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CHAPTER FOUR

‘Recovery and Conferences

The course of the GOreat Depression could be traced
in the titles of popular songs which were churned out in
great numbers by what was krown as "Tin Pan Rlley" — the
group of songwriters in the U. 5. A. The sonpgs of the
1930 were tuneful and memcrable, and their world-wide
acceptance was the result of the popularity of the 10

inch gramophore record combined with the advernt of radico

broadeast ing.

The darkest depths of the Depression were reflected
irn sornps such as "Brother, can you spare a dime" and "R

Berch in the Parhk”. The words, although trite, combined

U

with the slow tempo of the blues, conmveyed the atmosphere

of hopelessness, as in -~

"Me and my shadow, strolling down the avenue

Me and my shadow, et a scul to tell our troubles o

Ard whern its twelve 2'clock, we climb the stair
We riever knrnock, for wnobody?s there
Just me and my shadow — all alorne and feeling blue.

As the Depreséimﬂ began to 1ift the songs became

I

movre optimistic. Ivi the movie "Gold Digpers of 19353" the

sarg “Remember my Forgotten Man”, & blues in a minor key,

was followed by the brisk foxtrot "We're in the Morney”,

ending -

“We rnever see a headline about a breadiime today
fird wher we see the landlord we can lack that guy
, right in the eye

Welre in the money, come on my honey

Let*s lewnd it, spernd it, send it rollivg along.”



Walt Disrney added =ound to his amimated black and
whitengawtoan of Mickey Mouse, "Steamboat HWillie" iw
1928, Thew he introduced colour ivw his Silly Symphony,
"Flowers and Trees", with nusic of the classical
COpoOsaers, But iwv 1333 he had a sensatiormal success with
"The Three Little Pigs” — a ccolowred animation of the
popular children’s stoey with a theme song that became
the war—ory af those fighting the Depression, "Who's
afraid of the Rig Bad Wolf?" This cartcon delighted the
dawntwodden.pemple of the western world arnd the song was

heard sverywhere.

The 13308 were the years of film stars such as Eddie
Carntor, Lauwrel and Hardy, Mauriée Chevalier, Norma
Shearer and that delightful English pair Jack Hulbert and
Cecily Courtneige. Fhyll amd I saw many of their films
antd enjoyed some wonderful stage productions at the
charming old Theatre Royal in Hindley Street. There we
saw Syhil Thorndyke iv Bernard Shaws's "Saint Joan” and
that marvellous dancing pair Madge Ellictt and Cyril
Richard in "Blue—Réses“, with Frank Léightmn, Leca

Franklyrn and the loveable Cecil Kellaway.

fhe Old Fivrm of J.C. Williamson Ltd. presented their
GBilbert and Sullivan Opera Company from 1331 to 1336,
with almost a full repertoire of these operas and a cast
of rnames that became legerndary - Ivan Menzies, Leo

Darwton, BGregory Stroud, John Ralstow, Bernard Marming,



Maisie Ramsay, Marie Bremmer, Dorocthy Gill, Evelyn
Gardiner arnd Richard Watsor.

I riever cease to enjoy these operas — the
combination of the l1ilting melodies of Sullivan and the
playful satire of Bilbert poking fur at the traditions of
the English Establishment, arnd particularly The Law.

Much of this wés relevant to my generation because we had
irherited so much f%om the Mother Country. The structure
=F thé G & § operas was itself a paracdy of music comedy,
with bands of chorus girls and boys appearing guite
inconseqguentially from time to time iw different costumes
as & background to the nonsensical storieé. To be sure,
Sullivarn may have borrowed many of his musical themes,
but the way irn which he fitted theh to the librettas of
Gilbert showed an wncanmy marriage of two radically

different but brilliant perscrnalities.

The J.C.W. productions were in the true Savoy
traditior. We saw as many as we could, I have rnever
seers a better Jack‘paiﬂt than that portrayved by Ivan
Mernzies in "The Yecomarn of the Buard" and I am sure that
W. S, Gilbert waula have beer more tharn satisfied with
Maézies delivery in "Ruaddigore" of -

"This particularly rapid, unintelligible patter

Isn’t generally heard, and if it is it daoesn't

matter

IF it is it doesn't matter, matter, matter, matter,
matter!”



Ive & production of Katinka in 1931 we saw‘that
wQﬂde;ful comedian Do Nical, who achieved enormous
popularity &nd a yvouthful Robert Helpmarn, featured aé a
sola dancer partnered by bLeah Miller. That was before he
left for Enmgland to become world famous with & secornd v
added to his name. Ir 1938 we saw the legendary Gladys
Momerieff in one of her "farewell!" appearances — "The
Chocolate Scoldier”, based on G.B. Shaw's "Arms and the
Mar",- music by O=zcar Strauss, Her record of "My Hera"
o %hia is still nheard today. All these visits to the
cimema and theatyrs had to be Titted in between evéning
lectures and work, ceasing in OQctaber and November- each
vear when lectures gave way to the "swot vae” preceding

the examinations.

Go lang as I owas earning & salary | desired to see
more of the world and cpportunities for travel to
iﬁferstate coenferernces were offered to umiversity
students at concessicon rates. The Student Christian
Movement was holding a conference at the Sydney suburb af
Fymigle during the i?EE/ES summer vacat iow. Deore Burnard,
George MoKirmorn, Rolfe Boehm, Doone Mengersorn and
Bereriice Hailey were going, and 1 agreed to join them.
There were many other delepgates from fdelaide, bult we

kept together as a group.

Do, Doorme, Beocrge and I decided to travel by
interstate passenger ships, which were ﬁmpular i those

days., These offered good meals and acoosmncdatiorn, with



5hipboard recreaticon in bracing sea breeres. Leaving
Fort edelaide oy Boxing Day iw the T.5.8. Katoomba we
Peacheé Melbourne two days later, with deck ternnis and
gusits irn daytime amd dancing at might. We had time to
visit the Melbourre Zoo before proceeding to Sydney. The
weather was rougheyr as we sailed up the east caaét and
darcing was difficult'as the ship rolled considerably.

It was recessary to advance cauticusly alaonpg the deck,
and'when the ship rolled sideways to Qet ot the downhill
side of your pardtner and puéh hard to aQoid bbb falling
Cver. Ther, when it rolled the aother way, you had to get
raurd to the ather side of her. Very tiring, 1f you had
& partner whoa was at all portly, but ideal conditions fér
dancing the tange because theré were invalurntary runs
along the deck in all directions ~ followed by sudden
staps with learning over as the ship’s roll changed

direction. Fortumately I was a good sailor.

We passed thrnuéh the Heads into Sydney Harbour
about Gam. Rs we apéraached the Harbour Bridpge,
completed the year.before, it seemed rcertain that the
ship’s mast would faul the bridge decking — the absence
of arwwthing in between destroyed any perception of
diétance — but the bridge clearance was 170 feet.abOVE

high-water level and we plided through.

We nad five days to see Sydrney before the
Conference, arnd tosk lodpgings in North Sydney. First we

saw 8t Mary?’s Roman Catholic Cathedral, the Museum, and



rode on the undergrournd railway. Next, electric and
steam trains took us to thé Hawkesbury River, then by
ferry to Patonga, Falm Beach and Newport through
beautiful river scernery. ﬁittwétev, at Mewport, was a
nlittering expanse of water edged by sheltering heights,
greer right down to the water’s edpe. From therse we toaok
a bus to Narrabear, tram to Manly and ferry back to

Circular Buay. To Adelaide dwellers this range of

transport was incredible.

