava ilable to operate the techn ica l.

equ i pme,,-,t at Austral ia,,-, commerc ial TV stat io,-,s, srnd tha.t

such persons cc,uld be su i tabl y qual i f ied by exarn i l',e, t.lon.

々 万



Accord ir,gl y a conferer,ce o;as held at the Board's of f ices

i r, J ari>.,ary 1955 to e){am i r,e the p ·,-、c,blern. Mr R. G. Osborne,

who had taken over as Cha irman in 1'951,;hen M-,-、F:a,•,;•, i r, g

ret ired, cha ired the conference w i th representat ives of

the F中1G' s Department ar,d the Techn ical C-·9ごヽ l. leges ir,

Melbourne, Syd r-,ey , Adela ide, Perth ar,d Hobart . Dor,

McDonald, Alec McKeY-, :z ie E,nd I at te_nded and a

represer,tat ive o f the Ma 臼~ccm i school of W i t·tele5S. gs a

resul t , a syllabus was drawn up f c, t-. the Tel. ev is i om

口peratc,rs Cert i f icate o f Prof ic ier,cy , wh ich came ,t,=• be

known as the "Telev is icm Op's" Cert i f icate or TVOCP.

My most r,ヨspc,ns ible job at the ABCB 凶as the

preparat ior, of the - " >'ゃov is ional Standards for the

Techn ical Equ i prner,t and Operat ior, of Telev is ior,

Stat ions".

Ur,der the Broadcast i r-, g Act the ABCB was d irected " to

ensure that the techr.ical equ i pment and c,perat io;-, of

telev is ioY, stat ic,ns are in accordance w i th s•.,ch staY,da,、ds

a Y-,d pract ices as the Board cons iders to be ap propr iate."

The prov is ional Sta Y-,dards were " to ind icate generall y the

equ i pr,1ent aY,d mode of operat ior, o f such stat io,,.,s wh ich

,, i 11 be approved by the Board." They we;•-e i. nten•Jecl fo·,•一

the gu idance o f the PMG's Department , the ABC t 己ChnlCa].

personY,el, and the 1 icer,cees o f cc,rnrnerc i 示 ］ ． te l.ev i s io l',

stat ions.

These StaY,dards q._.c,ted the bas ic star,dards

determ ined by the B,:,ard for transm i t ted s i gnals and w巳nt

仕虻o



cm to spec i fy the Board's requ irements regard ir, g

techn ical qual i t y of equ i pr11e·,,t and comp ,:,,-, 已 ,-, ts, prov is ic,n

of S par·es amd test: J.n g •fac•l l i t les, over·a J. l per•Formance c91て

v is ion and sound equ i pment and techn ical sta f f

qual i f icat icc,, 早

The Standard s,. 詞 ・id clown the B仁,ard's requ iremer,ts for

transm i t ter s i tes, masts and rad iat ing systems,

七ransrn i t ter bu il c:i i. -, , g 屯2r,d equ i prnent a,心 ·for l inks betwee,..,

stud icぽ•and transsrn i t ter. Fm、stud ios they gave

rEqu].rememt 巳 f9苫· loc己t. j.9ごm, ccqr,str•9~lC•t i.om, a c.~Oust ic

t ,、eatment , vent ilat io百 ど 百d a ir cor,d i 七lCり勺 ing . M in imum

requ]rememts •Forへl9,gm tj 仔 ·,元s of stud ic、s, cor•9tr-01 rへoorns,

C示r.iera cha i·,,,s, syr·,chron is ing generators, m icrophones,

d i 竺心 replay fac il i. t i 巴s and rn ic1•へophOlr,E boor11s, were

st i pulated for cap i tal c i t y stud ios, w i th des irable

rn in i m,·cr,1 st u.d i ,ご, p ·，·-.C.., por t .J. on 三． ． Requ i reroent s werYe g i ven fcヽ ヤ‘

comt.rol ·rc心m eq u i prnrant , pr心duct ion l i 旦h t in g , f ilm

竺Cふr,n in g fac i i i t iE屯,. ar心 f ilm ed i t in g ar,d storage.

