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Bachelor in Meslbourne

Wher dad told the Mitchell family of my pending move
to Melbourne, they very generously invited me to stay

with them until 1 found suitable ladgiﬂgs.

Jim Mitchell, accompanied by twoe black and white
cocker spaniels, met me at the Spencer Street station an
the morring of Sunday June 7th 1936 and droave me to their
delightful two~storey hame in 8t Kilda Street, Middle
Brighton - a cocker standing on my lap, his head out the
window and earsg Tlapping in the breeze. They made ne
very welcome, but I wished to be independent and wanted
to impose on their gerneresity no lonpger thanm necesssary.
Mrae Mitchell was & warm, hamely persorn, but her busband
was always cold and somewhat alaaf. I discussed likely
areas for boarding, and he suppested Scuth Yarra or East

Me 1l hourre.

It was a 45 mivute trip ta the city from Middle
Brighton — a long jourwey by Adelalde standards. Firat
by electric tram toc S5t Kilda, then by electric train to
Flinders Street. I was amazed by the crowd of peaople
walking up the ramps toc the station exit. Never had 1
been engulfed in such a orowd. Thaoausands upon thousands
af faces, anmd not ome I Rnew! In those days it was said

to be one of the busiest stationms in the world. That was



because nearly all the suburban lines terminated at the

ane statiarn.

After reparting to the FMEG Cerntral Office in
Treasury Bardens I spent five hours driving around Sauth
Yarra and East Melbourne with Starn Chapman, wha was
working in the Victorian Branch in Spencer Street. We
looked at fourteen lodgings advertised in the morning
paper, and the most promising was "Yalcowirnma” at No.2
Gueens Road, Albert Rark. The landlady, Mrs Partridge,
said she had ancther Adelaide man staying there -~ Max
Namkervis, Max and I had been tagpether at Saints! BRBob
Moodie was stayving at ancther lodping inspected at South
Yarra. I corntacted them both, for an apinion. Rob was
ot very satisfied but Max said "Yaloowirma" was pood, sa
I booked there fram the next weekend - a small room but
anly 30/— a week irncluding meals, with afterncon tea aon

Saturdays and Suﬁd&ys.

Thia was tco be my home for the next six months. I
a quite spacicus garden, it cverlcaked Albert Park — with
lake and golf links ~ &t the curving north end of Queens
Raad, serviced by lueens Lane &t the rear. Today it has
been replaced by therTmtalizatcr Agency Raard bullding.
Mre Partridoge was a motherly West Rustralian woman with
greying red hair agd & Ralls Royece. She ran her
ewtabl ishment very efficiently. Meals were served in the
large diving roam by a urniformed waitress with a menu

card, arnd the rooms were kept spoatlessly clean. The
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electric tram trip to the city along beautiful tree—1ined

5t Kilda Road took coily 8 minutes for a twapermy fare.

I begarn work in the PMG Research Laboratories at 593
Little Callins Street. The Supervising Engineer, Mr S.H.
Witt, was a small man, slightly built with impeccable
marmers, His thick growth of black hair was always
brushed smocthly back from a high forehead. He gave the
impression of an erncrmous reservoilr of suppressed
vitality, with piercivng eyes and & slightly aguilirve
riose. He spoke softly, but forcibly. My first session
with him lasted 90 minutes and he talked about all the
werk of the laboratories, founded by him in 1323, Hiz
favoeurite saying was "There is no substitute for

enthusiasm” — of which he had plerty.

I was placed irn the Laboratory Facilities Section
urder Divisional Engineer Alan Lorimer, who reported ta
the Assistant Supervising EHQiﬂEE;, Eric Wright. There I
did acceptance tests on rnew laboratory eguipment and
calibrated various types af instruments — not very
inspiring work but it gave me a working knowledge of a

wide range of eguipmernt.