It was warm. Dorn and I wore cur white pith helmets,
which were popular thern im hot, dry Rdelaide. They
caused a sernsation in Sydrney. A musician in the band aon
the Manly Ferry said to the pianist, "Couple of big-game
hurnters over there!" Apparently we were the onmly people
Sydney had ever seen in pith helmets. We did not wear
them again on that haliday — they attracted too much

atterntiorn.

After an evening at 5t James cinema, where an
orchestra of 16 pléyed during the interval, we walked
back to aur lodgiwngs over that wonderful Havbour Bridge.
By might it looked like a fairy arch bermeath the stars,
st;ung with strings of glow worms from end to end. Ivs
13933 there was mo backgrourd of skyscorapers amd no Opera
Hauée to rival the magnificernce of this engineering
masterpiece. The ferries in the Harbouwr were blowing
their whistles at midnight to welcome thé New Year. We

were happy to be part of 1it.



In the first week of 1333 we explored the Sydrey
Domain and Botanical Gardens overlooking the Harbour, S5t
Andrews Anglican Cathedral, ZBL and 2FC radico studios,
City South Telephone Exchange, the Mationmal PArt Ballery,
Sydney University and mare cinemas. Ivi & boat tvip round
the Harbowr we were enchanted by the tree-lined coves
which make this one of the largest and most beautiful

waterways in the world.

r the last day before the Conference BEQPgé.aﬂd 1
wert by tourist bus to Katoomba in the Blue Mountains, 55
miles froam Bydney. It was simply breathtaking, standiwng
i g %he emninence knowrn as Echo Point and gazivg down inta
the canyon—like Jamiesorn Valley, carpeted with gree tree-—
tops swimming in a haze of blue mist. The rugged proup
af rackg calied the "Three Sisters” heaved their
Shduldars up against the misty backdrap which became an
everi deeper blue as it merped with the distamt side of
the valley. There was an age—-old silence here that could

almost be felt.

We saw the Matoomba Falls — two mighty leaps aver
heights of cruel rock into the bower of green 1000 feet
below. I climbed down the stepped track to take a photo
lomsbkeing up thyough the canopy of gresen at the fragments
=f blue sky, with the ceaseless murmur of the falls and
the turbulent stream bubbling over the rocks, Drinking

i this beauty I was rudely alerted by the horm of the

oy
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bus. Beorambling up the track I arrived, panting, to

bluwt’out my apoclogies ta the urnsympathetic driver.

The Conference was held at Pymble, about 11 miles by
train from Sydney, in the Presbyterian Ladies Coallege
during the school holidays., BEerenice and Roclfe came from
RAdelaide by traiv. The schocl grounds were spacious with
playing fields and termis cowrts set in-beautiful -
undulating country. There were 239 delepgates, drawn fram
all States. The marn were guartered inm classrooms and the
girls in Gocdlet House, one of three boarding houses.
Delegates were divided into mixed study circles of about
10y which met each morning urder a senicr leadér. Spofﬁs
were held in the afternocons, with community singing and
concerts inm the evenings. All took their turn in serving
at table and other chores, ard "lights cut® was strictly
at 11 pm. With the others I swam, played tervis arnd took
p’af*i; in impromptu comedy performances. Pr;mfessc-r*s ard
clergy joivned divr with the students. One afternoon we

visited the HKoala Park Reserve at Permant Hills.

The Conference lasted 8 days. Un the sixth day
Doconer Merngersorn was lald low with tonsilitis and sent to
ho;pital. George and I visited Toororpga Fark Zoo and
historic Vaucluse House, home of the Wernbtworth family
from 1808 and full of four—-poster beds and long—ango
luxurious living, before boarding M. V. Manunda on Jahﬁary
14th. Don remained in Sydrney to see that Doore was

properly cared for.



Eﬂ the two day stop in Melbouwrre Becrpe arnd I
visited the Danderong Ranges, the Cerntral Telegraph
foiqe and the Techrwological Musesum. We reached Rort
Adelaide on January 13th after a wonderful holiday and
conference.  We had crammed a Qréat deal into 24 days and
I derided that passenger ships were the best way to
travel. Back to work next day!

- Doy ard Doonme, recovered and fit, retuwrned on the

Westralia two weesks later.

Frarnk O'Grady gave me more respomsible work,
eqgualising programme transmission lines, measuring trurmb-
lirme attenuation and cross—talk oon transposition sectiaons
ardd constructing portable test eguipment and anplifiers.
I had charge of tﬁe SCL technical exhibit at the Royal
Agricultural SBhow. This we;s a big thrill because it
included a cathode ray cscilloscope — then a very new and

awe—inspiring piece of eguipment and a taste of what the

Futiure would hald in television tubes.

Adelaide was visited by the training ship "lwate”
fwém Japan in 1332 and by the Cruiser Kaln fraom Germany
in 1933. The Japarese Engireer-Midshipmen invited
engineering students to lunch on the "Iwate" and we
recripraqated by having them home to divmer in pairs.
Relationships were most cordial. Marjorie cooked rice

ard coloured it pink to‘maké it "more interesting”. They



wanted to know if we grew it that coloow! Marjorie,
Fhyll, Mollie Roberts and I inspected the Koln, which was

crowded with sightseers. Little did we Kkriow we would he

at war with both counmtries in a few years time.

1933 was a year of sickrness for our family. HMother
was laid up for 5 weeﬁs with & poiscned leg arnd had to be
attended by a murse, while Marjorie coocked the meals.
Later, Marjorie herself required a rnurse when she was
1aid'hp with the measles. I mamaged to keep reasonably
it and passed all my university subjects, leaving only
three more to complete my Electrical Enginmeering Degree.

I ervvrolled for these in 1934.

I the following January and February mother was in
hospital for an opsration, and Rdelaide had another heat
wave with temperatures over 100oF for six days, rising to
108. 6oF — then twoe more days above 100aF after & brief
cool chanpe. The hospital provided a welcome retreat
from the heat, arnd whewn mother recovered dad tock her

dowr to Del Monte at Herley Beach to convalesce.

-1 had beernn working a good deal at wight at SCL
tw;nsmitteh with Frank 0?'6rady and Laurie EBillin. One
late afterncarn wher: climbing up part of the aerial mast I
barked my ;ight arm on the rusty steelwork. I thought
rothing of it, but the arm began to swell amd I got

Marjorie to put a poultice on it that night. Next day my



doctor said the arm was septic and four days later an

aboess discharged and the infection begam to subside.

The Institution of Engineers held a Conmferernce in a
different State each year. I had joired as a Student
Member and was erntitled to concession rates of travel ta
these conferences, wh}ch praovided an cpportunity to
gather additiornal knowledpe and see somethirg of the rest
of Australiax. The 13934 Conference was to be at Hobart.
Gordorn Colebateh was goivig and I decided to take my
armual leave and joiv him. The Conference was to begin

oy February 139th.

My dootor saild my arm was recovered sufficierntly ta
travel. He gave me some medicine and cintment. I said
goodbye to mother at Del Monte and embarked on the
Westralia for Melbourne. The weather was gloricus — I
played deck termis, walked a mile rcund the deck,
inspected the ship’s enginmes and danced at wight., I felt

very fit.

Or reaching Melbowrne I locked up Alarn Meleary, the
Melbourne Tramsmission Engineer and Evic Weight iv the
pmé Research Laboratories. Eric arranged for me to Qisit
the Efftee Film Studios at 8t Kilda where F.T. Thriwng
{Father of -actor Frarmk Thring) was making & film called
"The Streets of Laondon”. The set was a typical Music

Hall stage.



