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CHAFRTER THREE

Studies in Depression

a panel of sgnior officers 1w the

L. BTs Department intevvidwed thogs aoplicants for

.. 3. Ladetships who hao passsd the Leaving Examinat ion

Rpplzocantes were azsked o rivp any DEeDRTS Wiicrn

might be relevant to the positions.

I Yook alonp & book of drawings, made over bthe last

few wears, o thinpgs 1 had comstructed 1n my hobby work -

1

such as fitbings For my model railway. I had alwavs baen
Fomngd of drawing, snd these examplies includesd Tully
dimernsioned oleans and erevalbions. The pangpl seemed guite
agnthnusiastic agout them, argd I left the irterview Tull af
POpe.

The Enpineering Degrees cowrss comprised fours years
of study. emizracing &4 subject units, with a rvequirement

Foor 18 months practical word experience hefore taking the

geogres. Ln bhhe First vear there were six subjects.

There was ne indicetion as to whern appointments of
PLpl. 5. Cadet Engiosers would be made., butr I knew that if
I succesded ivn chitainivo a cadeitehip my hours Tor
attendance &b university lectures would be fimited. it
woulo have beswn umwise o oomnence the full complement of
Fir%t“yeaw s iects ang thern to e foroced to dyop some,

part way throunn thne yvesr. in bthe event of my abtaining a

C~.



cadetship. Therefore I errolled for thyree major subjects
orly in 1989 - a relatively light lcad which left some
time for other interests, Dad paid my fees and bought my

hooks.

fiz there was no guarantee that I would obtain a
cadetship I sought an interview with Mr Stobie, of tie
Qde}aide Eiectric Bupply Company, on the prospects of
employment with them during my study- He was the
desigrer of the ubiguitous Stobie steel and concrete
poie, used throughout Socuth Australia to support powar

lines, I remember his guesticn "Why do yvou want to

becomne av enginger?” I had plenty of reasons.,

There were then about &0 enpireering undergraduates
at the fAdelaide University. Of my colleagues in the
Sixth From at Saints, Edmund Sharpe, Goodorn Colebatoh and
A.H., Finlayson had joined the faculty in 1928, and EBEric
Cottrell and PMurray Howell did likewise in ?930, but I

was the only ome leaving Saints to begin enginesring 1n

EKetween 1988 and 1930 my comtemporaries Bob Moodie,
Johy Eray, HeithMacdonald and Colin Moodie {(dux at Baints
im 1929) begar law cowrses, Johrn Colebatceh began medicine
arnd Jerry Price and Colin Kevr Grant began sCience

courses.  All these succeeded rnotably in their careers.
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The undergraduates in the Engineering School had
their cwn peculiar initiation ceremony for Yfreshers”.
Fart of the ceremony was & "candle race”. The
Erigineering Schogl was ther irn the westerrn half of a twoa—
storey brick building at the end of the mairn University
drive — the eastern half being ococupied by the Fhysics
School., The imitiation ceremony was conducted at wnight
beh;md locked doors, There was a concrete staircase
riging to the first floor with an intermediate landirng.
The freshers were divided into two teams, and instructed
to strip. Half of gach team was graouped at the top of
the stairs and the other half at the bottom. Each
fresher was presented with & standard 10 inmch domestic

white cardle.

The first fresher iv each team was reqguired to
insert the butt end of the candle harizomtally inm his
posterior, and the protruding wick was then 1it by the
wfficial starter - the first fresher in e team being at
the top of the stazirs and the first ivn the other team
being at the bottom. The candles were definitely at the
bot t am. The freshers were then reguired to descend and
ascend the stairs without dropping the lighted candles —
a strictly "hands-off" procedure. Most of the building
lights were extinguished, and the chief 1lluminaticon came
fyrom the flickering tail-lights of the nude figures,
casting grotesgue shadows on the walls as they clumsily

passed each other on the stairway.



It was a relay race. On reaching the end of the
stairs, each fresher had to stand back—to-back with the
rmext member of his team and liéht that fellow’s candle
from the flame of his «wn.  Again, a "hands—of "
procedure. Shouts from the assembled undergradusate
spectators helped them to line—up the two candles. When
the twx comsecutive freshers were of different heights
this mativmg of canmdles became a most delicate operation -
the shorter one standing on tip-toe and the taller one
attempting to sguat appropriately without dropping bis

carndle.

In my case, the next fresher was rather shorter than
I, and had & thick cwoating of reddish hair on his back.’

He velled as 1 singed him with my candle!

Two thirngs made this race very difficult, 1if not
hazardocus. First, it was diffienlt to step up or down to
the mext tread of stairs without dropping the candle ~
and some canmdles did drop and had to be re—inserted.
Secundly, as the candles burned down, the hot wax was
liable to drip orn to the calves of your legs — a painful

experiernce.

The race was completed with much barracking and
hilarity. There was no prize for the winming team ~ anly

the glory of victory.



ther tasks were devised for the initiation ceremony

each year, but the candle race was the most memorable.

At 17 vears of ape, I began to show an interest in
the opposite séx. I had spurwed girls during my schoal
YEArS. Johyy Thompsaorn and I decided we shonld take
legsovis in ballroom dancing, which was the most popular
fGP; of evening entertainment in those days. in May 199
we began to attewnd the darcing classes of Miss Norah
Stewart ivi Tyrte Street, North RAdelaide. Misg Stewart
was recogrised by Rdelaide Sorciety as the autbority on
ballraom dancing and deporitment. She held joinmt classes
for bhoth sexes. Damcing "pumps” had to be worn and the
bove had to wear white cotton gloves. Music was pravided
by & pianac. It was all very formal and we were taught fto

behave with the utmast propriety.

I ernjoyed the classes, but many of the dances taught
were of little use at the averapge social gathering. The
foxtrot, blues and waltz were certainly worth learning;
the tango, the varsity drag and the black botion,
hHowever, might have beer useful to an exhibition darmcer
hut im the rormal course of svernts we never met anyane
{away from Miss Btewart’s classes) who knew how to dance

them!

Aryway, John and I were able to attend dances,

organised by the girls? clab at St Saviows Chuwech, and
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take the floor with a partrner without disgracing

aurselves.

