
CHAPTER FIVE

Bachelor in Melbourne

Wher dad told the Mitchell family of my pending move

ta Melbourne, they very generously invited me to stay

with them until I found suitable lodgings.

Jim Mitchell, accompanied by two black and white

cocker spaniels, met me at the Spencer Street static an

the mering of Sunday June 7th 1936 and drove me to their

delightful two-storey home in St Kilda Street, Middle

Brighto - a cocker standing on my lap, his head out the

window and ears flapping in the breeze. They made me

very welcome, but I wished to be independent ard wanted

to impose c their generosity no lager than necessary,

Mrs Mitchell was a warm, homely person, but her husband

was always cold and somewhat alcf. i discussed likely

areas for boarding», and he suggested South Yarra or East

It was a 45 minute trip to the city from Middle

Brighta - a log journey by Adelaide standards, First

by electric tram te St Kilda, then by electric train to

% Fl irders Street. I was amazed by the crowd of pecple

walking up the ramps ta the static exit, Never had I

been engulfed in such a crowd.

of faces, and not one I knew!

Thcesands upon thousands

In those days it was said

ta be one of the busiest stations in the world. That was
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羨 becau皿e nearl y all the Sltburban l i r,es terrn i nated at the

one stat ion.

After report ing to the PMG Cer,tral Off ice in

Tre邑sury Gardens I sper,t f ive hom、s dr iv ing around Soltth

yarr~a and Eぶst Melbourr,e w i th Star, Chapm磁n, who was

work ing in the V ictor ian Branch in Spencer Street . We

looked at fourteen lod g ings advert ised in the morn ing

p贔por, 贔nd the ri,ost prom is ing was "Yalcow innふ " at No. e

Queens Road, Alber、t Park. The landlady , Mr日Partr id ge,

sa id 日he had another Adela ide rnan stay ing there - Max

Nankerv i 儡．Max and I had been together at Sa ints! Bob

Mood ie was stay in g at another lod g ing in日pected at South

Yarra. I contacted them both, for an op in ion. Bob was

not very sat is f ied but Ma)(sa id "Yalcow inna" was good, s〇

I booked there frc,rn the nex t weekend - a s ri,al l room but

onl y 30/- a week i l",clud in g ri,eals, w i th a fterr,oc,n tea on

Saturd贔y誓 磁nd Sundays.

Th is was tc, be my home for the ne>< t s ix months. In

a qu i te spac ious g紅den, i t overlook臼d Alb..rt Park - w i th

lake and gol f l inks - at the curv in g north end o f Que町 9S

Ro贔d, 霊erv iced by Queens Lar,e at the rear. Today i t h諏S

been replaced by the Total izator Agency Board bcti ld ing .

M心Partr id ge was _" motherl y West Austral ian woman w i th

gr曇y ing red ha ir and a Rolls Royce. She ran her

證儒tabl i 置hment very eff ic ier,tl y . Meal 儡 were served in the

large d in ir, g roon, by a ur, i forrned wa i tress w i th a rnenc,

C訊 ドd, ar,d the rc,oms were kept spc,tlessl y clear,. The



electric tram trip to the city along beautiful tree-lined

St Kilda Road took cly B minutes for a twopery fare.

I began work in the PMG Research Laboratories at 59

Litt le Collins Street. The Supervising Engineer, mr S.H.

Witt, was a small mar, slightly built with impeccable

ma1mere» His thick growth cf black hair was always

brushed smoothly back from a high forehead. He gave the

impressicn of an enmous reservoir af suppressed

vitality, with piercing eyes and a slightly aquiline

rise " He spoke softly, but forcibly. dy first session

with him lasted 0 mirutes and he talked about all the

wok of the laboratories, founded by him in 1923. His

favourite saying was "There is no substitute for

enthusiasm" - of which he had plenty.

I was placed in the laboratory Facilities Section

der Divisional Engineer Alan Lorimer, who reported to

the Assistant Supervising Engineer, Eric Wright. There I

did acceptance tests or new laboratory equipment ard

calibrated various types qf instruments - not very

inspiring work but it gave me a working knowledge cf a

wide range of equipment.

y desk on the first floor was beside a window

overlooking the walled back garder cf the ultra-select

lelbaurne Club, separated from the Laboratories by the

narrow cul-de-sac Club Lare. A well-kept lawn separated

the Cluh buildings from the fives-courts at the Little
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［． ＜ごヽ J. :t ins Street end. In f ine weathet、 I crfter' saw a

'-m l fo9~h1ed but l 己l·'C和コss the lawn w i th dr iY,ks c,n a cs1L ヽJ匂‘‘

•salver. Immed iatel y below my ,, inc如w was a steep 」. -f’

巳• J.0 p ]、ng slate roof at the back of the Club. P i ge,,:,)「心

因 c,u id al i ght at the top of t.h i をr-.,:":,f and f ind 1 t t ,こ"こi

st E，Ep to ga in a footho l. d. so they 竺 i9 iddecj do因 百 t: ’-i tr1 巴

b こ, t torn, w i th clav,s trant icall y try i y, g to brake, fel i. o f i'

己md flapped back to the top tc, repeat the hopele,；戸

procedure. I dec ided that p i gE.,or's had mo more 巳ra ir 』 巳

than the fowls of rny ch i ldhoc,d.