Cap i tal c i t y stat ior, 竺．w已 ,-e requ ired t ,:, have at least or,e

out s i de bY~oadcast. 9・m i. t ,i i. th three car,"そ i.-. ぞ, cha ins,

m icro phones, cor,tr,:,1 equ i 回狂mt 己l9,d a r沼9j 1,:-, re l ay l i nk..

Emergency p c,叩ぷ マ3.i ant． 虹逗 紅l P'．しlated. The ge,,e,涅al

四可コ•ごヽse of the珪 (3t,a ·，,.9dard$ W琴 to ems,., t-.e that 印．9stral i ar•9

訊'stat.· ior,s 叫心d ヒ屯' !こ~ 可怠 ヒ，l巴c, f prov id i.·c, g transrn is竺• ions ir,

accordar,ce w i. th tc.,cl7n ic c:d stan,Jards deterrn ir,ed by the

Board w i th a levE•l o f techn ical proouct ion that could be

compared w i th good e r. g in釦釘 in g pract ice in estab ished TV

stud ios in Br i ta in and the US伶~They were ヒ，ased c,n the
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informat ion gathered in my 1 '351 ove,へseas t ゃ i p and dra fted

i v•9 仁00perat 10n w i th 白l eC Meker心： ie - part icularl y ir,

relat ioY, to transm i t ter equ i pment .

Deta ils of all trans r,i i t t 巳r•、and stud io bu ild in g s:- · were

to be subm i t ted to the Bこ,ard for ap口rova i be t0•9＼ヨ

imp lerner,t a t i o •，·, of plans to prov i ci e- them. The draf t-·

standards were completed ir, February 1955 a1·,d pub l. ished

i ,, .June. The ヽ、rt巳ma i ned a巳 p;--C.9\~~ 巴l. 9:ma i st ，，•ndarcl s; し, ＼勺 t 1 j

re-- i 竺SUEd in a r•ev i 三ed and ampl i f ie口 form in Febr.uary

1 ,358.

The Board c~~ご介·,ducted per ioci ic e :c,arn ょnat ior心ミ9 f 口r t:he

TVOCP and issued cert i f icates t 亡9 S1ACCessful C.、and idate塁 ，

Com'ses for these· exa.rns WE•re conducte口.at RMTC t_·，y 卜iax

Al b istor, .

When I began W9:9.'へK. at the iiEdじE l,.-.Ea]. J. seo that t.he

job was adrn in ist',·at ive in natu百?. and tha t i ts

relat ionsh i p to future TV stat ions. oがこヽ ,_, l d be0 conf i neci t ヽ:-'

re gulatory funct ions, tests and ins,:•ect 10;r,s ． 如·, i le i t

prc,Vlded am import: ant mt ·foduct 1 、ご•l勺 い, the e巴t 己b l l shme疇

o f telev is ion serv ices - wtlich ex poさ ヤヘ1ence h示ci s i10wn I

would not have four,d in the ;::’ 卜1 E， ＂ 巳 I)ビI3ぷ9~tment9 " 「9ly l 口ee紅ニ

extended further than t 「l 迅 し • p•i y Emlb i t~ l o•r, l.9=~j る i ャ↓ さい／55 「aEWヨ れ

to play ar, act iv巳 part in the ac t.u2,1 set t ing up c, f

白ustral iar, i;elev is ion.

W i th my background of ex per i E l'1ce, rny Rad io,';ect i o,,

assoc iat ic,n w i th the ABC, and my part ic i pat ion in the
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1951 overseas Ty investigations, I rd uraburally hoped

do play a significant part in the establishment cf the

abical Ty service. {he Gaeermert was committed be the

establishment of commercial Ty services alsc, hut that

was a field I had rd even considered at this stage.