My desk arn the first floor was beside a window
aoverlooking the walled back garden of the ultra—-select
Melbourne Club, separated from the Laboratories by the
narvow gul-de-sac Cluab Larne. 8 weli—kept lawn separated

the Club buildirnns from the fives—courts at the Little



Callins Street end. In fine weather I oftern zmaw a

wnd formed butler orass the lawn with drinks on a silver
sxlver. Irmediately below my window was & 5teem1?
¢ioping slate roof at the back of the Club. Filgeons
wonld alight at the top of tﬁiﬁ raof. and finmd 1t too
steepn to gain & foothold. So they skidded dows to the
pottom, with claws framtically tryihg ta brake, ¥fell off
arnd flapped back to the top to repeat the hopeless
procedure. 1 decided that pigeons had no more braine

tharr the fowls of my cohildhood.

There were two other gradusates on the Laborataory
=taff recoruited as rew erngineers from cutside the

Service, Hill Boswell and Evn Fal freyman.

I thought Melbouwrne in 1936 was wonderful.
Yalcoawirma was close encugh to the city fooro me to walk to
worik 1v fine weather., Dowr the begutiful boulevard of Bt
Milda Road with ite four lines of plane trees, acrass the
River Yarra on Frincez Bridpge into Swanston Street, past
the gothic grawmdear of the triple-spired Bt RPauvis
Cathigdral to Gueens Walk at the corner of Colline Btreet.
Here was the fascinatiorn of the windows of Hewmry Ruck's
cstore for men and, within the arcade, the Victorian
Hovernmernt Tourist Bureauw. Tuwrrning yight intoc Coxllins
Street I passed the chaocolate shop and milk bar of Ermest
Hillier - & meeting place for younpg people and the

eculvalent of Adelaide’=z Beehive Cormer. Ther the wlaza

vt Divemnss, Loe
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Theosophical Buillding., the glamowr filled showcases of

Sthal Shmithy Saciety Photagrapher, and the Metro
Theatre., Crossing Ruszsell Street I came o the frult

ahop of Jomas with itz array of exgquisite tvropical fruit

uarmbtainable anvwhere else in Melbowrrne.

I turmed left into Exhibition Street; past the
(ecidental Hotel to veach the Research Laboratories just

arcund the corner ivn Littie GCollins Street.

Mawny of these landmarks alas are no more. Huiidirigs
betweern the Cathedral and the Kepent have beern demolished
angd replaced by the concrete monstrosity called the CTity
Sguare. and the Heserve Bank rnow vises where the
Oceocidental once stood. I 1338 the 1imit height for city
buildirngs was 132 feet and I think the city was better
For 1t. Then suniight could more easily show off the

"FParise Bnd? of ©

live Street, thrawing patterns of plane

tree shadows on the Tlagped psvemernt, with striped

awrnirgs shading the elegant windaws of exclusive shaps.

iv Exhibition pelweern Little Collins arnd

Faatern market - a storneg’s

Eowrke Streets,

tivrow From the Recearoh lLais. This &lso is o more. It
was replaced by the palastial Southern Cross Hotel. The

Cormtirmental Brocery of Framz occcoupisd the Little Collins

10

Stret corner: unigues 1y 1938, 1t had sawdust strewn oo

the floos and Franrs welocomed hrs select clientele by

TLEATAE . bl crEd onhe wunane urnobhtsinatles
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e lsewhere., Next door was a wonderful hardware shop where
you could buy every Kind of tradesman’s tool, or SCrews
counted out ta your apecificatiqn. Thie shop still
aperated & antem of wire-directed catapulted cash-
carriers, converging on the central elevated desk of =&
cashier - like the one that fascinated me in my childhoaod
at Port Adelaide. Other shops round the periphery of
this market housed a leatherworker, a basket weaver, a
1acksmit5, a flerist, a pictuwe framer, a music stare and
many other specialists. Within this surrocunding
rectangle was a musty secondhand boackshop that repaid

eritical brawsing in the lunch howe.