Travelling home orv the Blen Osmond tram, one day in
Jure, was the most beautiful girl I had ever seern — with
the most wonderful head of goldern hair coiled irn & bun at
the nape of her neck. I atayed on the tram bevond my
EtQ;, tw see where she alighted. It was at Glerunpa
PBvearnue, I got off at the rmext stop and rushed back but
she had disappesred. At the rnext cholr practice at
church 1 described her to my friemds. Cecil Lapthorrne
said 1t must be Fhyllis Williams, who lived inm Glermurpga
Avenue. He agreed to introduce me to her at the first
opportunity, which was at & younp people’s darnce in St
Savicur’s Chuorch hall. She was very distant, and rnot at
21l encouraging. I resalved to take svery ocpportumity of

seeing her and getting to know her better.

Almost all of 1929 pagsed before there was any rews
abpout appointments of Cadet Engineers inm the P.M. B s
Department. I begarn to wish I had uandertakern the full
complement of Fivgt‘year subjects, although the cost of
such arn enrclment and the assovisted text books would
have beern a bipg strain on dad’s resources. At last I
received advice that I would be appointed Cadet Ewgineer
as from Jaruary #nd 1830, at a salary of orne hundred and
twepty three pounds per anrnuan. My erngineering career had

begun! Ard so I beparn working for & salary at last.



I well remember reporting foorr duty at the
enginearing department in the Adelaide G.F.0. building.
Or the rvereption desk at the entrance was a polished
waogern tablet bearing a pgold-lettered inscoription -
m=imilar to that used iwn all departmental offices -

COURTESY TO ALL

FROMPT ATTENTION

EFFICIENT SERVICE
That was the ideal of the Commorvmealth Fublic Service -
ar ideal that all members were expected to observe.
Those were the days when the P.M.B6's Department harndled
all mail. Letter ﬁostage was twopence, with two
deliveries Monday to Friday and one on Sabwr-day mornivig.
Today I freguently wait in a gueae of 8 people at a loocal
pomet office while 3 or 4 employees busy themselves with
paper work on the other side of the counter or exchange
fragments of gossip, ocompletely igmoring the waiting

public. How times have changed!

There were seven other Cadet Evgineers in the
Adelaide BRranch of the Department — 8id Jowes, Jack
White, RBRill Howe, George FloKinnorn, Star Chapmarn, Malcolm
Rogers and Dorn Burnard ~ at various stages of progressian
through the rnormal fouwr-year course of training. Do
Burmard had been appointed on the same day as myself — he
was five days younper thar: I and had attended Princes.
With simitar interests and a common sense of humour we

became firm Friervds.
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The Departmerntal trairning foorr Cadet Evngineers
involved experience in all phases of PoM.G. enpgineering
work, with evening lectures iv specialised subjects by
gsenior afficers and a limited rumber of howrs of f to
atterd lectures and practical work at the university.
Cadets were reguired to sit for a Departmental exam for
appaintment as Ernginesr at the end of theiy training.

Doy Burrnard and 1 chose university subjects in the B, E.

(Electrical) cowse, although there was rno puarantee that

we would he piven sufficient time-off tao complete the
course o & part-time basis. 19259 and 1330 marked ths
begirming of those traumatic years known as The GBreat
Depressiorn, and we were the last cadets fo be appointed

for a very long time.

Wher we were trainimg at city locations, attendance
at the urniversity was a simple matter. Whey training in
the suburbs I fourd my bicyecle very useful for going to
and from lectures. Training at country centres was

conmfimed to pericds whew the university was on vacatior.

My first posting was to the Norwood actomatic
telepbhons exchange, learning as much as possible about
the equipment and how 1t was maintained. It was very
strange at fFirst, working among & body of men much older
than myself arnd calling them by their christian rnames —
after the use of surnames only at school. i begawn by
addressing the foremarn mechanic as "Gir'. They thought

this a great joke. I cycled to and from work angd ate my
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luncheon sandwiches, washed down by Ybilly tea', with the
mechanices arnd linesmen. It was indeed a sudden change
from schooldays. The automatic exchange had a strarge
characteristic smell, probably the product of electrical

irmsulation and contact sparking.

This was followed by pericds at the Lentral Exchange

ard the Telegraph Workshops — both ivn the city proper.

Neow that I o was earning a salary I began o revel in
my independence. No lonmger did I have to rely on dad to
pay my umniversity fees, buy my boosks and provide me with
pooket money. I was able tao pay a nominal sum to mother

foy my Heep.

Some time after we moved to Glenunpa dad had traded
f1ig Model T Ford fFor one of the new Ford touwrers known as
"Model £, which had come on the market in 1927. Like
the Model T, this had a folding carnvas hood, detachable
side curtains with celluloid windows, yarvming boards and
mudguards ~ but the body bhad smoother lives and was less
like a ponverted horse—drawn buggy tham the Model T had
heer. The hood was nearly always left Py serdred to the

fromt windscreen.

The side cuwrtains were secured by rnot very reliable
press—putton fasterers. It was necessary o examirne the
weather forecasts before vernturing ocut if rain was at all

likely, because atbtaching the side-curtains in an

——



urniexpected shower was both time-consuming and unpleasant.
The battery was mounted externally or the rurnning board
ét ore side and the spare wheel was carried vertically at
the back behind a fold-down luggage rack. "Baoxts" had

not beernt invernted.

I used to help dad with pericdic greasivg, oiling
and cleaning the car, but he frowned uporn any suggestion
that I should drive it. However, I took careful mote of

what he did fto conmtral it. I was sure I could drive,

givey: the chance.

During the barley season dad used to drive over to
Yorke Feninsula to inspect the corops. He usually
returned home with an offering of fish, corabs or wild’
duck - and oftewn guite surnburnt. But sometimes his
Melbourne principals, M Smith or Mre Mitchell, drove o
Rdelaide to visit the Peninsuls with him — and on suceh
cocasions dad’s car was left unattended in the garage for

several days.

This was my opporiunity! I fournd the key and
carefully draove the rcar to a large open space known as
the Beaumont Commown, not far from home, and practised
gear charnging, backing and parking manceuvres to my
heart’s conternt. After several such practices 1T had full
confidence, and whern dad returned I arnnounced I could

drive the car. I gave him a demornistratiorn, and he was



convinced. I abtained a driving licence, which was not

difficult inm those days.