Jim Mitochell, son of dad's principal, took me to see
WGay D%VDPDE" at the Kings Theatre - a very bright show
with Billy Milton, a star from Erngland, the inimitable
Gus EBluett and Lec Franklyr. The music and lyrics were
by Cole Porter and the most memorable song was "Night and
Day". This was the first time I had sat ivn the fromt row

of the stalls at a thegatre. It was guite an experience.

Next day I visited the beautiful Melbouwrrne Betarnical
Bardens and-retuPned to'the city by ferry coy the River
Yarra. In the evening I went to the Capitol Theatfe,
with its unigue "broken ice" ceiling {(designed by Naltgﬁ
Burley Griffin, the architect responsible for the lavout
of Carberval), illuminated by a myriad of hidder lights in
charming coalours, The programme included films with
Roland Young and Ronald Coleman, but the highlight was
the Walt Disrey coloured cartoon "The Three Little Pigs",

making its Australian debut.

Durirg those two Melbournme days my right arm began
to 5We11»again. I‘CDWSUItEd a doctor who gave me an
anti-tetarus injecticorn before I sailed for Laurncestornm on
the "Nairana”, meeting Gordorn Colebatch orn board, We
cmﬁtiﬂued by traim to Hobart and bocked in at the guest

hause in Campbell Street.

However,; my arm contirnued tao swell and an cnincus.
biue line a#peaved above the infected spot. I consulted

a daoctar wha sald it reguired bathing and Boraclic foments



3 ta 4 times a day. For this I went to Stowell Hospital
at Battery Point about 10 mirmutes walk fram cour lodgings.

1 was told to keep my arm constamtly in a sling.

This restricted my participation in the Conference
somewhat. I was able to attend lectures armd go on day
trips to some places - the Carbide works at Elecirona and
the Electrolytic Zinc works at Risdon but I always had to
go back to Hobart in time to attevs the hospital. I
surprised myself by learvning to dress with my left hard,
iﬁcludiﬂg tying my tie, which I pulled tight by clampiwg
one end betweern my krnee and the bedpost. I begam to run
out of money and had te write home for funds. I borrowed
the guest house typewriter and laboricusly composed a
ietter with one firnger of my left-hand, without capitals!?

Dad replied promptly with a welcome chegue. .

The most impressive trips from Hobart were to Mt
Wellingtorn (4166Ft), four miles to the west as the crow
flies, awnd Mt Nelsorm (1116Fft), three miles to the south.
Their heavily timbéred siopes differed markedly from
those 1 was’familiar with on Mt Lofty in Adelaide,
because here the sucalypts héd straight white trunks,
frée of bramches almost to ehe top, and sometimes evean
300 ft high. This gave the mountairns a very different
appearance to the relatively feathery greem aspect of the

Adelaide Hills.



Baoth mountains provided magnmificent views, of Hobart
nestling o the banks of the Derwent estuary, but the
view f;am Mt Nelson was the more spectacular. The sudden
drop to the harbour — little more than a mile away — was
sereened by surrcunding bushes, and it seemed that you
eould just step over these onto the surface of the blue-—
grey water. But thathas s¢ far below, that the waves
appeared as wrinkles — with tiny yachts and laurnches
dotted around the small islarnds im the harbeour, and busy
ferries leaving lovmg spear—like wakes behind them. The
shore on the far side wound in and cut arnd roée up to &
lirne of low hills, The Gods orn Mount Olympus coulq have
had mao more beautiful a prospect. I thought of
Termysor®s Eagle -

The wrinkled sea beneath bhim crawls

He watches from his mountain walls

fArnd like a thunderbaolt he falls.

I liked Habart. Not unlike Rdelaide irn many ways,
but smaller. There were double decker trams that pgave an
excellent view of the city from the top deck, but they
rocked along the rails and made standing impossible
without support. Most of them were marnmed by the driver
ernly, who colliected fares on entry. Their buses were

much move comfortable. Buildings seemed limited to five

storeys.

At the begirming of myisecand week irn Hobart the

doctor said I could use my right hand to write a letter,



s0 I wrote to mother and Phyll and gave the reascns for

my long silernce and lack of communication.

I had toc forego the crpgamised Confererce trips to
Gueerstown, Mt Lyell and Lake Marparet. I said pgoodbye
to Gordon when he bocarded a bus te head rnorth to these
places, and reconciled myself to a lonely stay in Hobart
recuperating. The saving grace was & trip to Fort Arthuor
oy the Tasmarn Peninsula on my last day. Established as a
convict prison settlewment in 1830, 64 miles by road from
Hobart, the Tasmarn Fenirnsula is cornected to Forestiers
Ferninsula on the mainland by Eaglehawk Neck - a narmrow
isthmus only 78 yards wide. Legend has it that savage
chained dopgs were posted on this Neck to forestall any

attempt by conviects to escape.

There were same remarkable rock formations near
Eaglehawk Neck. O the mainland side at the foot of a
tall cliff was a plateau of rock, almost at sea level,
scored by two wmaturally perpendicular series of deep
parallel granves,~las though some giant had cut & layer
of pastry to make gigantic biscuits. These were called
the "JTesselated Favements". On the Tasmar Ferninsula site
waé ar inlet between 200 ft high vertical faces of
shelved rock called the "Devil®s Kitchen”. Alsc a
nigantic natuwral archway of rock, 163Ft above sea level,
called "Tasman'®s Arch" spamming ancther inlet from the
seas. Nearby was the "Blowhaole” — an opern hallow bowl in

the ryopks behivd a high ecastal cliff — covnected to the



waters of the Tasmarn Sea by a 100 ft matural turrmel
ﬁhraugh the rocky cliff. UWater from coliapsed waves
rushed through this twwel to hit the back of the bowl

with a thunderouws rosr and a viclenmt upward spray!

At Fort Artbur I saw the ruims of the FPemnitentiary,
the Model prisorn, the Hospital, the Powder Magazine and
the Church - all built by convict labour. The stone
walled church was rocfless as the result of a fire; the
church had never been consecrated because a convict fell
tx his death from the tower — but it had been used,
nevertheless., 08ld AIf, the Municipal guide, was
christered in this church, where his parents had been
-married. He proudly indicated the *Haverme of Henpglish
Hoaks. The saolitary canfinement cells in the Model

Prisom were no bigger than toilet cubicles — & hideous

relic of man’s inhumanity to man.

ATter two weesks in Hoabart I was well erncugh to
return home. 1 stayed two days with the Mitchell family
at 5t Hilda Street; Middle Brighton and Jim Mitchell toock
me to a performance of "The Girl Friend” at the King®s
Theatre, with the cast we had seern in "Bay Divorce”. I
exélmred Melbourne University and the Richmond Terminal

Statiorm of the State Electricity Commission; and the

Harper family, whom I had met at the IEA Conferernce, took

me to see Sherbroocke Forest in the Daﬁdenang Ranpes. i
veturrned to Adelaide on the Katcomba and my doctor

progpounced me Fit to resume lectures.



Electrical Engineering II involved 4 houwrs of
lectures aﬂq 14 of practical each week under "Teddy®
Clark, who rode a very antiguated bicyele o the
uriiversity and conducted his lectwres sitting round a
table, as there were few completing the couwrse. Hernce I
worked in the Tramsmissicorn Section on two days only,
gxcept during vacations, Machine Desigw II I did in the
evenings and weekends; my project was to design a single
cyliﬁﬁer salid—injection 40 BHP staticnary oil engine. A
full set of working drawinps was reguired tcgether-with a
thesis. The & houwrs per week “"lectures" togk the form of
consultations with M- J. P, Wood at mutually cornvenient |
times - usually in the late aftermncon after Electrical 11
practical. Star Chapman and I worked together on this
but we had to submit individually completed drawiﬁgé amnd
theses., There were only three other undergraduétes doring
this subject in 1334. "Woody" was & delightful character
- small, with grey hair and black eyerows. He had
served as an engineer in the Navy, amnd loved his subject.
His eyebrows wowld leap up and downrn i animated
discussicorn. Of &l1l the subjects 1 studied 1 enjoyed
Machire Design I1 best. It invoelved systems engineering

arnd design drawing — my favourite pursuaits.

