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CHRAPTER EIGHT

Peace, Rostrum and the P.0.A.

With the handing over of the last HLC drawings to
the Army Design Directorate irn January 1945 the radar
work of my team of draftsmen ceased, and they moved from
the Research Labs ta join the main body of the Central

Office Drafting Sectiom at No. 3 Sprivng Street.

ARian Lcrimer, my first boss at the Labs, had a
seriocus road accident and was absent on extended sick
leave. When I returned from the Army Trials at Darwin I
was asked to take over his job as acting Divisional
Engineer, laboratory facilities. This involved carntrol
of instrumert repair anmd calibraticr, Model Bhop and
Building Services and some electro-mechanical design
work. I had a staff of four engirmeers — Ross Fitkethly,
Malcolm McPherson, Arthur Baddeley and Jack Groves — and
60 techwnicians. I remained on this work for twoa years
arnd recrgarised the Division - not very exciting, but
good experiernce. I continued Fallowiﬂg developments in

television overseas and ercouraged the increasing use of

cathode ray oscillagraphs as measuring instruments for
many purposes. 1 published papers on cathode ray tubes
anﬁ on an investigation into the characteristics of
different makes of telephone dials, in the
Telecommunication Journal of Qustralia; With Ern

Pal freyman I developed edualisiﬂg équipment for souyd-

film recording, and worked with Ross Baker on the



development of the first departmental FM radic receiver,
for use in tests with an experimental FM trarnsmitter

established at Jolimont in 1946. These special projects
helped tc break the rocutine of the Laboratory Facilities

Jab, but I longed to do samething more conmstructive.

In Jurme 1947 Rlarn returned to duty, and I was given
the job of specifying and lorating a suitable 100 scre
zite rnear Melbowrrne for proposed wew Research
Laboratories. In callaboration with Alan I drew up a
specification of requirements. I made a detailed study
of the metropolitan area from aerial survey photagraphs
takern in December 1946. Fram this, several passible
sites were selected and arnalysed in relation to
availability cof transport, power, gas and water supplies,
and freedom from electro-magretic and acoustic
irnterference. The most suitable site was at East
Bert leigh, on undeveloped land with wa topographical
chstacles. I recommended that acruisiticrn of this be

investigated, but roc actiorm resulted. It was rnot urntil

1978 that the Labs were moved to Clayton, nat far from my

preferred site and about the same distarnce from

Melbowrne.

I fcurd that the aerial photographs were wnot
infallible, I coften played pgolf at Box Hill, and knew
the caurse well. In the aerial survey photos one of the

holes in the course bad disappeared completely!? It lay

0



at the edge of ore of the exposures, and was lost whewn

the adjacent ane overlapped.

By mid 1947 1 decided I was not getting anywhere.
Nearly three years had passed since my work on radar.
Like Termyson's Ulysses, I felt how -~

"vile it were

For some three suns to store and hoard myself

fArvd this gray spirit yearning in desire

To follow krnowledpge, like a simking star,

Beyond the utmost bound of humarw thought.”

I had acted comtinucusly since Jarnuary 1942 as
Divisional Engineer, but was not yet appointed to that
level., Sa I did two thirgs — I applied for the
advertised vacarcy of Divisional Engineer (Radio -
National BEroadeasting) ivn the Transmission Sectiorn of the
Victarianm Branch, and I wrate to the Dean of the
Engineering Faculty at Adelaide Urniversity asking if the
SLC yvadar project would be accepted as a subject for a‘
thesis for & Masters Degree. Both moves succeeded. The
subject was approved in Octcocber and my appointment as
D.E. irn Victoria was gazetted in September and confirmed
six months later. I was rnot permitted to take up duty

there, however, because of commitments to Central Office.

1 began ta draft my thesis in Naovember 1947.

Ore of the laboratory secretaries, Merle Parsons,
began ta type it for me on Saturday mornings in January.
We were then working a five day wesek, and it had to be
done outside officé hours. Neot many typists can type

teéhhféélrmaterial; including equations and symbols,
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accurately., Merle was a marvel. The thesis ran to 174
pages of text and cccupied 14 Saturday mornings. Merle,
always cheerful and wncamplaining, completed the typing
i April. However, I had to attach copies of circuits,
aperativg instructions, line-up procedures and relevant
Laboratory Reports, and the complete thesis was rnot ready
for submission until February 1943, I ebtained
permissiorn from the Secretary of the Department of Army
to attach a capy of the Army Repcrt on the Darwin trials.
The Army had to vet the thesis because of the secrecy
assoriations, and reguired the deletion of quantitative
references ta aperating freguency, the removal of
referernces to security classifications and one paragraph
in the cperating instructions. This was dore, arnd the
Secretary of the Army advised the Director Gerneral of the
Department on May 2th, 1949, that -

"it now cantains rio information on which there is

any security restriction. Approval is therefore

givern for this thesis to be used for subnissicon to

Adelaide University".

