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Saints

Our par@nibs wmr lab@mind to complete our

education at good private schools, although this meant

cos id@rablm sacrifice on their part to meet the cosb

involved. dy name had beer put down for St Peter"s

College and I began my schooldays there at the age of ten

in 19ze, Doug Loar, also a student there, was given the

responsibility qf escorting me until I wam sufficiently

familiar with the journey to travel alone. ft Alberton

railway station I caught the steam train to Adelaide, and

Doug joined the train at Woodville. On reaching the city

we had to catch ar electric tram o North Terrace to take

us bo Bt Peters in Hackney - about two and a half miles

from the eity.

Saints".

It was known through South Australia am

I entered Saints in Form IV in the preparatory

School, which was close to the main entrance, then in

Payneham Road, and separated from the Senior School by a

long avenue of plane trees. The "prep" School buildings

were not very inspiring - red brick with a rather

institutional appearance. ly form master was E ('plop")

Eiyvean, so nicknamed because of his unruly mop f thick

browr hair» my chief worries were Latin and French

which I met for the first time.



The Rev. Kermeth Julian Faithful Bickersteth was

Headmaster throughout my years at Saints, but F ("Ran.ji")

ware was in charge of the Frep which he faded in 1910.

are had a very brown complexion, which earned him the

nickname by analogy with the then famous Indian cricketer

Rarjitsinhji, popularly known as "Ranji".

St Peters was founded in 1848 and was the fourth

oldest school in the Commonwealth. Orly three older

schgds existed - bwo in Tasmania and King's Schaal,

Farramatta, in New South Wales. Saints had gained a

reputation for producing students gf character and

scholastic achievement in the tradition of the great

English Public Schools. K.J.F. Bickersteth, educated at

prep had grown to E0~ boys.

Rugby and Oxford, came to Saints ir 19a0. In 19E8 the

The nearest building ir the Serio Bchcol was the

Memorial Hall, then under construction beyond the far end

of the avenue. Its foundation stone had been laid ir

schol's quarry at Tea Tree Bully,

1El and the boys of the Prep, on their way ta marring

Chapel, had to file past the stonemasons who skilfully

chipped away at the heavy blocks cf freestone from the

Ir my first year my special friend was E.J. (Edmund)

Sharpe - the eldest son of G.F. ("Mate") Sharpe, Senior

aths Master and (with the Head), master cf the Sixth

Form in the Senior Schack - who lived ir "the Babbage",



rambling old house on the south side of the Schaal Dval.

I spent some happy times with the Sharpe family - Edmund,

Janet and the younger so W.8., also known as "Mate".

Hcaever our ways parted after Form IV - Edmund ta move to

Form Va and I to Form Vb in 1923.

Ir Vb my fem master was N,J. Williams and my

special friend was C.T. (Calin) Madie.

bhe same forms for the next three years.

be were to be r

Christian names

were rever used in those years, but nicknames were

CT co107» We had "Nigger" (R.L.) Ellis, "Pump" (R.H.G.)

Geddes, "Jumbo" (J.H.) Hinde, "Moonlight" (H.m.) Morris,

'Nellie" (R.I.) Niehus, "Judy" (R.C.) Parker and "Jerry"

(JR.) price. How some ef those nickrames arose will

always be a mystery.

D.H.A@. (Denzil) Fabe was the son ef the conductor

f' the Adelaide Orchestra, and in the form rod before

the master appeared he would often delight his fcm-mates

with an impromptu "organ recital" at his desk - fingerirg

imaginery keys and pulling cut imaginery stops, to the

accompaniment gf "organ noises" from his versatile

thraat, Then he would conduct an imaginery orchestra

with a ruler as a bator

Fems Va and Vb had doorways opening a to a small

quadrangle with the boarders' dining room o the opposite

side. Several of us used to play a game known as "feet

off the ground" during morning ecess a lunch time. Boys



would stand or d~xrw@ or verandah steps, qr c plumbing

structures around the quadrangle, while one stood in the
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centre playing "he". Boys would endeavor ta change

positions by darting across the quad, but if the on

playing "he" caught them before they cce again had "feet

off" the ground" then they had ta take over as "he". f

pretty harmless game, providing excitement and exercise

ta fill in a few odd moments with much shouting and

hilarity,

Ir 1924 the Head made a radical change in the House

System. Until then the "Houses" into which the boys were

divided, for the purpose gf spot and other competition,

were named after the masters in charge f them. From

1SE4 the day-boy hoses were ramed after fenders ad

berefactors f the school - Short, Hawke, Farrell and

DaCcsba, the boarders house cotinuirg to be knowr as

School House. I found myself in Short.