My only other subject in 1934 was First Aid, which
comprised a course of lectures arnd practical waork
conducted in the evenings by the St Johrn Ambulance

Society at the Railway Staticn offices. Eric Cottrell



arid I worked together on this. We had great fun putting
bandages and splints ovn each other. It lasted ornly one

term, on Friday evenings.

My coclleagues and I began to take am active part in
Faculty wndergraduate socisties. Murray Howell, Miggs
Chapmar, Bavin Walkley and Don Burnard tock office i the
Ergineering Bociety (AUES) and Gordorn Allen and I were on
the Comittee. Don was also Vice—-President of the
Uﬂiveﬁsity Urnmicr and Colirn Moodie was Secoretary of the
Law Studernts Society. Suerh executive positions provided
valuable experience in administration aﬂd coordination of

activities,

In Jurne I moved from the Tramsmission Sectionm toa the
Telegraph Section irn the Department, where I explored the
complex mechanisms of the several types of automatic
tramsmitting e_and receiving telegraph equipment used in
the Central Telegraph Office. This eguipment fascinated

me and I marvelled at the ingenuity of the designers.

The year 1934 seemed toc mark a tramsition in the
production of musical plays in the theatre. Ivi 19338 we
haé seern "Waltrzes from Vierma" at the Theatre Roayal -
based locosely on the lives of Johans Strauss senior and
Jurnior with-music from their famous waltz compositions.
This was the begirming of the rew trend. Musical plays
begars to place more emphasis on the story—line inta which

the musical rumbers had ta blewnd natuwrally — rather than



being just a series of songs strung together by a story-—
line gf v importarnce, with a chorus making freguent and

illogical appearances in different sets of costumes.

"Gay Divarce" was such a markedly differemt type of
musical, with a saphisticated plot and saphisticated
lyrics by Cole Porter, "Night and Day” was a very
different type of song to those of the earlier musical
comedies. The same was true to s lesser extent in "The

Girl Friend"” with music by Gus Kahr.

The most notewcorthy Films of that time were the
Ermplish praducton of the Ben Travers farces which first
appeared on the stage of the Aldwych Theatre inw Londos in
the 18Z0s — "A Cuckos in the Nest”, "Roockery Nook"
"Thark" and "Mischief"._ These had a superb team of
actors with impeccable timing, Tom Walls, Ralph Lyrrn,
Ropertsan Hare, RAlfred Drayton, Winifred Shotter and Mary
Brough. Arid Disney continued to produoce his delightfal
series of colowed 8illy Symphonies with a wonderful

marriage of music and animated cartoconms.

The Lyons Goverrment was re—elected in Septembey and
im:Dctober 1934. Melbcourvne celebrated ites cernternary and
the Duke awnd Duchess of Gloucester came to Australia for
the festivities. They visited Adelaide, and the city was
gaily decorated, with buildings floodlit at might. The
Duke was to visit the Umiversity and give an address in

the Elder Hall. v expectant crowd awaited his arrival.
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A car drew up, a uniformed figure emerged and nounted the
.éteps*?o bhe oreeted by the Chancellor at the erntrarce.
The crowd cheered loudly, but comfusiorn arcse when it was
realised that this was only an undergraduate masguerading
as His Royal Highrness. The later arrival of the Duke was
rather arm anti-climax.

October 20th marked the start from Enpland of the
Melbouwrne Centernary Air Race. VThere were 0 competitors
For tﬁe tenrthmusand pournd prize domnated by Macrobertson
=f chaocolate fame. The wirmers wers Scmtt-aﬂd Campbeli-
Elack, who reached Melbourre in just under three davs,
flying a two-emgine De Haviland Camet. This caused great

excitement.

I passed my last three subjects, with top credit in
Machirne Design II, which pleased me enormously. I
re?eivea the Degree of Bachelor of Engineering at the
University Commemoraticorn in the Elder Hall on December
iZth, 1934, Star Chapmarn, Bob Simpson and Gavin Walkley
alse received thei% H.E., Colin Moodie his L.oL.B. arnd
fileern Cherry her H.A. I borvrowed the necessary academic
gqowys and brown—lirned hood from Mre Stobie of the Adelaide
Eléctric Supply Co. The University had accepted the
working experience of/Stan and myself in the FME's
Department as satisfying the 12 months reguirement for
the B.E. Eric Cottrell had completed his degree course
but still reqguired 12 months working experience, for

witich he joined the Zinc Corporation Ltd in Broken Hill.
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My spell in the Telegraph Bection dwring 1334 had
shown me the impomrtance of electro—mechanical eguipment
to the Department. I had always been interested in
mechanical equipmernt and resalved to complete the degree
course irn Mechanical Engineering at the University. The
Electrical arnd Mechamical courses overlapped considerably
and the only additicnal subjects I required to complete
the Mechénical course were Fitting and Turning I1I1 and IV
{which cauld he done at wnightl, Civil Ergireering I, and
Mechaniral Engineering IV. I applied for tine—-aff to
attend the 10 houwrs of lectures and practical work of the
two Engirneering subjects in the daytime, or the ground;-
that the krowledge gained would be of use ta‘the
Department. Time—off was granted, and I erm~clled for the
fouy subjects in 1335, It was pgoing to be aﬂathef heavy

year, but it was worth it

On January 3rd 19833, I was traﬂsferredlback from
Clerk to Cadet Engineer, but it had little effect on the

work I owas actually doing.

“The 1935 1EA Conference was to be in Melbourne
dufing March. The Institution always orpanised an
entertainiﬂg pragramme of funections and cutings for
ladies accomparnying delepgates, who would ernjoy the same
concession fares — so 1 decided toc ask Phyll and my
sister Marjorie to accompany me. They thought it a great

idea — neither had visited Melbouwrre - and after a good



deal of persuasive argument, Phyll's parents decided that

Marjorie would be an appropriate chaperone. They agpreed.

We left Pori Adelaide by coastal motor vessel in
time to enjoy & few days in Melbourne before the
Conferernce, and we made good use of that time. We
visited the beautiful Alexandra arnd Botarnical Gardens,
the Zoo, Bt Paul’s Cathedral and walked dowrn the Bt Kilda -
Raoad boulevard to the imposing Shrine of Remembrance.
The Shrine is capped with a pyramid of store, near the
base of which a small aperture aﬂmits & pencil of
sunlight o the interior. At the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the elevernth month — the aﬁniversary o%:
the sigrning of the Armistice at the end of World War I -
the percil of light strikes the centre of a stone sunken
irn the floor of the interior, with the inscription -

SREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN

A magnificent corcept for a memorial to all those
men and women who gave their lives in that titanic
struggle. At that‘mﬂment of time, each year from 1218,
the voice of radic cerased, work stopped and a8 reign of
silerce fell on the Natiowm for two minutes — a token that
geéms to have lost significance with the passage of
YEJVS, Standing on the parapet below that pyramid
capping we gazed at the vista down the tree-lined 5t
Kilda Road to Swarston Street — with the spires éf st
FPaul?’s oﬂ'the right of the entrance to the city, standing

boldly above the skyline im the late afterroccon haze.
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Those spires no longer dominate the city. They are lost

in a forest of skyscrapers.