Theャ-e were two other graduate竺on the Laborふtory

をシ 七 ビ, f f recru i ted as new en g ineers from outs ide the

Serv ice, B i l.I Boswell an己Ern Pa 1 freyma,,-,.

I tho,_1,Jh t Melbourne in 193らwas wond臼9へ ful.

Yal に i,,ias clc,se eY,ou gh to the c i t y for rne t •こ， レバ：tl k to

囚cr:べ. iY, f ine weather. Down the beaut i ful boul 巳V邑rd of St

1~べ i ld2, RoacJ •n th i ts four 1 ines of plaY,e t ゃees, ac.·r•9こ屯,Cc the

I{ 1 ver Yar on F~r i nceS Eh••、 i d ge ;i nt o eバPJamst on st ·，•1e t，t , pふst

t he, tJ ロth1c 11r«-;,deur,:, f the tr i ple-sp ired St f：'a,ぃ9,L 巴

l,at i-.,ecira.t to G!ueens "alk at the cc,rneゃ ，：9 f e,:, J. l l)勺E9 し；tr~ （き に代' “

ト澄re wa,s the fasc inat ion o f the w indows ot Henry PucいS

臼 t,9二,re fo.'ヘrnem amd, wl t h im the arcaoe, the· V ictor1am

ピ ＇：~心’ 巳rnrnent Tour ist Bureau. Turn ing r i gh t into C,:<l J. ins

Street I passed the choc,コlate shop and m ilk bar o·f 丘rr丘砕5℃

日l. i l ler· ー 一 a meet ing place for young people and the

e(U J. \,' ふ i ent ,こt f 臼dela ide's. Beeh ive じ 亡9r ·，••9er 。 Them t t·, 巴 9 ・・' .i 琴a

はr心 i ,: t:; C！ 四9 ， t し1 1~9 巳r屈認 ·, 尤 i―澤 ぃtr国~ ： 1：：e ぶ1,:, ご, fne芦：- ,_ , :' th仁

• -- 、 `
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n·,eoso pl··, i 亡al Bu1ld i·cけ］ 囀 the gl さ．mour f l l lecl showeaseミ ， 二9 f

白t iーいこi j~ 叫—;ml t h, Sc心 ） ec. 9y▼ 叶·,ot ographer, and the Met rct

「heO ，ョ tre. Crこ'SSlng R,A 三 缶ell Street I came to the fru i t

c.,hop o f Jcヽr·,as w i th i ts array c, f exqu is i te trop ical fru i t

1.mobta in«ble any しv1ーパヨre else in Melbourne.

l t ,ー し や 杓 巴d 1ET t 1 r,to L)< i1 1 ヒ, i t j.on Street , past th 巳

0cc i de1·,t a, 1 Hotel t ,ご,reac t·, the Research Laborator ies just

around t he co•9可勺 巴r l i , し— ●l t t i e c;ol ]. i rぽ; Street .

Many o f' t i-, 巴 日e landrnarks alas a,、e no rnc,re. Bu i id ings

ヒ，et,,1een the Catheclゃal a,·,d the Regent have beer, dernol ished

and reolaced by th巴 こ こ99l C.、rete rか＝,nstr ，二,s i t y called the C i t y

squar•E弓anci the Res巳r-•Ve ヒank. mow F i ses uhere the

Occ1d 巴 百tal ，こ,nee 三t ：こいこ,d. In 1'33ら th四 l irn i t he i gh t for c i t y

bu ild ings vむas 132 feet 2"nd I th ink the c i t y was bet ter

for i t . Then 庄9-lm.l.l g t9 t. COuld rnorてeaこ il y show of f the

" F•9 云r1 巳 End'~ o f i一 心U i 百 <s. ci treet , t ャ·,.,·o,•i in~1 pat terns of plane

tree 乞，h adoいが三 ，：,n the, ·;'l ふ 目 ［］Eqej p 己 ャ＇ 已 f9] 己 'r9 t 29 "', 1 tI• i st r→ ]. I3ed

awri l n g 巳 可•E心1 n g t h巳 e i 巳 garrt． レ，＇ J. ） ＇ ．i （あこ心 笠 o•r e9){elus ive shops.

