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cadeiship. Therefore I enrolled fa three major subjects

oly ir 1929 - a relatively light load which left some

time fo obher interests,

bads.

Dad paid my fees and bought my

As there was ro guaranbee that I would obtain a

cadetship I sought an interview with mr Stobie, cf the

Adelaide Electric Supply Company, or the prospects af

employment with them during my study. He was the

cdesiger cf the ubiquitous Stobie steel and concrete

pale, used throughout South fustralia to support poer

lines, I remember his question "bhy do ycat wart to

became an engineer?u i had plenty of reasons.

There were then about 6u engineering undergraduates

at the Rdelaide University, Qf my colleagues in the

Sixth few at Saints, Edmund Sharpe, Gcrde Colebabch and

A"H. Finlayson had joined the faculty in 19E8, and Eric

Edtrell and murray Howell did likewise in 1930, but I

was the only ce leaving Saints ta begin engineering in

1929.

Between 1928 and 1930 my contemporaries Bob Nosdie,

John Bray, Keith#ta#onald and Colir Moodie (dux at Saints

in 129) begar law courses, Jahn Colebabch began medicine

ad Jerry Price and Calin Kerr Grant begar science

c0er5es A1l these succeeded rbably in their careers.



The undergraduates ir the Engineering School had

their own peculiar initiaticr ceremony for "freshers".

Part of the ceremo was a "candle race'. The

Engineering Schol was then ir the western half cf a bw

sbey brick building at the end of the main University

rive - the eastern half beirg occupied by the Physics

School. The initiation ceremory was conducted at night

behind locked docs, There was a concrete staircase

rising to the first floor with an intermediate landing.

The freshers were divided into two teams, and instructed

ba strip. Half of each team was grouped at the tap gf

the stairs and the other half at the bottom. Each

fresher was presented with a standard lo inch domestic

white candle.

The first fresher ir each team was required ta

insert the butt erd af the candle horizontally in his

posterior, and the protruding wick was then lit by the

official starter the first fresher in ce team being at

the tap af the stairs and the first in the abher team

being at the bottom. The candles were definitely at the

bob tom, The freshers were then required to descend and

ascend the stairs without dropping the lighted candles-

a strictly "hards-gr+" procedure, host af the building

lights were extinguished, and the chief illuminatis came

fro the flickering bail-lights of the nude figures,

casting grotesque shadows on the walls as they clumsily

passed each other c the stairway,



忍

I t was a relay race. Or, reach in g the eY,d,:, f the

sta irs, each fresher had to stand back-to-back w i th the

nex t rnernber o f h is team aY,d l i gh t that fellow's にar,d le

from the flame c, f h is owr,. Aga ir,, a "hands-o ff "

procedure. Shouts from the assembled und巴rgraduate

spectat •：,rs hel ped them to l i r-,e-u p the two car,dles. Wher,

•
the two consecut ive freshers were o f d i f f巳rent he i ghts

th is rnat i r-, g o f car,dles became a most del icate operat ion -

the shorter one star,d ing on t i p-toe and the tall旬Cヽne

at tem pt in g to squat a ppropr iatel y w i thout dro pp in g h is

candle.

In my case, the nex t fresher was rathe t--shorter than

I, and had a th ick coat in g o f redd ish ha ir on h is back.

He yelled as I s inged h im 凶 i th rny car,dle'

Two th ings made th is race very d i f f icul t , i f not

hazardous. F irst , i t vias d i f f icul t to ste p u p or down to

the r,ex t tread o f sta irs 囚 i thout dro p p in g the candle -

and some car,dles d id dro p ar,d had to be re- inserted.

Secor,dl y , as the car,dles bmへned dovm, the ho t wax v,as

l iable to dr i p o,,-, to the calves o f yo訳le gs - a pa inful

ex perlence.

The race was completed w i th much barrack in g a,.-,d

h il fr i t y . There was,,o pr i :ze for the w i,,n in g t 巳arn - onl y

the glory o f v ictory .

I う9~
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Other tasks were devised fa the initiation ceremony

each year, but the candle race was the most memorable.

At 17 years cf age, I begar to shaw an interest ir

the opposite sex. I had spurned girls during my school

years. Jahn Thompsc and I decided we should take

lessors in ballroom dancing, which was the most popular

fem qf evening entertairment in these days, Ir Nay 1989

we began to attend the dancing classes f Miss Norah

Stewart in Tynte Street, North Adelaide. iss Stewart

was recognised by Adelaide Society as the autheity

ballrog dancing and deportment. She held joint classes

far both sexes. Dancing "pumps" had to be worn and the

boys had to wear white cottar gloves. usic was provided

by a piano. I% was all very formal and we were taught ta

behave with the utmost propriety.

I enjoyed the classes, but many of the dances taughi

were cf little use at the average scial gathering, The

fcbrot, blues and waltz were certainly worth learning;

the barge, the varsity drag and the black battam,

however, might have been useful to an exhibition dancer

but in the normal case gf events we never met anyce

away fro Miss Btewarb's classes) whe knew how to dance

+hem!

fr1yway, John and I were able ta attend dances,

organised by the girls' club at St Saviours Church, and



bake the floor with a partner without disgracing

o1selves.

Travelling home o the Blen Demond tram, one day in

Jure, was the mast beautiful girl I had ever seen - with

the most wonderful head of golden hair coiled in a bun at

bhe nape cf her neck. l stayed the tram beyond my

stap, to see where she alighted. It was at Elenunga

I got off at the rext stop and rushed back but

she had disappeared. ft the next choir practice at

church I described her to my friends. Cecil Lapbhere

said it must be Phyllis Williams, who lived in Glenunga

Avenue. He agreed to introduce me ta her at the first

opportunity, which was at a young people"s dance ir St

Saviour's Church hall. She was very distant, and not at

all encouraging» I resolved to take every opportunity cf

seeing her and getting to know her better.

Almost all of 19g9 passed before there was any news

about appointments cf Cadet Engineers in the F.N.E'e

Department, began to wish I had undertaker the full

complement of first year subjects, although the cost cf

such arr enrolment and the associated text books would

have been a big strain a dad's resources. At last I

received advice that I would be appointed Cadet Engineer

as fro January End 1930, at a salary of one hundred and

twenty three pounds per annum. y engineering career had

begun! And so I began working for a salary at last,



I well remember reporting fe duty at the

engineering department in the Adelaide B.R.0. building.

On the receptici desk at the erbrarce was a polished

wader tablet bearing a geld-lettered inscription

similar ta that used in all departmertal offices

COURTESY TO ALL
PROMPT ATTENTION
EFFICIENT SERVICE

That was the ideal of the Commonwealth Fublic Service

ar ideal that all members were expected ta observe.

Those were the days when the E.m.6' s Department handled

%

/
I

all mail, letter postage was twopence, with two

deliveries Noday to Friday and ce or Saturday marring,

Today I frequently wait in a queue cf 8 people at a local

post office while 3 or 4 employees busy themselves with

paper work on the gbher side cf the counter cr exchange

fragments cf gossip, completely ignoring the waiting

public. How times have changed!

There were seven other Cadet Ergineers in the

Adelaide Branch of the Department - Sid Jares, Jack

bhite, Rill Howe, George NeKincs, Starn Chapman, Nalcolm

Rogers and Dg Burnard - at various stages of progressiom

through +he nemal four-year ccmse cf training, Dor

Burnard had been appointed o the same day as myself - he

was five days younger thar I and had attended Princes.

with similar interests and a common sense cf humour we

became firm friends.



・命

斜

The Departrner,tal tra i ,,-, i ,,-, g for Cadet EY,g iY,eers

iY,volved ex per ience i l'", all phases c, f P.M.G. eY, g i,,-,eer in g

work, w i th even in g lectures i l'", s pec ial ised subjects by

sen im、o f f icers a,,-,d a 1 irn i ted,,-,umber o f hours o f f tc、

at te,,-,d lectures and pract ical oいこ,rk at the un ive,、s i t y .

Cadets were requ ired to s i t fo,、a Departr,,e,,-,tal exam for

a ppo iY,trnent as Er, g ir,eer at the e l'"sd of the ir tt、a i ,-, i ,,-, g .

Do,,-, Bur r-,苛d and I chose s_m i ve芦 i t y subjects ir, the B.E.

(Electr ical) course, al thou gh there was r,o guara)'",tee that

we would be g iven su f f ic ient t irne-o f f to com plete the

course,ご, ,,-, a par、 t -t irne bas is. 192勺ar,d 1930 marked the

be g i,,-,r, in g c, f the心逗 trauma t i c- years known as The Grea t

Depress ior,, and we were the last cadets to be a ppo inted

for a very lon g t ime.