The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd intended ta apply

fo a commercial TV licence ir Nelbaume, ad ir November

1954 they brought Mr James C. Hanrahan, General Manager

cf TV statior WEWS, Cleveland, Ohic, to assist in the

preparabic cf their applicatiu hr Hanrahan was also

Vic@-President of the TV statics operated by the

Scripps-Howard Newspapers in the USR, with which the

Herald and Weekly Times had some affiliation. l attended

a very interesting lecture given by Mr Hanahan at the

Sheraton Hadel in Sprirg Street c "Televisic in

America:, and subsequently my gld friend Max Hooper cf

DE asked if I would like ta meet tr Hanrahar fo a mere

ciebailed discussion cf the subject.

Arid so it was that Neember 17th I had lurch with

ax Haper, James Harahan and Keith Cairrs, who had been

Chief of Staff at the "Eun News-Pictorial" and was then

assistant to the General Manager cf the "Sun"", Mr Bert

Pacini. Keith had been sent overseas by his wompary to

study Ty developments.

I did nt realise it at the time, but at that

lunches I was being given the "once-over", and c

December 13th I was agair invited to lurch with Bert



F頃c ir, i , t~e i th Ca irns and Max Hoopet、at Mol ir, t}!s

RE,staurant in S pr iY, g Street . -「hey asked me whether I

囚 仁,uld be interest巳d 1 n the po三．l t l om o f Ch ief Te].eVl s i om

En g ineer e1 i tl•， them ir, the event o·f the ir be ir,g successful

w i th then· ap pl icat ion for a cornrnerc ial l icer,ce.

I 巳a id I"',ould th ink about i t . Leav ir,g the

C⑳11'が可.weal tr, Publ ic Serv ice would be a ser ious step in rny

9: c恥 ― と逗 ·，•一 " Mr Pac i ·,, i asked i f I wou 1 d g ive h im a summary of

my qual i f icat ions and ex per ier,ce.

J had beer, i r, the Commc,r,wea 1 th Pub l i c Serv ice f ’ご9r 認

yeぷ やs. I was a permanent of f icer and had been

C こ： ＇,-,e:r i.but ing to the Commonweal th Superar,r,uat ion Scheme

で1n亡e 1930. Th j.s 茫nt i t 1 ed me t c, a superanr,uat i or, of 1 已（） （3

P°'-,ndEミ peゃar,r,um ，ご,n ret i ,-、eriler,t るt ら5 - or earl ier i f

ret ired t i-,rc,u gh i Y, 、Jal id i t y - and hal f th is amount to my

囚1clow in the ev巳nt of rny decease. Prornot ior, to a h i gher

p己 S，1 ℃ ioY, in the Serv ice would ir,c,吋ョase th is

巳．up巴『annuat ior, acc•9ご『rd ir, gl y , ar,d the annual payrner,t was

iY,dexed to cost-c, f-·l iv ing ad justments.

U和cier the Su pera,,r,uat io,, 印ct , the cornrnonweal th

comtr l. t]9_;ted こ文> / - for each 8/- pa id into tr,e fund by an

employee - but an ernp l.oyee who res i gned would be pa i.d r,o

B19:999~e t h さ ,, t !•`, を, total o f h is,:,,m contr ibut io,,s, w i thout

1nter巳 巳t• o,.-. any add i 七l.or,s. Im my case thls we~~-tld have

a,,muntEd t ,:, 口nl y 700 pc,,_mds.

Leav ing 七he Cornrnc,,,weal th Publ ic Serv ice, ther,, would

mean l•こヽss ．こ• f the日e cons iderabl 巳 s,_,perannuat i c,n bene f' i ts
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and a venture into the ur,kr,own world of pr ivate

er,terpr ise - w i thout the secur i t y prov ided by t 口e iご9ubl lc•

Serv ice, but w i. th the r isks at te,,dant t 心 th已

establ ishment of a nevi er,ter pr ise in a f ield a三． ＂Y，e t

,_\ ,.., tr、 ied ir, Rustrcd ia. I vias now 43 yea,••C; of age2r I f

th is job i ,·, commerc ial telev is io1·, d id ;•,ot succeed - c,r i f

I had to ret ire th,-.ough ill heal th_ - I knew i t rn i ,Jh t be

d i f f icul t for rne to f ind comparable employment else,ahere.