aodie and I moved to Form Va in 194, under "Ran.ji"

blare who had just returned from extended leave,

casioned by his wife's sickness, to take up duty as

second-in-command of the Frep. The rew master-in-charge

was E» Stokes. Mi"H.0. ("picah") Fobes book us for

French. In this year he had a roving commission,

irredving some duties in the Senior School. 0r windows

ir Ma ·had a clear view cf the long avenue of plane trees

joining the Prep to the Senic School, between the

playirg fields o either side, As the French period



approached we could see "Micah" striding down the averue

- his furled umbrella serving as a walking stick and his

academic gown billowing cut behind him. He would burst

into the form-room with a "Bon jour, mes enfants! Le

ciel est bleu, les oiseaux sont toussanbs! Comment vous

pobez-vaus?m He had fonded the Scout troop ir 1922 and

was a stickler for discipline, but he had achieved

notoriety by his kilted highland-dancing over crossed­

swords at school concerts.

Our individual desks had a slight slope and the wood

was rt particularly hard. Soecme had fo.nd that the

edge of a penny, pressed hard into the wood and dragged

cowri made a groove which could be smoothed by frequent

pencil applications. Ir this groove a procession qi

small ball-bearings would roll down. This led to s

copetitio between boys in the construction cf the most

elaborate "railway tracks" in the desks, meandering dawr

from bop te bottom and some even having "branch lines"

with "points" at the junctions formed from half the point

of a steel writing nib. This activity was restricted to

times when the master was cat of the room, and "trains"

f ball bearings rolled merrily down to dive erf the

bottom edge.

The practice gained force ad the surfaces of some

desks began to resemble plates of black spaghetti.

Eventually the practice came to the rdice of the Head,

and the chopper fell. A1l boys who had constructed the



ball races were required ta attend school or Saturday

morning and spend an hour or two, under supervision,
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planing their desk surface smooth again. There were mo

more ball races, but many boys left their mark in the

form of a date and initials neatly carved in the desk.

During those early years of travelling by train from

Alberton to the city the imposing new Adelaide Railway

Station was being built, and it was a continuing interest

ta see the further progress made each day, Today it has

been transformed into he Adelaide Casino, and the

electric trams to St Reters have been replaced by buses.

Or the caner of Todd Street and Brougham Place

cposite cur home was the residence and surgery cf Dr

Percival Cherry.

Eddie ard Alan,

younger than I,

He had a daughter Aileen and two sons,

Eddie was the elder, and slightly

ulen the time came for him to attend

Saints I was asked ta escort him, as Doug Loan had

escorted me. This began a close friendship that lasted

all the years we lived at flbertcr

The Cherry house was large, standing in spacious

grcnds that extended across the block from Todd Street

bc Kingscote Street. Both Eddie and I were proud owners

of Hornby clockwork brains, gauge '*, and o weekends I

was"invited to join him and spend the day assembling

tracks that ran down the passage and in and out cf rooms.

Each week we had a different layout and our combined



collection of rolling stock, points and crossings made an
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impressive display. It was great fun, and sometimes I

was invited to stay to tea. Their meals were very foal

with finger-bowls and tasty dishes served by their

maidservant, "Tay", which was short for Mrs Taylor.

ly sister Marjorie used to play with Eddie's sister

Aileen, but their chief interest was "dressing up" and

acting stories from those wonderful volumes edited by

Arthur Mee - "The Children's Encyclopaedia". They lived

in an entirely different world.

was sill "the little sister"

Ir those days Marjorie

the age difference af

for and a half years kept us apart, and it was nod until

I left school that I began to appreciate her as a kindred

spirit, a talented artist and a staunch ally.

After attending Miss Bartlett's kindergarten,

Marjorie began school in 1984 at Birton House near the

City, travelling with Ella Kayser, Ted"s sister.

However, bwo years later Birton was reconstituted as

Girten Pty Ltd, which required a substantial monetary

iresbment by all parents with girls at the school. This

was bog much gf a burden for dad, so Marjorie moved to

the methodist Ladies College and travelled there with

Florence and Brace Kirby, who lived at Port Adelaide.

Radio Broadcasting, or "Wireless" as it was ther

called, was introduced in Adelaide in 19E4. The first

transmitting stations were 5CL and 5DN. The moe



powerful 5CL. was ar "g' class station operated by Central

Broadcasters Ltd, and financed by listeners' licence
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fees. Static 5DN was 'R' class, financed by commercial

advertisements. Programmes consisted of music, talks,

market reports, news and weather information with the

accent o music - both 'live' and recorded - and

transmissio hours were very limited. Every "listener"

was required to pay a licence fee to the Government.

I built my first "crystal set", a rudimentary radio

receiving unit with variometer tuning and headphones for

"listening in". The receiving aerial was strung betweer

the top of dad's flagpole and a chimey o our house.