I submitted the thesis forthwith, with the approval
af the Director Gerneral Mr 6.7T. Chippindall. The Degree
of Master of Engineering was conferred on me in abserntia
at the University of RAdelaide commemcration on March

29th, 19%0. It had beeri & lonpg vrow to hae.

1 presernted a paper, based on my thesis, ta the
meeting of the Electrical Engineering Branch of the IER

i Melbourne in August 1940,

V
[P



if

At the end of 1347 two impertant members of the Lab
staff left toc work with the International
Telecommurnications Union at Geneva orn the responsible
task of allocating radic frequencies to the various
member countries. Mr S.H. Witt left to take up & five
vyear appointment as a fourdatiorn member of the
Intermational Fredquency Registration Baard (IFRB). He
became chairmarn of that bady in 1549 until his retirement
in 1957. Eric Wright took his place at the Labs im an

acting capacity.

Dot MoDorald was the other engineer to leave for
Ganeva. The Lab staff wanted to give him a farewell
diener, but Ericy, with his non~conformist prirnciples,
waiild rnot agree to a hetel venue. So the dinrer was
catered for in the second floor luncheorn roaom at 59 Lt
Collins Street, with no alooholic beverages. I had ta
make a farewell speech and composed a farewell ode -

"Hevre's luck ta Donald — Deowald, Mac

Bcrr vayage Switzerland, anmd back!

May he convert the unbeliever

Who doubts cur purpose at Geneva -
May he, inhaling Alpire breezes
Fulfil, among the clocks and cheeses,
His missicrn splendid overseas -~

And allocate our frequencies.”

Dort tock his family with him and remained in Geneva

for about twoe and a half years.

Dori Burnard moved to the Divisional Engineers?®
Office of the Department at Ararat, and I lost contact

with him to a great degree. Coliv Moodie had been
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appointed OfFficial Secretary to Sir Ivarn Mackay in 1344,
and went with him tc New Delhi {whern Sir Ivan was
appainted Australian High Commissiorer) until 1947, after
which Colin retwned to External Affairs in Canberra. He
came dowr to Melbocuwrne to attewnd a dinnef given to ocur
old headmaster, now Archdeacon Rickersteth; who was
visiting Rustralia arnd who had the responsibility for the
ragstaration of the stained glass windows of Carnterbury
Cathedral, which had beew removed during the bombing
raids of the war. Bcob Moodie and 1 alsc attended. The
Head had changed but little in 80 years, and I was

flattered whern he recognised me.

Iry Jarnuary 1947 cur friend and neighbour, Fred
Jornes, died tragically whilst watching termis at Kooyong
with his wife Jarne. It cast a gloom aver cur street.
Jare remarried in later years. In that month Professar
Oliphant was again in Melbourne and spoke, as guest of
hancur, at a dirmer orpanised by the Adelaide University
Erngireering Graduates at the Oriental Hotel in Collins
Street. He talked about the potential peaceful
advarntages of atomic ernergy, if markind ccoculd learn how
te exploit them wisely. After the dirmer 1 walked to the
station with the Professor. Referring to my radar
system, which I had sent to him for examination in 1342,
he said "Never laose yvouwr enthusiasm. " That was

sufficient ericourapement for my future.



Before Worid War 11 there had been relatively little
secondary industry irn Australis, and a popular slogan was
"Buy British Goods". There was a tenderncy ta be
suspicicus abocut the guality of anythivng made in
Australia. Durimg the war, cut-cff from cverseas
supplies of many goods, Australia was forced to make her
cwr muritions and many cther things. With the end of
haostilities these marufacturing skills were turrned to
peacetime reeds, arnd we found Australia cculd make almost
aniything — and make it well. The first Austrtaliarn mass—
produced car — the Holder — made its debut in November
1948 and there was a rush tao purchase these at 670 pounds

plus tax.

1t took some time after the war for thinmgs to yeturn
to normal,  Rationing persisted for a whilé, before
coupons disappeared when supplies of foodstuffs became

plentiful once more.