From thern on dad allowed me to borrow the car for
outings, wher he was not reguiring it himself, and it

made a wonderful difference to my mobility.

The young pecsple attending 5t Savieur's Church
vesolved tox form & local danmce olub. A committee was
appointed iv May 1930, which irncluded Berernice Eailey,
Phyllis Williams {(both former students of FL.G.C.), Cuth
Bammarm arnd myself as honorary secretary. We called it
the "Balvador Davnce Club” and held davces ivn the local
Miltorn Hall every & or 32 weeks in aid of church funds.
Attendances ramged from S0 to 100 and music provided by a
pianc, saxaphone and banic was followed by a supper of

sandwiches, biscuits, soft drinks and coffee.

I mad fallern madly in love with the beautiful
Fhyllis Williams, but although I zaw her regularly at
committee meetings I was very reticernt about making any
advances.- Mary fellows sought hery comparny at darnces, and
I felt very irnadeguate. The intensity of my feelings may
be judged from a sarmet which I secretly wrote about this
angel of a girl -

Fhyllis, what faiver form could meet the eye
Than she, the darling by the Gods beloved -

Her eves, the beauty of the boundless shky,

Her lips, who couwld wmot by their spell be moved
Arnd held entranced by their gloricus bow!

Wher firet I saw her all the waorld stood still -
I felt my heart leap high, but dare rot show

&
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My passion openly — lest she should kilil

My hopes, my yearmings. Oh, how can I firnd

Hey favaour = I, least favoured of them all

That seek her favour? Yet may I, irn miwmd,

Dyeam of the forturme that may someday fall

My lot - till stark reality urnkind

Wakes me from dreaming, shrouds me in its pall

1 showed thizs owmly to Johy Thompsorn who was my
confidante, as I was his, iw matiters of the heart. He
wae sympathetic, arnd wped me not to give up hape.

Talkivyg pictures were still a rovelty iw 1930, The
first talkie, The Jazz Singer, starring Al Jolsaor, had
beer showrn in RAdelaide iv 1923, but that relied o sound
froam a synchronised disc record accomparying only part of
the film. Films were riow provided with "married sound”,
photopraphically recorded along one edge of the film
stook. Ivi Jume ome of the first all-colour talkies, The
Gold Diggers of Broadway, was showing at the Majestic
Theatre in the city. I plucked up courage and asked

Phyllis to see it with me. She apgreed, and I was in a

Lind of seventh heaven!

Evervbody called her Phyll. Bhe was the youngest of
Five attractive daughters and her parents were very
strict. I met them when I called for her on that first
auting. Mre Williams® operning remark was “What a tall
thive boy!" - & sort of mental slap in the face. M
Williams was a man of few words who wore a hombarg hat
and_ seldom smiled. He was most emphatic about his

dauwghter coming home on Lime.
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That Rugust I bought my first Divver Buit, and iwn
December I took Phyill {and Do Barnard took his
girlfriend Doome Mengersorn) to the Ffirst Tabaret of the
rnewly formed fAdelaide University Footlights Club in the
University Refectory. We alsc went ta the Revue produced

by the University Factlights Club at the Theatre Royal.

This was the first of & seriegse of armmual Revues of
surprisingly professional standard. They were always
pragemtéd ivi the presence of the State Byemier armd his
wife, the Lord Mayor and his wife and sometimes the State
Goverror. Beginming with orne performance in December
1930, the performances increased progressively to six in
December 1335, They owed this success to an enormncus
amount of hard work and enthusiasm by a large body of
studernts. There was a core of men and women who were the
driving force year after year — in particular Keith
Mandonald, Dearn Hay, EBEill Harnm, Jim Muecke, Bavin
Walkley, Jochrn Duncan, Dick Brocks and David Hogarth {(all
from Saimts) Rex Dawe {(from Frinces) and wamen students
Fat Richardson, Iris Hart, Shirley Cuming, Roxy Sims,

Maisie Todd and Marpgaret Corpe.

Rex (Whacker) Dawe arnd John Duncan formed a
marvellous comedy duc. Heith Macdanald was the "straight
man' and compere. Jim Muecke was a very competent
mag}eian, Dean Hay arnd Bill Hargr were responsible for
most of the music, and Bill wrote many catehy songs for

these Revues. We laeoked forwsrd to the Foaotlights shows



every year — they were a happy climax to a year of study.
I would have loved to take part in them myself, but my
duties as a Cadet ir the Department would wot have

allaowed me the recessary time for rehearsals.

Havirg passed my 1989 university subjects, [ taook
three more in 1930, including Physics I under Professor
Herr Grant. His sarn Colin, my form-mate from 1928, was

my partrer in the practical work which we enjicyed

together.

Fraf. Herr Gramt was the best-loved personality on
the University staff. He was tall and thin and stlightly
stooped, with a shaock of urruly haiv, shaggy eyebrows and
a bristling moustache. His twirnkling eyes bhehind
spectaclies gave immediate indicaticon of his poocd humour
and kindly interest in others. I dowv”t thinmk anyoane wha
passed through the Evginegering and Science courses in bis
4¢3 years at the University could have left without some
favourite stories about this typically absent-minded

professor.

In one yvear he was alleged to have paid his income

tax twice.

He drove & Framklin gar — a make as famaows and
urmigue as its cwner. Having mislaid 1t ovmce, he rang the
o
police on reachivng home and saild he thought it must have

been stolen. “Whrat is the rumber of your car?’ they



ashked. "Ohy just a minute,"” replied the Frof, "I parn’t

ramnemnber. I"11 ga into my pgarage and have a look.

Because of his good rmeatuwrs, Prof. Kerr Grant was the
hutt of many practical jokes. He had devised an
arvangement irvn the Fhysics Lecture Theatre for
demonstrating that all bodies of similar shape but
une;ual weipht fall at the same rate. At ceiling level,
about 25 feet Ffrom the floor, he had twos TFive inch
diameter ballz — one solid and orne haollow - secuwred
hehind a trap door. They could be released by the pull

af a govrd which apened the dtrap door, allowing them to

Fall imto a circular tray of sand oo the Flocor below.