Hoisted by a sashcord through the pulley at the top cf

the guyed pole, it consisted of stranded copper wire,

isolated by porcelain eggshell-insulators at each end and

coecbed by an insulated "lead-in" through a wirdow to

the crystal set. The set was about the size of a 4 litre

wine cask and the "crystal detector" on its top surface

had a metal "cats whisker" which had to be applied to

different areas g the crystal until a sensitive spot was

fourd, giving rectification of the incoming sigral.

programme schedules were published in the daily papers

arid we would sit beside this contraption wearirg

headphones and listening to the still small voice and the

music.



Ny grandmother at Woodville was an invalid, unable

to leave the house. I made a duplicate crystal set for

her, which gave her a great deal of pleasure.

with the dawr of hobby construction such as this I

reeded some tools cf my cwr. Dad, ncd urmaburally,

objected to my using any of his. bith the expense cf my

school fees I was not able to have much pocket money, but

with determined saving I managed to acquire a hand

operated drill, a screwdriver, pliers, hacksaw and

soldering iron - which sufficed for my immediate reeds.

About this time I became interested in Neccano, and

received oe of the early construction sets far

Christmas. The construction manuals which came with the

set made me want to construct more and more ambitious

models, and I put every pery f pocket money towards the

purchase of more components.

le had an upright "Lipp" piano at Alberton and for

three years from 19E3 I had pianoforte lessons from Miss

Grandfield who lived at the corner of Brougham Place and

Railway Terrace. The theory of music fascinated me ard

each year I passed the theory examinations of the Trinity

College of Music - but I was very lax with my practising

arid sat for no practical exams. When I began to study

fo"public Examinations at school I dropped the

pi arfarte lessons. It was evident that I would rever be

ari accomplished pianist although I loved music.



Graduating from comic papers such as "Chips" and

"Comic Cuts" I had become an avid reader of the stories

about the imaginary Erglish public schools Breyfriars and

St James, published in the weekly boys magazines, The
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lagnet and The Gem. These may not have been first class

literature, but they extolled the public school traditicr

f fair play, host behaviour and loyalty to the schcl

ad es friends. They were good reading and I am sure

they were a good influence or a generaticr or two gf

schoolboys. dell, when I moved up to the Senior School

at Saints in 1925, and graduated from "shorts" to long

trousers c "logurs", I felt as though I was becoming

part of those stories. 7he spirit of the great English

public schools was here, and we were made to feel that

the sehcd motto - "re Dea et Patria" - really meat

soebhing,

he first influence came from the stately buildings

bhe Schol House, the oldest, built in 1849 with its

central clock tower and mullioned ethic windows - the

Chapel, dating from 186i - the classrooms surrounding the

Big Guadrangle with its central fountair - and the

emaial Hall, then rising to second floor level but

still far fro completico,

The school day revolved around these buildings,

begiring with a brief service in the Chapel, with its

tiled nave flanked by tiers of carved pews and a blue

ceilirg with a gecebric pabterr f golden stars.



Prayers, a hym and notices for the day were intoned by

the Head.

In the prep, each form had remained in its cwn farm
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ro throughout the day. If a different master was to

bake a certain subject he came to the form room; but in

the Senic School, masters stayed in their own form rooms

and wher a master specialised in a certain subject - such

as Physics, Chemistry or Maths - the boys came to him for

that subject. Each boy had a lacker in his own farm room

and for a "period" with one cf these subjects he had to

select the books required and move ta the appropriate

1*0933, This usually meant crossing the Big Guadrangle,

At the luncheon break there was always a wild rush down

the pathway ta the tuckshap by the Trinity Street gate.

cdie went home to lunch in nearby Marlborough Street.

The bell for afternoon classes was rung by the

School Marshall, "Tit" Torode, and at the end of the day

boys filed into the "Big Schoolroom" for Muster. Notices

were read from the stage by the School Captain, but my

attention usually wandered to the gothic panels on the

side walls with the names cf scholarship winners and the

array gf paper-bailed steel-nib darts o the lefty woader

ceiling - projected there by skilful boys of an earlier

That room was later transformed into the

Stck Memorial Library.



The second influence came from the outstanding body

of school masters at Saints in 1925, administering

discipline to over 400 boys in the Senior Schad. Eight

boys beside myself had moved into Form Va3 from the Frep

a, including £.T. Moodie (row Moodie II, because his

elder brother Bob was in the Senior School), C.N. Thomas

(so of Bishop Nutter Thomas) and B. Walkley

who I was ta have contact with in later life.

all cf

There

were also several new boys, including J.J. Bray and E,

Cottrell and C.H. Bammann from Pulteney Grammar. Dur

fcm master was R.E. Cameron, affectionately known as

'Cam", who had won the Military Cross as a lieutenant ir

bold War I and was bo serve the Schoel for 48 years,

soe as feting Headmaster.

and a great humanitarian,

Short House.

"Cam" was a wonderful teacher

He was also my Housemasber in

Dur form room was the central one in a row of three

o the south side of the Big Quad. These three were

later demolished about 1935 ta make room for a larger

quadrangle with surrounding cloisters. There was a heavy

wooden doc, always kept locked, between cur room ard the

adjoining form ram.

