EHAFTER TWO

A\ 2
Saints

Our parents were determined to complete our
education at good private schools, although this meant
consliderable saerif1c§ art their part to meet the cost
irvelved. My name had been put down for S5t Peter's
Callege and 1 began my schooldays there at the age of ten
in 1982, Doug Loan, also a student there, was given the
responsibility of escorting me until I was sufficiently
familiar with the Jjourney to travel alone. Rt Albsrton
railway station I caught the steam train to Adelaide, and
Daug Jjoined the train at Woodville. UOn reaching the city
we had to catech am electric tram on Nertdh Terrace to take
us to St Reters in Hackney =~ about two and a half miles
from the city. It was Rnown through South Australia as

"Saimbs.

I entered Sainta in Form IV in the Preparatory
School, which was close to the main swtrance, then in
Fayneham Road, and separated from the Senior School by a
iong avenue of plane trees. The "Prep" School buildings
were net very inspiring - red brick with a rather
ingtitutional appearance. My form master was B ("Mop")
Edyvean, sc nicknamed because of his unruly mop of thieck
brown haiv, My chief woarries were Latin and French -

which I met for the first time.



The Rev. HKermeth Juliarn Faithful Bickersteth was
Headmaster throughout my years at Saints, but F {("Ranji™)
Ware was in charge of the Frep which he founded in 1910,
Ware had a very brown complexiorn, which earned him the
vickriame hy analogy with the thern famous Indian cricketer

Rarjitsirhiji, popularly known as "Ranji".

5t Feters was fournded irn 1848 and was the fourth
cldest school in the Commonwealth. DOrnly threes older
srhocls existed — twe 1vn Tasmania and King's School,
Farramatta, in New South Wales. Saints had gaivned a
raputation for producing students of character and
scholastic achievement in the traditiocn of the great
Eriglish Public Schoals. 1. J.F. Rickersteth, sducated at
Rugby and Oxford, came to Saints in 13920, In 1922 the

Frep had gvawh.tc 200 boys.

The rnearest buildiwg ir the Sernior bSehool was the
Memorial Hall, then under cornstruction beyond the far end
of the averue. Its foundaticon stome had been laid in
1321 and the boys of the Brep, on their way to morening
Chapel, had to file past the stomemasorns wha skilfully
chipped away at the heavy blocks of freestone from the

schozl' s guarry at Tea Tree Gully.

Ir my first year wmy special friend was E.J. (Edmurnd)
Sharpe - the eldest son of G.F. {("Mate”") Sharpe, Seniar
Maths Master and (with the Head), master of the Lixth

Form in the Senior Schocl — who lived ivne "the Cottage'”, a
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ramblirng old house on the scuth side of the School DBval,
I spernt some happy times with the Sharpe family - Edmund,
&ahet and the younger sonm W.G., also known as "Mate".
However owr ways parted after Form IV —- Edmund to move to

Form Ya and I tao Faorm Vb in 1923,

Ivi Vb my form master was N, J, Williams and my
special friend was C.T. (Colir) Moodie. We were to be in
the same Forms for the next three vears., Ehristian names
ware rever used in those years, but nickrames were
O, We had "Nigger” (B.L.) Ellis, "Pump"” (F.H.BG.}
Geddes, "Jumbo" (J.H.) Hinde, "Moonlight” {(H.M.) Morris,
"Nellie" {(R.M.) Niehus, "Judy" (R.L.) Parker amd "Jeryry"
{(J.R.) Price. How some of those wicknames arose will

always be a mystery.

D.H.A. (Dernzil} Faote was the son of the conductor
of the Rdelaide rechestra, amd 1w the form room before
the master appeared he would often delight his form-mates
with an imprompta Y"organ recital?” at his desk -~ fingering
imagirery keys and pulling out imagirnery stops, to the
accompaniment of "organ noises'” from his versatile
throat. Thern he would conduct an imaginery oorchestra

with a r»uler as a baton.

Forms Va and Vb had doorways ocpening orn to a small
qquwaﬂgle with the boarders?! diming room on the opposite
side. Several of us used to play a game krnown as "feet

off the ground” daring mooningrecess o lanch fime. Boys
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would stand on doorway or verandah steps, or on plumbing
structures around the guadrarngle, while one stood in the
centre playing "he". Boys would endeavour to charvge
positions by dartimg across the guad, but if the Y
playing "he" caught them before they omce again had "feet
off the ground” thern they had to take aver as "he". 8]
pretty harmlesns game, providing excitement and exercise
to fill in a few odd momernts with much shouting and

hilarity.

Iri 1924 the Head made a radical charge in the House
System. Until thew the "Houses" into which the boys were
divided, for the purpose of sport and other competitiown,
were named after the masters in charge of them. From
1924 the day-boy houses were named after founders and
berefactors of the school — 8hort, Hawke, Farrell and
Dalosta, the boarders house corbiruing to be krown as

School House. I fourd myself in Short.

Mocdie and I moved to Form Ya in 1324, under "Ranji"
Ware who had just returned From extended leave,
cocasioned by his wife’s sickrneses, to take up duty as
second-in—-command of the Frep. The rew master—-in-charge
was E. Stohes. M. H. 0. ("Micah') Forbes tocok us for
Fremnch. In this yvear he had a roving commlission,
involving some duties in the Sewmior Schoaxl, Our windows
i Ya-had a clear vigsw of the long avernue of plane trees
Joining the Prep to the Semicor Schocl, betweern the

playing fields on either side. As the French period



approached we could see "Micah” striding down the avenue
=~ his furled umbrella serving as a walking stick and his

academic gown billowing out behived him. He would burst

into the form—voom with &8 "Bon jour, mes enfarnts! Le
ciel est bleuw, les ociseaux sont toussants! Comment vous
portez-vous?” He had founded the Scout troop i 1928 and

was a stickler for discipline, but he had achieved
natoriety by his kilted highland—darcing over orossed-—

swords at school concerts.