When we vie,、e tra in in g at c i t y locat ions, at tendance

a t the un ivers i t y was a s imple mat ter. When tra in in g ir,

the suburbs I found my b icycle very useful for go ir, g to

ar,d frorn lectures. Tra in ir, g at cour,try centres was

（ごon f ined to per iods when the un ivers i t y was on vacat ion.

My f irst post i r, g was to the N玩wood automat ic

t elephor,e excha r. ge, learr, i r, g as rnuch as poss ible abc,ut

the equ i prne,,t a r,d hoe, i t was rna inta i r.ed. I t was very

stran ge a t f i t、st , work ir, g amon g a body o f mer, much older

than r,1ysel f a,,d call in g them by the ir chr ist iar,,,ames -

a ft!;"r the,—'se o f 豆,rr,ames c, r,l y a t schoo l. I began by

address i ,, g the fc,reman mechan ic as "S ir". They thou gh t

th is a great ._1 ,:, f<.e. I cycled tc, ancl Frc,m wc,r f<. ancl a t;e m y

70



念

1•.mcheon sandw iches, washed dc,wn by "b ill y tea", w i th the

mechan ics. and 1 inesrneY,. I t was indeed a suddeY, change

from schooldays. The automat ic exchaY, ge had a straY, ge

character ist ic smell, probabl y the product o f electr ical

iY,sulat ion and contac t spark in g .

Th is was fol lowed by per、 iods at the Cer,tral Exchan ge

and the Telegraph Worksho ps - both in the c i t y proper.

Novi that I vias earn in g a salary I began to,、evel i r,

my independence. No longer d id I have to rel y on dad to

pay my un ivers i t y fees, buy rny boo l<.s ar,d prov ide me w i th

pocket rnm·,ey . I was able to pay a nom ir,al sum to rnc,ther

和：,r my k巳e p .

Some t ime a fter we moved to Glenunga dad had traded

h is Model T Ford for one of the new Ford tourers kno"'•n as

"Model A", wh ich had come on the market in 19已7. L ike

the Model T, tl1 is had a fold ing canvas hood, detachable

•~ ide curta ins w i th eel lulo id w indows, runn ing boards ar,cl

rnucl guards - but the bocly had smoother 1 i r,es ar,d was 1 ess

1 i ke a convert eel hc,rse-cl,、awn bu g gy than the Moclel Thad

beer,. The hood,,as nearl y always le -ft u p , sec1―'red to the

fro,,-,t w i,,-,dscreen.

The Slde c·ur 七a i,,-,s were secured by l',ot very rel iable

pre~s-but ton fasteners. It,,as necessary to exam ine the

weather forecasts before ventur in g ou t i f r,、 iY, was at all

l ik． 四l y , b 日C 国」se a t tach ir,9 七I•9 巳 S i ci ⇔-•C~―’ ャ吋 t a1mS 1 m am

I/''



uexpecbed shower was beth time-consuming and unpleasant.

The battery was moubed externally c the running board

at oe side and the spare wheel was carried vertically at

the back behind a fold-down luggage rack.

id beer invented.

Bods" had

I used to help dad with periodic greasing, oiling

ad cleaning the car, but he frowned upon any suggestion

that I should drive it. However, I bak careful mate cf

giver the chance,

what he did to control it. I was sure I could drive,

During the barley season dad used ta drive over ta

Yorke Peninsula to inspect the crops, He usually

returned home with ar offerirg of fish, crabs c wild

duck - and often quite sunburnt. Hut sometimes his

elbone principals, mr Smith cr Mr Mitchell, drove to

Adelaide to visit the peninsula with him - and a such

occasios dad's car was left unattended in the garage fcr

several days,

This was my opportunity! I ford the key and

carefully drove the car to a large open space knwr as

the Beaumet Commorm, rt far from home, arid practised

gear changing, backing and parking manoeuvres to my

heart's corrtenb. After several such practices I had full

confidence, and when dad returned I announced I could

rive the car, I gave him a demoisbtratio, and he was



corinced. I obtained a driving licence, which was not

7

difficult in those days,

Fro then c dad allowed me to borrow the car for

tings, when he was not requiring it himself, and it

made a wonderful difference bo my mobility,

The yang people attending St Saviour's Church

resolved to form a local dance club, A committee was

appointed in May 1930, which included Berenice Bailey,

Phyllis Williams (both former students of P.G.C.), Euth

Bammar ad myself as honorary secretary. We called it

the "Salvador Dare Club" and held dances in the local

Milton Hall every E or 3 weeks in aid qf church funds.

Attendances ranged from 50 to 1ug and music provided by a

piano, saxaphone and banjo was followed by a supper cf

sandwiches, biscuits, sft drinks and coffee.

I had fallen madly in love with the beautiful

Phyllis Williams, but although I saw her regularly at

committee meetings I was very reticent about makirg any

advances. any fellows sought her company at dances, ard

I felt very inadequate. The intensity of my feelings may

be judged from a some which I secretly wrote about this

angel of a girl

Phyllis, what fairer fcw could meet the eye
Thar she, the darling by the Bods beloved
Her eyes, the beauty cf the boundless sky,
er lips, who could rd by their spell be moved
And held entranced by their glorious bow!
bher first I saw her all the world stood still
I felt my heart leap high, but dare rot shc



My passion openly - lest she should kill
y hopes, my yearnings. Oh, how can I find
Her favour - I, least favoured qf them all
That seek her favour? Yet may I, ir mind,
Dream f the fortune that may someday fall
My lot - till stark reality unkind
lakes me from dreaming, shrouds me in its mall

I shed this orly to John Thompson who was my

confidante, as I was his, in matters ef the heart. He

was sympathetic, and urged me net ta give up hope.

Talking pictures were still a melty in 1930. The

first talkie, The Jazz Singer, starring 0l Jolson, had

been shawri in Adelaide in 1929, but that relied o sound

from a synchronised disc record accompanying orly part of

the film. Films were now provided with "married sound",

photographically recorded along oe edge of the film

stack, Ir June oe of the first all-colour talkies, The

Codd Diggers of Broadway, was showing at the Majestic

Theatre in the city. I plucked up courage and asked

Phyllis to see it with me.

kind of seventh heaver!

She agreed, ad I was in a

Everybody called her Fhyll. She was the youngest cf

five attractive daughters and her parents were very

strict.

outing.

I met them when I called for her a that first

res Williams' opening remark was "What a tall

thin bay!" - t sort cf mental slap in the face, pr

billiams was a man of few wads who wore a hamburg hat

and seldom smiled. He was most emphatic about his

daughter coming home co time.



That August I bought my first Direr Suit, and in

December I tock Phyll (and Don Barnard tock his

girlfriend Doe Mengersor) to the first Cabaret of the

newly formed Adelaide University Footlights Club in the

University Refectory, de also went to the Revue produced

by the University Footlights Club at the Theatre Royal.

This was the first cf a series of arual Revues cf

surprisingly professional standard. They were always

presented in the presence cf the State Fremier and his

wife, the Lad Maya and his wife and sometimes the State

ceerros, Begirirg with oe performance ir December

1930, the performances increased progressively to six in

December 1935. They ced this success ta an errmcs

agent of hard work and enthusiasm by a large body cf

students, There was a core gf men ard women who were the

driving force year after year - ir particular Keith

acdonald, Dear Hay, Bill Han, Jim Muecke, Gavin

Walkley, John Duncan, Dick Brocks and David Hogarth (all

fro Saints) Rex Dawe (from princes) and women students

Pat Richardson, Iris Hart, Shirley Cuming, Roxy Sims,

aisie Todd and Nargaret Corpe.

Rex (whacker) Dawe ard John Duncan formed a

marvellous comedy duc Keith Macdonald was the "straight

man" and compere. Jim Muecke was a very competent

magician. Dean Hay and Bill Ham were responsible far

most of the music, and Bill wrote many catchy songs fer

these Revues« ke laked forward to the Feet lights shows



every year - they were a happy climax ta a year cf study,

I wold have loed to bake part in them myself, but my

duties as a Cadet in the Department would not have

allowed me the necessary time for rehearsals.

Having passed my 19E9 university subjects, I tack

three mare in 1930, including Physics II under Professor

err Grant. His so Calin, my form-mate from 1928, was

nay partner in the practical work which we enjoyed

together.

Pref. Kerr Brant was the best-laved personality or

the University staff. He was tall and thin and slightly

stooped, with a shack af unruly hair, shaggy eyebrows and

a bristling moustache. His twinkling eyes behind

spectacles gave immediate indicatic cf his god humour

ad kindly interest in others. I dee' t think arycme who

professor.

dax twice.

passed through the Engineering and Science courses in his

40 years at the University could have left without some

favourite stories about this typically absent-minded

Ir one year he was alleged to have paid his income

He drove a Franklin car - a wake as famous and

rudgue as its owner. Having mislaid it once, he rang the

police c reaching he ad said he thought it must have

been staler. 'pal is the rumber of your cay» they



asked. "Oh, just a minute," replied the Frof, "I car't

remember. I*1l go into my garage and have a look."