In the early part of the war my sister Marjorie
warked at several Jjobs as a commercial artist — hoping
evertually to devote her time to fine art. Irnn 1942 she
left her position as publicity artist with Ozore Theatres
in Rdelaide to work with Holden's, who were manufacturing
muniticms. Her job was to make perspective drawings of
equipment arnd compovent parts from analysis of the
Blueprirts prepared for marmfacture - an exacting task

requiring intense concentration on detail.



Her friemd George Harm — younger brother of Bill,
whe played such an active part in University revues - was
due to commence embarkaticn leave in September 13841 prior
to departing overseas as a Sergeant Observer with the
RAAF. Hawever, he developed a thrombosis in the leg that
confived him to Keswick Military Hespital for three
months, during which time’Marjorie visited him regularly.
Their frierndship grew stronger under the influernce of a

mutual lave of music and a shared sernse of humour.

Whern George was discharged from hospital they became
ergaged, ard both were devastated whern George had to
leave for active service in April 1942. I met Beorge in
Melbouwrne and later irn Sydrney, before his embarkation -
brief encounters, but encugh to satisfy myself on the

wisdoam of Marjorie’s choice.

With George continually involved in bombing sarties
from England and Ireland, the'wﬁrry abocut his survival,
combined with the strairn of long hours of corcentration
at Holdew's proved too much for Marjorie. In mid 1943
she suffered a nervous breakdowrn. After eipht mornths «of
suffering, irncluding many weeks in hospital, Marjorie
recovered arnd returned to work with Dzone Theatres and

did spare time voluntary work at the canteens for Army

and Airfoerce servicemer.
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Gecrge vreturned home as a Flyirng Officer in March
1943, and they were married in RApril. I was able ta

visit Adelaide for the wedding.

Gecrge worked in the Taxatiom Office and studied
accountancy at night, but he‘played the viclin for
pleasure, In 1945 he charnged to the viala and played in
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra for over thirty years
from 1946. Their first som, Adrian, was born in July
13947 and they moved inta their own new home at Ragsslyn

Fark early in the following year.

I had made Chris a sarndpit at the battam of cur
garder, where she played happily with her many playmates
from neighbouring families. After atterding lacal
Burwoeod kirnderpgarterns, she began school at "Heathersett®
~ the junicr schaol of the Presbyterian Ladies College at
East Burwood — in 1947. This was anly & mile fram home,
and she loved it.

I built her a two—storey dall’s housey with electric
light, alsc a very solid jarrah swing. This was strong
encugh for Phyll to use after washing her long golden
hair, which sccn dried flowing behind her as she swept
back and forth. In those early years there was a good
deal of ferrying to and fro for the parties of
schoolfriends, arnd Phyll had to reciprocate with parties
for Chris. I remember being acutely discaomforted by the

"Hello, Mr Fisher'" of arn early arrival at one of Chris’



shaving. Chris loved drawiwng. In this she tock after
Marjorie and Phyll, and at birthdays and Christmas we
always veceived the most delightful hand-made greeting

cards from our daughter.

Phyll loved making and choosing clathes for little
Chris, and we were able toc make occasional holiday visits
ta Adelaide, sa that cour families were able to see her
develap., FPhyll's youngest sister 0Olive, who had always
beern kKncwn as "Chum", visited Melbourwne guite often onm
business ~ she was a demonstrator in knitting for Paton
and Baldwirn - arnd Chris locked forward to these visits
eagerly; She used tco say "VYippee, Yippese Yum -~ here

comes Aurntie Chum”.

It was a great pleasure to me to find that Chris
enjoyed the same classics of children's literature that I
had enjoyed in my owrn childhood, and I rnever tired of
reading her the stories and verses of A.A. Milve that
Mérjorie and I had derived sa much pleasure from, with
the delightful illustrations «f E.H. Shepherd who caught

zo perfectly the spirit of the text.

Wherr I came to Melbourne ivw 1936 I was introduced to
the Rostrum Mavement by "Torchy" Thomas. This Movement
was founded wnear Manchester in England by Sidney F. Wicks
in 1923, to practise arnd promote the art of public
speaking. The first Australian club was established in

Sydﬂey irn 1930 and the first Melbourre club in 1334,
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Membership of each club, limited t¢ men, averapged 5.
"Taerchy" belonged to Restrum Club No.4, comprising mastly
engineers and lawyers, and I was elected in September.
The Rostrum Pledoe was -
"1 proamise to submit myself to the discipline of
thies Rastrum Club, and to endeavour to advance its
ideals and ervrich its fellowship. I will defend
freedom of speech in the community and will try at
all times to think truly and to speak clearly. I
promise not to be silent whern I cught to speak."
No. 4 club met for lunch epach Friday in the private
dirning room of the departmertal store of Buckley and Nunn
— now David Jones - im Bourke Street. In those days they
still had a swallow—tailed shopwalker, who greeted
customers at the entrance and directed them to the
departmernt required - a last stronghold of traditiom! A

three course meal was served for the magrmificent sum of

1/6, by capped waitresses in black and white unmiforms.