i r•9 ビ ）｛ h l b l t :'0名 ：2,-．r Ee ·，ー ゼ 巳E4. 9•託ふCelー ， し1 t tle [こoll ir虚 and

E9 ，コ しい＾ke Eitreet 竺 ， 五 し~ ＇c«:~C t ! ; 巳 こ ぶc:.tern r,1 示r• 松et - a 巴tune's

throvJ from t 日e I.々 cー 竺·ear•こ．h LEt t3 tS~ ―i t-, l S a 1 S0 1 s mo mo t" 巴 “ I t

wasc. repl ご9 仁ecj b ,ヽ, the ~’ ぶ1 ど, t i ふl bouthec•rn じ 和＝,ss Hotel. The

Cont i r,ent a 1 G和二,cery ot 卜r•,ar•IZ ，こ心Cl＿ し 巨 ied the L i t tle Col i i.ns

St ret c,:,1·'n巳r; しm i que in 193已 ， i t had sawdust strewn,:,,,-,

the fl,::,oゃa ·，r,d Fr ごm ；~~ず 炉JE• 1 com巳□ ！ 一i :I ． こ，~ 立~ （こ• i e--ct cl ientel巳by

~fi 己ril 巳 ＂ 臼e I一~， ぷ 巳 ） ： ；―； 9:_-9,:•-9 l ー ー［ ご ：コ ご ： 一t （ざ 已 ． ＿ ＿ー ： 『 ：ぇ J ・ ； 兄 迅 は こ：一 石； r： : e L\ •r9 9::'bt: e＇:9、l9ー ， 己 t9 1 巳



elsewhere. Next door was a wonderful hardware shop where

you cold buy every kind cf tradesman's tool, c screws

counted out to your specification. This shop still

operated a system qf wire-directed catapulted cash­

carriers, converging on the central elevated desk of a

cashier - like the one that fascinated me ir my childhcd

at Port Adelaide, Other shops round the periphery f

this market housed a leatherworker, a basket weaver, a

locksmith, a florist, a picture framer, a music store and

many other specialists. Within this surrounding

rectangle was a musty secondhand bookshop that repaid

critical browsing in the lunch hour,

Walking across to Bourke Street you could travel

down town on a cable car« The driving farce fq this was

a hidden cable, ruming at a steady pace within a thin

channel in the road ard driven by a distant "engine

house". [he cable car was in two parts. The frat

"dummy" was quite open, with two slatted garden-like

seals back-to-back and a smaller set across the fret

mid" Betwee these seats stood the "gripman", with c

hard or a vertical lever and the cbher c bell-pull.

When he pulled the lever a great pair of pircens,

projecting through the slot in the road, grabbed the

bl@ and the car moved forward at a steady 13 m.p.h.

Ari enclosed saloqn car was coupled to the rear cf

this dummy and both ran on rails let inta the roadway,

udheri the cable car negotiated a curve the gr"ipmar had +c



release the cable (which then ran round a huge

underground pulley) and let the car coast around until he

could apply the grip once more. He also had ar emergency

brake for emergency stops, with the cable released. If

this had te be applied or a corner (to avoid collision

with another vehicle) the car would be stranded with rice

meais gf propulsion and all the passengers then had to

alight and push till the cable could be engaged cce

mare

The car travelled down Rourke Street to the

accompaniment of clangs from the bell of the dummy. Yau

could buy # strip qf yellow tickets for one shilling;

which would give you eight trips within the city section,

It was a delightful way to travel up and dawn Bourke

Street, and I revelled in it. The cable car system was

dismantled in 1940 but cable car No1 was preserved for

several years ir a glass case in Russell Street at the

rear of the State Museum. Double-decker buses togk cver

from the cable cars in Bourke Street, but these were

eventually replaced by electric trams.

I had a favorite week-end walk in fire weather

through the lovely Botanical Garders, sloping down to an

ornamental lake where the noise of the nearby city was

lost in bhe surrounding trees. Then acrcms the River cm

Anderson Street Bridge, over the railyards by the

footbridge to the tiny historic suburb cef Jolimont and

through the Fitzroy Bardens with their avenues cf trees



laid out ir the pattern of the Union Jack. There was the

quaint cottage of Captain Cook, brought piecemeal from

England in 1933 and reassembled to celebrate the

Melbourne centenary«

Sq@times on Sunday I would pause at the north end

f Rines Bridge and listen to the "soap box orators"

between the River and the railway lines - holding forth

at great length ta mildly interested and very mixed rings

f people - o religion, anti-religion or Communism.