Bur individual desks had a slight slope and the wood
was not particularly hard. Someone had found that the
edge of & permy, pressed hard into the wood and dragged
dowr, made a groove which cowuld be smoocthed by freguent
pernicil applications. Ivn this groove a procession of
small ball-bearirngs would roll down. This led tao &
competition betweern bays in the constructicon of the most
elaborate "railway tracks"” in the desks, meandering down
fram top to battom and some even having "brarnch lines”
with "points” at the junctions farmeq fraom half the point
of a steel writing nib. This activity was restricted to
times when the master was aut of the roomy, and "trains”
of ball bearings rolled merrily down to dive of f the

bottom edge.

The practice gairned force and the surfaces of some
desks begar to resemble plates of black spaghetti.
Eventually the practice came to the rnotice of the Head,

and the chopper fell. All boys who had constructed the



ball races were required to attend school on Saturday
morning and spernd an houwr or two, under supervision,
planing their desk surface smooth apgain. There were no
move ball races, but many bays left their mark in the

form of a date and initials neatly carved in the desk.

During those early years of travelling by trairn from
Albertorn to the city the imposing vew Rdelaide Railway
Station was being built, and it was a conmtivuing interest
to see the further progress made each day. Today it has
beern transformed intc the Qdélaide Casing, and the

electric trams to 5t FPeters have been replaced by buses.

On the corner of Todd Street and Brougham Place
opposite cur home was the residevce and surgery of Dr
Fercival Cherry. He had a daughter Aileer and two song,
Eddie arnd RAlan. Eddie was the elder, arnd slightly
younger tharn I. Wher the time came for him to attend
Baints 1 was asked to escort him, as Doug Learn had
escorted me. This beganm a close friendship that lasted

all the years we lived at Albertor.

The Cherry house was large, starnding in spacious
grounds that extended across the block from Todd Street
to Kingscote Street. Both Eddie and I were proud owrners
of Hornby clockwork trains, gauge 07, armd on weekends 1
was'iﬁvited to joinm him and spernd the day assembling
tracks that ran down the passage and in and out of rooms.

Each week we had a different layout and ocur combined



callection of rolling stock, points and crossings made an
impressive display. It was great fun, and scmetimes 1
was invited to stay to tea. Their meals were very formal
with finger-bowls and tasty dishes served by their

maidservant, "Tay", which was short feo Mrs Taylor.

My sister Marjorie used to play with Eddie's sister
Rileern, but their chief interest was ”dw9$5ing up" and
acting stories from those wonderful volumes edited by
Arthur Mee — "The Children’s Encyclopaedia®. They lived
irn an entirely different world. In those days Marjorie
was still “"the little sister” - the apge difference of
four and a half years kept us apart, arnd it was mot until
I left school that I began to appreciate bher as a kindred

spirit, a talented artist and a staurnch ally.

After attending Miss Bartlett’s Kinderparten,
Marjoyvie begarn school in 1924 at Girtom House rear the
City, travelling with Ella Kayser, Ted’s sister.

However, two years later Girtorn was reconstituted as
Girton Pty Ltd, which required a substantial moretary
investment by all parents with girls at the school. This
was too much of a éuPdEh for dad, sc Marjorie moved to
the Methodist Ladies College and travelled there with
Florerce and Brace Kirby, who lived at Port Adelaide.

" ﬁadia BErocadcasting, or "Wireless” as it was then
called, was iwmtraduced in Adelaide in 1924, The first

travsmitting stations were SCL and SDN. The more



powerful SCL was am A’ class station operated by Central
Braadecasters Ltd. and financed by listeners’ licence
fees. Btaticn SDN was 'R class, firnarnced by commercial
advertisemnents, Frogrammes consisted of music, talks,
market reports, rnews and weather information with the
accent on music — both "live' and recorded — and
transmissicrm hours were very limited. Every "listerner”

was requivéd to pay a licernce fee to the Goverrment.

I built my first "crystal set", a rudimerntary radio
receiving unit with variometer turming avd headpbhornes for
"listening in". The receiving aerial was strung between
the top of dad’s flagpole and a chimrney ar ocur house.
Hoisted by a sashcord through the pulley at the top of
the guyed pole, it consisted of stranded copper wire,
isclated by poreelain eggshell-insulators at each end and
canhected\by an insulated "lead-in"” through a window to
the corystal setb. The set was about the size of a 4 litre
wine cask and the "ocrystal detecter” on its top surface
had a metal "cats whisker" which had to be applied to
different areas on the corystal until a sensitive spot was
found, giving rectificaticon of the ivcoming sigmal.
Frogramme schedules were published in the daily papers
ard we would sit beside this contraption wearing
headphones and listening to the still small voice anmd the

music.



My grandmcther at Wocdville was am invalid, unable
to leave the house. I made a duplicate orystal set for

her, which gave her a great deal of pleasure.

With the dawrn of hobby construction such as this I
rieeded some tools of my own. Dad, wot wwmaturally,
abjected to my using any of his, With the expense of my
schocl fees 1 was rot able to have much pocket money, but
with determirned saving I managed to acguire a hand
cperated drill, a scorewdriver, pliers, hacksaw and

scldering irom — which sufficed for my immediate needs.