Dre of or members, "Judy" parker, was the sa cf a

pharmacist, with access ta some of his father's chemical

supplies. Dr more than ore occasion he brought some

gunpowder to school and, during the luncheon break,

placed some in the large keyhole cf this door. Just



．

be fc,re the bell f c,r resurnpt i c,n c, f classes he put a match

t c, th is ar,d smartl y sla pped a lur,cheon t ir, over the

keyhole or, om、s ide. The t、esul t was that bc,ys enter in g

the classroc,rn or, the other s ide of the door four,d the

room ir,ex pl icabl y f illed w i th gcm powder smoke, wh ich t ,:, c,k

several m inutes to clear.

Ar,c,ther favc,ur i te pract ical joke cor,s isted of

surre pt i t iousl y o pen ir, g a flask cor,ta in ing a sol,., t ior, o f

hydroger, sul ph ide wh ilst stand ir,g ir, the queue awa i t ir,g

er,try to the B i g Schoolroom for Muster. The,、esul t ing

smell of "rot ten eg gs" caused ex press ior,s c,f revuls ior,

all arour,d.

"Cam" took us for most sub .jects, bu t we had to move

to other form rooms fc,r Fre,..,ch, Maths, Ar i thme t ic ar,d

Phys ics - sub .jects wh ich were o pt ional cho ices not taker,

by the whole form.

"C t、ust y " G illhar,1 took us for Phys ics - a del i gh t ful

rnar, w i th a puck ish sense o f hurnour, whose rnar,ner bel ied

h is riickr,arne. I rernernber h is say ir,g to cor,e c,f us

"Yo tmgrnan, I w ish you wc,uld s i t away frc,ro tha t w ir,dow - I

deが t l ike the l i gh t cc,ro ir, g throu gh your ears". Or,

ar,other occas ior, he ser,t or,e o f the class over tc, the

cher,1 isサy lab to c,bta ir, some co pper sul phate crystals

frcふ the chem master, J . S. ("Sneaker") Thornsor,, who had a

re puta t ior, o f be ir,g very care ful w i th h is belor, g ir, gs.

The boy returr,ed w i th f ive crystals. "Crust y " ser,t h im

函



back with three, with his thanks, He said "i admire Mr
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Thomson -he has the tenacity of a British bulldog!"

Dur "Maths" master was "Mate" Sharpe, a brilliant

mathematician but very droll. bher he did smile it was

like a fleeting glimpse of sunshine through the clouds.

He always carried a length of string in his pocket, with

which he drew circles on the blackboard -holding ore end

with his left thumb and sweeping the chalk at the other

erii in an arc with the right hand.

Ore of our number, Faul Casson, played the trumpet

in the Schol Orchestra, which rehearsed in the Chapel

immediately after morning service. This meant that

members of the orchestra arrived late for the first

period o rehearsal days. The music could be heard from

pate's" farm room, hen Paul arrived late for Nathe,

with his trumpet and a polite apology; "Mabe" said

thing, but solemily handed him a halfperry.

Our family doctor was Dr A.V. Benson, a man moulded

irr the tradition of conscientious general practitioners.

when I began schol at Saints in the Prep he gave me a

certificate of exemption from cricket and football

because I suffered from a hernia in the groin and had to

wear a truss. He had a curious habit, probably designed

to promote child confidence. bher I was ccfined to bed

with any sickness, on perceiving a bottle cf prescribed

medicine by the bedside, Dr Benson would stretch the



muscles of his hand so that a small depression formed mn

the back at the root of the thumb and forefinger. Into

this he would pour a drop c two gf the medicine, raise

it to his lips, taste it and smack his lips, declaring it

was good!

Ir common with many boys at Saints I used to have my

hair cut at "Lodge and Wilkinson - Gentlemen's

Hairdressers" c the corner of Brenfell Street and Bawler

Place in the city. A log-established business, they had

a system of mechanised brushes. Secured bo the ceiling

abae the row of barber's chairs was a long motor driver

shaft carrying several pulleys, around which hung elastic

rubber belts, At the lower end of these belts could be

inserted a loose pulley attached to a cylindrical bush

o a shaft between tw handles - rather like a hedgehog

turned into a rolling pin. bdher a barber finished

cutting your hair he would switch on the electric motor,

grasp these handles with both hands and apply the

redating hedgehog to the back and tap of your head. It

was like being run over by a carpet sweeper, and any

loose hairs were forcibly ejected towards the facing

mirror. I rather enjoyed this procedure, which I have

seer at no other barber's shop,

However, ir my prep days I contracted "ringworm" c

my forehead - a contagious fungal growth on the skin.

pother was sure I had caught it from the rotating

hedgehogs at the barber' s shop, hen Dr Bensen treated



it I told him cf mother'e theory. He asked "Which barber

do you go ta?" I told him Lodge and Wilkinson,

Nonsense," he said, "Best barber in town - I go there

myself!u The infection disappeared in a few days,

when I entered the Benior School he considered my

hernia had been cured, and said I could discard the truss

and play cricket and football. Lacking experience, I was

d very god at either activity.