Walking across to Bourke Street you could travel
daowr tawn on & cable'car. The driving force for this was
a hidder cable, rurming at & steady pace within a thin
charmel in the road and driven by a distant "engine
hause'". The cable car was in twe parts. The front
“"dummy” was guite apen, with two glatted parder—1ike
seats back~to-back and a smaller seat aoross the front
erd. Fetweern these seats stocd the "gripman', with one
hawd on a vertical lever and the cther ar a bell-pull.
When he pullied the lever a preat pair of pirncers,
projecting thrauph tﬁe slet inn the road, grabbed the

cabhle and the car moved forward at o steady 13 m.p.h.

v enclosed saloon car was coupled to the rear of
this dummy and boath rar on rails let into the roadway.

When the cable car rnegotiated a cuwsve the pgripman had to



releass the cable (which then ran round a huge
undergrourd pulley) and let the car coast around until he
could apply the grip orce more. He also had an emergency
brake for smergency stops, with the cable released. If
thie had ta be applied on a corner (to aveid collision
with another vehicle) the car would be stranmded with ro
means of propulsion and all the passenpers then had to
alight and push till the cable could be engaged once

MO,

The car travelled down Bourke Street to the
accampaninent of clangs from the bell of the dummy. You
cauld buy a strip of yellow tickets for orne shilling,
which would pive you eight trips within the city section.
It was a delightful way ta travel up and daown BRourke
Street, and I revelled in it. The cable car system was
digmantled in 1940 but cable car No.l was preserved for
several vears im & glags case in Russell Sireet at the
rear of the State Museum. Dauble;deckew bhuges took over
from the cable cars in Bourke Street, but these were

eventually replaced by electric trams.

I had a favourite week-end walk in firne weather -
through the lovely Bétanical Garders, sloping down to an
arnamental lake where the noise of the rearby ity was
lost im the surraounding trees. Then acrose the River on
findersan Street BEridpe, over the rallyards by the
footbridge to the tiny historic suburb of Jolimont and

through the Fitzray Bardens with their avenues of trees



laid ocut ir the pattern of the Union Jack. There was the
quaint cottage of Captain Cock, brought piecemeal from
England irn 1333 and reassembled to celebrate the

Melbourne centenary.

Bametimes on & Bunday I would pause at the north end
of Princes Bridpge and listen to the "scap box aratorsg”
between the River and the rallway lines — holding forth
at preat length to mildly interested and very mixed rings
of pecaple — on religion, anti-religion or Commurnism.

They just ssemed toc need to express themselves for the
sake of daing so. I suppoge you find pecple like that in

every large city.

Chyist Church, South Yarra, 8t Paul's Cathedral and
the Romaw Catholic St Peter's Dathedral were all within

walking distavce for me. I tried them &ll.

Do and Doocne Burnard arriveé from Adelailde in their
trusty ald car "Albert" a week after 1 came to Melbouwrns,
arnd found themselves a house to rent in Oakleigh about 9
miles froam the city. It was still under construction and
wakld wot be ready for & month., Mearnwhile they boarded
in South Yarra. They came to divmer with me at
Yalocoawinma and Mrs Partridge gave us a vacant frontroom
with a blazirg fire to enjoy each aother's company. 8he
was very thoughtful. Don began woerd in the Telephore
Eqguipment Bection in Treasury Bardens. Ue talked

together daily by phone and often went on lunchiime walks



round the city. I aftern had lurnch with Bab Moodie wha
worked ivm the Deputy Crown Boalicitor's Office, and my
gecond cousin Feter Newsll whao lived at Wanmtirna. Torchy
Thomae introduced me to meetinpgs of the I.E.A. and the

Rastrum Movement, so I was rnot lovnely but I missed Phyll.

The packing case containing my work desk, drawing
board, boakshelves, books and gramophone records arrived
by goads train and was delivered to Yalcowirnma ow the
morning of Saturday Jurne 20th in the coldest frast for
elaven months. I spent the day unpacking, and then
repacking things not rneeded in my room. This made me 13
- minutes late for dirmer at the C.T.A. Club with FPhyll's
father, who was visiting Melbouwrne on business. He said
*You'll have to get ocut of this habit!" He was a
atickler for pumctuality, amd always made me feel like a
misbehaving schoolbaoy. I endeavoured tao persuade him to
let Phyll come to Melbourne for a few days so that we
cauld lack at furniture and hause; together. Mr Williams
said he would “see about that later, but nat in the
winter', Fhyll and I exchanged letters three times a

waek and talked by phone cnoe a month.