Because of his goad rabure, Pref. Kerr Grant was the

butt of many practical jokes. He had devised an

arrangement in the physics Lecture Theatre for

demesbrating that all bodies of similar shape but

unequal weight fall at the same rate. ft ceiling level,

abcat E5 feet from the floor, he had two five inch

diameter balls - one solid and ce hallow - secured

behind a trap doc, They could be released by the pull

cf a cod which opened the trap do, allowing them to

fall irbo a circular tray of sand o the floor below.

Before his lecture begar, some students crept into

the empty lecture theatre and meed the bray two feet

fro its positicu en the Prof. pulled the card the

balls landed c the wader floor with a terrific crash,

The Pref. blinked at his class ard said "i will repeat

that demaistratir tomorra.n

ext mowing the students found that the tray had

been meed back to its proper positiau, with a chalk mark

drawr ca the floor beneath it. They completely erased

this mark, drew a similar oe bwo feet away and replaced

the tray in its correct positic,

On enterirg the theatre the Frofessg saw that the

chalk nark co the flag was red sered ky the tray, so



he carefully pushed the tray over it and began his

78

lecture. bhen the cord was pulled the balls once again

hit the wooden flo with a resounding crash! There

wcld have been recriminations from a less gogd-natured

prefessgr.

Once a girl student arrived late for a lecture. The

pref" stopped speaking until she had climbed up ta her

seat. Ther "The Transit cr Vernus!" he remarked. The

girl was early next tine.

Frf. Kerr Grant bad made a practice cf reciting the

whale ef Kipling's poem "If", at the conclusion of his

last lecture for the year. It became a tradition keenly

laked forward to by all his students whc made it

increasingly memorable as the years went by - with the

introduction cf streamers, confetti, fireworks and even

smoke-producing chemicals,
,,

If ya can fill the unforgiving minute
bith sixty seccds worth of distance rur
Yours is the earth, and everything that's in it
Ard what is more, yc' 1l be a man my so,'

pref. Kerr Brant was knighted in 1947 and retired ir

1948. Amog many cdhers he taught Sir Marcus Oliphant,

Sir Howard Florey and Sir Hugh Cairns. He passed away in

1967 at the age cf 89. The name of Sir Kerr Brant had

became synoymos with the University of Adelaide. He

vas a great Rrgfessr.



Un ivers i tv student l i fe revolved around the Un ion

Bu ild ir,g,,:,verlook i ,.-, g the R iver Torrer,s. The cer,tral

pa,·、 t was the Re fectory , a large ar,d beaut i ful hal 1 w i th a

bearned ce il ir, g pa inted in a Span ish des i gn. A wall of

glass doors o per,ed o,.-,to cl 『コ isters and laom or, the r ive,·—

s;·ide. The Re fectory was used for dances, but was

norrnal l y f illed vJ i th tables aY,d cha irs for student meals.

At the fror,t end was the Un ior, Sec,、etaウ's O ff ice and a

m.en's read in g roorn. A ca feter ia at the other 可,d

ad .jo ined the Lady Syn, ,ご, ,.., Bu ild in g ，コ f the Women's Un ion.

As the Meがs UY, ion bu ild ing had yet to be constrへucted th巴

lawn was ther, embraced by clo isters or, two s ides onl y .

峠als in the Re·fectory prov ided the rna ir, contact between

studer,ts o f d i f ferent facul t i 巳s, importar,t in mak in g

fr ier,ds and develo p in g the art of conve芦at ion and debate

in those days be fore the introduct ion o f telev is ion wh ich

tends to destroy conversat ior,.

In December 1930 I began tra i r-, ing in the

妙.a.nsr,11.ss ion sect ion of the Department under F. P. (Frank)

ロ~Grad y , the Tra·nsrn iss ion En g ineer fc介· the State. I had

my f irst iY,troduct ioY, to rad io b·,へoadcast in g at the

tra r-,srn i t ter o f 5CL Adela id巴 ，shortl y a fter that stat io r-,

( in common t,i i th all the relat ivel y h i gh- powered "A class"

stat iO\·,s f inanced by 1 i steY,e芦l icence fees) had been

acqu ired by the DepartrneY,t at the ex p irat ion of the ir

operat in g 1 icences. !=ゃogr,ammes 叩咋e be in g prov ided by．
the entre prene•.tr ic,1 CeY,tral Broadcaste芦Ltd under a 3

year contrac t , bu t the Departrn巴nt had the resp -c,r,s ib ょ1.L t y



of operating and maintaining the technical equipment at

o

bdh transmitter ard studios. The transmitter at

Brooklyn Fark was in a very "haywire" condition and the

Department had the job gf largely rewiring it to make it

shipshape', The Australian Broadcasting Commission was

d fonded, bo provide programmes for the National

Service, until July 193E, when the number of listeners

licences in Australia had risen to 370,ug0 at two pounds

ten shillings each.

Ir January 1931 I began my first paid annual leave.

Evelyn Camell, oe cf mobber's te cousins in the Hardy

family, lived at Cccbamundra ir New South Wales. Her

husband Tam had a farm property there and they invited me

ta spend some of the summer vacation with them. The

prospect cf interstate travel thrilled me. leaving

Adelaide by brain, I spent three days in Melbourne where

the Mitchell family locked after me, five days at

Ccamurdra and three in Sydney.

Fro the Albury station at the Victorian/New South

bales boder, where you had to charge trains because of

the different rail gauge, Ta drove me to his property.

I rode a horse there for the first time rt very

successfully! The saddle girth was secured with string

which gave way wher the horse broke into a canter,

heading fer a waterhole. The saddle slipped sideways and

I reached the waterhole clinging to the underside cf the

hoses' g neck. f most undignified exhibiticow. Ir those



days Albury,.,as a c i t y o f tree·-l i -ned str,引,;t 巴 こ1md rnaYiv

b icycles. Torn and Ev巴lvY-, hc,cl two ch i lclr,ョm,:t f about m•V

age, J im ar,d B巳t t y . They "ぃョr巳 fllost hosp i tab ie 碍 but I

,.,anted to see Syd·,ぼ ‘f’ '

I reac寸 ←ivdVi 巴 ‘J 巳 点 ）＾ ●l f l n t: tl 已 rm:9 ·，••1 1 mn ，二9•f Ja ·，·•,uaゃy

1 呂th 1 ':331 and my f irst th叫． ． ＼ gh t wa巴 " I mucst see t t·，e

日arb亡99-9r••• 国id g 巴 " . I t 如碑st ill ,.md 巴 ；·.. 仁9ご＇ 炉紅· 八ict.1. cm. •The

a)へ 仁h ,ia s,. こornplete but the r,:,a□ dECK. i rd], ha)'.lO. 1r•9□ -t t the

cer,t ·,涅 ， ha口 y'et. t o t:,e e只·emo巳d •t: こ:, m巳et the EtE) p和ご,c,ches at

e1 the,·・ 巴YKi . LEaV'].n g eer9,tl,a i らtat i ,こ9n, 1 巳 巴t o f1° a ●l,::,n g

F~ i t t s t r、eet .- amLi t h こre i t▲ 9む冦三9 ThE W9:9Y心 巳 ヤ•••F,、: :l ar~Ch

framed ac,•~'ご,ss t i万e ,八ご, ;- the,. 、F1 E?rfiC; o f t i1E' st r5?E:t. ar•9ci sna•nn 1 neI

tr,e d istant Har te瓦d□1 ·，• 、9

I t hacl bee·n ra111勺 anロ ロ9人 口dles of water la fヽ’

. ' 、1こ ） ← じween the trarn ra i よS. 9 f E，W 1 三9コ ↓ ふ じed C~EU＾も were parked

OY, 巳9、 七'r， 巴r !Sl 己 巳 ，：：9 f ℃ iTe or， 巴—CJ3冶 巴 七 ）＾ 巳 巳t ヘ レJ 1 七h 口ler, 七V c, f

、JaC~amt 1ぺEn spac泊 ぷ, t that t ir,―,e ，二9m a Thur巴 rn iこ,rn inq in

1 う こ、1 wh巳 的 口ark i nri 「;1巳t erEご： 因 巴 ヤ--e ,_,-,..,creamed ,こt f . 凸s ):

町．1 ［)I9 ，二,ached a street fru i t 一9st a ]. ] 「sa,，Ja youth graヒar,

or~ange arld pocket l. t 如 句I th 巳 口~0ple t.9こ9\.·、's head was

tu,--c,ed. "That's S 、1d Y-1ey in the, I)巴Im屯SSl on, " I tm:91-91]h t " l~

made C1ood use of I.i1y, t l me, V'1 S i t l mq E紅こ,nd i E屯頃 に 「•, and the

Too和苫Ina I3a9-K. ;9,9こt ヽニ， W ］. t h l t s ,:a口 豆―·l 巴 巴 巳 巳r正le, 旬い

separa t in g a.-, i 「,1als f ,―·om the people by deep chasm竺a i~ICl

d i f.J•'E,rences in 1 eve is.