Our gymnasium instructor was "Doc" Bennett. He had

a rhythmical delivery of instructions for "physical

jerks"-

g ce-and twaand three- and fcowards
And oee-and two-and three-and sideways--m

and sc a The old gymasium was in the building row

coverted into the dignified Da Costa dining Hall. Half

the floor was surfaced with concrete, for physical jerks,

and the other half with tan bark for apparatus exercises.

ft the top of the slippery poles, on he lower chord cf

the roof truss, were scrawled the names gf those young

hopefuls who had been agile enough ta climb right to the

top - a feat much admired by all.

Ir the Senior School I became conscious of the

traditional rivalry between Saints, with its Anglican

background, and the predominantly Methodist Prince Alfred

College - or "princes" as it was universally known.

Sairds boys wore blue caps, Princes were red. The top



cricket and football teams of thse two colleges met each

year at the Adelaide Oval for contests knowr as "the

Inter-Col1s". Ta be sure, matches were held with other

schools o their respective playing fields but the Inter­

Calls at the Adelaide (val were social events and the

most important in the sporting calendar - eagerly looked

forward to by boys of both schools and their families,

The Inter-Coll football match was always held on the

last Friday o Saturday ir July and the cricket was after

examinatiors, cer the second weekend in December - c

Friday, Saturday and monday. The Senior Schools of

Saints and princes attended in force, occupying two

adjacent sections of the main grandstand and providing

healthy vocal support for their beams. Ar athletic

combesb was also held between these schools, but that was

a relatively quiet affair.

School songs were sung at these fixtures with gusto,

and each school had several. I particularly enjoyed

"Here's a health to all St Peters mer
Let us drink it while we can

bith a toast ta now and a toast ta bher
Fill a bumper, every man.

Here's to you boys, old and new boys,
Neath the stern but kindly rule

Here's health to all St Peter's men
And a cheer for the dear old School!"

followed by a vociferous - Hooray!"



princes had a song, "The Best School of All" which I

considered more musical than any of ours, but they also

sang a parody. Orie of our Saints songs began

Here' s to the good old School
The School of white and blue "

sang in a mournful dirge

which ended wibh a lusty shout - "Kuck in Saints!!

For their parody, the Princes boys all rose from

their seats, doffed their red caps in mock solemnity, and

Here' -to-the-funy-old School
The School-of white-and blue....v

ending with a shouted "Sit on Saints!!u

It was a friendly rivalry though, and the Schools

respected oe another. fs was to be expected, the

tortures fluctuated - but ir my four years in the Senior

School Saints won all Inter-Coll football and cricket

matches against Frirces. Our beams were dominated by

several outstanding players. The first eighteen included

I.H. Seppelt and J.W. Flood for four years and W.H.

Baudinet for three. The fir=t eleven intluded Seppelt

arid S.F. Downer fa four years and Baudinet, Fiod ard

C"G. Toms for three. It was a period of memorable

sportsmen. A.H. Ycag was in the Inter-toll Athletics

beam fa five years and in the football fc two,

I sang the Schol sags with enthusiasm and cheered

my teams from the grandstand whenever a goal was kicked

o a boundary hit.



Or,ce a year the School made another mass exodus c,r,

St Peter's Day , the 29th o f JLme. At St Peter• s

Cathedral, Ba i r,ts and Pul teney Grammar boys occu p ied one

s ide o f the r,ave. 口r, the other s ide were the g irls o f

Wood 1 ands Gramma,、and St Pete,へ's Colle g iate G irls

Schcu:,ls. Dur ir, g the serv ice theゃe were rnar,y at tern pt s by

the boys to a t tract the g irls'a t te Y-, t ion, bu t roy

s tr01oges t recollect io,.-, of those p il gr ima ges rests ir, the

un-rnus ical "squawks" rnade by the fee t o f the woode,-,

cha irs,コn the t iled floor, as the congre gat ion rose tc 。

s ir, g , c、r knel t down fc叶' prayers. Masters a Y-,d school

r,1 istresses ke p t a wa tch ful eye for ar,y a t temp t at

cla Y-,dest ine commcm ica t i c, ,.-, . At tha t sta ge I could,..,, t care

1 ess - I was more i ,.- , t e t可ヨsted i ,.., Mecca,.-,,:,. The a f t er y-, c, c, ,.. ,

was a hal f-hol iday fc,r the schools cor,cerned.