I played my first round of golf at the Albert Park
course with Stanm Chapman at the end of Jurne. It was
fine, but very cald. Wher we hit off at 8.30 a.m. the
lake was deathly still, with an overhanging mist. The
trees on the distart bank reflerted perfectly in the

s5till water. The greens were fast, but dew-covered, and



a putted ball threw up a curved spray as it rolled -
leaving a track in the frosty surface. 8Btan tied up his
trousers like bawyarns to keep the cuffs dry. I aften
played thersa with John Macvean, a banker of about my age,
wha shared a table with me and his sister Mary at
Yalocowinma., Jim Mitchell came to dirmer with me ome
evening and I found that he and John had besr together at

Erightorn GBrammar.,

Baob Moodie also dined with me at Yalcowirma. He
thought the menage was better than the lodgings he shared
with his sister Alison in Scouth Yarra; so in mid-Qupust
they both moved to upstairs rooms at No. & Queerns Road.
Later Lionel Bridgland came to stay, and briefly Jack
Treleaven, so that with Max Nankervis and myself there
ware five gld Saints bays staying there - an unusual
assembly in & boarding house sa far fram home., Ervol
Coote, Jjournalist and author of the book "Hell's Airport"
also joined us., He had beer the foicial pilot of the
1930 Lasseter expedition intc Central Australla and was
the Firat pilet to land am aircraft at Ayers Rock. He

married Rliscon Moodie, Bob'e charming younpg sister.

I was saving furicusly for cur married home. I
found I caould lunch &t ninepence a day for a pie, a
sandwich and twoe cakes delivered by the office boay -~ who
alas made tea three times & day for /6 per fortnight
includng milk amd supsr, Erntertainment was very cheap.

A meat at the cinema was less than 8/-, you could attend



a symphaony concert for ag little as 2/2 and a seat in
"the gods" at the theatre was £/10. An average of 2/6
praovided for one such luxury a week.

This was my weekly budget

L s d

Board and lodging 1 - 10 -~ 0O
5 lunches at 9d 3 ~ 9
2 teas per weekday - 5
Laurdry (ex Yalcowirma) 5 -0
& Return tram fares g -~ 0
4 Newspapers - &
Haivrout (once per fortnight) - 6B
4 Postage stamps - 8
Z Ting of cigarettes (1/4 for 2O 2 -8
Matches -1
Radiatcr use 1 -0
Church coallection - 6
Golf preern—-fee 3 =~ 0
Anmuserments {(average) & - &
Total 2 - 12 -11

Out af my weekly salary of L&-E~0 (after deduction
of superanruation and ivsurance payments) I aimed to bank
L2-6-0 sach week, with the object of savimg about L1060 by
the end of the year plus some back-pay and bank and bond
interest. This left me about 7/~ per week for clothing.
In 1336 a suit of clothes plus a pair of sheces, a hat,
two shirts and two paire of socks could be bought for
.10, so I considered the 7/— weekly was adequate for

clathing.

Meglbourne weather had been very cold and wet sirnce
my arrival, I purchased a small electric radiator for my
room, for the use of which I was to pay Mrs Partridge a

permy ha' penny per hour — & small price for the camfort
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it provided. I alsc bought an electro-magretic
gramophore pick-~up for dad, to replace my owrn which I had
brought to Melbourre., I joired Myer's lending library at
a half-yaar subscription of 10/~ for one bock and one

magazine.