They just seemed ta need to express themselves fg the

sake cf doing so.

evey large city,

I suppose you find people like that in

Christ Church, South Yarra, St Paul's Cathedral and

the Romar Catholic St Reten's Cathedral were all within

walking cdistarce far me. I tried them all,

Doi and Doe Burnard arrived frg Adelaide in their

trusty old car "Albert" a week after I came to Melbourne,

and found themselves a house ta rent in Dakleigh about 9

miles from the city« It was still under construction and

would rid be ready fer a menth. Meanwhile they boarded

in South Yarra. They came be dinner with me at

Yalcowinna and Mrs Partridge gave us a vacant *rem'roam

with a blazirg fire to enjoy each ether's company, She

was very thoughtful. De began work in the Telephone

Equipment Section in Treasury Bardens. le balked

together daily by phee arl after writ c lunchtime walks
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roLmd the c i t y . I often had 1L1nch w i th Bob Mood ie who

wc,rked in the Deput y Crown Sc,l ic i tor's 口f f ice, and r,9y

紐cond cocis in Peter Newell who lived at Wぶr,t irnぶ • •Torchy

Thon,桑｀ introduced me tc, n,e四t ing霊o f' the I.E. A. and the

Rostrc1n1 Mover~ent , so I was Y,ot lc,r,el y but I ni issed Phyl l.

Th紐 pack ing case cor,t a i rd ng my we、rk desk, draw ing

board, boc,kshelves, bc,oks and gramophc,r,e records arr ived

by goods tra in and was del ivered to Yalcow inna on the

morn ing of Saturday JLtne 20th in the coldest frost fc,r

elever, mc,nths. I spent the day unpack in g , ar,d ther,

repack in g th ings not r,eeded in my rooni . Th is made n,e 15

m inLttes late for d inner at the C.T.A. Club w i th Phyll's

father, who was v is i t in g Melbourne c,n bus iness. He sa id

"YoL1'11 have to get out o f th is hab i t ' " He was a

日t ickler fc,r pLtnctual i t y , and always rnade me feel l ike a

m isbeh曇v in g 日choc,lboy . I endeavoL1red to persLtade h im tc,

let Phyll corne to Melbourne for a few days so that we

COLtld lc,c,k at fL1rrd t ure and hc,uses tc, gethet·、.Mr W ill ianis

ぉa id he would "see abc,ut that later, but nc,t ir, the

w inter". Phyll and I exchanged let ters three t imes a

week ar,d t 磁l ked by phone once a rnont h.

I played my f irst round c, f gc,l f at the Albert Park

co,1rse w i th Stan Chapman at the end o f Jur,e. I t was

f ine, but very cold. Wher, we h i t off a t 8. 30 a. m. the

lake wa日deathl y st ill, w i th an overhan g ing m ist . The

trees on the d istar,t bank reflected perfectl y ir, the

st i 11 water. The greens weャ"e fast , but dew-covet•、ecl, and



a putted ball threw up a curved spray as it rolled -

leaving a track in the frosty surface. Stan tied up his

trousers like bowyengs to keep the cuffs dry, I often

played there with John Macvean, a banker of about my age,

who shared a table with me and his sister Mary st

Yalcowina. Jim Mitchell came ta dinner with me ore

evening and I found that he and Jahn had been together at

Brighten Brammar.

Bob Madie also dined with me at Yalcowinna. He

thought the menage was better than the lodgings he shared

with his sister Alison in South Yarra, so in mid-@ugust

they both moved to upstairs rooms at No.g Queers Road.

later Lionel Bridgland came to stay, and briefly Jack

Treleaven, so that with Max Nankervis and myself there

were five old Saints boys staying there - an unusual

sssmbly in a boarding house so far from home. Errol

Cobe, journalist and author of the book "Hell's Airport"

also ,joined us. He had beer the official pilot cf the

1930 Lasseter expedition into Central Australia ard was

the first pilot to land an aircraft at Ayers Rock. He

married Alison Moodie, Rob's charming yang sister.

I was saving furiously fa car married heme. I

found I could lunch at ninepence a day for a pie, a

sandwich and two cakes delivered by the office boy - who

also made tea three times a day far 1/6 per fortnight

includng milk and sugar, Entertainment was very cheap.

A seat at the cinema was less than E/", you could attend



a symphory concert fo as little as £/a and a seat in

the gods" at the theatre was e/10.

provided for one such luxury a wek.

This was my weekly budget

An average of 2/&

Bord ard lodging
5 lunches at 9d
3 teas per weekday
laundry (ex Yalccwinra)
6 Reburn bra fares
4 Newspapers
Haircut (once per fortnight)
4 Postage stamps
2 Tins qf cigarettes (1/4 for BO)
latches
Radiator use
Church collection
Gcf green-fee
Amusements (average)

L

1

s d

10 0
3 9

9
5 0
2o

- 6
E
8

a 8
1

1 0
6

3 0
2 6

Total a - 1a -11

Out of my weekly salary of L6-&-0 (after deduction

cf superannuation and insurance paymerts) I aimed ta bank

L3-6-0 each week, with the object of saving about L100 by

the end af the year plus some back-pay ani bank and band

interest. This left me about 7/- per week for clothing,

Ir 1936 a suit of clothes plus a pair of shoes, a hat,

two shirts ard two pairs of socks could be bought far

L10, so I considered the 7/- weekly was adequate for

clcdhirg»

Melbourne weather had been very cold ard wet since

my arrival. I purchased a small electric radiator fc my

ro, for the use qf which I was ba pay Mrs Partridge a

permy ha* penny per her - a small price for the comfqt



it provided. I also bought an electro-magnetic

gramophoe pickup fa dad, ta replace my own which I had

brought ta Melbourne, I joined Myer's lending library at

a half-year subscription ef 1Q/- for one book and one

magazine.