名 ／



I 『e t L t i へr1 巴o t o nd 曰 i a l de ，こ： f1 」~ • こi iう し,ary 20じI•~) C切' ‘氏j 1' 巴 王Ltm 曰d

clu t y at ピぷL t t望げ1 国1i l t t 巴99へ 印巴 ） ： t． EI a {ヽ -

1 "; よ し c， \9Er:I こ3 V'E3r→, t t' ,」1 :y~E?c·t t~ f ，こり＇ へ h1E心 l i~l a て1 ニヽ t•9EへC＼ 冷’ ．y

丞 （： 己 ｛こi 町91 1 c j ¢.iad -. f ]. \9~ 七」 ， →m l ヽE:q ]. t ＼． 庄9-山J 丘心t さ f l l l :l n g t 1_9 ピ

r:1 ふ g.l fl1 9MI.l f; 9-m ： 口 云 ＼ :,r • n ，こ9 9_l, -. 9 ●~. 9ご9 •I...f : a l ょ 国造cj iュy t m,:.' :0己 ド·， ふ ·，―•し:·,1er·心

beccC.use I し99 ふr. t． をc i t: C, mak． 巴 go仁9ej ,:he: t ]. m 巳 いれ3 ● •t 巴d i 百 1 だれこ心3.~

O名 叫勺 炉乍名 、1 百 g l i.-; (:l pr·~ l l よ 祖＼ 巴d r~l V l l勺e] d 迅 口 ＇ 巳 じ叩‘ , ,,, i tn

戸1-l v i j :t 竺 卜j i i ょ ェ 己r,1r " E9 正力 ：l に tぅ Lia 1.i. oy , L. Llt h Li 迅riimar in, 1;•9 f:, t t y

じ ；• L i amd e9m 口i [ハこ吋 ー ， ｝39-I t‘ 百 どrd, t o t h i oper :L ·，"i g dam［ こ9 f t i•1€3

日 口 f :I. <:t 1 d 巳Lim l VErF l t v l:) こ9T iC•E C l 旦b (1=1UDC).. I t \-Id 曰 ヤ€i ]. r•9 i r, g ,

the ごar s id 己亡 し1r t a.n 任． 囚Eやe,←l P Et ir心 ．t i•1£さ ツ J． 込 i ヒ9 1.L l t. y !9ふべC.

1琴心·;ー． コ ［担I4E dr.,:,ve aこ 已：環 "'· the :i . ねt. er•sect J. C ir•9 9こ ， ・「 恥··pe,, t·, 1 l 1

H,:' 云9 こi 三tlー，d D 四q ,"し 巴t~ t 正~I l i j tこ， ｝~ 巳粁＾re しce t ,ご9 E3 frI― 巴r• Eie ヨ し＼rnon t r ｛ ，ふ ぷd

t } ·, ••r~'-'FI t· , •t. t ·，e [• 9m i←9. t m叫 巳 囚 日1 亡h ミシ9-9 9~ t― 'こ9 ;-'. 9.-9 [J t 1一； 巴c2 3. t．． ン＇ ，， scud cl 却nl ,f' 、-·

ピ~ ：そI~-l,, ;4 ; 9

i狂冗：rt: t-, 己戸c~ 丞r h i t し9 竺~ ＇四,, the 戸 四 みr~. i 巳 す 七 口 亡19ご,r_

F図t,.ma t e l y •rぃ：r―':m e? 因 ふs r,urt bu t le図th （謬＼r• 巴； 因匂’ 四 国口l y

に•r吋．t f in l E9」 , t i万c,u gh s t ill dr i ＼パヨ ，，1 ：3 ]．€9,， 呂trar ； 目 巳l. 9,, } h 炉 9:d:. h er

C: 匂 如年d や iv,畔l 巳y Col 1 百 f叫口 旦e, 髯只＇·i CJ ]· rg •for t t·， 已 玉c1r,1E, daれ に 巳

巳•、9~ヽ 云 ·，r, ot h に'r• : lA t. Eり ' i,、i 紐 こJ ·, ｀ ｀ ご9 V E t i1 E？ こ 臼 ·， ←, i・， 仁<c\C i t y p迅9• K. 1 •，r ， 目

乱 叩1,:m,こ'PFに辱l t 巳 i: rw LIn l ヽ✓ （封'.,1 t y , E'1巧 ，； ＇：：ッ 巴d the ijancでar心

し•Jen t: t~', ome by t 丑X J. n

Dael u,謬冗i t ,ご, slee 巨 ］．9勺 ふn enclo 巳 ，—ir t2 0~「' t:he f和こ中心

冷' (ョr·三•\r一 ↓ け E， i·―: i r: t i.l 伍· h1 i l 叫€L: W 巳a t tl", t. . I- i E• IT ビ 町文i t h 巴1予芦；t g a t こ·.

仁 よ ）． （＿芥9 己 巴 ］ 1.一•-9E [j t: l i ， 竺· L I:i を ，， E，rぷr•し 」． さa,•9,-'1 c巴 口 町'"紅9 ［J 声： ： 一

9 9 卜J t•9 ；竺r•'€~~ ぉ t :―i 巴 仁‘ に'•r

8 i..



I bold my story, with abject apologies. He agreed

that the other car was in the wrarg and he was glad that

io-one was hurt. The car was insured, and fully repaired

within a week. I was allowed ta use it agair three days

after it returned, but this accident made me doubly

careful.

Ir the early part of 1931 I completed 4 moths

training at 5CL transmitter. Sae cf the wok of

improving the equipment had be be done at right after the

transmitter had closed down. Irr ore week I worked fr

l1pm to 7am each night. This made attendance at lectures

very difficult and I could not have carried on without

the use cf dad"s car. I slept at home for a few hours

fro Sam, ther went to mornirg cr afternoon and evening

lectures and dee back te the transmitter by 11pm,

The static also closed dowr from 5pm till the

evening sessi began. There were no safety switches c

the d~rs ef the steel-mesh cages enclosing the

transmitter equipment. In the high tension rectifier cage

there were air-dielectric smoothing cardersers which were

covered by silk shields to keep insects away, Despite

this, sometimes a moth would crawl under these covers and

get across the condenser plates - resulting in

discharge of electricity through the moth with a loud

bani, burning a hole in the silk cover. One afternoc I

vas shewing same visitors round the static. I heard the

ananement "5EL. felaide, row wlosirig iowr" at the erd



of the afterYIC99:m sess ion, amd i opemed the ch:99こ,r of the

rect i f ier cage to sho vi them tl7e e f fect o -f t 「造 「9芦tn

d i schar、 ge塁 ， I uo inted t: ,こ, th 巳 hole巳 1 r•I the ご・ i 1 k, when ·← ―

C R ト_•l C K'~

白 巳 口a叫 ' 1 um 亡＇ ，~ cJ ・「r~orn t.he c~ 亡,nder, s,・or• t. ,こ, hlv,:99-t t st r•et ch 巳{:I

•F 1 れ 口 をr•" こ,nd amothe ·， •-. fr9□m my h 1 mdo uart er芦 t, ,こ, the , : : 、 pened

m巴 t e\ l cioor beh i •r,[.I me,. Th巴v is i tors dre i,; back in al arm

and t i1e sem l 叩·· mechar, ic ， こず9 ci , - , tY, great i y concer可冦辺 ， led

rne t ,:, 2, ch 丞l t‘ 口 ,.. i •， 巴re wa巳 己01-m [Jent sr,1ell i i·, the a1,•一

rather 1 i ke ·,•,::,asst 口9ご咋． 、 ド． ！ The V l S l t こ,,~s le f t hurr i ,:edl y . I

had a 如rr, on rny f inger and a neat i/8" d i.arneter hole

区g ..r心d t19芦叫 如 the sseat こ, f r,w tr仁, ,ー しser芦 and rn y, h l ロ ーoc心ket .

l found a c、o•9守｀ 年3 口Ond 1 m 口DLirm em my r-umo. Fort,-mat e l y t he?

ゃEct 1 f1er I7ao ヒ心 巴n sw i tcr•逗0 ,こi f fs and w i-,at :[ .re口 巴 i ved w,ヨ 日

rnerelv the は icsこ o f the こ ｛込 「·,ci 丘 ァ ー t,ut the 、990 ]. t a ge

囚 ；誌1 1, m:)(:.9v 己nd I 松.new how th,辱 巴r ，叩 ths r,«年t r,ave fel t .