The J.C.Williamsan G and § Company began & farewell
seagon at His Majesty's Theatre in July. I saw them da
the Miﬁada, Ruddigore, Ratierce, Frincess Ida, The
Bordaoliers and The Yeomen of the Guard. The cast was
much the same as the year before in Adelaide, but with
newcomers Evelyn Hall and Winifred Lawson. I joined the
Bilbert and Sullivan Society of Vigtoria, &t the absurdly
law subsoription of 10/~ & year, and saw them do The
Sawcarer with Raul Fiddian (aw ald RFrince’s boy from
idelaide) in the rname-part of Johm Wellimgton Wells, a
dealer in magic. and spells. He was excellent, serving
alse as secretary of Privce's old collegians in Victoria

and eventually becoming Concert Manager for the Melbourne

Symphony Orchestra.

I shared these theatre experiences with my frierds,
Dorn, Decone, Bah, Johvn and Torchy Thomas, with ceccasional
visits to the cinema. I was particularly impressed by
the State Theatre cinema irn the Moorish-inspired buildiﬂg»
at the corwner of Flinders and Russell Streets. No Meoslem
priest called the faithful tc prayer froam the clock-
bearing tower, but the ceiling inside was curved and

painted sky-blue with stars wirnking here and there and



drifting clouds projected om to it. The edges of this
ceiling were masked by parapets with statues and faliage
ard the averall effect was quite realistic. You really
could imagine you were in the cpen alr, with the parapet
rising in front to an ornate proscenium arch above the

s®Oreen.

PFhyll was allowed to vigit Melbourne for tern days in
late August, arriving by train with her father. She
stayed at the Caulfield house of Mr Braddook -~ a business
associate of Me Williams., Those ten days were filled
with happy reuniong and sightseeing. We went to the
~cinema together, visited Doone and Dow in their home and
spent a Saturday morning choosing bedroom, dining room
and lournge furniture at a total cost of only L10Q.  Phyll
had studied catalopues I had posted to fAdelaide. For a
deposit of LS this furniture was to be stored free of

charge until after cur honmeymaor.

During my months of bachelcr existerce my frisvds
were very good to me. I had several dirmeres at the homes
of Doen angd Doone Burrnard and Tarchy and Mari Thomas, and
invited them back to Yalocowirma in return.  Bob Mocdie
took me by train to Ballarat to meet his parents and
sigter Hegather, Mr Moodie was then manager of the Rank
of NSW there and I was very impressed with that city ~
the centre of the gold rush in the 1850s. Bob draove me
rourd the city in the family cear. We saw the beautiful

Rotanical Gardens with the magriflicant display of



Begonias in its conservatory. Lake Wendouree, the
disused gald mines and the site of the Eureka Stockade
.wheve the only battle fought orn Australian soil taak
place — between the militia and the miners who
demonstrated against the 1854 licemnsing system for gold-

diggers. We returned that night to 2 rainy Melbourne.

Melbhourre's weather always imvites comment. The
claim that this city van have four seasons iv one day is
not without foundation. I found that in some maonths the
weather could bulld up to an extremely hot day with &
bligstering north wind developing < thenm a sudden chanae
with the wind swinging round to the south and the
temperature dropping to 30aF in 20 minutes, followed by
rain persisting for several days. This cycle from fine
to wet often occupied about & week, so that there could
sometimes be a succession of wet weekends with fine week-
days. In November there were ten consecutive days of

Yad Y.

Iv December I heard my first Cicadas. These insects
emerge from holes in the ground and climb into trees. In
the marly evening, one (they are about two inches long)
wauld begin ta “siﬂgé, ard almost immediately there would
be hundreds singing in unison on the same rote. They
kept this up for hours orm end, either just before or just
after rain, I understand the note is produced by rubbing

their legs against their wings. Sometimes it can be
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quite deafering, as I knew from my proximity to the treesg

at Yalcoawirnma.

Dcrn and Doone tock me for cutings in their trusty
"Albert”. Im Jurne we drove to Ferntree Gully and
Belgrave in the Dandewong Ranges, with a walk through
Sherbrooke Forst., It had rained most of the morning and
we Ffound everyithing -~ grouwnd, bracken and tree ferns -~
teeming with moisture in the shade of the lofty
pucalypts. The ground was thick and springy with layers
of moist, rotting leavesn, and the trunks of tree ferns
were padcoed with a tright green covering of feathery
moess. We made our precarious way down to the bed of a
crask, plad we were wearing old clothes. Don was the

first to slip and fall over.