In Va3, "Carn" had a great love o f Engl ish l i terature

and eY,coura ged us. to try our hand a t wr i t in g poet,、y . I

found th is a fasc ina t in g exerc ise ar,d had two poems

pub l. ished i ,... the School Ma gaz ine. In la ter years I

pre ferred to dabble i ,... l i gh t verse and ex per irne,,-, t w i th

d i f ferer,t metr ical forms. In those days i t was the

fash i c, l') for youn g people to kee p "auto gra ph books", in

wh ich the ir fr ie,,-,ds were irw i ted to w t、 i te some

e)'",coura g i ..-, g c,r arnus i ..- , g messa ge ab,:,ve the ir s i g,..,a t ure. I

-folmd such requests irr i ta t in g , a..-,d dev ised my c,w)'"9

re _jo i-,,der i ·,, verse -

"Dear (so and so)
No e p i g t沼m or d ia gram symbol ical

Floり 巴 和 ·'om my pen - no anecdc,te or s七 ヽニ,ry alle gor ical

4ぐー



A _joke wh ich ( told ir, company ap propr iate) has
brc,u gh t a lau gh

D iscret ior, b ids me hes i tate to place above my
autogra ph!

Ir, search o f a quc,ta t ior,, one ir, des perat ior, has tc、

cuss
珈d s ieze the Book o f Proverbs, or perha ps
Ecclec iast icus

I am, iF, s p i te o f ret icence, a r,ms t s incere well­
w isher

To yeヽu, in all the years to come, her,ヨ~s luck -
James H.T. F isher"

A t the end o f the school year, wher, the exams were

over, the forrn masters always used to devote our En gl ish

per iod or two to read i r-, g aloud to us. Th is was looked

forward to ea gerl y . "Cam" was ar, ex pert at hold i r-, g the

boys'at ter,t ior,, and he introduced us to the del i gh ts o f

Ste pher, Leacock - tha t Ca r-,ad ian master o f nor,se y-,se ar,d

sa t ire.

The School had an excellent l ibrary on the u p per

floor o f the " tower", a t the er,d c, f the r,ewes t l ir,e o f

classrooms bes ide the Chapel. The e,,-,d-o f-year read in gs

i Y-,s p ired me to delve i Y-1to 七h is, and I be ga,,-, to devour the

wr i t i ,,-, gs of H.G. Wells, Ed gar Alla,,-, Poe and Thomas Hard y .

I loved to cl imb the sta irs to the roo f and gaze across

the ba t tlements a t the school bu ild ings and the

surrocmd i n g country .

Form Va3 stud ied for the I r. terrned iate Exarn ir,a t ior, -

the f irs t o f three publ ic exam ina t ions o pen to all-

comers, wh ich wer已held ir, the Exh ib i t ioY, Bu ild in g on

North 、Terrace in the c i t y . I enjoyed the Ir,t百med iate

syllabus ar,d in the secor,d term o f school I found I was

一 、こ‘



doing quite well. We had fortnightly in-form tests.

oe of these I came second, and was so bucked I rested c

my laurels. In the next test I came twenty-second! That

aught me a lessor. Never let up if you want to succeed!

At the end of the year all candidates for the public

examinations attended the Exhibiticr Building on a

published timetable f subjects. Jt was a terrifying

experience, seabed in raws at temporary individual desks,

waitirg fer the printed examination papers to be

distributed by the "bulldogs", as they were called

supervisors in academic gowns, Then the ordeal f

cetenbration ir a silence baker only by the sound gt

pers scratching on paper - there were no ball-points in

bhase days. he exams lasted several days, fcl lowed by

the log wait in the school vacation for the results to

be published in the morning paper and the agonising

search fa your name in the long list of passes.

I passed the Intermediate in eight subjects at the

end of 1325, and moved next year into Ferm VIb3 bo study

fa the Leaving Exam under f.B. ("Ben") Elli=, the father

of my contemporary student "Nigger" Ellis. This

separated me from my closest friends. Madie had rat sat

for the Intermediate in 19E5 as he was very yourg for it

ad elected ta wait another year, although he tapped the

fcem in Va3. Cottrell also decided to wait ancbher year,

but we maintained contact with each cdher - his interests



in Hornby Trains and leccaro were similar to mine and we

developed a lifelong friendship.

Ir 19E6 we meed from Alberton to Glenunga, on the

cedher side of the city. About two and a half miles to

the south--east, this was a more interesting and more

prosperous suburb, close to the focthills of the Mount

ofty Ranges and within easy reach of the city by tram.

The house was a triple fronted brick bungalow in Le

Strange Street, with a very deep fret verandah, a more

spacious front garden, a very long back yard and a garage

ad the erd of a side driveway.