い 四 le旬 ·'Y, •石•~'c,m ex 口E和 l ⇔r心e. T ャ， 塁t taum辻． me ぷ i 巴ssmr,

t i1c1 t J.aste rJ t i-,r,c,ur:,I•，out my carteerm

In May I じ €~ 旦an t 疇 i.n 1.r · , g at 叩L 翫．9m i. os. t. n ビn locat 匂

1 m vJ虚 t had 函逗n a C,=,men•、e gat 1,:ma i [:n urc• t·， 1. r, 1-i l ·，r,dr，註9 で 名 i•，

Sc! uare 1 n the C l. t. Y ｀ 口 ’＂ll t e c l. ose to t he un1 ver巳l t y ,： ●9r•9

N,:,rth T ヒ•rrace. I 囚as at tend ir·, g 巴ven ing c l.asses ・L \r,

F. 1 t t 1 匹and 了 i-tr~\~9.l r9 C.1 at t he Sc•r， 吃9 ： l of M 1 r·ぼ 9らad.J cmemt t o

th巳Um l ve咋l t y , f こ了 如1 にh i t w琴l芦 虚 琴 恥y t ,:, W己ar o l d

に· J.oJ;h in こ ！ るr,o a bc l l 匂~su •l t . I 西 弓 口 iv匂＇，PErm l S巴 ：l,ご9m t o

にl哀咋913e i rt ,:, t l7 1 S 臣琴迂at the 疇 ぷ」1 亡 ：ぷ ＂ c寸1 cIー， 囚 琴・ ヤ＇ 匂ヘ·，‘

CO9~l~パ立1 i. e9mt . 9t t: h巴St ucl i C心 ．I ril£i [̂ ．！ 巴 亡 立9nt aL:t wl t h r• 印．i l,コ

8午



art ists that I had heard ",:,ver the a ir" t,ut nEc'ver see,, 1 も

the flesh - also the two most popular announcers. Be,·、 し

妙："コ J ey ふnd Jack Norr is. I was al lowed tc, set-up ふ,.,d

9:13巴r• 、ate 伍口u i 口rner,t for rad ic, outs ide broadcasts from the

Tov、Im i-i ど9 l l and the [;or,seゃvatc9F~L urtl, Wh lch was a qreat

thゃ•1. :t }. becaLぽ逢, th is was "she叩 bus iY屯逗s".

S ince 1 う こ 弓 the Labor Part y had gove四P,ed 和丘.tral1a

ur心 巳r• F・r ir,1e M in ister John Scull iY, in the face o i'

1 Y!c:reas]. n g 忍jvers i t y . The 口r ices o f .iheat and ゅ："コl had

ぃl. umr,•1et． 巳d ＂ Ge,ver·nmemt L· 仁,ans t心ra ise rnonev had fa i le'd 吋

,emd u•I'ぼ 叩l oym竺n t had r isen d⑮f1国t icall y . In the P.M.G' 缶

Departrnent o国rnamemt st af•F ret i r i ng u巳re r心t l•一． 巴ol c,c巳ci ar心

恥; June 1 琴1 a 11 t 早chn ical t ゃa in:in g had c心ased..,JI-ml or

rnechan j.c竺wer,ョ trt:'r•9 五fer 七． ，ご, pos i t ion s, ，こ． ， •f 巨 ＇ ご,,strn已m e，mci

Cadet Eng i Y,eers,,ere 口laced on cler ical wo,寸,_ . Don

Eurnar ci anci l C~emS 1 ciereci ourse l v巳s luckv to h 匹パぅ b巳En

0po,●□, in•い琴i 忘s Cade七S iY, 1 g3り ・—. the i•土 囚句至r99□9 [91叩逗Cadet

E9[3 口o j.mtrn9⇒nts,日mt i 1 1 '337. Al though we "'ere tran <e. ferred to

c J. 巳r•'1 C迅l 口0S i t l oms り1 th a 2 i:)aIu ;•ヽ 巳d,_9ct 1 0m l m ，salary we E, t

.l east had }obs at a.t lme,ihe百rnamy mem 祖咋·e h恥'].rm to

sub笠1 st om ;·,at l C9Yl COLU]0m巴W 1 th no orcE3L·， 巳ct ,こ, f e9)c:,b.

Unernpl 亡9ymemt rose to 3Cl o/; of th巴wor••K. fo心 ピ’ " Dad's 芦alary

囚as reduced al 三コ ．

Wh巳 ,-, I 囚as trar,sfer.,1ed t o c l er l ca i vJ 仁9 でk in June, my

愛｛ 叫担th国1 に- bo琴 戸ぽ叫、□'Grad y veゃy gene)バ応ぽl y a)べ応anged

、For~ t h 1 巴 t o t akE t he forWI o f fau l t - ~mo ,?. t trはコ ―I\

―lE窪ぷ D t竺 巴I—: 1 n c臼n·ピ． ヤ••·a l． ピ·4 に·r,2「心e l:•―l t. r店'h 巳 ビ"ヽ ロ f. ,.: Ite c l t v.
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This meant that at times when the work was slack I could

study the relevant circuits and maintenance manuals and

learn much about the carrier trunk-line equipmert which

was marvellous. I was helped considerably by Alf Johns,

wha was in charge cf the Test Desk, and his staff - Fred

Cellier, Tom Hemry, Ron Nicol and Gilbert Godden.

The fault-recoding at the Trunk Test Desk sometimes

showed some interesting results. Shat circuits, on

per-wire aerial lines, were often produced by magpies.

These birds collected odd lengths of wire left by

f armers constructing past-and-wire fences, and used them

ta build nests at transposition poles where the lines

crossed over between double sets of insulators. The test

equipment at the Trunk Desk could locate such short

circuits by measurirg the reflection time cf a test

signal. One Saturday morning such a magpie nest was

cleared by a linesman at 9.50am. Rt 11.40am it was bark

again at the same spot. agpies are nothing if mot

persistent as I knew fraw my childhood.

linesmen busy,

They kept

It was ceded that Erd and 3rd year Cadet

Engineers transferred ta clerical duties could take time-

ff to attend university lectures provided the time was

made up ir appropriate hours,

but it made life rather hectic.

This was a great relief,

Although some lectures

ad practical weak were at right many cold oly be taker

in daytime, and we had departmeral lectures ir



Telephoy, Telegraphy and Radio in the evening as well.

I continued bo use the 5EL Studios fo changing my

clodhes for evening Fitting and Turning. The transfers

fro Cadet Engineer bo Clerk were officially gazetted in

Augusi and the positions of Cadet Engineer officially

abolished in October. Cur future looked anything but

Despite those stringent measures my social life and

that cf my friends continued very much as befce, but

l imibed to weekends. ur pleasures were simple ad

rxpensive and we were rob downhearted.

Dad had purchased an acoustic gramophone which

raided us with many hours ef musical enjoymert. Thi=

was somewhat more sophisticated than the one my lrcle

Charlie had after World War I, but it still used 78 rpm

records reproduced hy a steel or fibre needle, and

required frequent winding cf the spring motor. The

recode had a playing time cf oly about 4 minutes om

each side - which was sufficient for a popular sag, but

orchestral or operatic recordings were likely ta require

several discs and the turning-over and changing of these

introduced irritating breaks in the continuity cf the

muss ic, Further, if the spring motor was rt rewound at

suitable intervals the loss of speed and accompanyir

"dying" of the music was painful to the ear,



ク`
し

C
乙

an人
恥th dadL_I bough t records whe,, we cc,uld a f ford them

- usuall y at four sh ill i. ,, gs each. By mode,可r, standards

the,-、e product ion was poor and scratchy , but i t 1.s

r、emarkable how,:,ne could learn to,へeject the unvianted

backgr c. 1.md no ise and concer,trate on the rnus ic issu in g

frorn tha t wooden horn.

At the AUDC ever, ir, gs at the Refectory the g ir ］． 笠wor已

lor,g even in g d 臼琴早琴~ 恥d 七he boys wore d inner su i ts.

They were alway竺． ＂ pro g ,、arnrne" dances. The p-,、ogr.arnrne o f lC)

or、12 dances, com pr is in g fox trots, blues and wal tzes, was;

pr iY,ted on cards w i th s paces fo,、,,-,ames. The boys began

the even in g by a pproach in g the g irls they w ished t心dance

w i th, and all f illed the ir cards w i th the nar,1es c, f the

part,·,ers 囚ho agreed t ,:, dance w i th thern. I f you spot ted

an unknown g irl you would l ike to dance w i th y ,こtl_t had tc,

move qu ickl y - f irst to obta in an i.r,trc,duct ion to her ancl

then to ga i ,,., her acce pt anee, i f shE· had any day,ces 1 e ft

free on her prograrnrne. Th巳 pret t i 巴s t g irls emre always

fu 11 y booked be fore danc in g began. The g ,、eatest 1 れ 竺ul t

you could g ive a g irl was to fa il to presen t yoursel f for

a dar,ce you had booked e1 i th her. 丁h l s somet ime巳ha ppemed

when a boy found a·c,other more at tract ive partr,er, but

that was the act o f a cad and no t'.eas il y fo,へ g•lven.