It was slow going &laong the creek bed. The
undergrowth was very heavy, and we had to climb aver many
trurke of huge fallen trees caveréd with thick moss.
Going orn ahead, I stepped from a trunk on to what looked
like salid ground and went ivm over my amkles in mnud,
sinking deeper with every step. I strugpled on to the
harnk armd climbed upwards for about 20 minvtes on my cwr.
I seemed toa be hearing the ory of some birds -~ a
warhling, then a series of repeated rnoates, then the shawp.
"whip!!'" of the coachwhip bird. Rs I climbed higher I
saw a large grey bady move through the bracken some yards

ahead, and I thought "the Lyre Rird"!



I stood stock still, the song broke aut againm, guite
V@AY I advarnced very slowly and gquietly, step by step -
then all at once I saw it through the brachen aboht z0
feet away. A large grey bird, and as it sang I could see
the locse thraat vibrating with the trills. After a
lifelike imitation of a keokaburra's laugh it gave a
series of trille, them a "whip!!" exactly like a
couchwhip bird. This recital comtirued for about 10
miriutes with a few pauses, the bird standing almost
ataticonary. Thew it turmed anmd spread its tail - upright
arntg about 30" high with two long brown side feathers
curling at the ends and several fine larng feathery
strande af light grey in betwesen - for all the world like
& stringed iywa._ The dark grey body was aboutlthe size
of a leghorn fowl. I crouched stook still, peering
through the bracken. It seratched the ground for &

minvte o twa, then moved off.

I made my way tc where it had stood, and found a
circular area, about 2 or 3 feet in diameter, which had
been stratched all over till there were no leaves or moss
on the moist, grey earth. This apparently was one of the
"mounds' which the cock birds make to darce on. I moved
cauwticusly forward, and there it was agairn silently
soratching the ground. Twoe tree trunks partly hid me. T
noved to get & better view, and it heard ma. Bhowing nao
sigrn of alarm it made off, picking its way daintily

through the bracken.
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They say Lyre Birds are gemnerally guite umafraid of
human beings, but very hard to find except at certain
times of the year and in the early mnorning. I had the
luck to see this aome about 4p.m, in Jume, Itg tail and
its song were marvellous. I turwed and clambered
downhill back ta the coreek, calling to Don.  Voices dantt
carry far in this thick forest. Reaching the car some
distance from the creek bed I found Doone already there,
and called "Don, I've seen a Lyre Bivd!® He callesd back

"Ga on - you're a liar!"”

I told them all about it. I don't suppose we would
have seen it if we had all been together - we would have
made too much noise -~ but I was sorry they had missed it.
I was glad to get home and change my mud—filled shoes and

sotks.,

Melboaurne has a "8S8how Day” holiday in September.
Jill Luéy, who had completed her %ursiﬂg rourse in
Rdelaide was doing a special course at the Melbourre
Wonern's Haospltal., Witk Jill, Den and Doome draove me in a
scuth easterly direction foar a picnic lunch near
Cockataa, about 36 miles away. It had beer raining
intermittently and wé had our lunch at Teomueo — chops
conked over a camp fire and toast washed down with billy
tea. 0On the way back "Albert" bhecame hopelessly bogged
at & dip in a rough track. Half an hour's work digging, ©
balimg and puttinmp logs and sacks under the wheels was

Fruitless. Doorie and Jill decided to walk bhagk for help.



Whery they returned with a man and a horse, Albert was
down to the rurasing beoards. Attaching a chaiw, the horse
pulled it cut in Ffive minutes. We thanked Heaven; ard
gave the man 53/-. Back at the Burviavrd home Dor amd I had
hat baths while Doowme prepared tea.  We had reason to

remember Toomuc. it ws too mucky for words!