I had the wel fare of rny farn il y to cons id已r.

For reasor逗such as 七hese, res i gnat io·,·,s from the

comrnonweal t.h serv•l Ce. to t akE I-l p po5 i t i cmら1m 詞 ：I ヽiat.e

er,terpr ise, "'已·へe very,.,r,cornrnon. In the f ield o f

en g ineer in g you could count them ,コ 百 the f inge,•"• モ． 1こ1 和 9:9me

hand. Sam Junes (later S ir Samuel) had lef t to .JOU",

Star,dard Telephones and Cables Pt y Ltd. f':eg 恥,, yle, w i th

whom I worked in the Rad io Sect im·,, had left t ,こ , bec•OrnE

Ch ief Er, g ineeer of a Sydney rad io stat ion (and

subseque,-,t l y returned to the Department , d is i l i ,"ぽl ~:9 ·11三d).

I n December I had t raded my b l ue Van g >.ea )・可 (i cる． 1·- f O t·-. a

grey H illrna Y-, M inx, and I drove Ph y l.l a,,d Ch戸s t.'-•9

Adela ide to spend Chr istmas w :i. th.ご,ur ·fam il ies -- vぷ1 t. h my

rn ind fed 1 c,f prob 1 ems. I r<ヨsurned rjut y w i tl-, thE 凸 ！3CB o i-,

J·anuary 4tr, 亡

The He,-.a id and Weekl y T imes Ltd r.,aeI l,こ,c国 （2 cJ tr, ヒ.,l 1'

a ppl icat ion f,:,r a commerc ial TV l iceY,ce i ;• , Me i l::;,::,,~n• べY,e 心YI

the last day of 1954.
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Or, Jar,uary 5th the pos i t ior, of D irector of Techn ical

Serv ices (Telev is icm) in the 印BC was a t:lve ，，-t i sed. Th is

was the op portun i t y I had bee,·, wa i t ir, g for. H pc,s i t io,·,

ir, the ABC would prese,へve rny comrnonwea l th supe ·，•1armuat i om

er,t i tlements, but i t v;ould mean rnov inn my fam il y to

Sydney . Our daughter Chr is vias in her・l"<·th year, at 示

cr i t ical sta ge in her sschc«:,l ir, g , a_r,d such a move w,:,uld

cause 三ome d isrupt ion. Ther•e 囚ere advantages in

rer11a in ir,g ir, Melbourr,e.

f(e i th Ca irr,s rar, g me or, Jar,ury らth, enqu ir i r,.g about

the data reqL1ested by Mr Pac in i . I dec ided i t viould be

as viell to have two iror,s i.r, the f ire, so I preparヽed ar,

a ppl icat ion fc,r the ABC pos i t ion and a surnrnary of

qual i f icat ions ar,d ex per ience f,:,r Mr Pac1n i - and lod gec!

them both c,n January 14th. F ive days later I had "'

furth~r d iscuss ior, w i th 叫Pacin i and Ke i th Ca i吋,s, in

wh ich I expla ined my p ，，-oblem regard ing superann,_,at ion.

Then I began to exam i Y-,e the al terr,at ives 1n m,:、re

deta i 1. I had a d 珪．cllss-s ion w i th Bruce Ma ir, the onl y

eng i,,.,eer member of the ABCB Boa,-.d, who$e.Jud gernemt I

respected. I told h im ，ご, f the a pproach by 「4r Pac.1 l,.91 and

showed h im a draft let ter set t ing c,ut cond i t ions unde;•

wh ich I m i gh t be pre pared to negot iate a coY-, tract w i th

the Herald and Weekl y T ime竺, . . Bruce sa id HWT had th 巳

reputat ion of be iY, g a good ernploye,ヽ ．I told h i 「,1 I had

also appl ied fc,r the ABC pos i t i o-n, and he sa id he

bel ieved Mr Ch i pp ir,dall would support rny appl icat ion.