The J.E.Williamson G and S Company began a farewell

seamso at His Majesty's Theatre in July. I saw them do

the Mikado, Ruddigore, Patience, princess Ida, The

Gqdoli@rs and The Yeomen of the Burd. The cast was

much the same as the year before in Adelaide, but with

newcomers Evelyn Hall and Winifred Lawson. I joined the

Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Victoria, st the absurdly

law subscriptici qf 10/- a year, and saw them do The

Sorcerer with Raul Fiddian (an cld prince's boy from

Adelaide) in the name-part of John Wellington Wells, a

dealer in magic and spells. He was excellent, serving

also as secretary of prince's gld collegians in Victoria

and eventually becoming Corert Manager fo the Melbourne

Symphony Orchestra.

I shared these theatre experiences with my friends,

Do, Dooe, Bob, John and Torchy Thomas, with occasional

visits to the cinema. I was particularly impressed by

the State Theatre cinema in the Naish-inspired building

at the corner of Flinders and Russell Streets. No Moslem

priest called the faithful to prayer from the clock­

bearing tower, but the ceiling inside was curved ard

ainbed sky-blue with stars winking here and there and



drifting clouds projected c to it. The edges of this

ceiling were masked by parapets with statues and foliage

and the overall effect was quite realistic. You really

cold imagine you were in the open air, with the parapet

rising in front to an crate proscenium arch above the

sc2nee31«

phyll was allowed to visit Melbourne fo ten days ir

late August, arriving by rain with her father. She

stayed at the Caulfield house cf Mr Braddock - a business

associate of pr Williams. Those ten days were filled

with happy reunions and sightseeing. kde went ta the

cinema together, visited D~one and Don in their home and

spent a Saturday morning choosing bedroom, dining rocm

and lounge furniture at a total cost of cly Lio0, Phyll

had studied catalogues I had posted to fdelaide. Far a

deposit of LS this furniture was to be stored free qf

charge until after our honeymoo.

During my months of bachelor existence my frierds

were very gad to me. I had several dinners at the hones

gf" Don and Doane Burnard and Torchy and Mari Thomas, and

invited them back to Yalccirna in returrw Bob Moodie

book me by train to Ballarat ta meet his parents and

sister Heather. Mr Moodie was then manager cf the Rank

gf NSk there and I was very impressed with that city

the centre of the gold rush in the 1850s. Bob crave me

round the city in the family car. we saw the beautiful

Robaial Gardens with the magnificant display cf



Begon ia岱 i r, i t日conservatory . Lake Wer,do 1.1ree, the

d isused gold m ines and the s i te of the Eureka Stockade

where the onl y b函t tl 墨 fo t.1 ght c,r, Au日tr孤l ian 皿o i l took

place - between the m il i t ia and the m iners who

demonstrated aga in日t the 18:54 l icens ing systern fc, t、 gold­

d i g gers. We ret 1.1rned that n i gh t tc, a r贔 i ny Melbourne.

Melbourne' 日weather 桑lways inv i te皿comment . The

r. l 磁 irn that th i 饂 c: i t y c:an hav警 four 璽easons in one day i 日

not w i tho 1.1t foundat ion. I fo 1.md that in soh1e months the

weather c:0 1.,ld bLlild 1.1 p to an extremel y hot day w i th a

bl i 皿ter in g north w ind d曇V曇lop in g - ther, a s 1.1dden change

w i th the w ind sw ing ing ro 1.1nd to the so 1.1th and the

temperature dropp ing to 30oF in 20 m inutes, followed by

ra in pers ist in g for several day価．Th i 鬱 c:yc: le frorn f ine

to wet often occup ied c1bo 1.1t a week, so that there could

somet imes be a success ion of wet weekends w i th f ine week­

days. In November there w日re ten consecut ive days of

ra in.

In DeC紐mber I heard my f irst C icada日．These insects

emerge from holes in the groL1r,d and cl ir,,b into trees. In

th⇔earl y even ing , one ( they are abc,Lit twc, ir,ches lon g )

WOl<ld be g ir, t c:, " 霞 ing " , ar,d almost imhH!d i 訊tel y there WOltld

be hundred日s ing ing in ltn isc,n on the 日ame nc,te. They

kept th is lt p for hours on 日nd, e i ther j 四t before c:,r just

a fteY'ra in. I under四tand the note is produced by rltbb in g

the ir legs agぷ inst the ir w ings. Sc,met irnes i t car, be



quite deafening, as I knew from my proximity to the trees

at Yalccwinma.