Jill was soon to be enmgaged to Miggs Chapmarn, who
was gaining his enginesring experiernce in Erngland. I kept
in tocuch with my <ld friernds by letter. Eric Cottrell
had beern appointed Assistant Surveyor at Broken Hill,
Calin Mondie was scom ta leave the RAdelaide Supreme Court
ard take up & positiorn in the Department of Exterwnal
Rffairs iv Canberra, Gavin Walkley and Colin Kerr Grant
were studying at Cambridge amd Cuth Bammarnrn was doing
well as an accountant in Adelaide. Jahn Thompson
returned to Adelaide an leave in Betober; he wrote to me
fyram Colombo ov his way back to Englénd. Rolfe and Rita
Boehmn were Vmar“r‘ied iy Rdelaide, but I saw them with Don

ard Doore wher they passed thraough Melbourne.

I gspernt a weekend with the Newell family at
Warmtirna, about i4 miles east of Melbourne. Ned Newell
had retired from the Eastern Externsicon Cable Comparny in
the nartherﬂrislands at Labuan, and rnamed his home after
it. Hilda, his wife, was ancther of mcther's Hardy
family cousins and ran a florists shop in Camberwell with
hey daughter Helern. They were a most interesting family

with very different perscnalities. The eldest soon Peter

n

o,
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was a budding architect, Helen was then at a jazz-—-crazed
flapper stage, Andrew was about to atudy medicine and
Nancy was a giggling elever year old, orazy about horses.
Ned had the most delightful puckish sense of humowr and
Hilda was warm and motherly. I felt very much at home.
They had a lovely view of the Dandenongs across an
crchard~filled valley. Own Surday we draove to Healesville
and the Maraaondah Dam through valleys of tall timber and
tree ferns. Hilda's brother, Frank Hardy, lived with

them and helped Ned in the orchard and garden.

Tarchy and Mari Thomas were very good to me. I
spent saveral evenings at their Blen Iris home listening
to records and they drove me round the suburbs with their
twon small daughters. Torchy spent some evenings as a
tutor at Ormong College at the University. On the
Melbhourne Cup holiday they drove me to Frankston and
Marmington on the eastern side of Port Phillip Bay. We
had lunch amang the tea trees OVQ;looking the yellow
sarded beach slaping dowrm to the deep blue water at
Frankatarn, then explored the rocky coast at Mormington
with its shallow pools Filled with green and yellaow sea
anenones, balloon—like jellyfish flocating with green and
purple lights and tiﬁy fat fish darting amorng the rocks,
Back at Blen Iris we heard the Cup had beert wory by an

gutaider at 100 ta one!

I had brought my "Whiting" electro-magretic

gramophone pick-=up amd my "Simpson” 78 rpm o syncohroncous



glectric turntable from Rdelaide, with the object of
building them intoe a radicgram. I purchamed a
suparheteracdyne radio receiver chassis in Melbourne and a
12" dynanic loudspeaker, after testing these in the
Laboratories in nmy gspare time. Then I found a handsome
and well mnade second—hand cabinet, with & lift-up 1lid,
for aonly 30/—-, which I Mad delivered toe Yalcoowinna.
Working aftér hours in the Labtratory carpenter?’s shap 1
constructed wooden packets for the storage of weeowvds on
either side of the turntable, =zo that these would all fit

ingide the cabinet beneath the lid.

In Octaober Mrs RPartridge moaved me into a rnew and
much bigger room in a newly completed wing on the south
side of the building, overlooking ARlbert Park. She
refused to increase my rent, as she said she had made a
contract with me when I first came and I was being moved
te sult her convernience. There are not many landladies

like Mrs Partridge! Ghe was a dear.

DOver two months I completed the assembly of my
radiogram iv my mew rocm, and was well satisifed with the
results. I often entertained my frienmds with records
there, With a certain amceunt of updating that radicegram

provided me with muznic for the next 26 years.