ARbout this time I became interested in Meccano, and
received one of the sarly construction sets for
Christmas. The constructiorn manuals which came with the
set made me want to construct more and more ambiticous
models, and I put every perny of pocket money towards the

purchase of more components.

We had an upright "Lipp" piarncs at Alberton amd for
three years from 1823 I had pianoforte lessons from Miss
Srandfield who lived at the cormer of Brougham Flace and
Railway Terrace. The theory of music fascirnated me and
each year 1 passed the theory examinatiorns of the Trinity
College of Music — but I was very lax with my practising
arnd sat for wo practical exams. When I began to study
far"Qleic Examirmations at school I dropped the
piancforte lessoans. It was evidernt that I would wnever be

arn accomplished piarnist although I loved music.



Graduating from comic papers such as "Chips" and
"Comic Cuts" I had become arn avid reader of the stories
about the imaginary English public schools Greyfriars and
8t James, published in the weekly boys magarines, The
Magret and The Gen. These may not have been firest class
literature, but they extolled the public school tradition
af fair play, honest behavicur amd loyalty to the scheoal
antd one’s friends. They were good reading and I am sure
they were a good influernce on a gerneratior oo two of
schoalboys.  Well, whern I moved up to the Sernior School
at SBaints in 1923, and graduated from "shorts® to long
trousers or "longuns”, I felt as though 1 was becoming
part of those stories. The spirit of the great Ernglish
public sehools was here, armd we were made to feel that
the school motto — "Pro Deoc et Patria" -~ really meant

something.

The first influence came from the stately buildings
- the School House, the oldest, built in 1849 with its
central clock tower anmd mulliormed gothic windows ~ the
Chapel; dating from 1861 — the classrooms surrounding the
Eig Buadrangle with its cewtral fourntaiv — and the
Memorial Hall, then rising to second floor level but

still far from completico.

The schocl day revolved arocund these buildings,
beginning with a brief service in the Chapel, with its
tiled wnave flarnked by tiers of carved pews awmd a blue

cetrtiing with & geometric pattern of golden stars.

56



Frayers, & hymn and notices for the day were intored by

the Head.

In the Prep, each form had remained in its cwrn Form
racm throughout the day. If a different master was to
take a certain subject he came to the form room; but in
the Senicr 8chocl, masters stayed in their own form roomns
and when a master specialised in a certain subject - such
as Physics, Chemistry or Maths — the boys came to him for
that subject. Each boy had a& locker inm his owe form room
and for a "pericd"” with one of these subjects he had to
select the bocks reguirved and move to the appropriate
raom. This usually meant orossing the Big Guadrangle.

At the luricheon break there was always a wild rush down
the pathway to the tuckshop by the Trinity Street gate.

Moodie went home to lunch in nearby Marlborough Street.

The bell for afterroon classes was rung by the
Bchool Marshall, "Tit"® Terode, and at the end of the day
boys filed into the "Big Schoolroom” for Muster, Notices
were read from the stage by the School Captairn, but my
attertion usuyally wandered to the gothic panels own the
side walls with the names of scholarship wirmers and the
arvay of paper—tailed steesl-nib darts on the lofty wooden
ceiling -~ projected there by skilful boys of ar earlier
peverat ior. That room was later trarmsformed into the

Stow Memcrial Library.



The second influerice came from the cutstanding body
of schocol masters at Saints in 1925, administering
discipline ta cver 400 baoys in the Sewnior School. Eight
boys beside myself had moved into Form Va3 from the Prep
Va, including C.T. Moodie (mow Moodie II, because his
elder brother Bob was in the Sernior Schocl), C.N. Thomas
{san of Bishop Nutter Thomas) and B. Walkley — all of
wham I was to have contact wifh in later life. There
were alsoc several rnew boys, including J.J. Bray and E.
Cottrell and C.H. Bammann from Pultensy Grammar. Our
form master was R.E. Camerorn, affecticornately known as
"Cam", who had won the Military Cross as a Lisutenant in
World War I and was to serve the Schocl for 48 years,
some as Acting Headmaster. "Cam” was a wonderful teacher
arnd a great humanitarian. He was alsc my Housemaster in

Short House.

Our fovrm room was the central one in & row of three
onn the south side of the Big Quad. These three were
later demclished about 1935 te make room for a larger
guadrangle with swrounding cloisters.  There was a heavy
woaden dode, always kept locked, between owr room and the

adicining form yoom.

Ore of ocur members, "Judy" Farker, was the son of a
pharmacist, with access to some of his father’s chemical
Supﬁlies. Ovi more thanm ome occasicon he brought some
gunpowder to schoal and, during the luncheorn break,

placed some in the larpge kevhole of this door, Just



before the bell for resumption of classes he put a mateh
ta this and smartly slapped a luncheon tin cver the
keyhole orn ow side. The result was that boys entering
the classroom orn the cther side of the door found the
voom inexplicably filled with gurnpowder smoke, which took

several mirutes to clear.

Arncther favouwrite practical joke corsisted of
surreptitiously apening a flask comtaining & solution of
hydrogern sulphide whilst standing in the gueue awaiting
ertry to the Big Schoolvoocm For Muster. The resulting
smell of "rotten eggs” caused ekpressiows of revulsion

all arownd.

"Cam" took us for most subjects, but we had to nmove
to other form yooms for French, Maths, Arithmetic and
Physics — subjects which were optiocrnal choices wnot taken

by the whole form,

"Crusty” Gillham tock us for Physics — a delightful
marn with a puckish sense of humowr, whose manmer belied
his rmickmname. I remember his sayirng to onme of ug
"Yourngmarn, I wish you would sit away from that wirndow — I
doev’t like the light coming through your ears”. O
ancther occasiorn he sent orne of the class cver to the
chemistry lab to cbtain some copper sulphate orystals
froim éhe chen master, J.S5. ("Sreaker®) Thomson, whao had a
reputaticrn of beirg very careful with his belonginos.