Dc ard Deoe took me fo outings in their trusty

"Albert". In June we drove ta Ferntree Bully and

Relgrave in the Dandenong Ranges, with a walk through

Sherbrooke Forst. I% had reined most of the mening and

we fqnd everything - ground, bracken and tree ferns

teeming with moisture in the shade cf the lefty

eucalypts., The ground was thick and springy with layers

of moist, rotting leaves, and the trunks qf tree ferns

were padded with a bright green covering of feathery

mc9ss" le made our precarious way down ta the bed cf a

creek, glad we were wearing old clothes.

first ta slip and fall over

Do was the

It was slow going along the creek bed. The

urdergrowth was very heavy, and we had ta climb over many

brurks cf huge fallen trees covered with thick moss.

Going a ahead, I stepped from a trunk en to what leaked

like solid ground and went ir over my ankles in mud,

triking deeper with every step. I struggled on to the

bank and climbed upwards for about gg minutes c my or,

I seemed to be hearing the cry of same birds - a

warbling, then a series cf repeated robes, then the sharp

"whip!!" qr the coachwhip bird. As I climbed higher I

saw a large grey body move through the bracken some yards

ahead, and I thought "the Lyre Rind'!



I stood stock still, the song broke gut again, quite

ar« I advanced very slowly and quietly, step by step -

then all at one I saw it through the bracken about a0

iec

feel away. A large grey bird, and as it sang I could see

the loose throat vibrating with the trills. gf+er a

lifelike imitation cf a kookaburra's laugh it gave a

series qf trills, then a "whip!!" exactly like a

cochwhip bird, This recital continued for about 10

minutes with a few pauses, the bird standing almost

stationary. Then it burned and spread its tail upright

ad about 30" high with two long browr side feathers

curling at the ends and several fine long feathery

strands qf light grey in between - fer all the wold like

a stringed lyre.

of a leghorn fowl.

The dark grey body was about the size

I crouched stock still, peering

through the bracken. It scratched the ground fc a

minute er two, then moved qt*f,

I made my way to where it had stood, and found a

circular area, about g or 3 feet in diameter, which had

beer scratched all over till there were no leaves er moss

co the moist, grey earth. This apparently was ce cf the

mends" which the cock birds make to dance cn, I moved

cauticsly forward, and there it was again silently

scratching the ground. Two tree trunks partly hid me, I

med bo gerb a better view, and it heard me. Sh ca±rig no

sign of alarm it made off, picking its way daintily

through the bracken.



hey say Lyre Birds are generally quite unafraid of

human beings, but very hard to find except at certain

! .'
N
I

times qf the year and in the early morning.

luck to see this one about «p.m, in June.

I had the

Its tail and

its sorg were marvellous. I turned and clambered

downhill back to the creek, calling te Don. Vadces don'b

carry far in this thick forest. Reaching the car some

distance from the creek bed I found Dee already there,

n called "Don, I've seen a Lyre Bird!" He called back

"G ca " Mgy*re a liar!"

I told them all about it. I dee' t suppose we wold

have seen it if we had all been together - we would have

made too much noise - but I was sorry they had missed it.

I was glad to get heme and change my mud-filled shoes and

sciks.

Melbourne has a "Show Day" holiday in September.

Jill Lucy+ who had completed her rursirg course in

Adelaide, was doing a special course at the Melbourre

women' s Hospital. kibh Jill, De and Dcne drove me in a

south easterly direction for a picnic lunch near

Cockatoo, about 36 miles away. It had been raining

intermittently and we had cur lunch at Tqomuc - chops

cooked er a camp fire and toast washed down with billy

i ea. On the way back "Albert" became hopelessly bogged

ab a dip in a rough track.
;

Half an hour's work digging,

baling and putting logs and sacks under the wheels was

fruitless. Dao and Jill decided to walk back fa help.



blhen they returned with a man and a hose, Albert was

dcn to the ruing boards. Attaching a chair, the horse

pulled it cut in five minutes. be thanked Heaven, and

gave the man '/- Back at the Burnard home Dor and I had

had baths while Doe prepared tea. Wde had reason to

remember Tconuc. it ws tog mucky fc wands!