Before his lecture begarn, sone studernts crept into
the empty lecture theatre and moved the tray twe feet
From its positioe. Wher the FProf. pulled the cord the
balls landed orn the wooden floor with 8 tervific ocrash.
.The Frof., blinked at his class and said "I will repeat

that demornstration tomoryeraw,

Next morning the students found that the tray had
peer moved back to its proper position, with a chalk mark
drawn on the flooe beneath it They completely erased
thie mark, drew a similar one two feet away and replaced

the tray iwv its correct position,

Ov: ertering the theatre the FProfessco saw that the

chalk mark onm the filoor was mot covered by the tray, so
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he carefully pushed the tray over it and begarn his
lecture, Wher the cord was pullied the balls once again
Sit the wooden floor with a rescunding orash! There
would have been recrimimations from a less pood-natured

prafessar,

Orice a girl student arvived late for a lecture. The
Frof, stopped speaking until she had climbed up ta her

seat. There "The Tranmnsit of Veruse!! he remarked. The

girl was early mext time.

Fraf. Herr Grant had made a practice of reciting the
whale of KHipling's poem "IFY, at the cornclusion of his
last lectuwre for the year. It became a traditior keenly
Jooked forward to by all his students who made it
increasingly memorable as the years went by — with the
introguction of streaners, comfetti, fireworhks and even
smoke—-proodacing chemicals;

“IF verl cayy Fill the unforgiving minute

With =sixty secoads worth of distance run

Yours is the earth, and everything that's in it

Argd what is more, you? ll be a man my sorn. ™
Fraf., Merr Brant was knighited in 1247 and retired in
1348, Ameorg mary obthers ne taught Sir Mesrcus 01iphant,
Sir Howard Florey and Sir Hugh Cairns. He passed away in
1967 at the apge oF 893, The name of Sir Kerr Granmt had
become syncnymnous with the University of RAdelaide. He

waes & great Frofessor.



Uriversity studernt 1ife revolved arcund the Union
Euilding, overloasking the River Torrens. The cerntral
part was the Refectory, & large and beautiful hall with =&
heamed ceiling painted in & BSpanish desigr. A wall of
glass doors opened onto cloisters and lawn on the river
side. The Refectory was used for dances, but was
niormal ly fi}led with tables and chairs for student meals.
At ;he fromt end wazs the Union Seoretary’s Office and a
mer® s reading roon. R cafteteria at the other end
adjoined the Lady Symon Building of the Women’s Uniaon.

As the Men®s Umiow building had yet to be constructed the
}awﬂ was Lhern embraced by cloisters on twx sides omly.
Mesls in the Refectory provided the main contact between
students of different faculties, important in making
friends and developing the art of conversation arnd debate
in those days before the introduction of television which

tends to destroy comversation.

Irs December 1830 I began training in the
trarsmission sectiorn of the Departmernt under F.P. (Frank)
0" Grady, the Tramsmission Engineer for the State. I bad
my first introducticr to radio brcadeasting at the
fransmitter of SCL Adelaide, shortly after that station
(i commorn with all the relatively high-powered "A class”
stations financed by listewers licence fees) had been
acquired by the Department at the expiration of their
cperating licences. Programmes were being provided by
the entrepreneurial Central EBroadeasters Ltd under a 3

vear conbract, but the Deparimernt bad the yesponsibility
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of operating and maintaining the techrical equipment at
both tramsmitter and studios. The transmitter at
Broocklyn Pard was in a very "haywire” condition and the
Departwment had the Jjob of latgely rewiring it to make it
"shipshape". The Australiarn Broadeasting Commigssion was
ot founded, to provide programmes for the National
Service, until July 1332, when the rnumber of listerners

lficernces in Australia had risen to 370,000 at twos pounds

ters shillings each.

Ivi Jarnuary 18931 I began my first paid armual leave.
Evelyrn Connell, one of mother?’s ten cousins in the Hardy
family, lived at Coctamurndra in New South Wales. Her
husband Tom had a farm propevyty there and they invited me
to spend some of the suwmmer vacation with them. The
prospect of interstate travel thrilled me. l.eaving
Rdelaide by train, I spent three days in Melbowrne where
the Mitchell family looked after me, five days at

Cootamurndra amd three in Sydrey.

From the Albury stationm at the Victoriarn/Mew Socuth
Wales border, where you had to charnge trains becaunse of
the differemt rail gsuge, Tom drove me to his praoperty.

I rode a horse there for the first time — not very
successtully! The saddle girth was secured with string
which gave way whern the horse broke into & canter,
hea?iﬂg fore a waterhole. The saddle slipped sideways and
I reached the waterhole cvlingivng to the uwrdaerside of the

horae’s mecik. £ most undignified exbhibiticon. In those



days Albury was a city of tree-lined streets and marny
bicyelies. Tom and Evelyry had twa children of about my
age, Jim and Betty. They were most hospitabple, bot I

wanted to see Syd‘rneyf

I reached Svdesy sarly in the moorning of Januarsy
15th 1931 amd my Tirst thought was "I must see the
Harbowr Bridge®. Tt was stiil uander CONSEruet L ari. The
arch was cofplete hut the road decking. hanoging at the
cerntre, hag vet to e extended o meet the approaches at
gither end. Leaving Central Staticoe, I sgt off along
Fitt Street - and there 1t was! The wonderful areh
Framed across the morthsry eng of the street and spanming

the distarmt Harboge!