B t、uce cc,r,sul ted Mr Osborr,e, who agreed that c,ne rn仁げ 缶

じ ＃ （，



not ice would be E, p pro pr iate i f I dec ided to leave the

Serv ice.

Appl ica t ion巳 for the ABC job had clc,sed cヽr•, January

17tt•， 、 I ramg Cha,·les 閃 仁,ses to as,k i f an est imate was

pc,ss ible,:,r, the d ;a tE 、：こ~•F dec is ic、n or, th is pos i t ic、n. HE

est irnated the 8t t-, tご,r 9th of Februa_ry . I told h irn,::, f the

cor,m1erc ial TV of fer aY,d prom ised to adv ise h im at 01·,ce i f

I took any def i. ,, i te step regard i 百9 that .

The .r,I inte,-.v ie囚ed Mr Sar,dersa. of the AMP Soc iet y or·,

the quest ion of add i t ional l i fe insurance ar,d had a

cornprehe•白s ive rnecl i.cal eHarn inat ion by Dr A. E. Coatesa., 'ごヽn

the >へecor,m1enda t ion of Ted Stewart . Dr Coates had a

re puta七l 仁, ,-, for 01 0-c,derful "いこ·,·9-•k uc, injured tr,:,ops in the

VJar zori 巴dur ing t,; 仁,rld War II. He prc,r,our,ced me f i t .

On Jay叫a,-y 已らth I v;rote tO Mr• F~ac iY, i outl i·r, iY, g a

bas i s of 巳uper-ar•n l or, wh.ic寸7 I cons idered would be

appropr iate t ,こ, the su g gested pos i t io·,·,, in assoc iat ior,

w i th a th ャヘee yea.,▲ ち cont ,、act. “ Th 巳se r,12,t ters were d iscussed

1n deta i 1 in ean-l y Feb).-.~-し ふry べ 囚l t:hout any comm l t memt on

e i ther s ide,

Ap p l i c• るni． をて． f ,·「＇r• the nBC .) 0b were i nt er-.v i ewed a t t he

白BC of f irこ£2S at h1 迅jel la in St K i. lda Road on Febr しぽ叶‘y 8th,

by the full bc,ard,ご,•F,me Comm iss ion匂~s. I was fol lowed

by four other cand idatess ロ
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Ther, passed ter, weeks, w i th r,c, ciec is ior, by the ABC.

D iscreet enqu ir ies fa iled to ind icate_ ar,y 1 ikel y date for

a dee i. s ion. :r t, t·he meant ime •；I had reached the

cc,ncllls ion that i f no ABC dec is i.c・ -,- , r,ad iJeen made by the

t i rne that c•omme四：：• i al l ice冗謬翠 如習e granted, then I "'Ould

acce pt the pos i t ion of Ch ief En 日 ineer w i th the Herald and

We巳kl y T imes Ltd i f they were gran_ted a telev is ion

l icence. In d iscuss ions w i th Mr P示c in i they had agreed

to a th,-·ee yem- c,:,,,-,tract w i th t trc0 r i. ght ,:, f rer,ewal by

both s ides, four week． 巴arml年1 leave, a salary gre_ater

tham that ,:, f the REC· POS i t ior, anci 三9_" iom

arrangemer,ts wh ich - though infer ior to those c, f the

Commonwea 1 th ,:, むrv ice -- were a やEさ 迅 缶9コ i，9 匂：，1 e comp,、om i Se 示 口d

qu i te geY,ercous fo,べ pr ivate enterp ,―.1 竺e. I had c: ,こ,rnplete

仁•onf idence i •，·, my ab il i t y to do just1 ご 茫 to the t a ←.I4~ of

establ ish in g a cor,,r,1erc ial TV ,a.tat i 己 れ ふnd operat i 1•, g i t a s;.