Jill was soon to be engaged to Miggs Chapman, who

was gaining his engineering experierce in England. I kept

ir touch with my old friends by letter. Eric Cottrell

had beer appointed Assistant Surveyor at Broken Hill,

Calin Noodie was son to leave the Adelaide Supreme Court

ard take up a positic in the Department of Exterral

Affairs in Canberra, Gavin Walkley and Calin Kerr Grant

were studying at Cambridge and Cuth Bammar was doing

well as ar accctant in Adelaide« Jahn Thompson

retuned ta Adelaide o leave in October; he wrote to me

fro Colomba on his way back to England. Rolfe and Rita

Roehm were married in Adelaide, but I saw them with Do

ad Dome when they passed through Melbourne.

i spent a weekend with the Newell family at

Want irna, about 1a miles east of Melbourne. Ned Newell

had retired from the Eastern Extensic Cable Campany ir

the northern islands at Labuar, and named his home after

it. Hilda, his wife, was another of mother's Hardy

family cousins and ran a florists shop in Camberwell with

her daughter Heler. They were a most interesting family

with very different personalities. The eldest s peter
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ふ was a budd ing arch i tect , Heler, was then at a jazz-crazed

f li1 pper stage, Ar,d ャ~ew was about to 印tudy rn墨d ic ine and

Nancy was a g i g gl ing el ever, year c,ld, craz y abc,ut horses.

Ned had the most del i gh t ful puck ish sense of hctrnour and

H ilda wa s;; warm and motherl y . I fel t very much at home.

They had a lovel y v iew c, f the Dar,der,or,gs acrc,ss an

orchard-f illed valley . On Sur,day we drove tc, Healesv i 1 le

and the Maroondah Darn through valleys of tall t imber and

tree ferns. H ilda's brother, Frar,k Hardy , l ived w i th

them and hel ped Ned ir, the c,rchard aY,d garde,..,.

冬

Torchy and Mar i Thc,r11as were very gc,od to me. I

spent sev書ral even ings at the ir Glen Ir is home l isten in g

to recoドds arid they drove n,e roLmd the SL1burbs w i th the ir

two small daughters. Torchy spemt son1e,;,verd r, gs as a

tutor at Ormond College at the Ur, ive t·'s i t y . Or, the

Mel bo 1.1rr,e Cup hol iday they drc,v<> me t c, Frankst on and

Morn in g tor, on the easterr, s ide of_Pc,rt Ph ill i p Bay . We

had lunch amon g the tea trees overlc,ok ir, g the yell c:,w

日 磁r,ded beach slop ing dc,wr, tc, the deep b l.LI>'? water at

F t、ankstor. , then ex plored the rocky coast at Mo,、r, i 1°, g tc,n

u i th i t $ shal low pools f i 1 1ed w i th gr｀eem and yellow sea

凸m紐mone翫 ，balloon- like jell yf ish float in g w i th g ドeer, and

p 1.1rple l i ghts ar,d t iny fat f ish dar、 t ing amc,r, g the rc,cks.

B母ck at Glen l l" is we heard the Cup had been wor, by am

0L1ts ider at 100 tc, c,r,e !

I had brough t my "Wh i t in g " ele c:tro-roag,oet i c:

gr、amophone p ick-up and rny "S imrl ！笞99:n引'78 ャ'Pm synch,. 、ov•IOUS



令

ほleetr ic turntable froM Adela ide, w i th the object o f

bu ild in g them into e r <!ld io grar~. I purchased a

皿uper~heterodyne rad io r巴C巴 iv櫓r cha日s is in M曲lbouゃne amd a

12" dynan, i c loLtdspeaker, a fter test in g these in the

Lebora1tor ies ir, my spare t iMe. Then I found a har,dso 『Ile

磁nd well made second-hand cab inet , w i th a l i ft-u p l id,

for onl y 30/-, wh ich I had del ivered to Yalcc.w inna 鱈

Work in g after hours in the Laboratc, ャ｀y carperrter• s shop I

eonstruet 鬱,d wooden pockets fo~·、 the storege o f reco,、ゴs on

e i ther s ide o f the turr,t.,;,ble, s c:, that these would all f i t

ins ide the cab inet beneath the lid.

I Y'l Dctobe,...Mrs Part ,... id ge rooved rne into a r,ew ar,d

much b i g ge,...,...c,om in a Y'!ewl y completed w i l'l g c,n the south

笞 ide of the blt i ld i l'l g , overlc,ok i l'l g Albeドt Park. She

,...efu日od to inc',...ease my rent , as she sa id 臼he had made a

contract w i th me when I f i,...st came anci I was be ing rnoved

to 誓u i t he,...conven ience. The,...e.,...e r,c,t many lar,dlad ies

l ike Mrs Pa,...tr id ge! She was a deぶ ,... .

Over two rnc,nths I cornpleted the assembl y o f rny

rad iogram in my new roc,m, ar,d was well sat is i fed w i th the

resL1l ts. I o fter, enterta ined my fr iends w i th rec,o,ヽds

there, W i th a c,erta i r, arno i.mt o f Lt pdat i r, g that racl io g ,、am

prov ided me w i th rnus i c, fc,r the nex t 26 year｀s.

In Novemb書r I be g a.n tc, lc,ok for a house for Phyl 1

and mysel f . We had dec ided to be nia ャ`·' ied in Adela ide on

December 30th, and I wcヽ r·,ted to f ind,; hc,use that wがC9:,ul l~I



rent and move into or return frc cur honeymoon. Toehy

Thomas asked if I would like to drive through some ef the

easterrn suburbs before joining his family for tea at Glen

Iris. It was Saturday, and I had been reading the

"houses to let" columns in the morning paper.

typical of his friendship, and I was delighted.