It had besn vaining. and ouddlies of water lay
Betweery the tram raills. N few isclated cars were parked
cyy either si1gde of the one-way street, with plevnty of

vacarnt kerk space at that time on a Thursday morsing in

1931 whey parking meters were widreamed of. s T
apmroached a street fruit-stall T saw & youth grakz an
orange and pocket it when the praopietor’s head was
turrned. "That’s Svdrney irn ths Deoression,"” I thaught. i3
made pood use of my time, visiting Bondi Beach and the
Taoronna Favk oo with 1ts cage-less enclosures

separating animals fyom the people by deep chasms and

difFferences in levels.

o



L retuwrined to Adelalde on Jamuary S0th and cezsumed

duty at SIEL tramzmitter rnext day.

a very sventfal yeasr o ae. T had a heavy

emic load - Filive university subjsots f
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Lavg threr

P FY allaowsd by the Repartment -

mas initn Sumioaes of  Thoon

because | wantsd to make good the time wasted In

Or ar evening in April @ was driving dad’ s cae, wilh

srenice Bailey, Cuth Bammarin,
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Cleland arnd Don Burnard, to the apening dance of Lhe

Latde Wviversity Dance Club {(AUDE)Y. It was rairming.

the car stde-curtalns were up and bthe vislblility wasg
petuclurl As we drvove acvoss the irntersection of Greentinll

Hozdd and Deguestitevilles Terrace to sober Beauvmont Hoad

through the Pari wihioh surrowsd the oity, suddenly —

Y
T

Ovcb e oy hit e on the reac fefit doore,
Forturnately no-ovg was huebt but both cars were badly
crumpled, though sti1ll dreiveable. Strangely the oabther

the zame dance

cay was drlven Dy Colin

by another ~outes. We dyove the oo & city parking

statiocr appasits the University, enjoyed the dance and

went home by taxi.

Dad ussd to slees im an eviclcsure on the fﬂnmL

verandalr 1n the malder weathser. He heard the front gate

click as 1 orept imside, and his woilce gemanded —

"hihere? s tha ear?’

0
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I to0ld my story, with abject apolopgies. He agreed
that the cther car was in the wrong and he was glad that
nx—ome was hurt. The car was insured, and fully repaired
within a week. 1 was allowed to use it agairn three days
after it returned, but this accidernt made me doubly

careful.

Ir the early part of 1331 I completed 4 months
traintng at SCL trarmsmitter. Some of the work of
improving the equipment had to be done at ﬂigh% after the
transmitter had closed down. In ong week I worked fraom
ilpm teo 7am each night. This made attendarnce at lectures
very difficult arnd I could vot have carried on without
the use «f dad’s car. I siept at haome for a few hours
from 9am, ther went to morning o afterrnoon and everning

lectures and drove back to the transmitter by 1ipm.

The station also closed down From Spm till the
evering sessian began. There were o safety switches on
the doors of the steel-mesh cages enclasing the
tramsmitter eguipment. Iy the high tensiorn rectifier cage
there were air-dielectric smoothing condensers which were
covered by silk shields to keep ivsects away. Despite
this, saometimes & mobth would orawl ander these covers and
get scross the condenser plates — resulting in a
discharpe of electricity through the moth with a loud
bawg, brrning a hole in the silk cover. One afternoon 1
was showing some visitors round the station. I heard the

anmouncenent "SOL Adelaide, now wlosing down” at the end



of the afterrnoon sessicon, and I operned the door of the
rectifier cape 1o shaow them the effect of Uhe moth
discharpes. I pointed to the holes in the silk, when -
CrRM@@CHK !PT

& spark jumped Feom the condernsor o my cubstretohed
Fivger, and amother from my hindguarters to the opened
metal dooe behind me., The visitors drew bRack irn alarm
arnd the sewior mecharnic on duby, greatly concerned, led
me to & chair. There was & ourgent smell 1w the air -
rather like roast porr! The visitors left harisdiy. I
Fad a buern or omy Finger and a neat 178" diameter hole
hurmed throuwah the seat of my trousers and my hip-oochket.
i foumd & correspondlnn Durn O my  runte. Fovrturnately the
rectifisr had beern switohed of f, and what 1 received was

merely the discharge of the condenser — but the voltage

was 11, 000v and I krew how those moths must have Telt.
We learyr From expeEriences. That taught me & lesaon

that lasted throunhocut my career.

i May I begarn training at Studios. then located
iyy what had peen a Conpregaticonal Chorch 1n Mindmarsh
Sguare in the city, guite close to the Umiversity on

North Terrace., I wae attendinmg eveninp Classes n

Titting and Torning at the Schocl of Mines, adjiscent T

+

the University, for which it was necessary o wear old

clofhing ard a boiler suit. I was pivern pernissicn Lo

3L Vo

chanmpe irnto this gear at the Shudics, which was very

i

comveniert. 6t the Studics | owmade contact wilh racia

i



artists that I had heard "over the air” but never seen i
the flesh — also the twao most popular arvouncers, Hert
Wooley and Jack Norris. T was allowed to set-up and
cperate eguipment Tor radic outside broadeoasts from the
Toawr Hall and the Conservatorium, which was a great

thrill Decauwse this was "show business',

Siwees 1329 the Labor Farty nad governed RBustralia
weder Frime Minister Jobhn Scullis ivw the Tace of
ircreasing adversity. The prices of wheat and wool bad
plummeted, Governmernt Loams to raise money had failled,
and wnenployment had rizen dramatically. Inm the F.M.6G's
Department permanent staff retiring were not replaced and

11 technical traiving had ceased. Jumens

W

by Jume 1931
mechanics wers transferred to positions of postmern and
Cadet Enginesrs were pDlaced on clerical work. hozery

Eurrard and I considered ourselves lucky to have been
apoointed as Cadets im 1830 — there were no more Cadeb

apoointments unbil 1937. Althouph we were transferred to

i

clerical positions with a 204 reducticon 1n sSalary we a
ieast had jobs at a time when many men were having to
subsist on ratiorn counons with no orospect of & b,

Urnemplovment rose to 304 of the workforoe. Dad?s calary

was reducaed also.

Wher I was tranmsferred to cleraical work in June, My
sympathetic boss Franmk B Grady very penerously arranged
Feor this to take the form of fault—recordino at the Trunk

Test Desk in Cagntral Exchanpe iy Lhe heart of

3%



This meant that at times wher the work was slack I could
study the relevant circuits and maintenance manuals and
leary much about the carrier trunk-line eguipment — which
was marvellons. I was helped considerably by R1f Johns,

whao Wwas in charpge of the Test Desk, and his staff — Fred

Cellier, Tom Herry, Rorn Nicol and §ilbert Godden.