ef f ic ientl y as I had seer, cornr,1町c ia1 stat ic中9S operated lm

the USA 。 I f I toc,k th is st 巳 口 I m•"•仁9 p こ心,.e ci tc, take out an

i ,,., 旬urance pol icy for a cons iderable am•こ•9-mt. 9ご9 .ri fi y OW19,

l i f巳 ， mat,.<r in g at the ret ir j 仁\ g f2 、ごヽ f 5'.う ▲

O r-, Monday Ape-. i l 18th the 已：只誌 餌謬~t.er E造 .,.， 巴9芦1

atmour,ced that the Government had ばE• こ id巳d t ,:, g·,··2.-c北．

comraer1c i a l T\i l i cemees t o app.I. 3 ． 仁 る9E: t. 9こ． で を 「 ＇こ9rnme,..9(1 ←ci t,y t h伝

凸BCB, $ub.jec t t o t he fu l f i l mem1: ,:, f ふ r几99 f! tパ o f （こ． ，ごヽ·nd i. t i られ 竺＇

- i-1h i ch included the observa,·心e o f " 竺 ,__,c• いst 己nda i•~C i 巳 i て9

regard to the techn ical equ i 口mem·t and ,ご9F士虹―.at 1 仁9 ·，r' ’こ‘ f t he

stat ion as the Board deterrn inecs."

仕 サ る



L icer,ces were to be gra,,ted for f ive years ( frorn the

date by wh ich cer寸 ta ir, cond i t ions were sat isf ied) i ,,.,

Sydr,ey to - Amal gamated Telev is,.on Serv ices Pt y Ltd a,心

Telev is ion Corporat ic,r, Ltd (a cornpa·ny to be formed)

amd i ,,., 廂lelbourr,e t ,:, - General Telev is ion Corpor忌t 10r,

Ltd and a company to be formed by The He,、ald and Weekl y

T imes Ltd.

Nex t day I was inv i ted to lunch w i th Bert ,:国1Y心 句,d

Ke i th Ca irns, who then took rne to the Herald Bu ilら ir, g ir,

Fl inders Street to meet the Mar,a g ir,g D i ,、ec•tor、h19••• J . F.

w i l l i arils, who r、uled the company w i th a rod of i i^ 'ご ヽn ar,d

祖s feared by al l. f<e i th Ca irns l ived i.n great awe o f

JFW, ar,d presented rne w i th some· trep idat ion. I was

t~ear ir, g my old school t ie, ar,d when I entered h is o f f ice

JFW excla imed-" 白h! - St Peters!" He had assoc iates 切｀9

h is staf f a r-,d on the all ied sta f f of the 白dela ide

白dvert ;．ser who were "Old Sa ints". The interv iew was

qu i te coャ 可d ial, and Ke i th sa id when we le f t · t i-,e hol y

sanctum "I t was a good job you we,、e wear in g that t ie!"

Th巴 terms of the thr、ee y巴ar cor,tract , prev iousl y

har,,rnered out w i th Be,→t Pac in i , were con f irmed. The t1 「Ile

haci cortle for、rny 巳econcl cr i t ical dec is i (ー．り ］ 百 丘9C~ yEar"三 ロ

The f::lBC had made,,o dec i 名 ：icqr,9 -: I る greE(:1 to acce pt th臼

pos i t ion w i th Th巳Herald and Weekl y T ir,1es. A b ird in t tie

hand was wort !, two ir, the bush!

＃ サ グ



Returning to the ABCR, I gave notice to Mr Dsbome

of my intention to resign from the Commonwealth Public

Service.

The die was cast. Ny future depended cr my

performance from now on, phyll was a little dubious

about the wisdom of my decisiori, but she accepted it

philosophically.

regret it.

I hoped she would rever have cause to

Next morning Keith Cairns handed me a typewritten

proposal and we visited the South Melbourne property

intended for coersion ta television studios at the

corner of Wells and Dorcas Streets shades of my visit

to St Lukes in 1936 and to Byer Industries in 1953! 0r

April a1st I lodged a formal notice of resignatior and

replied to the HWT acceptirg their proposal.