This was

He drove

me to Heidelberg, Eaglemont, Ivanhoe, East Kew then over

the River to Deepdene, Canterbury, East Camberwell,

Hartwell, Rurwood, Ashburton and so to Elen Iris. He

panted out the main features of each district ad

explained their relative accessibility ta public

transport. I felt I had a much better idea of what ta

look for, and was very grateful to him.

In the fellowing weekends I inspected about twelve

advertised houses, most quite unsuitable. I realised it

was useless looking at houses advertised at less than

5/- a week, and most advertisements were misleading as

Tar am quality was concerned. Rair did not help my

search" The most promising was one in Hartwell - almost

ew but locked up when I visited it, On the following

Thursday I inspected it by appointment, and was delighted

- five rooms, irsbanbanecus gas hat water service, all

brick corsbructiou garage, made-lawn and flower beds,

one minute from the electric tram and 6 mirutem from

Hartwell railway station. A bargain at 37/6 a week! The

couple living in it were building their own home rd

intended to move out on December goth. It was 7 miles



from Melbourne, 30 minutes and Gd by tram.

inspected it and thought it excellent.

Do and Doane

The estate agent agreed tc rent it ta me from

December E8bh, but no later. He said it would be better

be try living in it first before considering s lease, to

make sure it suibed us, so I clinched the deal with the

proviso gf ge moth's notice of termiratic by either

side. 7he possibility cf the Research Laboratories being

moved to Canberra in two o three years! time made me

cautious about long-term commitments.

The arrangements for r wedding proceeded apace.

Rat Maclaren, the school chaplain at Sairbs, agreed to

ccduct bhe ceremariy. The Rev. Hall agreed to read the

bans at St Saviours in Glen Osmond and the Rev. Hamiltor

bo do likewise at St Lukes ir South Melbourne - the

parish I was living in. I attended Evensorg at St Lukes

o December Eth, little kraairg the significance that ibs

street, Doeas Street, South Melbourne, weld have far me

in E0 years time.

On December 11th the radio broadcast the

disquiebening news that Edward VIII had abdicated, in

oder to marry the notorious Mrs Wallis Simpso, and his

brother was ba take the three as Becge VI.

Mrs Partridge left in her Rolls on December 19th for

a Sydrey holiday. She agreed be my leaving may week desk



and bookshelv臼s a t Yalcow inna lmt i 1 a fter c,ur hor,eyrnoor,.

Don and Doone 西がe go in g to store my othep possess iC'Y屯

unt il ther,, a l'id collected ther,1 Cl\'1 December 21st , tak in g

me horoe to tea.

Dr iv ir,g back tc, Yalcow iY1nc1, Dc,n tc,c1k nic➔ thrc,u gh /i\ l'"l

lmfc1m i l ic1r part c,f St K i lda a.r,d stc, p ped c1t a stre1nge

v illa-fle1t . ! was surpr ised to see Sta l", Ch a. pM8r, erneゃge

ar心ask us i1"1 ts ide. There were 1.tr,m istc1kable s i gns c, f

"bac:h in g " , as Dora was hol iday ing in Adela ide. A·f ter

show ing l\S round Sta10 s8 id "Wel 1, I sup pose we'd bet ter

get or, w i th the ce,、ernc,r,y . " He produced /i\ pc1rcel and

hc1Y1ded i t to me, c,r, behc1l f of all the Adelc1 ide ex-cadet

en g ine紐r侶 ーDor,, Star,, Geor g 茫McK irmc,n, B i 11 Hc,wre, Jc1ck

Wh i te, S id Jo\'1es a r-,d 沿lcolm Rc, ger乞 I t 匹逗a "Hot pc, i r, t "

electr ic iron! Most acceptable. I thar,ked ther,, very

r,ll\ch. Stan s.!'\ id scorne very n ice th ir,gs ぶbo しし t Phyl l and

w ish壁ci u邸 E;Very h町 p p ir, 年這 •

I caugh t the Adela id臼e>< press c,r, the ever, in g o f

D屈cen1ber 23rd, reぷd y t ,:, c c,mr,1荘r,ce n,y leav ，，， a1•,d prc1ぅ ぶl.、P fc叶 ｀

the wedd ir, g . My f irst s ix mor.ths1 iY, Melboいrne hm9:I t)eer， ぶ

wcmderful ex per ier,ce. I had made mar,y fゃ iendち ぷnd w邑 缶

look ing forward to mak ing a horn 巴 th茫re. Desp i te the

vagar ies of Melbourr,e weather I was 豆げ｀e we cc,ulcl be

h ii\ p p y . Mel bc,c,rne had sc, n1L1ch tc, c, f fer.