The boy returved with five crystals. "Crusty” sent him
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back with three, with his tharnks. He said "1 admire Mr

Thamson —he has the tenacity of a British bulldog!"

Bur "Maths” master was "Mate” Sharpe, a brilliant
mathematician but very droll. Whern he did smile it was
like a fleetivg glimpse of sunshine through the clouds.
He always carried a lewmgth of string in his pocket, with
which he drew circles on the blackboard -holding one end
with his left thumb and sweeping the chalk at the other

ernd inm arn arc with the right hand.

Ome of ocur rnumber, Faul Casson, played the trumpet
irn the School Orchestra, which rehearsed ivn the Chapel
immediately after movning service. This meant that
members of the orchestra arrived late for the first
period on rehearsal days. The music could be heard from
"Mate's" Form roon. Whern Faul arrived late for Maths,
with his trumpet and a polite apology, "Mate” said

victhing, but soclem~ly handed him a halfpermy.

Our family doctor was Dy A. V. Bemson, a man moulded
i the fradition of comscientious genersl practiticoners.
Wher I began schoxl at Saints ivn the Prep he gave me a
certificate of exemptiaorn from coricket and football
because I swuffered from a bernia ivn the groin and had to
wear a truss. He had a curiocus habit, probably designed
to br%mote child confiderce. Whary I was confinmed to bed
with arny sickrness, on perceiving a bottle of prescribed

medicirne by the bedside, Dy Renson would stretch the



muscles of his hand so that a small depression formed on
the back at the roct of the thumb and forefinger. Into
this he would pour a drop or twoe of the medicine, raise
it %o his lips, taste it and emack his lips, declaring it

was good!

In common with many boys at Saiwmts I used to have my
hair cut at "Lodge and Wilkinson — Gentlemer’s
Hairdressers" o the corner of Grenfell S5treet and Gawler
Flace in the city. A long-established business, they had
a system of mechanised brushes. Secured ta the ceiling
above the row of barber’s chairs was a lewvng motor driven
shaft carrying several pulleys, arocurnd which hung elastic
rubber belts. At the lower end of these belts could be
inserted a loose pulley attached to a cylivdrical brush
o a shaft between two handles — rather like a hedpehog
turmned inte a rollivg pine. Whers & barber finished
cutting youwr bair he would switeh on the electric motor,
grasp these hardles with both harnds and apply the
Putating hedgehog to the back and top of your head. It
was like being run over by a carpet sweesper, and any
loose hairs were foreibly ejected towards the facing
miryoar. I rather enjoyed this procedure, which I have

seern at no other barber's shop.

However, 1iwm my Frep days I contracted "ringworm” on
my forehead — a contagicus furngal growth on the skin.
Mother was sure I had caught it from the rotating

hedgehogs at the barber’s shop. Whern Dr Bernson treated
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it I told him of mother's theory. He asked "Which barber
do you go ta?? I told him Lodpge and Wilkinsorn.
"Norisernse, " he said, "Best barber ivn towrn — I go there

myself!" The infection disappeared in a few days.

Whert I entered the Senicr Schasl he considered my
hernia had been cuwred, and said I could discard the truss
and play cricket and football. Lacking experiernce, 1 was

not very good at either activify.

Dur gymmasium instructor was "Doec” Renrnetbt. He had
a rhythmical delivery of instructions for "physical
Jerks” -

"R orne—and two—and three- and forwards
fArnd one—and two-arnd three-and sideways——"

and so or. The old gymrnasium was ivn the building row
comverted inta the dignified Da Costa dining Hall. Half
the floor was surfaced with concrete;, for physical jerks,
and the cther half with tan bark for apparatus exercises.
At the top of the slippery poles, on the lower chovd of
the roof truss, were scrawled the names of those younn
hopefuls who had beerr agile erdupgh to climb right to the

top ~ a feat much admirved by all.

In the S5enicr Schoocl I became comscicus of the
traditionrnal rivalry hetweers Baints, with its Anglican
bacfgweuﬂd, and the predominantly Methodist Frince Alfred
College — or "Princes" as it was universally known.

Bairnts boays wore blue caps, FPrinces were red. The top
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ericket and football teams of thse two colleges met each
vyear at the Adelaide Dval for conmtests krnowry as “"the
Irter—-Cxlls". To be sure, matches were held with other
schools orn their respective playing fields but the Inter-—
Colls at the Adelaide Oval were soccial events and the
most important in the sporting calendar - eagerly looked

farward to by boays of both schools arnd their families.

The Inter—Coll football match was always held on the
last Friday o Saturday in July and the cricket was after
exanminations, over the second weekernd in December — on
Friday, Saturday and Monday. fhe Sewnior Schools of
" Baints and Princes attended in force, cccupying twa
adjacent sections of the main grandstand and providing
healthy vocal support for their teams. Arn athletic
contest was alsc held between these schools, but that was

a relatively gquiet affzir.

School songs were sung at these fixtures with gusta,
and each school had several. I particularly ernjoyed —

"Herels a health to all 8t Peters men
et us drink it while we can

With a tocast to row and a toast to then
Fill a bumper, esvery mar.

Here's to you boys, old and new boys,
'Neath the sterrn but kindly rule

Here's health to all 5t Peter’s men
And a cheer for the dear old Schosi!®

followed by a vooiferous - "Hooray !