Thier wé took a bus to Stony Foint in Westerwport
Bay, and a ferry across to Fhillip Island with its
wonderful wild life — masses of seals surming themselves
an the off~éhore rocks Moown as "The NobBbies", lonely
kealas perched high iw the forks of their favourite
sucalypts; ard at dusk the fabulcus parade of fairy
penguihs, béached by the incoming waves, marching in
determined formaticn up the beach to their burrows in the
tufted sandhills. A peaceful retreat before the advent

of motor cyecle racing.

The Conference included iﬁspaptiaﬁs af the power—
pererating resources of the State Eilectricity Crumiission
— the oper—cut brown coal mine at Yallowrn (with the
as?ociated brigquette factory and power gewvierating
station) ard the hydro-electric power statiorns at Rubicor
and Sugarlacaft, wvisitinmg Alexandra and the Eildon Weir in
the beautiful Dandéﬂcﬂgs. At the Foint Cook RARF
Trainirg Schacal I met "Mate'" Sharp, curngest of the
Sharpe family at Baints, doirng his traivning course among
Moﬁhs, Wapitis, Bulldog fighters arnd a Scuthampbton Flying
Boat. Litt;e did we krnow how close they were to seeing

active service.

With the éngiheers bBusy with these activities, the

ladies had varidus social engagements.  Marjorie and



Fhyll explored the Melbowrrne shops and visited some
friends. The Conference ended with a ball at the St
Kilda Falzis de Darnse and we returned to Adelaide by

Coastal Motor Vessel.

At the armual meeting of the AUEE iw March, Miggs
Chapman was elected Fresident, Dor Burnard Vice-Fresident
arnd I was elected Secretary. Thig gave me the pleasure
of ocrganisimg the Arnrnwal Dirmer irn July and making my
First formal dirmer speech - the toast of "Kindred
Societies”. We held the first arnmual AUES Darnce in
Rupnust, with the Refectory decorated with surveying
instruments, mining taols, hydraulic machirnery,
glectrical meters and motors and part of the «ld AUES
glider which had been damapged in a demonstratior. It was
all somewhat unusual, arnd provided mawy talking points.
During the evening we staged & race of eight miniature
clockwork cars up arnd dowrn the ballrooo. The everning was
a great success and many graduates attewnded from countery

centres.

We saw twa more stage shows starving Madge Ellictt
ard Cyril éichard inn 19395, before they left for London.
ﬁr;duced by Cyril, these were "High Jinks" and "Rabeﬁta"i
Their speciality dancing was a feature of both shows,
which also starved Franmk Leighton, Lec Franklyn, Ethel
MarrisonAand the explosive Marie Le Varre. Marie was a
kind of Quspraliaﬂ musical Mae West. Who could forget

her rendition of "Heat Wave” in "High Jinks"?
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Were having a heat wave

A tropical heat wave

The temperature’s rising, it isn’t suwrprising

She certainly can P

Carr—Can!

(with a brisk jerk of her ample hindguarters). The music
was by Rudalph Friml. Jerome MKern wrote the music for
"Raoberia” which was more romantic, with the delightful
"Sﬁoke Bets in Your E}es" and"The Touch of your Harnd'.
Marie was also in "Yes Madam”, but there was a return to
the aid type of musical comedy ivn "White Horse Irm" with
Down Nicol, Romola Hansern and Herbert Browne. The
woarderful music of Robert Stolz in this will live for
ever - "Boodbye®”, "You Too” arnmd "My Song of Love",rset i

the Tyrolean Rlps.

That year I joined the committee of the Adelaide
Uriiversity Dance Club (AUDE) and was given the job of
organising the decorations for the awnnual Cabaret in
December. Fach year a different theme was chosern, and
this year i1t was to be Egyptiarn. As sconm as the Naovember
gxams fFinished I began some franmtic research into
Egyptiarn matters and rounded up some emgineering studernts
to help me. Forr the cabaret a wooden dance floor was
alwayg constructed over the Refectory lawn. As there
were cloisters cn two sides only then, the concrete walk
o the other two sides was always enclosed by a 6ft high
green canvas barrier to provide privacy and exclude gate-—
crashers. Adelaide in December could usually be relied

upor to praduce & balmy wmight, so that dancing could take



place both within the Refectory and cutside on this
special dance floor, lit by festoons of coloured lights.
We decided to hang a pictorial frieze arcund the
Qreem canvas barrier, The frieze was to be two feet deep
- the lower third being of yellaw poster paper,
representing sand, and the upper twe thirds being orange
in colour, representing & sunset sky. O the dividing
lire,. above the yellow sand there were to be bhlack
silhouettes of Epyptian motifs‘— pyraﬁids, palm trees,
arabs, sphinx, mosques and a camel. 1 prepared stermcils
of those, each‘about & inches bBigh. With the rolls of
paper spread out on the drafting boards of the
srngineering drawing office my williwg helpers applied
stencils with black ink-pads at intervals of about
two feet. The completed frieze, about 200 ft long with
the several stencils recurring ivn rotation, loocked very
Ef_fect ive mournted at eye level on the green canvas

barrier facing the dance fFloor.

Mearwhile I assembled cther decorations for the
Refectory. The City Council was pruning a Iérge rixnber
of palm trees mear the River and I persuaded thewm to
deiiver the 6ft long leaves to the Refectory, where we
tied them irn burnches round some of the columns of the
cloisters. Epyptian posters were borrowed from a Travel
Agency aﬁd hurng, with tapestries and carpets, within the
Refectory. 1 constructed a large model pyramid From

pinewcod, faced with corrugated cardboard which gave a



fair impression of the stepped sides of the Great Pyramid
o Chgqu. Assemblad in the back verandah of our
Glenunga home, 1% proved too big to pass through the dooe
ard had to be partly dismantled. This was placed inside
the Refectory ertrance, surrounded by yellow sand with a

madel camel train in the forenround.

Marjorie was & great help. We searched the Public
Library for illustrations. I cut out two full size
cutlivmes of mummy cases in cardboard which Marjorie
pairnted very attractively to look like the real thing,
arud shé made sheaths for some of the pillavs with was.of

Egyptian hieraglyphics and gods and goddesses.

It was proposed that anyorme who wished to do so
should attend the Cabaret in Egyptian costume arnd masked.
I decided ta go iv & white Brabian burnous hooded and
maéked. Fhyvll rchose an Egyp%ian slave-girl cubtfit, which
locked very fTetching. Marjorie was rnot poing to the
Cabaret but I wanted her to see the decorations in fheir
final form — so théy both accompanied me in dad's car on

the Cabaret night.

Marjorie waited in the car while I took Phyll in to
Joiv our party. Thern I returned to the car to take
Mayrjorie to the side of the Refectory where she could
ook inm through the large windows remcote from (the River
side.. As she was only in street clothes she didn’t wish

toy be sesern.
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Duteide the windows there were wide gardewn beds,
edged with overlapping semi-circular steel rods. Wearing
my domine mask I did not See.thEEE, and steppiwng into the
garder I tripped and fell flat on my face. I must have
it my rnose on a sharp stone, becauwse on stamding I found
blood gushirng from under the mask. Marjorie was very
concerned. Holdivnig a handkerchief to my nose we returned
to the car and drove the short distance to the Royal
Qdelaide Hospital on North Terrace. Iv the Gut—payients
department the cubt was clearnsed and three stitches
inserted in the bridge of my nose. With a small dressing
applied over this and the mask resumed there was s )

visible sigr of any mishap.