The fault-recording at the Trunk Test Desk somet imes
showed somne interesting resulis. Shart circuits, on
open-wire asrial lines, were often produced by magpies.
These birds collected odd lengths of wire left by
farmers constructing post-and-wire fences, and used them
to bwild mests at transposition poles where the liﬂés
crossed over betweern double sets of insulators. The test
equipmernt at the Trunk Desk could locate such short
cireuaits by measuring the reflection time of a test
signal. One Saturday morning such a magpie rniest was
cieawe@ by & linesman at 9. S0am. Rt 11.40am it was barck
agair at the same spat. Magpies are wothing if not
persistent az I krnew from my childhood.  They kept

linesmern busy.

It was corncedsd that Snd and 3rd year Cadet
Ergiveers transferred to clerical duties could take time-
off to atternd umiversity lectures provided the time was
made up in appropriate hours. This was a great relief,
but‘it made life rather hectic. Although some lectures
arnd practical work were abt wight many could only be takewn

irn daytime, and we had dopartmental lectures in



Telephony, Telegraphy and Radia in the evening as well.
I pcontinued to use the SCL Studios for changing my
clothes For evening Fittiwg and Turning. The transfers
from Cadet Evnpiveer to Clerk were officially gazetted in
August and the positicons of Cadet Evngineer officially
abolished 1w Dotober. Oury Futwre looked anything but
promising.

Despite those strivngent measures my sccial life and
that of my friends continued very much as before, but
limited to weekends. Dur pleaswres were sipple and

irexpensive and we were not dowrhearted.

Dad had purchased awn accustic gramophone which
provided us with many hows of musical ernjoyment. Thais
was somewhat more sophisticated than the ome my Uncle
Charlie had after World War I, but it still used 78 rpm
records reproduced by a steel o fibre rneedle, and
required freguernt winding of the spring maotor. The
records had a playing time of only about 4 mirnutes on
pach side — which was sufficient for a popular song, but
orochestral or aperatic recordings were likely to reqguire
aspveral disrs and the fturninmg—-over and changing of these
irtroduced irritating breaks in the continaity of the
music. Further, if the spring motor was vyt rewsund at
auitable intervals the losse of speed and accamparnyirng

Bdying" of the music was painful to the ear.
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and
Both dad] I bought records when we could afford them

~ usually at four shillings each. By moderrn standards
the reproduction was poor and scratehy, but it ois
remarkable how one could learw to reject the urwanted
backgrouwnd noise and corncerntrate on the music issuing

from that woodern horrn.

At the AUDC evewrings at the Refectory the girls wore
lovg evenling dresses and the boys wooe dirver salts.
They were always "praogramme’” dances. The programme of 10
o 12 dances, comprising foxtrots, blues and waltzes, was
printed on cards with spaces for wnames. The boys began
the evening by approaching the girls they wished to dance
with, amnd all filled their cards with the rnames of the
partners who agreed to dance with them. If you spotted
ar uwnknowr givl you would like to dance with you had to
move guickly — first to obtain an introductiorn to her and
thev to gain her acceptance, if she had any darnces left
fyes or bher proagramme. The prettisst pirls were always
fully booked hefore dancing begars. The greatest insult
yow conld give a girl was o fail ta present yourself for
a dance you had booked with her. This sometimes happened
whern a boy fournd another more attractive partrer, buot

that was the act of a cad arnd mnot easily forgiven.

Mugic was provided by a small orchestra, but in
those days there was no electronic amplification used and
the music was no louder than rmecessary for dancing —

which meant that you cowld enljoy conversatiocm with youwr



partner as you danced, as well as between dances when
conversatiomn was lively within groups. It was an

gxcellent way Tor voung peocple tao neet one ancother.

ur parties at those dasnoes becamg pretity stasdard.
Im addition to Phvll Williams and owrs great friends Bruce
aﬂq Liorna Wooleocok there were wsually Cuth Bammar and
Herenice Bailley., PMiopps (W.G.) Chapmarn argd Jill {Hatho
Lucy. Jack Lucy and May YVoke, Do Burnmard and Doone
(Lorna) fengersor, and Hoelfe Hoehmw and Hita FPorter —
couplies destived o become marn and wife in later yvears,

We had & wornderful time and made many new friends.

In three vears it was u=zgal foor yvoung girls dn
"gsooisty” to make thelr Tdebut?, and be presernted to some
nobable persan at a “"camiwng--out balll. The ammuaal
Univerzsity RBall at the Refectory was orne such GCCasior,
and in July 1331 the debutanmtes were presenmted tao the
State Goverynor, Sir Alexander Hore-Ruathwvean. The 49
debutantes included Roma Mitobell, who eventuslly becane
State Governoy herself. and many of owre cirele of
friends. The girls took great pride in their Ball
dresses, and their partmers had o weay acadenic gowns
over their evening dress. I was very orouwd to partner the
beautiful Phyllis Williams and borecwed an academic gown
From Colinm Moodie who was a vesident student at St Markls
Coldene which formed part of the University. It was &
marvellous evening wilth a sumpEtucois SaBner. The girls

all looked ravishinpg and the carefully rehearsed
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procedure, with curtseys and bows, provided an impressive

spectacle.

By this time I was taking Phyil out pretty regularly
- to theatres, cinemas, dances, bridge parties and
picrnice with owr cirvele of friends. We erjoyed each
obher’s company bult I suffered the pangs of internse
Jea;ouay wher: she wert out with other boys, as she
socmetimes did because she was very much i demand. The
bridge parties were really amn excuse for younp people o
get togesther, ad conversation and supper were the most
important ivgredient of & hagpy everning. Vieits to the
theatre and cinemas cost little in those days with seats
in the thesatre gallery o civnena bhack stalls. It was

worgderful to be able to indulge my love of music and the

theatre at my own expense, ard to share it with friernds,

Ever sivnce I fFirst saw Phyll back irx 1929 1 had
longed to =ee her with that lovely goldern hair anbound
antd Flowing free. Iv August 1231, driving bame from the
chureh social olub one evening 1 had my reward. She let
me take the pims ocut and see that mapgnificent cescade of
golden waves surping down her back. That was the first
omf many such experiences and I took scee marvellous
photas whern we went for weehkend pionic orives to our
favourite spots at Browrhill Oreek arnd Waterfall Gully.

Fhivll with her hair down was a sight to marvel at.