Frivces had & song, "The Best Schoacl of Q11" which I
considered more musical tharn any of owrs, but they alsc
sang a parady. One of ocour Saints songs began —

"Here's to the good old School
The Schocol of white amd blus ——"

which ended with a lusty shout ~ "Buck in Saintstii"

For their parody, the Frinces bays all rose from
their seats, daffed their red caps in mock solemmnity, and
sarng in & mowrnful dirge -

"Here® ~to—-the~furnmy—old School
The School—-of white—and Blue....”

ending with & shouted — "5it an Saintst!”

It was a friendly rivalry thounh, and the Schaools
respected one ancther. As was to be expected, the
fortumes fluctuated — but iw my four years in the Senior
School Saints wor &all Inber-Coll football and oricket
matches against Princes. Our teams were dominated by
several cutstanding players. The first eighteern included
I.H. Seppelt and J.W. Flaod for four years and W.H.
Baudiwvet for thiee. The Ffirst eleven included Seppelt
ard 5.F. Dowrer for four years and Bawdirnet, Flood arnd
C.G. Toams for three. It was a periocd of memcrable
sportsmer. A.H. Young was ir the Inter—Coll Athletics

team for five years and in the football for twa.

I sang the S5chocdl sorgs with enthusiasm and cheered
my teams from the grandstand wherever a goal was kicked

o a bourndary hit.



Orice a year the Schonl made ancther mass exodus on
ot Peter’s Day, the 29th of Jurme. Rt St Feter's
Cathedral, Saints and Pulterey Brammar boys opcupied one
side of the nave. On the other side were the girls of
Woeodlands Brammar and S5t Peter’s Collegiate Giris
Schonls, Durivg the service there were many attempts by
the boys to attract the girls? attention, but my
strongest recollecticr of those pilgrimages rests in the
wn—-psical "squawks! made by the feet of the wooden
chairs on the tiled floowr, as the cornpregation rose to
sing, o knelt down for prayers. Masters and school
mistresses kept a watchful eye for any attempt at
clandestine commurnicaticw,. At that stage I couldr’t care
less -~ I was more interested in Meccaro. The aftermnoon

was a half-haoliday for the schools concerned.

In Va3, "Cam" had a great love of English literature

ard encouwraged uws to try ouwr hand at weiting poetry. I
fournd this a fascinating exercise and had two poems
published in the School Magazine. Ivn later years I
preferred to dabble in light verse and experiment with
different metrical forms. In those days it was the
fashicn for yourg people toc keep "autograph books”, in
which their friernds were invited toc write some
engcoitraging o amuwsing message above their signature. I
found such reguests irritating, and devised my cwn
rejpiﬂder inm verse —

"Dear (so and so)

No epigram o diagram symbolical
Flows from my pern — no anecdate or story allegorical

& i~



A joke which {(told in company appropriate) has
brought a laugh
Discretion bids me hesitate to place above my
autooraph!
In search of & guoctation, ore ivn desperation has to
cuss
And siere the Book of Proverbs, or perhaps
Eccleciasticus
I am, in spite of reticerce, a most sincere well-
wisher
To yoety in all the vears to come, here’'s luck -
James H.T. Fisher”

At the ernd of the school year, whern the exams were
over, the foarm masters always used to devote our English
pericad o twa o reading aloud to us,. This was looked
Foyward to sagerly. "Cam" was an expert at holdirng the
boys?! attention, and he introduced us to the delights of

Stephen Leacock — that Canadiarn master of nonsense and

satire.

The School bhad an excellent library on the upper
Flao of the "tower'", at the end of the mnewest line of
classrooms heside the Chapel. The end—of-yvear readinps
imspired me to delve iwnto this, anmd I began to devour the
writings of H.G. Wells, Edgar Rllarn Poe and Thomas Hardy.
I loved to Ciiﬁb the stairs to the roof anmd gaze across
the battlements at the schaol buildings and the

surrounding country.

Feom Vald studied for the Intermediate Examination —
the first of three public examinations opewn to all-
canters, which were held in the Exhibiticr Building on
Nor%h‘Terrace im the city. I enjoved the Intermediate

syllabus and in the second term of school T fournd I was

U



doivg guite well. We had fortnightly in-form tests. In
one of these 1 came second, and was so bucked I rested o
my lawrels. In the next test I came twenty-second! That

taught me a lessorn. Never let up if you want to =zucceed!

Rt the éﬁd =of the year all candidates for the publice
examinaticns attended the Exhibitiorn Building orn a
published timetable of subjects. It was & terrifying
experience, seated in rows at temporary individual desks,
waiting for the printed examination papers to be
distributed by the "bulldogs", aszs they were called -
supervisaors iy academic gowns, Then the ordeal of
concentraticon iv a silence brokew only by the sound of
pens scratching o paper — there were rno ball-points in
thoase days. Thé examns lasted several davys, followed by
the lonmg wait in the school vacation for the resulis to
be published iv the morning paper and the agornising

search for yow mame in the long list of passes.

I passed the Intermediate iw eight subjects at the
evd «f 13253, and maved next year into Form VID3 to study
for the Leaving Exam under A.E. ("Benw") Ellis, the father
of my contemporary studenmt "Nigger” Ellis. This
separated me from my closest friends. Mocdie had not sat
for the Intermediate in 1325 as he was very yourmg for it
and elected to wait ancther year, although he topped the
for? in Va3. Cottrell alsc decided to wait arcther year,

but we maintained contact with each ather — his interests
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in Hornby Trains and Meccarns were similar to mine arnd we

develaped a lifelong friendship.