A pragramme of topics was drawn up six months in
advance and members had to speak in rotaticn on those.
Each week there were three members speaking for four
mirnutes and one for sever minutes, with aﬂmthef taking
the chair. At the end of the speeches the Club Critic -
an experienced speaker and adjudicator - eoriticised their
content and delivery. The criticism was conmstructive ard

helpful.

This meant that each member had a turn to speak
about every six or severn weeks, It required a certair

amourt of research work beforeharnd on the nomirnated
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topic. The meetings were mast enjoyable, and gave me
increased confidernce s that 1 developed an ability to
speak in public without notes ~ a valuable attribute.
nce more I experienced the thrill that avdience reaction
te a touch of humour can give. I took the chair for the
first time irn November, 1336, on Friday the 13th - and
came away unscathed, despite the &ate. In due course 1
served my time as Secretary and FPresident of No. 4, but
with the commercemert of radar wark at the end of 1340 I

left Rastrum for the duratiorm of hostilities.

I rejoined Rastrum in 1946, The membership of No. 4
had become more varied and there were some in particular
that I recall very vividly. Bovrdon Leckie, tall and
imposing, with & rapier wit. Tom Paterscon, aggressively
controversial.,  Bob Gardirer, distilling philascophy from
lagic, with wringing hands. Harry RArblaster, wha made a
virtue of a slight impediment in speech. Charles Homer—
Fraser, the homespurn philoscpher and Hugh McCubbin,
descendant of artist Frederick McCubbin, always bubbling
with jovial good humcuwr. As I cnce remarked "When you
see Hugh McCubbin you kriow there's hughmer cubbin? ¥
Then there were the more sericus types — Bordon Laycock
with his armalytical approach and Secrge Mansell,
architect ard talented artist. A happy, interestirg

graup. I made many friends.

The Club Critic was them Mr RA.G. RAdams — a grand old



cgmmander arnd a great love of the English language. He
gave a series of lectures to members on the art of public
speaking and on the conduct of formal busivness meetings.
He was an inspiratiorn to all speakers and 1 ocwe him a

great deal.

From Buckley and Nurr's we moved to acther venues and
I served several terms as Critic amd Deputy Oritic of
Rogstyum No. 4y until 1 was obliged to resign in 1388 due
ta pressure of work in & mew job.  Rostrum taught me to
think arnd speak ov my feet, and so was larpgely
responsible for whatever progress I made in that other
crganisatiorn — the Frofessional Officers Asscocciation (the

FOAY .

Praofessional officers in the Commorwealth PFublic
Service were anccuraged to join the POA, which had the
responsibility of locoking after the irterests of all
prafessionally qualified emplayees in the Service -
Evgineers, Biochemists, Astronomers, Meteorclopgists,
Surveyors, Forestry O0fficers, rchitects and cother types
of scientists. 1 first bercame interested in the FOA in
1931, when Erngineers who had beern demcted from Engineer
to Clerk during the Great Depwessioﬂ.were concerned about

the effect of this orn their futuwre prometion in the

Service.

The POA had brarches in all States. The central

.
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Gereral President, General Secretary, Berneral Treasurer
arnd Executive Courncillors from all States appointed by
their respective branches. Within State brarnches there
were some sub-groups made up of members in particular
departments. It was a very live crganisation. I was
appointed Executive Councillor for Victoria in 1946, and

cartinued to represent State members for four years.

Since 1936, salaries of professiornal officers in the
Commormealth FPublic Service had failed to keep pace with
therincreases iv salary abtaivned by norn—professional
positions both within and cutside the Service. The POR
daecided to mount a claim to the Publie Service Arbitrator
{thern Mr C.R. Castieau) for increases in margins above
the basic wage, to rectify this aromaly. Three advocates
were appointed by the POA Executive Council

Trevor (T.A.) Housley, of the Department of Civil

Aviation

Beorge (GB.AR.) Jeffries, of the PMG's Department, and

Bill {(R.W.) Baswell, of the same Department.