Mus ic was prov ided by a srna11,ご9-,、chestra, but in

th,:, そe days there oias n,:, e 1 ect 和:,n i c arn p l i f i cat i,:,r, used aY,d

the mus ic 囚as no louder tha·c, necessary for danc iY, g -

wh ich rneaY,t that y仁心9 に 、二,ul 口 em,_i oy c•9二9 ir, 、でヨrE5 己t 1,二•n w i th y ,:;"-"



partner as you da i·,ced, as wel 1 as between dances ,~r註ザ9

cor,·-1ersat ior, was l ivel y w i th in groupcs. I t was ar,

excellent way for young people to rneet one another.

u,山 口art .i. 巴 竺 ぶ :: thoc0,e d 示nee竺． t．) 笠 C.、arne gret t y star99ja ·，-.d.

●(n a口d 3. t: 1 0m t o F中）V＇l. 1 W1 1 :I. 1 ams a·nd 、::' ’-t9―・ ロ9-.ea·t fr•ミL E:nd s EI9~luご~e

and L.,ご9 t--ma uoolC仁9ck ther已we,re usuallv Cuth Bamrnann and．
be,ren1 こ~e Ba iley , M i g gs (W. ら ． ）Chca i::,rnan,snd J ill (kath)

L uにv', Jack. L i_しcy and 卜1a·y‘ ,·ビ]0k.e, Dor, •£{,-[9~mar9ci a·nd l)00y,e

(Lorna} Mengerson, and Rol fe Boehm and R i ta Porter -

couples dest ined to becorne man and り i fe in lat 巳r years 鯵

We had a w,ご,ndeゃful t irne ぶnd r,1ad巳rnar,y Yぽ~w fr iends 口

t 百 t 17r•,ee 、パear宝 i t was ，→恒9。国1 for vr3LIm[! n i r l s i lr,

99 SOC1 巳tY' to make t i—,e1r ＂ 口ebut " , and be pr• 巴でaented to s,ご99ile

i， 口七 ふbl e person at a '~c ba ]· 1 ". T t••，e annual

Un i ·“町文： 1 t. v Ba i l at •the ke f でct orv 囚as ,:,nee 匂．lcm 、こ9ccas i 仁ヽr,"

,w,d i ·,, Jul;,、 1931 the de炉＿心 ふ 四 七 ⇔ 写 凶 ⇔ 戸 口 ［咋注珪,e,·, t ed t 、二9 七 i-, 巳

State G口ve,寸1or, S ir /011 巳xancler f-如r已•-R1」thV'en. The 49

d e t)utamt e四 i 百c l udecI Roma i91 ]. t che l l " >」1-IO eve ·，r,t ua ]• ●l y becar,•19左‘

flt ate Governo,、herse.l f . and mamy of,:n-lr c:•1 rc l E of

fr iends. The g i ,.、1 をs t ook qreat pF~ l de 1 n thE 1.,、ball

dress巳s, and the ir partners had to,,ear aca cJern ic gowns

OVEで the i r eve9"l i n g d ·，~ess. 1. was ver~y oroud t o part mEr t he

beaut i ful JC応1 l i 缶W i 1 l i ar,1•~ .smd be,,-和叫e口an aca cJ細1 1 c· govm

fr ，二9 り1 Co :I :lm riood 1e wh こ，wa.s a re,s ident student at St Mark's

じol.i e[)e wh ich formed part ,二, f the l_In ivers i t y . I t w迅s a

marvellous eve ャ·, in;』 ,., i t i万 ふ sum 、 t ， ーし9ご9 L匿 ~u pp的- - ー「 卜9 E [1 ]~ tへl 已

all loc, f<.ecl rav1sr11n g an□ t t1E carE'1―ul l y rel•,E9e·，rsecj

5 ぅ



procedure, with curtseys and bas, provided an impressive

spectacle.

Ey this time I was taking Phyll out pretty regularly

- ta theatres, cinemas, dances, bridge parties and

picnics with our circle of friends. de enjoyed each

dbher's company but I suffered the pangs cf intense

jealousy when she went gut with ether boys, as she

sometimes did hecause she was very much ir demand. The

bridge parties were really an excuse for ycung people ta

get together, ad conversatis and supper were the mast

impotant ingredient of a happy evenirg. Visits to the

theatre and cinemas cost little in those days with seais

ir the theatre gallery c cinema back stall=, It Was

wonderful to be able to indulge my love of music and the

theatre at my cr expense, and ta share it with friends.

Ever sin I First 5aw Phy11 back iri 1589 I had

loriged bc see her with that lovely golder hair 1Ice.td

arc! f laing free. IY August 1931, drivim bare fr°c the

church social club ge evenirg I had my reward. She let

me take the pirs cut and see that magnificent cascade cf

olden waves surging down her back. That was the first

cf many such experiences and I took same marvellus

phdas when we went fa weekend picric drives to cu

favcite spots at Brownhill Creek and Waterfall Gully.

Ehy1l with her hair down was a sight to marvel at.



Phyll and rny s iste,、Marjor ie had both lef t P.G.C. to

,_mdert ake courses i r, art . Phy 11 t ゃeated art as a hobby ,

but Marjor ie a imed at a career as a profess io Y-,al 恥t ist

and hoped to clo book illustrat ion.

恥yll went to the School ，コ f F i r,e 翫丘 ，＿mder F.

M il l;J盆d Grey in Tynt e Street , N,:、rth Adela ide, w i th her

fr iends LorY,a Woolcock and May Voke. Phyll excelled ir,

p 仁9ster vが二9 「-.k ar,d Lorna ir, ch ir,a pa int ir, g . They held solo

and jo ir,t exh ib i t ic,r,s a t var ious t imes in a room in the

c i. t y .

Mar.jc9 ゃ ie wer, t to the South Aus七r.a l i am sch,:901,:,•F Frt 巴

2,nd Cra fts in the c i t y . She had g ,·、eat taler, t fc,r drav1 in9

and pa int in g a,..,d t 仁,ok part i.n the ir amateur dramat ic

戸r ，こ,duct i こ9,..,s. oJe had now reached the sta ge when we could

enjoy eac~, other's cornpany --,:,ur tastes viere al ike and vie

had the ら．ame sense,3 f humo i-l tヽ しJe both enjoyed G i 1 bert

and Sull ivan ar,d together followed the sc咋へ •i p t wher,

1 i <s-ten in g to b和こ'adcast -r一 巴(90rd 1 ngs o f tl1 を operas. I ,,as

proud to esscort rny s i st 匂ー toa d苛,ce or a concert , and 囚e

9ご, f te,.-, shared out ings w i th our、 f ゃ ：iends I、1oll ie R,コberts ar,d

John Thompson.

1,-Je played te r-,Y, i 巳 ，口 百 ，こ,ur ha,、d-c,:,urt , wh ich I ャ万二，l led

叙心K.e p t 凶eecl-free, and I played gol f w i th John and otheY

•Fパ :_ends ，二,n the North Ad 巴la ide publ ic cou芦e cr the loca).

恥翠mmont e ，二9rnmem -• 囚h ich >ias chea per. My sport in g ab il i t y

ヤ1as p,:,c,,-, bu t I had ·fun.

~ ｀.,



q 二

ふ：，hr,, be i r-, g a Br i t ish c i t ize r-, , had appl ied to jo in

the R.A.F. tra ir, i r-, g coll 己 旦e a七 Cra r-,we 11, Er,g 1 ar,d. He was

accepted and set 巳a il fm-、h is homeland in November. i,Je

gave h irn a fa t、ewell d ir,)·,r at the Southerr, Cross Hotel,

fol lowed by a n i gh t at the Regent Theatre. I was y·,ot t 、コ

see J 仁,hn aga in f'or many year逗 ．

To v,ards the end o f 1931 a ray o f ho pe a ppeared at

the eY,d o f the De pt、ess ion tunnel, when th巴Comrnomweal th

Goverr,men t annc".げ,ced the er、eat ion o f a number o f "Fr-·ee

Places" a t un ivers i t ies. Don Bur Y-,ard a Y-,d I both a ppl ied

for these, and wer巳 i ,,t erv i ewed on November 4th, t o get h 巳r

w i th s ix other Adela ide aし p pl icants, by a Select ion Board.