Fhyll and my sister Marjorie had hoth left #.6.8. to
uridertake courses in art. Fhyll treated art as a hobby,
but Marjorie aimed at a career as a professicnal artist

and hoped to do book illustration.

Fhyll wernt to the Schocl of Fine Ardts umder F.
Millward Grey in Tynte Street, North Adelaide, with her
Fwignﬂs Larma Wocleock and May Voke. Phyll excelled in
poster work awd Lorna in chiva painting. They held solo

and joint exhibitions at various times in a room in the

city.

Mar jorie went to the South Australiarn School of Orts
and Crafts in the city. She had great talemt for drawing
and painting and took part in their amateur dramatic
meoduct ions., ke had row reached the stage whern we could
enjoy each octher’s company - our tastes were alike and we
had the same sense of humour. We both enjoyved Gilbert
arnd Bullivaw and together followed the soript when
ligtening to broadoast recordings of the aoperas. I was
praud to escort my sister to a dance or a concert, and we
mfter shared cutings with our friends Mollie Roberts and

John Thompsarn.

We played tervis o our hard-court, which 1 vyolled
and kept weed-free, and I played golf with John and other
fPi?ﬂdS ay the North Adelaide public course or the lacal
Heaumont Cammon — which was cheaper. My spaorting ability

waRE poot, but I had fFun.
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Joftn, being a BEritish citizew, had applied to join
the R.ACF. traimivng college at Cramwell, England. He was
accepted ard set sail for his honeland in November. ke
gave him a farewell dirpsr at the Southern Cross Hotel,
followed by a wight at the KHegent Theatre. I was wmat to
see John again for many y2ars.

Towards the end of 1331 a ray of hope appeared at
the end of the Depression tummel, wher the Commonwealth
Gaverrnment anvnourncsd the creaticn of a roamber of Y"Free
Flaces” at univerzitiss. Doy Burmnard and I both applied
for these, angd were interviewsd on November 4th, together
with =six other Adelaide applicanbts, by a Belesctiorn Board.
It was a rather terrifying interview, all the woorse
hecause it took place iv the middle of ow final sxams
for the year. Five weeks later I was delighted to learn
thaé I would be granted & free unmiversity place from the
beginning of 1938, This meant that the Commornwealth
would pay my fees and allow me moore time-off for lectures
thaw had beern the case as a Cadet — subjesrt to
satisfactory performancs ~ with the opportunity to Finish
arn Emgineering Degree course earlier. PBad had to provide
fimancial surety to cover the course, urntder a Deed of
Covenarnt, and I was reguired to contiruwue in the Service

for five years after 1ts completior.

My 1321 University exam vesulits were anly fair. I

passed in three subjects but had to repeat a map foor

RJ



SBurveying arnd lectures for Fhysics I15. Fortunately
these were the only repeats I had to do in the whole of
my uriversity career. They weve the result of tooc much
work pressure and too muech self-indulgernce. I yesolved
too work harder tharn ever in 1932, Calin Rerr Grart

completed his EH.Sc., and Bob Moodie his LLE inm 1331,

Irvn the Federal Elections that December the harassed
Labor Bovermment was defeated by the wnewly formed Unmited
Aunstralia Party led by Joe Lyons, who continued as Prime

Minister until be died in office in April 1335,

I spewnt Christmas in hospital, wndergocing a mivno:
rasal operation — the best plsce I could ke in during the
worst heat wave since 1872, with Adelaide temperatures
cver 100%F for 8 cornsecutive daye and evern rising to
114.6°F, the hottest for 71 years. I came home to o a

cool change.

I Jargary 1332 I took my anrmual leave and went on
"The Gulf . Trip"”, a six day cruise from Fort Adelaide up
Spencer Gulf and back iv the Motor Vessel "Moonta" - &
small but beautifully fitted cruise ship drivern by a
1400H. . diesel. Dur first port of call was Port Livncoln,
maar the tip of Eyre Feninsula ~ a township surrounded by
low=lying treed hills, overlooking a beautiful harbour,
Pat?er like a mirtature SBydney Harbowr, sheltered by an
islarnd embraced by the heads. There were three jetties,

necessary for the extensive fishing activities. I =aw
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Colivm Herr Gramt, holidaying there with his mother and

brobther.

We sailed up the Gulf to Port Piyvie where the Broken
Hill Australian Smelting Co. processed lead-bearing ore
braought 180 miles by rail from Brokes Hill just across
the New South Wales baorder. I ivspected the blast
fug;aces, the pgantry cranes on the wharf, and the pumping
statiorn ard was startled to hear the ship?s sirew |
sigrnalling her departure. I vrarm down to the wharf to
find the ship swinging round with all garngways withgrawn.
The sternm was cloase to the wharyrf and 1 managed to
scramble on board over the ship?s vralling. Making my wWay
up the companicnway to join the passengers waving
farewell to friends on shaore, I hsard one woman say 'Did
yru see that man rnesrly miss the boat?? 1 resclved rnot

to cut things so Finely in the future.

We palled at Port Augusta at the top of the Gulf — a
rather gquist uninteresting btown with the wide, perfectly
straipht, main street so typical of many Australian
country towns. I looked in at the P.M.G. Repeater
Station, first hop iw the 1600 mile fTrunk line route from
Adelaide to Ferth. 1 had oftewn spoken o the staff from

the Adelaide Trunk Test Deshk.

Then down the Bulf $to Fort Hughes on the "krnee” of

the leg shaped Yorke Peninsula, where we took a 30 mile

bus tirip to Moorntas, Hallaroo awd Kadina. A most psoculiar



vehicle — the Bady of an old horse-dvawn tram jacked up
arn the tray of a Chevrolet truck. Kadirna was the best
looking, cleanest, country town I had seen and the copper
mimes at Moonta were staffed by typical Cornish-bormn

mivers with goates beards.

There were everning darnces on the ship and deck races
with wooden horaes, The wsather was perfect arnd a school
of dolphins swam heside, turning graceful somersaulis in
LYl s, We returvned home to ancither bheat wave — 4 days
aver 100oF rising to 110oF, then 3 cowl days follaowed by

3 moore over 100oF, We had rain at last orm the 4th of

February.