In 1926 we moved froam Albertorn ta Glerunga, on the
cther side of the city. About two ard a half miles to
the scuth-east, this was a more interesting and more
prosperons suburb, close to the foothills of the Mount
Lafty Rariges and within easy reach of the city by tram.
The house was a triple fronted brick bungalow in Le
Strange S8treet, with a very deep firont verandah, a more
spacicus front gardem, a very lang back vard and a garage

at the end of a side driveway.

Dad threw himself into improving the praoperty with
enthusiasn. I helped him erect & flagpole at the rear of
the garage for ocur receiving aerial and we levelled an
area iv the back yard for a hard suwface tewnnis court.

We comstructed a high wire-rnetting enclosure round the
cowrt and planted almond trees on either side. Dad l1laid
brick storm—water drains arcund the house and a paved
area at the back foor car-washing. There were inter-
conmecting glazed dooors betweery lounge and dining room, &
servery between dining room and the spaciocus kitchen,
thyree bedrooms and a laurndry and toilet in the back

verandah — a big improvement on owe Albertorn dwelling.

Bre of dad’s ivmavations was a "hay bax”, designated

-

to save gas by completimg the cooking of a8 meal in &

castored woodern box Filled with hay to provide a high

AR



gegres of thermal insulation. It had little usse, Mot her
“ocouwldn't be bothered’. Dad woved hie office From ~ort
Adelaide to Mindmarsh Sguare in the city ang erngaoed a

nEw secretary. a Miss Yvonne Bishoo.

Erie Cottrelil lived in Fartrush Hoad. Messington,
ard his family had a large ramisling Dack garden theouson
which Eric constructed many vards of gaups 0¥ railway

tyrack mage from a rolled steel section desiopned For

it

liging windows. Ve used to borrow one another?s Mecarnns

parts T pake complex mogels bevond the capacity of ocur

Swrr collections. I begean to make sccoessories Tor @y own
wEllway out of scorap tinbper, i made a raijilway station

and & sigreal cabin with electrically operated sigrals
complets with colour—ehanging lights, controllied oy

switches in the cabin. From knowledge gained irn my

Fhyvsice Class at school I made wet-cell matteriss oo

apmyvate themnm. For Mar jaorie I made a two storey oOolic?
nouse Wwith electric light, and 1 evern tried my hand at

G A g ivige

Cuth Rammarnn, the other recrualt to Vald from Pultenewv
Grammar., lived wnot fayr from us iy Gleruwnoa, and we often
travelled to and from school tooether by bram. We
enjoyed the same tvoe of books and we bobh ioived the
cholr at St Saviour?’s Churoech. at the Blen Usmond tram

terminus. Bt the end of 1Z25 Cuath moved into VI Modern,

a8 he was going To pursus s careey arn the "halls =f



caommerce”, but we maintained comtact through church

activities,

Later, dad gave me a bicyele ard 1 cycled the three
ard & half miles to schasl — which was cheaper and
guicker than travelling by tram via the city, where it

was necessary to change trams.

Johv Thompson, slightly younger than myself, came
from England with his mother to live in Le Strange
Street, two doors away fraom us. We became firm friends,
ard his mother befriended my mother, but we saw little of
his step-father. We bocth had bicyecles and we both loved
making things. We ripged up a private telephaone liwme
betweern our respective bedrooms, using second—hawnd parts
fyrom the FMG's Depariment store and cormected by wires
rur across the back verandah »oof of cur interverming
neighbour, Nurse Bmith. Calling was by battery aoperated
hells. Nurse Smith thought it & great joke. lheri we had

our windows apen she saild she could hear both of us.

Each year I bought "Every Boy?s Habby frmual®”, an
Emglish publicatiocor devoted to harndicrafits and pastimes
for the teenager. This gave designs for conjuring
equipment, model rallway accessories and many cther

thirngs that I wanted to make, incluading & land yvacht.

Johve avid I clubbed tapgether to buy the recessary

material and made the six foot long land yacht, painted
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red with a sguare canvas sail. Our intention was to use
it at the beach. Mother took Marjorie and me for a
summer holiday at Henley Beach and I persuaded dad to
take the land yvacht down on the roof of his car. We kept
it in the garagese at Del Monte, and John came down to
christen it with me. However, we found the white sand of
the beaches in 5t Vincent’s Gulf was too soft to support
the "Red Robin®, as we called it, because the
perambulator type wheels were too marrow and sank in the
sand as soon as we began to move. S we tried it onm the
bitumer surface of the Esplanade. There was mot much
motor traffic here on weekdays and we bowled along at a
spanking pace in the breeze, much to the alarm of those

motorists we did emcounter.,

Whern we returned to Glevmurmga I tried it cut in Le
Strange Street but, movimg of f the cwa@n ot the road to
give cleararnce to an approaching car, it overbalanced and
threw me unceremonicously in the gutter. We lost our

enthusiasm for land yachts after that.

With John I used to explore the disused silver mines
dug into the slopes of the Glew Dsmond foothills., We
found Galera corystals which worked very well in our

crystal sets.

Interstate relays of radio programmes were very rare
ir The mid 19&0s. The Adelaide radio stations closed

dowry forr the night earlier than those in Melbourne, armd I



52—

fournd I counld receive a Melbourne station on my crystal
set, very faintly but guite clearly, after the RAdelaide
staticrns had closed down. I vemember lying in _bed before
going to slieep at night, listening to a recording of "The
Song of the Dawn'. I thought that was wonderful -
hearing something over a distarnce of 400 nmiles with such
simple eguipment. I raver ce%sed to marvel at the
miracle of music plucked from the air and made audible in
8 pair of headphones by a small assembly of wires arnd a
tiny crystal ~ with no souwrce of energy save that

provided by a transmitier hundreds of miles away.