I t was a rather terr i fy in g :interv iew, all the worse

because i t took place in the m iddle o f our f ir,al exarns

for、 the year. F ive,,eeks later I was del i ghted to learn

that I would be granted a fr巳 巴 ， ＿m ivers i t y place from thE•

be g inn ing ,ご, f 193己 ．Th is rneant that the Cor,mionweal th

would pa y rny fees; and allow me more t ime-o ff for lectures;

thar, had be曰n the case as a Cadet - subject to

sat isfactory per f こ叶TIlamee - wl th th巳 o pportun i t y to f in ish

an En g ineer in g Degree course earl ier. Dad had to prov ide

f inanc ial suゃ 巳t y to cover the course, under、 a Deed of

（こover,ant , and I ,1as requ ired to cor,t ir,ue ir, the Serv ice

for flve yea 「'S a fter i ts cornplet ion,

My 1931 Un ive,へ s: i t y exarn r巳sul t e; eiere onl y fa ir. I

Iこ） 臼 芦乞ed in 七I1r•EE3 忠 し1b.J 巴C iノ 三~ bLI•l, had 七 ， ご9 F~EF~ にat a m こ p f ヽニ9)~



Survey i Y-, g and lectures for Ph ys ics II I. Fortcmatel y

these were the or,l y re peats I had to do in the whole o f

rny 1.m i vers i t y career. They were the resu 1 t ,:, f t ,:, c, rnuch

work. p·,,esSl_tr-.e ancl too much sel f - i i·,clul gence. I resolved

to work. har,der-. than ever ir, 1932. Col in Ke,へr G t、ar,t.

cornpleted h is B.Sc. aY,d Bob M亡心d ie h is LLB i ;·, 1 '33 1.

In the Federal Elect ions that Decembe,、 the harassed

Labor Gove,沼men t was defeated by the r,ewl y formed Un i ted

臼ustral ia Paゃ 七 y 1 ed by Joe Lyons, who cont i r,ued as P,へ ime

M in ister cmt i 1 h 巳d ied in o f f ice i >", Apr il 1939.

I spent Chr istmas in h ，コs p i tal, under go in g 21 rn ir, ，： 叶’

na巳al oper、at ion - the best place I could be in dur in g the

emrst heat ,iave s ir,ce 1872, w i th Adela ide tern pe,へatures

over• 1 C)(：炉'F for 8 cor,secut ive days and even r is in g to

11Lf . 5oF, the hot tes t fur、71 y巳年逗 ． I carnE horn巳 t 心 a

coo 1 chan ge.

Ir, January 193已I t ，ご,ok rny ar,nua 1 1 eave and v,ent ，ご9lr,

"The Gu lf . Tr i p " , a s ix day cゃLt1 9るe fr•om F9,:,rt Fldela ide u p

S pencer Gul f and back ir, the Motor 1/esse l. "Moonta" - a

srnall but beaut i full y f i t ted c,、u ise sh i p dr iven by a

1400H. P. d iese l. Our f irst port o f cal 1 was Por t L i,.-,coln,

,,., 巴ar the t i p o f Eyre Pen insula - a townsh i p surrounded by

low-l y in g treed h ills, ove,、1,二"二,k in g a beaut i ful harbour,

rather l ike a rn i·n iature Sydney Harbour, shel ten21j by c,n

islay,d ernb,、aced by the heads. Theゃe were thr·ee.Jet t ie ,s. ,

nee巴 巳 乞ary f,c,,•、 the 巳x tens ive f i 可·， :t m g a c.t i v i 七1 曰s. I s丞w

, ·) 'シ，
｀~ヽ
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Col i Y-1 Kerr GraY,t , hol iday in g there w i th h is mother and

br,:,ther.

We sa iled u p the Gul f tc、Ftn~t F勺wheゃe the Broken

H i 11 Austra 1 i an E,rne 1 t in g Co. pro （ごessed 1 ead-bear i n g 01可ヨ

brough t 1 80 m i l 巴S t•,y ra l l frorn Brok.En H i l. 1 .j ust acros氾三．

the New South Wales border. I inspected the blast

furnaces, the gantry c) ・·anes or, the wharf , and the purnp i l", g

stat io r-, and was sta,、tled to hear the sh i p's s i r,ヨFI

s i gY,a 11 i n g her depart ,―じre. I ran down t c, the wharf tc、

f i,-,d the sh i p sw in g in g ro•.md w i th al 1 gangways w i thdrawn.

The steゃn was close to the whar f and I mana ged to

scramble o r-, board over the sh i p's ra i 1 i r,g . Mak in g rny way

u p the compamlomway tc' .j01m the pa巴 巴engers wavln g

farewel 1 to fr iends o,□9 sho ）＾ 臼 ，I heard 01•,e w,:,rnan say "D id

you see that man nearl y m iss the boat つ~'I reso 1 ved,-, c, t

to cut th ings so f inel y i r-, the future.

We cal led at r-も ゃt Au gusta at the to p of the Gul f - a

rather qu iet un interest in g to因 れ w i th tl7e w ide, p巴r fectl y

stra i gh t , ma i l', street so t y p ical of rna l',y Austral ian

c,コuntry towns. I loo k.eel in at the P. M. G. Repeater

Sta t ion, f irst hop in th巳1 600 m i le trumk. l ime route fr'orn

Adela ide to Pe印I had o ften spoke l', to the staff fro 「Il

th巳Adela ide Trunk Test Desk.

Th 巳·n down the Gul f t 口F~'ご,r t Hu ghes ，コn the "knee" o f

the le g shaped Yorke I= ’ 巳n insula, wh旬屯 因e took a 30 m i l e

t凡1 四 t ·,•· i p 七 ，二、 「1,c.,c,nt ふ ， l,Jc, 11 句•9,::99：こ9 ，al;•,d Ka ci in年 凸rn 亡,st peなul ia,·•.



vehicle - the body of an old horse-drawn tram jacked up

o the bray cf a Chevrolet truck. Kadina was the best

laking, cleanest, country bowr I had seen and the copper

mines at ~aorta were staffed by typical fish-born

miners with goatee beards.

{here were evening dances on the ship and deck races

with wooden horsem. The weather was perfect and a school

of dolphins swam beside, turning graceful somersaults ir

uric, ble returned home ta anther heat wave - 4« days

over 10QcE rising to 1iooF, then 3 cool days followed by

more over 100E,

February,

le had rain at last an the 4th cf

That summer we task delivery cf our first ice-chest.

Domestic refrigerators were unknown. Ice blocks about 1o

inches square and 18 inches long were delivered regularly

and placed in a metal compartment under the tep lid,

Foodstuffs were kept in an insulated compartment behind a

lower do. The main problem was making sure that the

bottom drip tray, fed through a rubber tube by the

melting ice, was emptied before it overflowed. De

overflowing accident was enough! Dad bored a hole in the

floor and comected it to an erflcw pipe at the bop cf

the drip-tray. The ice chest was a blessing in that heat

wave and the hat summers ta come,

With a repeat of physics III lectures I was again

doing five subjects in 193£, but with the "free Place'



毀

the cond i t ior,s 囚ere less st r i r, ge;-, t and I had 11 hou,、s a

week. o f f f· ，ごヽr day lectures.

A l. thou gh st ill class i f ied a竺. a clerk, I was moved to

the Transrn iss io1-, Sect ion under the watchFul 的'e o f F⑮叫．

O'Grady . He was a br ill iantl y pro g,-.ess ive en g ir,eeゃwho

played a key role in ir,t ゃoduc i·r, g c.,,,可 tele phor,e

systems on trur,k-1 ir,e routes, and I c中,e h i rn a great debt

o f grat i tude for h i.s tmderstand iY, g and sympathet ic

gu ida .r9Ce. The wm咋．he gav巳r,1e included frへequeY9cy

re5por,se rneasur、em巳 百ts, equ i pr,,e,,., t w ir iY, g , c i t-.cu i t draw ir,g

and assembl y o f ex per irner,tal c ircu i ts. Th is 囚as d iv i.ded

betweeY, the ta,nsrn iss ion labora to1•へy in the G. P. 0.

bu ild in g , and tr1e stud ios and tr c.rnsrn i t ter o f 5CL. They

were then prepar ing for the o pen in g o f 5C!<, the F irst

South Austral iar, reg ional tran巳rn i t ter a t Crystal Bro,コk.

The I」n i ve,へs i t y he ld a Sa t ,ーけ C21 ゃn•tva l , 、ご9F~e·,-, to the

publ ic, i,,.,May l.93こ： ．I had the job o f or gam is i ,, g the

cc,ntr ibut io i--, frorn the Eng i ,,., 巳 巳r i.r , g Facul． 七 y wh ich took the

•For可WI Crr a rnock. museum i m t he draw im g o f f l に:e. Th 巴re were

25 exh ib i ts prepared by studer,tcs - each o,·,e a r ibald

thr·ust at some t:0pl Cal sub.J 任ct. Th is wa巴rny •F i r•st publ ic

a t tem p t at a "show bu ,e. iness" act iv i t y and i t was a great

success. I vias tc,ld that Pro fessor t<err Grant,,as h i ghl y

amused.