That summer we took delivery of ocur first ice-chest.
Domestic refrigerators were unknown. Ice tblocks about 10
inches sguare and 18 inches laﬂg were delivered regularly
arnd placed im a metal compartment wnder the top 1lid.
Foodstuffs were kept inm an insulated compartment behind a
Towsr doore. The main problem was making sure that the
hottom drip tray, fed through a ruobher tube by the
melting ice, was emptied before it overflowed. One
overflowing accidernt was encugh! Dad bored a hole in the
Flogr and corsnected it to an averflow pips at the top of
the drip-trav. The ice chest was a blessing in that heat

wave amnd the hot summers to come.

With & repeat «of Physiecs II1 lectures I was again

doing Five subjects in 1338, but with the "Free Flace®



the conditions were less strivngent and I had 11 hours a

week off foor day lectures.

Rlthough s%ill classified as a clerk, I was moved to
the Transmission Bection under the watchful eye of Frarnk
0 Grady. He was & brilliantly propgressive engineer who
pilayed a key role in introducing carvier telephone
5"%;em5 o brumk~-line routes, anmd I ows him a great debt
of pratitude for his understanding and sympathetio
guidance. The work he gave me included freguercy
resnonse measurenents, egulpment wiring, circuit drawing
arnd assembly of experimerntal circuits. This was divided
between the tansmissicn laboratory iv the G.P.0O.
building, arnd the studicos arnd tramsmitter of SCL. They

were thern preparing for the operning of DCH, the fierst

Soauth Pustraliarn regiooial transmitier at Crystal Brook.

The University held a Gatuwrday Carnival, open to the
public, irn May 1932 I had the job of organmising the
cornbributicn ffmm the Enpgineering Faculty which took the
Form of a wmock muasean i the drawing of fice. There were
=25 exhibits prepared by studernts — each one a vibald
thrust at ccme topical subject. This was my first public

attempt at a "show business” activity anmd it was a great
SUCEESs. I was told that Professor Herr Grant was highly

amitsed.

fAit the end of a working day meony young people

comgregated at the "Beshive Jormer’ — the noreth-east



cornegr of Rundle and King William Streets, and a
convenient spot for the rnecesary exchange betwesn many
tram routes. The pavement was wide and sheltered by the
shop verandahs of Haigh’s Chocolates, Rookseller Full
Freece and the Ritz Coffee Bar. At about .30 p.m. you
could be sure of seeing some of your friends there and
indulging in small talk. May Vaoke and Phyll had to
cha;ge tramse there on their way home From Norith Adelaide
art classes - which waz a good reasorn for Jack Lucy and
myself to gravitate there after work, and we always

sesmed to make conbact. "Beehive Corner’” was a good

TIRNTR

With Jack Lucy I joined a weebkly g?mﬂasium class
held by Claude Bewrett irn Twin Street in the city. We
had both dome "gym" wnder Claude at Baints, but riow we
did it becasuse we wanted to, rnot because we had tao. The
gymmasium was well equipped avd other old Saints bovs i
the nlass were Hruce Wooclcococohk, Jim Muecke and Andrew

Guivand.

Mother gave me a marvellous bvidge party orn my Zist
birthday at home. I toak the plurnge, and put orn a
conjuring display which was well received and resulted in
invitations to perfoerm "magic” at three other parties
during the year. This meant developing rnew tricks, for
whi?h I made the eguipment and wrote the patter, with
come injection of bumoate. While the pwpose of the

patter was to divert the attention of the auwdience during



sleight of hand operatioms, it gave me a thrill to Find I
could make an avdience laugh. Certainmly my audiences
were captive and composed mainly of sympathetiec friends,
but rothing does more to establish rapport between a
perfarmer and his audiernce than a well received gag.
Mothivg irritates me wmore, rnowadays, than the "canned”
laughter irvjected into television comedies — turrned on
and.aff too freguently by anm audico cperator at the behest
ot a director who thinks "this is the spot for a laugh'.
Laughter chaould be spontaneocus and deserved, ot bhweed

ays avd ofF like a tap releasing urrelated pguffaws.

I received a touching letter of birthday wishes and
encouragemnent from my old Headmaster, boping to see me in
0ld Boys Week in July. He left SBaints in the following
May to become Headmaster of Felsted Schaol in Essex, near
Chelmsford. Felsted had been founded in 1564, HaoJd.F.
Hickersteth had been Head of Saints for 14 yvears. He was

given g warm farswell by the 0ld Callegians fissaciabtian.

Lectures and work left little ftime for hohbies in
these yesars, but when dad purchased ocour first amplified
raglio receiver, a o valve AWA Radicia marntel model shaped
rather like a pregrant tombstore, I cormected an
additional lead to it from owyr outside asrial and an
irpat 1ead fram an electro-—magretic pick-up which I
installed iy cor gramophone thgthEF with a synchronous
78y pm motor—drivern turntabhle. This ewnabled us to ernjoy

considerably improved reproduction From owr gramosghons
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recoards, with a release from the tvrarry of the hand-—

wound spring-driven motor,

Homever, 1 retaivned a crystal set iwvomy pedroam Fore
late rnight listering. I nad built a rew met with
variable condenser tuming which was VIECESEATY T separats
5DN°erm the new commercial statiow SO0 opered in August
1950, I made myself a set of bockshelves which served as
# rgar support for a drawing board that could be mounted
above the table used for study in my bedroom, so that |

coald make my erngineecing drawings at home.

The Balvador Dance Club, formed in 19530, Fimally
folded in 133Z. He & parting gift, the Club donated a
handsome pair of brass candlesticks to 3t Saviowe? o

Charch for the altar. These were dedicated in Julv,

it

despite obiscticons from some alder parishicners who

thoupht we were making 8% Saviowrs too "ligh chuarch

With all Tive subjects cleared iv 1933, I errolled
fore Five more iv 1233, Did Joves and Jachk White
completed their training as Cadebts and we were happy tao
see Free Flaces prarnted to Don Burmard, Maleoolm Ropers
and RBill Howe. This sgemed to indicate that the
GBovernment was relaxing the economy seasures triggered oy
the Great DEQFEBSiDﬂ.“ bt we were still clerks!

Recavery from the Depression was going o e a slow

Dy ESn.