Three very intelligernt, competent and forceful
ergirneers, all the same age as myself, within a year or
two, and all destirned to reach very senior positions in
the Service. Trevor Housley later became General Marnager
of the OTC and everntually Director General of the PMG's
Depértment. George Jeffries became Assistant Director,
Engivreering, irn the Victorian Branch, frequerntly acting
acs Director. BRill Boswell rose to head the Long Range

Weapons Establishment of the Departmént of Supply in
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Juniicr Counsel (Sam Cohen) was engaged, through
solicitor Lewis Wilks, ta advise ocur advocates on lepgal
aspects of the case ~ which had strong opposition from
the Public Service Baard. The hearing was pwot&acted and
sometimes very bitter; but ocur advorcates were victorious
and the irncrease in salary margins obtained in 1947
restored the base—-grade praofessional officer to the
relative position in the Service which he had swnjoyed
before World War II. The PGR had blazed a trail which
made history in the status of professional officers in

the Commorwealth Pubklic Service.

The Public Service Board appealed against the
Determinaticn, but the appeal was dismissed by the

Arbitratoce after a hearing of canly aboutr four days.

In 1948 the PSR armounced that it would review the
classificiations of all officers in the Service, and
invited individual groups to submit claims to a Central
Classificatior Committes in Canberra. Irn February 1348
the POA Executive Council appointed a two man
Reclassification Committee ta assist groups of members in
the preparation of claims and their submission to the
FSE. The Chairmarn was to be Bert {H.T.) Wright, ore of
the senicor engineers irn the PMG Victoriaw Branch, and 1

was to be the other member. This began a long

association with Bert, who was my senicr by 18 years.



We encouraged members in the many Commorwealth
Departments to prepare cases for reclassification, based
on changes in duties and responsibilities, amnd to submit
them to us for examination and caomment. Groups were
required to nominate representatives to put their case to

the PSE in Canberra.

Bert arnd I met at least one evening a week on this
wark for about two yvears. We used to have dinner
together, usually steak and two egos with coffee, at a
restaurant in Elizabeth Street and thern repair to Bert's
cffice in the GFO Building. Bert kriew the FPublic Service
thoroughly and was a very scound and logical thinker. We
atternded meetings of the varicus groups and advised them
ari the desirable format of their case for
reclassification. Ther, wher the case had been drafted
we discussed it in detail with arny man ar mern appainted

as their advoacates.

Wherr a date had been fixed for the hearing in
Carberra, 1 attended the PSR affices with the group
advacate or representatives concerrned and argued the case
before the FSR Member wha had the responsibility of
hearing the case and making arn appropriate recommendation
ta the Board — this was usually Mr Commissianer Pivmer.
The cases normally accupied two or three days. I flew tco
Canbervra and stayed at the Hotel Wellington or at one of

the Commconwealth Guest Houses with the group



This entailed freguent absernces from my work in the
Department but my boss, Ted Stewart, was very
understanding and always arranged special leave for me.
My salary on these trips was re—imbursed by the POR, with
eXxpenses. Durirg my work or this Conmittee some 15 cases
far re—classificaticon were submitted -~ from the
Departments «f the Treasury, thé M, Trade and Customs,
Health, the Attorney General, the Interior, Civil
Rviation, Supply arnd Development; Fost-War
Reconstructicon, Labour and National Service, and Shipping
and Fuel. In the couwrse of this work 1 got to krnow &
great deal about the professiornal work carried ocut by the
various Commonwealth Departments, and dealt with & wide
range of individuals. It was exacting work, but very

interesting.

We had some furmy experiences orn those Canberra
trips. Those were the days before the Molamglo River was
dammed to make Lake Burley Griffin. Somet imes we had to
walk acrass what is now the bed of the lake, from cur
Buest House to the PSE Offices. Orne everning, wher we
were presenting the case for the Surveyors in the
Departmert of the Intericr, we had to go to the home of
one of the PSE Members for an informal discussion.

Anyorne who has visited Carnberra krnows how difficult it is
to find your way, with all those circular and radiating

streets, without the aid of a map. We had the address,



was the Surveyor Berneral we became hopelessly lost. At
length we came to a Five Statiorn, arnd thcught "Well, they

should bhe able to dirvect us!®

Alas, the Fire officer in charge had never heard of
the address we wanted, and vaguely sﬁggeated we should
try im that directiorn. About five minutes later we
stumbled on the street we were locking for. We wondered

what would bhappen if they had a fire there!