In November I begarn ta lock for a house for Phyll
and myself. We had decided to be married in Rdelaide on

December 30th, and I warted to Find & house that we could



rent and move into on return fraom our honeymoon.  Torchy
Thomas asked if I would like to drive through some of the
easterrn suburbs before Joining his family For teaiat Glen
Iris. It was Saturday, and I had been reading the
"houses to let" columns in the morning paper. This was
Itypical of his friendship, and I was delighted. He drove
me to Heidelberg, Eaglemont, Ivanhoe, East Kew thewn over
the River to Deepderne, Canterbury, East Camberwell,
Hartwell, Rurwoody Rshburton and so to Glen Iris. He
painted out the main features of esach district and
explained their relative accessibility to public
transpart. I felt I had a much better idea of what to

loak fory, and was very grateful to him.

In the following weekemds I inspected about twelve
advertigsed houses, most guite unsuitable., I realised it
was useless looking at houses advertised at less thaen
30/~ a week, and most advertisemerts were misleading as
Far as guality was poncerned. Rair did wrot help my
aearch. The most promising was ore in Hartwell - almost
mew but locked up when I visited it, On the following
Thursday I inspected it by appointmemt, amd was delighted
-~ Five rooms, irstantanecus nas hot water service, all
rick comstruction, éarage, made-lawn and flower beds,
ovie minute from the electric tram and & minutes from
Hartwell railway station. A barpain at 37/6 a week! The
couple liviwg in it were building their cwn home and

intended to mave cut orn December 204th. It was 7 miles



Ffrom Melbowne, 30 mivutes and &d by tram. Dovi and Doane

ingpected it and thought it excellent.

The estate apent agreed to rent it to me from
December 28th, but ro later. He said 1t would be bestter
to tvy living iv it first before considering & lease, to
make sure it suilted us, so I clinmched the deal with the
pravise of ong month's rotice of termination by either
side. The possibility of the Research Laboratories being
moverd to Canberra in twa or three years' time made me

cauticous about long—term commitments.

The arranpements for cur wedding procesded apace.
Pat Maclarern, the school chaplain at Saints, agreed to
conduct the ceremony. The Rev. Hall agreed to read the
barms at 8t Saviocurs irn Bler Osmond and the Rev. Hamiltow
to do likewizme at St Lukes iv South Melbourne - the
parish I was living irn. I attended Evensong at 8t Lukes
oy Recember 6th, little krmowing t%a significance that its
gstrest, Doreas Street, South Melbourne, wauld have for me

in 20 years time.

On December 11th the radio broadeoast the
disguietering rnews that Edward VIII had abdicated, in
order to marry the notoricus Mrs Wallis Simpson, and his

brother was te take the throne as George VI

Mre Partridge left in her Rolls on December 189th for

a Bydrmey holiday., She agreed to my leaviwng my work desk



and bookshelves at Yalcowirma urtil after caur horeymoar.
RDon and Doane were gaing to store my other possessions

urtil then, and collected them o December 2ist, taking

me hame toe tea.

Drivimg back to Yalecowirna, Dorm took ma through an
urfamiliar part of 8t Kildae and stopped at a strangs
villa-flat. I was surprised to ses Btaw Chapmarn emerge
arnd ask us inside. Therse were urmistakable signs of
"haching", as Dora was helidaying in Adelaide. After
showing 48 round Btan said "Well, I suppose we'd better
get an with the ceremony.” He produced & parcel and
handed it to me, on behalf of all the QAdelaide ex-oadet
erngineers - Dom, Starn, Beorge MoKivmon, RBill Howe, Jark
White, Bid Jores arnd Malcocolm Ropers. It was a "Hotpoint”
elgctric iron! Most acceptable. I thanked them very
much. HBtarm sald soame very nice things about Phyll and

wighed us every happingss.

I caught the Adelaide express on the evening of
Decembey E3rd, ready to commernce my leave and meepare Tor
the wedding., My first six monmths in Melbhourne had beern a
wonderful experience. I had made marny friends and wag
locking Fforward to making a home thers. Despite the
vagaries af Melbourne weather I was sure we could be

hrappy. Melbourrne bad so much to offer.