Returning to the Refectary, Marjorie had & good look
at the decorations and set off homewards. I rejoined cur
party inside and found Fhyll very armoyed at my prolanged
absence. With the lack of visible evidence it reguired
considerable explamation about what iay behind that mask.
The scar is =till fhere. It was a bridge orossing toe be

remembered.

Abcut 500 people attended that Cabaret. It was a
great success and memorable as my last functionn at the
Refectory. tate that evening we foﬁﬂd that scomecrne had
embellished the frieze arcund the darce floor with black

blabs orn the "sand" just below the hindguarters of each

camel.

¢



I passed all the subjects reguired and received the
Diplroma of Applied Science (Mechanical Erngineering) at
the University Cemmenorat ion on December 11th. Do
Burrard, Rolfe Boehm, Miggs Chapmarn, Murray Howell and my
cousivn Evan Hardy also received.their Ermgineering Degreess
- the last twa irn absgrtia, as they were working inm other
States.

'Qs the'effect of the Great Depression begarn to wear
off; fhe Department evidently bégan to realise that the
1831 decision to cease technical traiﬁiﬂg and appoint ro
more Cadet Engineers was going to result in an acute
shortage of gualified men to cope with the demarnds of
developing Rustralian communications in an era of rapidly
advarcing téchnmlogy. If the Department could not
gernerate enough qualified men -itself, it must recruaild

soame From cutside the Sevvice.

e the Department advertised for engineering oo
science graduates fo Jjoin the Service. However, 1in the
rariks of Cadet Engirneers-in Adelaide there were mow three
with Engireering Degrees — Starn Chapman {(who had the E. Sc
ai%a), Dorn Burnard and myself, We promptly applied for
those poasitions. We considered we should be just as
eligible as graduates from outside the Service - in fact
more so because we had departmental experience as well as

a degree. We had to wait patiently for the resualt.



In January 1936 1 was sent to Bordertowr, wnear the
5.A. fVictorian border, for four weeks experience in the
cperation and maintenance of trunk live carrier repeater
equipment. This was my first job away from home. Do

Burrard was sent to Fort Augusta for similar experience.

Bordertown in 1936 was a typical "one-horse” country

t oWt Hot and dusty and largely desclate. I staved at
Toyg? - Bardertowrn Hotel, less tharn 3 minutes from the

Repeaﬁer Statiown. There were twoe mechanics who worked
overlapping shifts from Zam to 1llpm.  The town had two

hotels, four churches, a Post Office, an Institute—cum—

Library and two municpal ternnis courts. Films were shown

at the Institute Qﬁ Saturday wights. I spent most of my
lpisure time reading, writing letters to Phyll and
waiting for her Fepliés. Berocasionally i plaved termis
with the mechanics and their friends arnd swam in nearby

waterholes. I attended church on Sundays but sometimes

there was only orne other persorn in the cornpregation. Mg

Toyy, wife aof the hotel proprieter, sometimes played the
piaria —~ which I Caﬁld hear froem my room ~ Mendelssohn,
Beethaoven and 5eleétions fraom Gilbert and Sullivan
Operas. She played quite well, and this was a welcome
_di&ersian. The hotel was clean and the food gocd, bu%
the ather guests provided little ivn the way of
companicnship. I climbed to the top of the town’s
Concretelwater tower and took photos of the flat,
wninteresting suwrrounding céuntby. I was very plad to

return home at the ernd of the mornth.

flq



Ming Geocrpge V died orn January Zlst, to be succeeded

by the Prince of Wales as Edward VIII.

Iri March 1836 the IEA held its armual confererce in
Farth. I had purchaszed that wonderful boaok "Cobbers" by
Thomas Word — the stopy of his experiences as an English
Doctor of Music, travelling round Rustralia on
examinatiorn business ~ one of the most readable books
writtéﬁ o Uy country. His acccunt of the timber
country in the south-west of Westers Australia was
particularly mouth—watering. The IEA conference
programme included a visit to those parts. 1 dercided to

take my armual leave and go.

Ferth is about 1600 miles from Rdelaide by rail - a
four day Jjourrney with amn avernight stop at Kalpoorlie. I
twavelled secor) class o save noney. The train journey
was interrupted by three changes of rail gauge — reliecs
of garly misunderstanding ard lack of co-crdinatian
between the Qustraiiaﬂ States, and rnow mercifully removed
by the standard 4 feet eﬁght arid a half irnches pgauge of

the "Indiar—Facific" route betweern Ferth and Sydney.

The Soqth Australiarn railvay system was chiefly
broad gaupge, StO3". Leaving Adelaide on a Friday morning
in March we travelled rnovrth on this to Tercwie, where we
rharnged to 37 &Y marvow gaunge to Fort Aupusta at the top

emd of Spencer Gulf. North of Orroroo we sntered some
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lowlying hills which loocked very iovely i the now
élanti?g rays of the surm, charging to misty blue and
browen in the distance. There were few trees and the
train's shadow stretched further and Ffurther cut on the
plaiv to the east, where sheep were dotted about like
tufts of brown woanl. The many creeks we orassed were dry
ard the telephone lines, with their catenary droop
betweern poles in the endless row beside the tfack, rose
and fzll with monotorncus regularity across the frame afl

the carriage window.

A fellow inm my compartment was retwning to Perthr-
from a Melbourrne holiday. He had changed compartments
because his had been full of Salvatiowm Army pecple
singing hymrms. Another engineer was travelling to the
Ferth Comferewnce F&om 100 miles the other side of

BErisbarme - a rail Jjournsy of 8 days!

We stopped at Eurelia for dinner in the'Railway
Refreshment Room. The sun was setting as we moved o
Or the west the ho%izan was an undulating black line of
low hills, with here and there a skeleton tree outlined
against a golder sky which rose to a deeper blué. To the
ea%t were dim pine trees in the darkness, with an
occasional light twinkling. As the darkness grew, &
bright rew moorn hung in the deep blue sky to the east,
with a wreath of black smoke from our engine drifting

backwards into cbscurity. A8 really lovely sunset.



Reaching Port RAugusta at 3. 30pm, we changed to the
"Trans Australia Express" on the standard 4 feet eight

and a half iwch gauge.

With an howr to spend, I transferved my lupgage and
wert to the Carrier Repeater Station to chat with the
mechanics, This was the first of six Repeater Stations
between Rdelaide and Ferth, the others being at Tarcoola,
Cock, . Rawlivma, Kalgoorlie and Merriden — at intervals of
200 tb 300 miles. I krnew all the staffs to talk ta, Fr&m

my work on the Adelaide Trunk Test Desk.

The second class carriages on the "Trams' had
sleeping berths but ro wardrohes o wash basins irn the.
compartments. There was a communal bathroom at the end
of the carriage, but with & little persuasion the
canductﬁr allowed me to have a morning shower i a first
cl'éxss carriage. Meals o the "Trans” were excellent, the

same fare for both first angd second class,.

Ereakfast was‘at Tarecoola, where I met Fred Ellis at
the Repseater. He had passed the Departmental Engirneers
exam in November, amd I kmew him from his garlier work at
thé; Trunk Test Desk. I also met Mr J.M. Crawford, the
ME Chief Emgireer, bound for the Ferth Conferewnce but

shaowing little interest iw it.

Abcut 100 miles further on the country chanped fraom

Ygerub" to reddish samdhills with low mulga trees and

(L
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exltbush. We were row heading due west and stopped
bwief}y at Ocldea, about 170 miles from the Western
Australia bordey, where the celebrated missionary Daisy
RBates had lived fQ% = lang with the Aboriginal pecple.
Some Aboriginges gathered vround the train, willing to be
photographed with their spears, boomerangs and warpaint,

at sixpernce a time.