Ory Pley Hth 1927, The Duke of York (who later became
Hing Gecrge VI) opened the rnew Federal Parliament House
in Canberra — accompanied by his Duchess (now the Queen
Mother). This was relayed by trunk lire to Adelaide and
I remember listering to Sir Hamiltorn Hearty comducting
Haridel's Water Music Suite as part of the Carnberra

ceremoany.

Marjorie changed school again in 1927, going to the
relatively rew Presbyterian Girls Collepge at Glenwm Osmond
— little more tham one and & half miles from home and
much closer than M.L.C. It is rather sad that rorne of
the cocllepes attended by Marjooie still exists under its
criginal name. Givrtorn House has beer absorbed, with the
boys Hings College, into the co-educational Fembroke
College. M.L.C. is wnow known as PAnmesley College and

F. 6. C. has become Seymour Gollege. The latbter two



changes were the result of the merging of the Methodist
and Fresbyterian groups into the rniew Uniting Church.
Happily in Melbourrne the idertity of the correspondiag

calleges was ot affected by this merger.

As well as my irnterest in things mecharnical and
electrical 1 became increasingly interested in "show
business”, and I was enthralled by performances of
visiting stage magicians. With great care I constructed
some of the corjuring eguipment described in my Hobby
Rrinuals and, after marny houwrs of practise ivm manipulation
before a mirror, I gave performances to my friends. I
received invitations to perform before groups of
schoolchildrern ard later at parties. I wrote and
memorised my owtn "patter’ and pgained increasing

canfidernce ivn presentaticon,

Dad took us to a performarnce of "The Pirates of
FPernzarnce”, and my form at school had outings to matinee
performances of Shakespeare’s plays by the Alawm Wilkie
Company when it visited Adelaide. . I loved &1l this, and

the more I saw the more I wanted 1o see.

Themn there were the Adelaide "open air theatres" on
Neovth Terrace — first the "Austral kRardens” beside
Ristoric Ayer's Haunse, and later the "Exhibition Gardewns”
behind the «ld Exhibition Buildirng alongside the 5.A.
School of Mines. T sit under the stars o a balmy

summer night and be entertained by artists om a remote



brightly—1it stage was sheer magic. There was a pierrot
troupe, urniformly dressed in loose white garmernts with
huge black buttorms and with comical white caps bearing
similar black spots. Featured artists were "RBilly
Maloney and his silver stick” -~ immaculately dressed in
white tie and talls with & silver topped black cane - and
Rupert Hazel and Elsie Day. Elsie was a golder haired
sopranc, and Rupert’s entrarnce always began with

"Everybody happy? — — - That®s the ideal”

Hig favourite impersonation was arn Anglicarn parson,
"The Vicar of Mirth"”, with a droning delivery -
"My de—ah sheep. You whom I have Fleeced so aften!

~ Yes, I think so!?

There were rno public address systems in those days.
Artists had traived themselves in voice production s
that their sotto-voarce asides could be hesrd in the apen
air at the back of a crowded audierice. "Those were the
days!" In the old traditions of the Music Hall, songs in

which the audierce could pariticipate were very popular.

At the end of 1926 iw Form VIbE I bad passed the
Leaving Exam in five subjects, and moved into the Sixth
Form the following year. I began to think about a fatuwre
career. My love of thinmgs mechanical and elsctrical
indicated engineering, and dad agreed that this was an
apprapriate objective. Eriguirimnmg about the pre—

requisites for a degree course it Engineering at Adelaide



University I was dismayed to find that all engineering
degree courses irncluded chemistry as a first year
subject. I was then only 135, and my Intermediate and
Leaving Certificates already entitled me to matriculation
or yveachinyg the age of 16, but I had dorne no chemistry!
There was no vocational guidance facility at Saints in
those days, and so I had rnot beern warrned of this hurdle.
Therefore, when I entered Form VI in 1927, I selected
Chemistry, Fhysics, Maths I and 1I and Ervglish to study
for the Leaving Honowrs Examinaticrn under "Mate” Sharpe.
At the end of the year I passed in Maths I and I1 and
Fhysics arnly. Four passes were reguirved for the
Certificate. I had found Chemistry at this level rather
imcomprehensible without pricor knowledge of the subject,

although I had dorne guite well in the practical work.

My Headmaster’s comment was "He is young for this
oy m. I hope be will returwm for arncotbther year. " The
Sixth form was the highest and a two-yvear stay there was
ot uncommor, but dad was doubtful whether he could
afford ancother year at Saints. The fees were increasing.

However, he decided to let me have arncther year.

There was great excitement in Februaary 1328 when
Bert Hinkler, & World War I ace from Burndaberg,
Gueernsland, made the first scolo flight from Ewvgland to
Australia in his tiny Avro Avian biplane. The London

"Burnch" published & front-page cartoorn by Berward
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tridge, showling a kampsyroo waving & welocome to the
timy single-engined plane with the captiarn -

"Hinkle, Hirnkle, Iitile star!
Bixteen dayvs — and here you ace’’

This broke the 290 day record of the Swmith beothers in

[
i
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Dad bhegarn to make enguiries about enpg:rneering
by . |2 =3

training. He could vot sfford the Tull

Urilversity. The ecdmony of the couwntry
ard o Fimanelal Futuwre was uncertain. Me fourd bhat
the Poastmaster Genersl?s Department was avout to call
applications for posgsitions of Cadet Ewmgicness 1 1928,
heoe positicons provided training in the Enginesring
Brarnch of the Departmernt and gave the opportunity of
deoing an ernpimesring course at the niversity on & psort-
time hazis. This was very attractive, but there was ong
drawbach. Cardidates for the positicns were reguired to

@

s Forr bhe Leaving Exemiwaticon as & compstitive eBxam’

I had already obtained the Leaving Certificate in

1956, and was therefores already gualifisc Ta grter the
Uriversity. This OME ceguirement would mean my going

back two years in my studies!