Dad threw himself into improving the property with

enthusiasm. I helped him erect a flagpole at the rear cf

the garage for ca receiving aerial an we levelled ar

area in the back yard for a hard surface tennis court.

bde constructed a high wire-netting enclosure round the

coat and planted almond trees on either side. Dad laid

brick storm-water drains around the house ard a paved

area at the back fer car-washing, There were inter

camectirg glazed dos between lounge and dining room, a

servery between dining room and the spacious kitchen,

three bedraos and a laundry and toilet in the back

verandah a big improvement on cur Alberton dwellirg,

Ee cf dad's innovations was a "hay box", designated

ta save gas by completing the cooking cf a meal in a

casbaed wooden box filled with hay te provide a high
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commerce", but we ma inta ined cc,ntact throu gh church

act iv i t ies.

Later, dad gave me a b icycle aY,d I cycled the th,、ee

and a hal f m iles tc, sch,:,c,l - wh ich was cheaper aY,d

qu icker than travell in g by tram v ia the c i t y , where i t

was necessa,、 y to change trams.

JohY, Thor,1psoY1, sl i gh tl y your, ger thar, roysel f , came

from Er,gland w i th h is mother to l ive ir, Le Strar, ge

Stree t , two doors away from us. We became f irm fr ieY,ds,

ar,d h is r,1other be fr iended my mother, but we saw 1 i t t le of

h is ste p- fathe t、.We both had b icycles and we both loved

rnak i ,,-, g th ings. We r i g ged u p a pr iva te telepho Y-,e 1 ine

between cd_,r•、res pect ive bedrooms, us i Y-19 second-hand parts

froro the PMG's Depart riien t stcサ·e a Y-,d cor,nected by w ires

rem across the back verandah roo f o f our interver, ing

ne i ghbour, Nurse Sm i th. Call ir, g was by ba t tery opera ted

bells. Nurse Sw i th thou gh t i t a grea t _joke. When we had

our w indows o pen she sa id she could hear both of us.

Each year I bou ght "Every Boy's Hobby A,.-,,..,ual ", a,..,

E r-, gl ish publ ica t ion devoted to hand icra fts a,.-,d past imes

for the tee l'"la ger. Th is gave des i g r-,s for co,.-,_jur i ,.-, g

equ i pn1e r-, t , model ra ilway accessor ies a,.-,d many other

th i ,.-, gs that I wanted to make, i,.-,clud i ,.-, g a la,..,d yach 七 ．

John and I clubbed to gether to buy the,,-,ecessary

ma七er ial and road 日 七he 日 i.x foo七10r9 日land yach t , pa in ioed

勺O



red with a square canvas sail. Our intention was to use

it at the beach. adher tad Marjorie and me for a

summer holiday at Henley Beach and I persuaded dad to

take the land yacht dowr on the roof cf his car. le kept

it in the garage at Del Mente, and John came dowr to

christen it with me. However, we fond the white sand gf

the beaches in St Vincent's Gulf was too soft be support

the "Red Robin", as we called it, because the

perambulator type wheels were ta narrow and sank in the

sand as sogi as we began to move.

bitumen surface of the Esplanade.

Sa we tried it c the

There was not much

nabaeiss we did encounter.

mote traffic here or weekdays ard we bawled along at a

spanking pace in the breeze, much ta the alarm of those

her we returned to Blenurge I tried it out in Le

Strange Street but, moving off the crown of the road to

give clearance ta an approaching car, it overbalanced and

threw me unceremoniously in the gutter.

enthusiasm for land yachts after that,

ble lost cur

crystal sets.

With John I used ia explore the disused silver mines

dug into the slopes sf the Glen Osmond foothills. We

fond Galena crystals which wzked very well in our

Interstate relays cf radio mragrames were very rare

ir *he mid 19E0s. The Adelaide radio stations closed

dn for the night earlier than those in Melbourne, ard I



foad I could receive a Melbourne station c my crystal

set, very faintly but quite clearly, after the fdelaide

sbaticns had closed dawn. I remember lying in bed before

going bo sleep at right, listening to a recoding of "The

Sog of the Dawn". I thought that was wonderful

hearing something over a distance of 400 miles with such

simple equipment. I never ceased to marvel at the

miracle of music plucked fro the air and made audible in

a pair of headphones by a small assembly cf wires ard a

tiny crystal - with no sore of energy save that

prcided by a transmitter hundreds cf miles away,

0r Mes Sth 19E7., The Duke of York (who later became

King George VI) opened the new Federal Parliament House

ir Canberra - accompanied by his Duchess (now the Queer

cdher) . This was relayed by trunk line to Adelaide and

cere110y,

I remember listening to Sir Hamiltan Hearty conducting

Handel's Water music Suite as part cf the Canberra

Marjorie changed school again in 1927, going to the

relatively new Presbyterian Girls College at Glen Osmond

- little moe thar ce and a half miles from home and

much closer than N.l..E. It is rather sad that re of

the colleges attended by Marjorie still exists under its

original name. Girto Hause has beer absorbed, with the

boy5 Hinge College, into the cc-educational Pembroke

College. .l.C. is now known as fmnesley College and

"G.C. has become Seymour College, The latter bwo



changes were the result of the merging of the Methodist

and Presbyterian groups into the new Uniting Church.