Heyond Ooldea we entered the Nullarbor Plain — Null—
arbar-meaniﬂg "noo trees”, and how right that was!
Ferfectly flat ogrey-brown earth dotted with 4" clﬁmps of
saltbush, but wot a tree in sight and rno other vegetation
within a level horizon stretching round the full 3800,
That benan about #ﬁm arnd fouw amd a half hours later it

was exactly the same.

Dirmer was served as we entersed Cocock, where three
riew golf clubs were deliverd to one of the Repeater
mechanics. They showed me their nine hole golf course

with pride. Nz grass — but the "greens"” were patches of
guarry sand scrapeﬁ smooth, with a hole in the middle and
a fernce of wire round the periphery to keep the loeal
COWS CAWAaY. "HarardsY were railway lines, one or two

sheds and an ash-heap. Every hale had a name. The cows

must have beern hand-—-fTed.

Cook left an ivndelible impressiorn on my mind. I
felt like a midget standing at the centre of a vast

gramaphone record - with nothing beyornd the peviphery but



the unfathomable blue of the sky. The single railway
fﬂack_gﬁretched irvi & straight diametrical live from one
side of the record to the other. It certainly rneeded a
ztrong physical and mental constitution to work at a
place like Cook. .with Cowper, I thought -
" SBalitude! lWhere are the charms
That sapges have seen in thy face
Better dwell in the midst of alarms
Thar relgn in this hoarrible place. ™
But the surnset was magnificent. The surn, lacking
like a glea@ing disc of molten brass, sank below the flat
hordizom — the last glimpse of it forming & thin béw af
ved fire before it vanished. Abowve the horizon, the sky
rose Fran faiﬁt gixld ta fFiery pink, then to deeperning
blue without a single cloud. To the east, the sky was
deep blue just above the horizon, with a sharply defined
hard of reflected pirnk. Just before the sun sank the
shadows of one’s legs stretcoched eastwards for hundreds of
yafds. Then the pink gradually charnped to a faint

purple.

We baarded the traivn to head west into s£ill more of
this barren wilderness. Neither Cook nor Tarcoola had

arny telephore subscribers.

Crossing the border overnight we saw rothing of
Rawlinna and reached Kalgoorlie (about 350 miles fraom
Coaok) on, Sunday afterncor. Mother®s cousin Florrie
Roberts, one of the large Hardy family and sister of .

Evelyrn Comrell (with whom I stayed at Cootamundra in



1331) met me with her husband Bill at the statiomn. I had
wrritten ta them and told them of my trip. Florrie was
plump and jolly - Bill was a giant of a marn, often
mistaken for & policeman. They insisted that I stay the
ritght with them at their home apposite the Halgoorlie
Botanic BGardens, arnd made up a bed for me inm their Front
veyrandah. They had rne family. Rill, who was a mining
inspector iv charge of one of the smaller mives, showed
me over a new BHE mine, and Florvrie showed me the townr.

I waS‘amazed.at the size of Halgoorlie — it was far
bigger thar any South Australianm country btown, wWwith a
populaticn of about 30,000, wide main streets ang large
public buildings; and this was right out in a wilderrness
of desevit, 350 miles Trom FPerth and about 1230 miles from

Adelaide.

It was very hat, Halopoorlie has virtually »no
Paﬁnfall. Pricr o 1303, water had to be carted to
workers on the Kalgoorlie pgoldfields, or condewnsed from
underground saltwater pumped from bores and wells — but
from 1903 water waé pumped fraom the Mundaring dam rnear
Ferth. The 350 mile pipeline, with 8 pumping statifms
along its route arnd a bove of 307, waé designed and built
by-C.Y. 0° Cormice~ and completed i 1903 iw the face of
relevtless palitical persecut ian. Ripht up to the day
whern water flowsd from it at Kalgoorlie, 4 weeks after
leaving Rarth, his opponents claimed that the project was
unwonrkable. In the end, 0Cormor committed suicide - a

braker man. The lush green foliapge and the many floawers
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—

U



in the Kalgoorlie gardens are a tribute to his dogged

determnination.

I had a welcome shower and slept scurndly that might.
Mext morring, with cther engireering delegates, I visited
the surface workings of the "Perseverence” mire, saw gold
ingots being poured, and attended a Civic reception in
the Town Hall. After lunch we dornred overalls and "tin
hats”- and descended to the 3390 ft level below ground at
the "Chaftfers"” mine — then the deepest lode irn Halgoorlie

- a memorable experience.

8t 5. 30pm we boarded the nmnarrow (3'6%) gauge train
te Perth — what a conmtrast tao the “Trans".r No sheets,
Zrily blanketé, in the second class sleepers, and the
train swayed abominably. We were glad to reach Perth at

10, 30am mnext morriing.

The Perth Divisieon of the IEA had made s wonderfal
Job of arganising the Conference. I was booked in at
Ferrest House on the beautiful 5t Georpges fewrace,
sharing a vroom with a young engineer fraom the Melbouwrne
Board of Works — "Torchy" Thomas, so known because of his
thgﬁﬂiﬂg craop of givnger hair. ke became firm friends and

he borvowed and thorouwughly enjoyed my capy of "Eobbers.

The Confererce apened at the Ferth University. I
thought thé buildirpgs were charming. Five years earlier

the University had been housed in temporary

i{
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aceommodaticn. Fartly as the result of firmarnce from the
ﬂéwsp@per magriate Bir Winthrop Hackett the rew buildings
were all built together in a common architectural style -
something which wnforturnately did not happen in fAdelaide,
Melbourre or Sydrey. It had stonework with an Italian
influence - long cloistered walks with Roman arches and
red-tiled roofs. A magrnificent Great Hall, The Winthrap
Hall, with a hupge rose window above the formal platform,
& clock—tower beside the entrarce, and cloisters _
reflected in a placid pool of water lilies. I was told

that the pool was constructed by engineering students wher

the building fund had beern exhausted.

We visited the limestone caves at Yanchep, the &WF
radio transmitier, the Carnming Dam (under comstruactiond,
the Mundarivng Dam {(which supplied water to Kalgoorlied,
and viewsed Perth from the EmiﬂEﬂCE of Kirng?s Park
overlooking the Swarn River. Then there was arn all—day
trip on a river launch to Fremantle to see the harbour
works. There, ivt front of the Tourist Burean, was a
statue of C.Y. D’Cénnar who desipgrned the harbour :
facilities as well as the Kalgoorlie pipeline — then the
ornly statue ivm Australia to anm engineer, appreciated only

after his passing.

But the highlight of the Conferernce was a two-day
visit to the timber courntry scuth-west of Ferth. A
rmagnificent rew tourist train, with twoe elaborate dining

cars, four lounges, six showers and all first class two—



beyrth sleeping compartments, tock us overnight to
pémbettaw - & 2590 mile jogrﬁey Ot MAYTOW gauge. There,
after breakfast we boarded a ramshackle ¢ld opern—truck
train converted into a string of crude carviages with
garden seats and tarpaulinm rocfing. This colimbed
laboricusly up a steep hillside om a zig—-zag track,
reversing back and forth at each zig or zag with a switch
of rail paints. After 435 minutes we were glad to alight

iri arn- area where tree-felling was in progress.