I spent the next fortnight completing tasks in hand

at the ARCE and ceased duby there o Friday Nay 6th. Dor

cDeald presented me with a cocktail shaker, tray and

set of glasses at a farewell gathering» I had few

regrets. The prospect of being able to shape my cwr

future, though challenging, was very attractive. Because

of the statutory responsibility of the RBCB for the

ccbrol of commercial TV broadcasting I knew that I would

maintain cetact with mary of the engineers in the Board

who I had krowr since I first came to Melbourne.



名幻

Leav ing the Publ ic Set、v ice, I had to res i g ,, from the

POA. I at ter,ded my 1 ast meet i r, g of the Execut ive Co tmc i 1

on May 3rd, wher, I rece ived congratulat ior心and a part in g

g i ft of my f irst electr ic razor. I sa id I regret ted

leav i ,,g the POA where I lear疇 the importa,,ce o f' t琴rfI

wc,rk.

The Herald publ ished an announcernent w i th photos of

the f i tへst th y、ee a p p ,:, intrnents t ,:, i ts telev is i ,:, 白

trndertak i ,.-, g on May 18th - Ke i th Ca irr,s as Mana 目 巳r.,' rny5巴l. f.

as Ch ief Eng incae,―~and Lyle Lloyd as ass is,tant Ch i. ;ョ f

E r-, g ineer. Teio d2.ys later I hふd a rflCヽst hearte-,11 ·（9 g

.,.9E示ct i ,:, r, from the members c, f Rc,strurn Club fJ ,:, . こ9-5 因hen I

er,tered the room to a rour,ci c, ·f a p plause.

Al though I ceased dut y w i th the ABCB on M的'Gth, my

res i gr,at ion frorn the Seでv ice d id r,ot take. ef fect,_9YIt i :i

June 已5th, when I rece ived a refur,d o f 73'> F~'四 国．is f炉••，h1}'

25. 5 years cont ,•, i but ions to the superarmuat: i f」 ·，.•9 Ful1cj -

w i t i冗凶t interest ! I t逗ed i t. to pay o f f t17 巳h19:~ 「'•1. g セ'1 ge ， ご, ·,·,

,:,ur house, togethe,.,. w i th my pay in l i ,豆l O f f しいづ． ，し ：9LI gr, Tiot:

taken. S c, whatever the fut,.,.,·e held for rn己 ぅ ",E O因 •，-, と？9 ． ，二, ,_, .,ヘ

ow,,., house. We had a r,：●9of ovEr ，ご,u.,- r.IEe追 国 I ·1し に•9：中． out.

that large insurance pol icy e',1 th t t•9E A図F~, h1紅： し, ., i ^！ 目a t th 巴

age,:,f 55.

I bega r-, dut ies,i i th the HWT on Monday 叫i ;e. y ':I th,

M ine was the f irst appo iY,trnent as Ch ief Tel 乞V i s).on

[
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En g ineer in Allstral ia. Dur ing the nex t fe,i rnonths Ch :ief



Free and Lloyd Hadfield were also working independently

with E~I,

Back ir Australia, Lyle Lloyd joined radic EDE

Melbourne, Carl Wilhelm joined the FG Research

laboratories, and Colin Stockbridge, Les Free and Lloyd

Hadfield went to the Log Range Weapons Establishment at

Salisbury; South Australia,

when TV preparations began in 1955, Lyle .Lloyd

joined me at HT, Lloyd Hadfield and Colin Stockbridge

joined the AEu, and Les Free joined John Briton at

Television Corporation, Sydney. Dave Pritchard had

obtained Ty experience with Marconi*s at Chelmsford ir

Eng lard. durray Stevens's assistant was to be Nervyr

Davies who had Ty experience with both ENI and Marconi's

in England.

i was an impressive army cf acquired experience ir

television techniques, Ir playing my part ir the

establishment of Australian television services I was to

be ir good copay!