I therefore faced mwmy first critical decisiov.

Sicnld I proceed with the leaving Honours sulbzjects and

laok For a job next yvear, o should T oapply for a PME



Cadet Enginesr position and sit for the Leaving

Ervamingtion again? i could not do both.

I decided to swallow my pride and take the second

p

O s I had ocbhbtained gulte gonod results in the Leaving

it

Homouwrse subjects by the ernd of the second tevrm. wikh tibhe

it

vception of Chemistry — wheve 1 obtained 100% for
practical waork bult onmly 17% for theory. Sadiy I decided
to drop these Leaving Honours subjects ivn the thaird (and
Fimall term and study the Leaving syvilabus in six

subjects with the bove of the mnext-lowss form, Vibio

My oolleasgues in the Sixts form fouwnd this behaviour

3H

ircompretiensible. My cnly renret was that, as & result,

my wame had to appears right at the bottom of the Iiet of

Firval year ctudents FTor on the panelis adorning the

de

iy walles of the Memorial Hall.l I shared my

two vears

im Form VI with some notable studernhs. Ir S S Tut g o]
others, there were the Codebatcoh brothers (G.T. and
JoHer, R.EBE, Pocdie (Colin®s brother), LoOC0 BEridgland and
Fo. . Macdornald., In 1938 therve were E. Cottrsll, C.7.
Moodie, J.J . Bray, C. Herr Grant, J.F. BFrice and W, B

3=

Ray. R1I of bhese were to reach positions of eminence 1n

their professions iv later 1Life, It was & privilepe to

pe irn thelir company.

At the ernd of 1928 T sat for the Leaving agsaln and

ot alned posse ive all subjects with oredits ia

Mhysics and Lhsm ALyt Py Headmas et ®m oo TERmEes Tt wa S I oam
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LLights had beer tuwrned out, and the hall

iy by the flickeriwg light of The Tire

reading lamp. The carved waotden staircas

Headmaster?’s living guarters raose into $h

overitead.
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Indian fakiy tao bestaw three oy it

i
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3
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It was a soft cushion, dropped from the

landing above by the Head, who had just turned home.

Even Headmasters love & prachtical joke somet imes

1s

"Harndy® MeDonrell was my Emplish master i the Sisth
Foor ~ & rakbher dowe Irishman bat a great lover of the
soohken and wribtten word, I awe my love of bEnpglizsh
litevrature to s guildance. He was noted For bie use of

v pronuanciatioca —- as in Arfrios,

arnd trarnspaeent. Qe of our foorm—

ueed to take advantage of SDandy's

cad mrature, durding & fovrm-reading period, Dy stabing in

eéavly &udible aszide and aprapos of wothing -

H R R DY

oo F. Bigkersteth was admived by some and detested

I thought bhim a wondesrful Heed. He had gisern

mer U"mix of the best” o several cocasions, alwave for

beinp late for school, "Tit" Torode on his movrning
rounds Ffraguert ly poksd his head in the foorm-rvroom dooor
sayilng "Fisher, the Head, 11.320", which meant I bad to
weld outeide the green—balze studded dooe of the Head’s
study during morning recess, wondering what my punishment
weoarla ke Whern he Tound the caning was ineffective he
pave me poebtry o memorise. I ove bHim no grudpne. MHe
was faiv and did much to maintaln the high standard and

reputaticn of the Scohool.



in that last year at Saints I took part in the
Decemnmbey schaonl c@mcgwt whiich, like "Speech Dav’, was
Fela in & large mesgues -~ as the Memorial Hall was wnot
vet 1w use. I had heard rehegarsals of the pirates chorus
From The Pirates of Penrance Deing suog ive the Chapel oy

47
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e forming gyoups durieg Lusoh

bovmged to be involved. I sarng & chovrus with my House

That was my swan

ial Hall was a memorizl ta all old scholars
who had fought (and some died) in Woeld Ware 1. It was

B8 pat wot declaced opern and put dnto wse

after T had left. The rew Physics lecture

I
T
i

=t

theatre and laboratory was completed i
Srience Club meh tLthere, It was & tribute to the yvears of
Crusty” Gilibham, who richly desscved it.

plamming by

iobihe 1328 summer hoalidayve Evic Dobtbtrell ard I

baad

soent & week at Loston on the Muarray River with his

reElatis

M and Mrs Hugo Drab

anchher

we made s oanos teip oo
the River to RBerril, a distaroce of 12 miles as The orow
Flies but much more vound the many river bende. It
veminded me of Jerome H, Jerome?s "Three men o a BHoat®,

—

except that we had no dog with us. We bood: plenty of

Civved grocvigsioms and, afier a meal by the camnpfire,

alept "ander the up-turned canoe on the sandy viver banlk,

Thieres ivheresting rilver-loo o exrolore and

™

e



beautiful sosnery. We returned as we had gone,
Mealithfally tived From strenuaous paddl g,

Evic and Paul retuwyrnesd to Sainte ivn 192303

Eam RPu
Pt

Colinm Moodie for a second year in bhe

d
ot

Coil iy Here

eft Saints with maoy bsooy

happy and

Trio and

Cor T Wi eh
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