This was Hamri country. HKarrl {(Eucalyptus
Diversicolor) is a magnificent tres, growing to 250Ft
high with styaighty, smoocth trunks clear of branches up to
about 30ft, and found ﬁawhere else in the world., They
grow twice as high as the mﬁﬁe familiar Jarrabh
(Eucalyptus Marginata) armd their bark is more attractive
— peeling here and therse to reveal calows from white
thfough yellow to a blue-grey. Some of these trees were
saplings in the days of Jesus Christ - a scbhering

thought.

We watched orne giant come down. Two axemern o &
rough temporary platform attacked the bole antiphornally
fr;m left and right to make a vee cut. Ther they wieplded
a lowng twg—haﬁdlad cross—cut saw to cut through the
remairnder. As the tfunk weakerned there were loud
"cwacks”, like rifle shots. Thern, as the top slowly
kepled over, the meh.jumped clear and with rapidly

ircreasing speed down it came — smashing limbs of other

[



trees as it fell - to hit the ground with & mighty roar
for all the world like a clap of thunder. You could feel
the earth shudder under the blmw; The severed Lrunk was
blood-red where cut, a full &ft across, with white sap
cozing from the pores and a smell like Fermenting wine.
It measured =20 ft long on the grouwnd, B photo was taken
of all the conferernce, delegates starndivg in lime on the

fallen trurnk.

‘Karri timber is used fou bridgewark, railway
slespers arnd jetty constructicon. Its life is irndefinite -

but what a sacrifice to win it!

The fallen trunk was sawrn into SO0FE lengihs and
bullocks towed a wire hawser to these, which were then
pulled to the rallway tracks by a stationmary steam
haulier, using snatch blocké attached to standing twgnks
tm:negotiate bernds in the track through the forest.
Never have I seen a more awe—inspiring sight thar cre of

these giants fallirng through the swrocunding trees.

We visited twa State saw mills at Pemberton where
the trurks were sawn into planks and sleepers — the ocuter
ba;k waste being deposited by a cornveyor belt onto an
ever—smouldering heap. "“Toerehy™ and I had a swim in a

zecliuded pool among the trees behind the station.

This was the country so vividly described by Thomas

Wood in "Cobbers". I met same of the characters in his



book and took some of my best—ever photos in this

chﬁtﬁy. Everr inm moncchrome it offered scerne after zcerne

of great beauty, with the sunlight filterirng through the

trees and the multi-colouwred bark of the trurks.

After dinner on our luxwrious tourist train I went
for & walk round the district with Mr Pope, an engineer
Tyrom Pdelaide. Crassing a railway bridge, we smelled
smoxke- and found a red-hot smouldering log lying right
begidé the woaden bridge — evidently the result of a camp
fire improperly extinguished. We climbed dowr, fourd
some old cement bags, scaked these in the creek and beat
the 1lcog ti1ll it was black-cut. A fresh wind could have‘

caused the fire to spread and endanger the bridge.

Mext morving cur Eraiv moved to Kirup, and we
climbed the 108t forestry lockont tower, perched'on a
Pise in the ground and used ta detect fires. This is a
larnd of ups and downs ~ Kirup, Boyarup, Balingup,

Manjimup, and s O

After inspectihg the Harvey River Diversion scheme,
which reduces a 45 mile couwrse to 14 miles, and the
as%oaiated welr and irrigation reservoir, we returned to
Ferth im time to have a brief locok at the last twoe races
of the "Trots", of harness-racing as it iz called
nowadays_— a most popular sport in Perth with a

magnificent illumiwviated track.

/O



I was very impressed with Perth and its
surroundings.  Smaller than Adelaide, it‘still seemed
bigger - maybe because its shops were spread more widely.
The streets were lined with fire buldings and, situated
as it is on the banks of the graceful Swan River, it is a
charming city with ome of the best climates inm the worid.
"Torehy” Thomas and I shared a railway compartment back
to Adelaide. We resclved to keep in touch with one

ariobher.

I had missed Phyll very much dwing my absernces at
Bordevrtown and Perth. We were very much irn love, but I
had resclved not to enter into any marriage commitment
umtill aniversity studies were over and I had the prospect
of a steady jobk. These hurdles were now cleared., My
pravisional appointment as Evngivneer had beern armounced,
during my Ferth visit, in the PME Central Office,
Megbaurﬂa. I praoposed to Fhyll on the day I retuwrrned to
Adelaide from Perth. She accepted, with some hesitation.
. The prospect of having to leave her faﬁily ard live in
Melbournte worried ﬁer. We decided that, if my
appointment was confirmed, I would spend six months
locking for a switable house and furmishings iy Melbourne

before returning to Adelaide for owr wedding.

We bought the ring on BApril 16th and on the same day
the appointments bf Don Burnard, Stan Chaprar and myself,

as Engineers irn the Department in Victoria, were

confirmed iv the Commorwealth Gazette. It meant that we



would not bave to sit for the Departmerntal Erngiveers

Exant.

The prospect of working in "the big city”" was
exciting, although it meant leavimg my Tamily who had
beern so good to me. Marjorie and I had been given a
wonderful educaticon, and were shielded from the rigors of
the Great Depressiarm, through the self sacrifice and
devaotion of cur parents. UWe were rot a demonstrative

family but we had stromg Tamily ties.

We were informed that I should take up duty iwm
Melbourne Central office on Jume.ath and Dow Burrnsyd on
Jurne 15th. Don married Doone Mengerson in Rdelaide in
Rpril. Staw, with his young wifé, Dova, was ta go to

Melbourne earlier to work in the Victaorian Brawnch.

My childhoad hernia had beern causing me some
coneerrn, so I decided o have it cleared by an operation
which Pequireq a shdrt,stay inm haspital. I ghared a ward
i Narma Hospital én South Terrace with a young
missionary—elect, who had the same operatiorn. We baoth
suffered from inability to pass water for a day or bwx
aféerwards, arid I remember a rnwrse walking beside cour
beds, pouring water fram a jug ivtc a container ~ in thé

hope that this would stimualate ooy plumbing facilities.

I was sorry to be losing Frank 0'Grady as a boss.

He had beern wornderfully considerate and encouraging to



me, makirng it possible for me to conmtivue to gain
engineering experience through the depression years when
narny of my fellow studernts found engineering wori
unabtainable on completion of their urniversity course.
This meant that they had to wait yearse for their degvee;
which required 18 months work experience appropriate to

’

their course.

Framk said he thought he could arrange for me teo
taka'ﬁp my appointment iwm Melbouwrne at the Research
Laboratories of Central Office. This made m? moave to
Melbourne deoubly exciting. For many years I had been
subscribing to the monthly "Meccarnc Magazine”. This
contained well written scocunts of major enginmeering
works all over the world, snd about this time it begarm to
publish a series of articles about the ekperimeﬁtal
television equipment being developed in England by John
Lagia Baird. The congcept of trarmsmititing images by
mechanical ang electrical eqguipment fired my imaginatiorn.
I resclved to follow these developments and find cut all
I could from publsihed literature about the processes
invalved. Raird was employing a mechanical scarming
system and his reproduced pictures were very small, with
pogr detail ard confired to small objects — but he was
persistent ivm his erndeavours. I hoped that in Melbouwﬁe
I might become involved in the sventual introdaction of

television in ARustralia.



Oy June Sth the OFficers of the-Eﬂgiﬂeering Branch
iv Adelaide presented me with a farewell gift - a chimiﬁg
martel clock. They knew of my marriage plans. I said it

was a wvery timely gift.

I had packed my books, records, drawing board,
bookshelves and study table ready for transport to
Melhourne. O Jurme &th I caught the Melbouwrrne Express,
farewglled at the statiow by Phyil, my family, SEQEPal
Friends and relatives. The die was rcast. My

professional carveer was about o begin in earnesh.