At the e Y-,d o f a,,,コrk in g day rn ふ1·,y youn g peo ple

C 己 匹gre gated a七 •th巴 " E乍屯h •i 、9~ 巴 で．9ごtr-m句••、 " ←•- the ·,-, c,ゃ 七h -e直 缶t

:r J P→~~ /
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corner of Rundle ar,d K i ,-, g W ill iam Streets, and a

c函IV恥ie,,-,t spot for the,,-,ecesary e><char,ge between maY,y

tram routes. The pavement v1as w ide ancl shel tered by the

shop verandahs o f Ha i gh's Chocolates, Be心 ><.seller F.W.

Preece a,,-,d the R i tz Co ffee Bar. At a t,out 5. 改1 p . n1. you

could be sure c, f see i ,,-, g some o f your fr iends there aY,d

iF,dul g i ,-, g i ,,-, small talk. May Voke 甲nd Phyl 1 had to
•

cha;--,ge trams the,、e or, the i ,、way home ft` 'ご,r,1 N,:,rth Adela ide

art classes - wh ich was a good ャ~eas e, ,,- , for Jack Lucy a l'",d

mysel f to grav i tate ther、e a fter W9:,rk., arld we al 囚ays

seemed to make c,:,,,-,tact . "Beeh ive Corner" i,1as a go,コd

mame.

W i th Jack Lucy I jo ined a weekl y gynm迅s jm,1 clas笠

held by Cla,_,de Bennet t in Tw in St 臼ョet in the c i t y . We

had both done " g yrn" ur,dE, ャ-.Claude at Sa iY,ts, but now we

d id i t because we wanted to, not because 囚e had to. The

gymnas ium was well equ i p ped and other old Sa ir心s b亡,ys ir,

the class were Bruce wool 亡ock, J irn Muecke ay,d AY1d,可ヨW

13u i,,-,ar,d.

Mother gave rne a rnarvellous br id ge part y on my 21 竺．t

b irthday a t horne鯰I took the pluれge, and pu t on a

｛ごon .jur in g d isplay vih ich was wel 1 rece ived and resul ted ir,

inv i tat ions to perform'勺 ic" a t three other part ies

dur in g the year. Th is rneant develo p ir, g nee, tr icks, for

凶h ich I made the equ i pment and wrote the pat t 巳r, w i th

some in.ject ion c「F h,_lmC99~tr~ ・ ~Jh i J. e the purpose c, f the

i哀心 ・ヒ 己r wこ 三 七o d iv巳r t the at tent ion o f th 巴 a,-\d l 巴lー， t二~e d,←,.,-..1 r9EJ
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sle i gh t o f hand o perat i 虚,s, i t gave me a thr ill tc, f ine! I

could make an aud ie r-,ce lau gh. Certa inl y my aud iences

we匹e ca pt ive a r-,d composed ma inly o f sym pathet ic fr iends,

but r,ot h :i n g does me叶~e to establ ish rap port betwee,·, a

per former and h i.s aud ie r-,ce than a wel 1 匹ece ived ga g .

Noth in g irr i ta t 巳 迅 me more, ,,-,oo,adays, than the "canned"

lau gh ter injected into telev is ion comed ies - turned on

and o f f too frequentl y by an aud io o peゃator at the behes t

o f a d i 四actor who th i 叫逗 " th i ,a. is the s pot for a lau gh".

La四hter should be spontaneous and deserved, not turr,ed

9こ, ,,., and o f f l ike a ta p releas in g unrelated gu·f faws.

I rece ived a touch in g let ter,:, f b irthday w i,,,hes ar,d

白rICom·立a gement fr•へ 仁9hl rny old Headrnasterへ ， ho p in g to 琴逗 rne l m

口ld Boys りeek ir, Jul y . He le f t Sa ints in the f c,11,：心 in g

May to bee己me Headril 釦ste ャ· o f Felsted School in Es巳ex, near

Chelrn名 ford. Felst ⇔d had b巳 巳c, founded in 15も4. K. J . F.

B1ck.er三 七e七h had been Head c, f Sa ints fo,-• 1 I+ 1,·ears. He wa 竺

g iven a warrn farc•well by the Old Colle g ians Asesoc ia t ion.

Lect ,_t9•-·es and"'亡,rk le ft l i t tle t ime for一．hobb ies ir,

th巳se ye紅s, but vihen dacl purcha雨ed our f irst arnpl i f i 巴cl

rad i. o r巳ce iver, a 5 、,alve AWA Rad iola mante l. r,wclel shaped

rather l ike a pre gr,ant tornbs t one, I connected a,·,

add i t i,:,r,al leぶd t 亡, j_ t from our ou.t s ide aer ial ancl a·r,

ir,put lead fr,:,rn an electY~'こ,-magne t ic p i ck-←u p w~, i ch I

1 r逗［ ふlled in 、こdぶ＾ grarnoph,:,,-,e t o g e:t h e-r-. VJ l t h a sy心 恥mous

78r,prn rnotor9-d•,.、 iven turntc,ble. Th i 竺enabled us to e,.-, j ,:. y

c,:,ns i t'.ierabl y irnprc,v巴ci rで2 procl uct i ,=, -,-, frorn,ごl grarnoph09ー， 巳



咋?cords, w i th a release fror,1 the t yra1w,y 'ゴI' the hand­

凶ound s.pr i ng-dr iv巳r, moto,、

日 ，こ叫ever, I r• 巴t a l med a c9\Yst a l set. J. 9r9 9tly o巳droom F9ご,r

late n j_~1h t l ister, ir, g . I had bu il t a new 琴et w i th

辱印 i abl P cc,ncie祖逗r· t mln 1 r•9 月 囚h ich was, ne戸琴琴炉Y~ t,::9 声． 巴 応9Eu•,at 茫

国,DN frc,r,1 the n的C:omme心 i a 1 stat i o;--, 詞0,こ, c,ened i 百 白 t~, gust

1 琴応 J. made mysel f a set ,:, f b亡9okshe lve巳wh l吋9 se応‘ e:,d 琴

点 臼琴r S i其芥）0rt forへa draw). ng l3 （：屯炉d that こ9 ， こ,uld bE'r~'ご99_tmt ed

譴） 口ve the ta臼le ,_ , 巳 巴d for study i 百 rny じedゃc'om" so that ;

匹 口u l d make my e叩J i紅翠咋 in g dゃ 釦叫rIl詐s a t hor,1e0.

The Salvador Dance じ1 ub, fo臼碑d in :l 93ら f j .,,.ia l l v

folded i i·, 1932 ぶ 凸s a paゃt i Y: g n l ft " t h巴e; l ub dC訂,ated a

t-,andsor浪•? pa l r ，コ f 炉沿逗 巳 cancI l e5t 1 に1迂・ 三 t O S•t ［ふwl ouゃ's

Cl·,urch f' 心r•、 th巳a i t ar~ -「 国琴 歪rE ded i9こ．a t 巳d lm ふil Y,

山起 口1 t ビ 仁,b j 匂ct l ons f 『0m some,こ·9.l lierべ ロ ぷr l S』h 1,:me.rべこ 吋l9ご9

th叫っht 囚 白 囚 匂 r,1叫,. ir,9 S七SぶV ;L,;:99立 四 七oo' i ·，1 叫） c i—i m•~c i- ~, " ぶ

,Ji. th al 1 f ive subj 已 こt 巳 C. 1 earEd 1 m i 勺 ふ9." :[ e•r•9r立9 l l eLi

f 仁,r f ょ ye rn口re i ,, 1 弓33. S id J 仁, y, 巳 已 and JacI•9. W i· ·， i te

completed the ir tra ir, ing a竺．Ca年•t s ar,ci 畑 西l•9.e 切a p p y to

ろ 白 巴 Fre巴 Places g ,、antecl t ， こ•, Doy, Eい―'rna t~d ~ h1a l {?olm 「もコ ロer 庄．

ar,el B i l l. Ho囚e. Th i 己 三eeme己 to ind icate that the

らかIerヽmrtlCmt vむ謬 relax ing t i-,e ec口r•mmy meaS し,rr琴 t ·， ・ ヘl 目1芸I•'Ed [)','

t 灼E E汁·Eeat DEOreSS 1 0百 ー ヒ, ,ぶt v~王 いれヨre st ill cleゃks!

段ec•,;;,veゃy fr•9こ:,m tr,e De p•r澄年1 0n wa 巳 g ,:t 1 n g t 口 訊e a slc,w

亡9 ヤ―~9こ ：9 仁 臼 笠 玉 ．

臼