Happily in Melbourne the identity of the corresponding

colleges was net affected by this merger.

As well as my interest in things mechanical and

electrical I became increasingly interested in 'show

business', and I was enthralled by performances cf

visiting stage magicians. kith great care I constructed

soe of the corjuring equipment described in my Hobby

fals and, after many hours of practise in manipulaticr

before a mirror, I gave performances to my friends. I

received invitations to perform before groups cf

schoolchildren and later at parties. I wrote and

memorised my owr "patter" and gained increasing

cf idence ir presentaticu

Dad bad us to a performance cf "The Finates cf

Perzance", and my form at schal had outings to matinee

performances cf Shakespeare's plays by the flan bilkie

Company when it visited Adelaide. I loved all this, and

the more I saw he more I wanted to see.

Then there were the Adelaide "open air theatres" or

Noth Terrace - first the "Austral Gardens" beside

histeic Ayer's House, and later the "Exhibition Gardens"

behind the old Exhibiticn Buildirg alongside the S.9.

School of Nines. To sit under the stars o a balmy

sumer might and be entertained by artists a rembe



brightly-lit stage was sheer magic. There was a pierrgb

broupe, uniformly dressed in logse white garments with

huge black buttes and with conical white caps bearing

similar black spots. Featured artists were "Billy

daloey and his silver stick" - immaculately dressed ir

white tie and tails with a silver topped black cane - and

Rupert Hazel and Elsie Day. Elsie was a golden haired

sapranc and Rupert'e entrance always began with

"Everybody happy? - - - That's the idea!"

His favourite impersonation was ar Anglican parsc,

The Vicar f Mirth", with a draing delivery-

"My de-ah sheep.

- Yes, I think so!'

Ya who I have fleeced so often!

There were na public address systems in those days.

Artists had trained themselves in voice production so

that their sotte-voce asides could be heard in the pen

air at the back of a crowded audience. Those were the

days!" Ir the old traditics of the music Hall, sags ir

which the audience cold participate were very popular.

At the end of 19E6 in Form VIbE I had passed the

leaving Exam in five subjects, and moved into the Sixth

Fam the following year. I began ta think about a future

czareta3" y love ef things mechanical and electrical

iricated engineering, and dad agreed that this was an

appropriate objective. Enquiring about the pre-

requisites for a degree course in Engineering at Adelaide



University I was dismayed to find that all engineering

degree courses included chemistry as a first year

subject. I was then only 15, and my Intermediate and

leaving Certificates already entitled me to matriculaticr

o reaching the age cf 16, but I had done no chemistry!

There was no vocational guidance facility at Sainbs ir

those days, and so I had not been warned ef this hurdle.

Therefore, when I entered Form VI in 19E7, I selected

Chemistry, Physics, Maths I and II and English to study

fo the Leaving Hours Examinatic under "Mate" Sharpe.

At the end of the year I passed ir Maths I and II and

Physics nly,

Certificate,

Four passes were required for the

I had faund Chemistry at this level rather

incomprehensible without prior knowledge cf the subject,

although I had dee quite well in the practical work.

hy Headmaster's comment was "He is young fa this

fan. I hope he will return for another year. ' The

Sixth form was the highest and a twa-year stay there was

nab uncommo, but dad was doubtful whether he could

afford another year at Saints. The fees were increasirg,

However, he decided to let me have another year.

There was great excitement ir February 1928 when

Bert Hinkler, a bold War I ace from Bundaberg,

Gueensland, made the first sole flight from England to

Australia in his tiny fvro Avian biplane. The lode

"punch" published a front-page cartoc by Bernard
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s y to lose him", and I was very sorry be be leavirg.

y seven years at Saints had been very happy oes. Dr

Benson gave me a certificate of good health, stating I

was 'quite fit ta undergo a course cf training ir

l still had to face a selection interview in the

fcebmasber General's Department, but with that pass under

y belt I felt confident of the future. As a last

thrust, I sat again for leaving Hours Chemistry, as th

exam id rt clash with the Leaving Exam tines, i% was a

ast minute cramming did no good, and I

failed to pass.

Ir, ray last year at Saints I had begun to take ar

irburest in extra-curricular activities, I joined the

die was a member of the first and Eric Cattrell

belonged to bebh. T
a. bcebh presented papers at

the Science Club meetings,

The Headmaster played a trick at ce cf the Serio

liberary meetings. le used be met at night around the

fire in the entrance hal} cf the Headmaster's residence

+her in the south wing cf the old School House.

generously provided supper, but did rot attend meetings

(we night the meeting concluded with a readiny

by the President (English master "Sandy" McDonnell f

a ae aci play by W.Va, Jacobs,
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