The re-classification hearings oftern became gquite
heated. Commissiorer Pirmer was a taugh mut to orack and
wher: he dug hie toes irn it was sometimes impossible ta
shift him. However, the claims submitted were successful
to a degree, and set the pattern for futwe
crganisational develoapment. The groups concerned seemed
te appreciate the advice and assistance given by Bert
Wiright and myself., My attendance at the case hearings
had & special advartage im that I got to know
Commissioner Pirmer's method of attack and the/type of
argumert that had the best charnce of success with him.
Somet imes the ESE Chairman, Mr Commissiorner Durnk, took

part.

Flying back to Melbocurre the Ric-Chemists of the
Serum Laboratories presented me with a tobacco pipe with
a howl carved irn the shape of a skull chewing a borne, in
return for my ccllaboration — a symbolic gesture. Gordon

Laycoék'of the Marine Brarnch rewarded me with a sumptucus



dirmer followed by a night at the Tiveaeli Theatre. Those

were the days!

Roy Rttkins, PDOA General Mresident for 25 years,
ratired from the post in December 1945, I was elected
Gerneral PMresident in his place, ard contivnued for four
years, At that stage the FOA had 2500 members. Trevor
Housley became Cerntral Courncillor for Victeriay ta be
foaullowed by George Jeffries and then Harold White, wha
hecame General Manager of the O0TC when Housley returned
to the PMB's Department. I chaired interstate

caonferences of the POA in 1930 and 1953,

I had to resign from the Executive Council when 1
left the Commornwealth Public Service in 1950, It had
beer a very happy relaticnship over nine years. I had
made many friewds, some of whom I would meet apairvn in my

activities ocutside the FPublic Service.

Whern avertime work on radar ceased at the end of the
war I had movre time to relax and ernjoy music and the
theatre. Fallaowing my interest in televisicn, 1 wanted
ta leartn more about the structure of plays and the
techrniques used in film producticon. I began to take a
deeper interest in good music. Buying books about
crchestras avgd composers I found that a smattering of
krowledge actually increased the Eﬂjoymeﬁt of =

performance.



In the ten post-war years fram 1946 Melbourre had an
influx of world famous artists - the pianists Solamon,
Lili Krause, Claudic Arrau, Eileen Joyce, Walter
Gieseking, Faul Badura—-Skada and the wornderful Hepzibah
Meruhin who came toilive it Victoria as Mrs Lindsay
Nicholas. Then there were the viaolinists Girette Neveu
ard Odrnoposcoff and conductors Otto Klemperer, Eugenre
Ormandy and Sir Johr Barbirallii. Rll these I was able ta
cenjay at performances by the Melbowrrne Bymphony Orchestra
- with resident conductor Professor Bernrnard Heinze and

crochestra leader Bertha Jorpensen.

There was a memorable visit in 1947 by the Boyd Neel
Chamber Orchestra and performances in the Collins Street
Assembly Hall by the Musica Viva Quartet — sometimes with
Hepzibah Mernuhirn at the piarnc. The Melbourrne Town Hall
was nat perhaps the ideal venue for the orchestral
concerts. I was told that the large mornotorne mural
paintings, decorating the walls above the balcony, werse
the result of a misunderstanding. The designs by M.
Napier Waller were to be transferred by H. Oliver and
Sons ta a set of acoustic tiles, for assembly afterwards
art the wall surfaces. The tiles had a céllular structure
art ong side, for scund absarptionm. The artists were nat
informed of the reascn for this, amd as the smocth
surface was more suitable for painting the murals were
repraduced on the back side. Az a result, the tiles were

installed back-~to~-fraont on the walls amd their acoustic

2
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for chamber music, with its smaller size and wood-—
parelled walls. I often enjoyed lunch-hour concerts

there, only a shcorrt walk from my office.

Whern you hear a composition for the first time,
played by an inspired and brilliamt artist, that
performance often sets a standard in your mind - one by
which all future performarces are judged. That was how I
felt about Hepzibah Menuhin's playing of the two Brahms
pianc corncertss with her feelinmg for their Hurgarian
rhythms — about the Eugerne Ormandy interpretation of the
Cesar Franck Symphony\with the marvellocus cor-fAnglais
theme in the second movement accompanied by vialins
scurnding like the fluttering of a thousand birds - about
the Schubert "Trout" Guintet with Margaret Schofield at
the piarnc and abaout the "Eiwme Kleine Nachtmusik"" of
Mazart played in the sympathetic Assembly Hall. I had
the same feeling when Walter Gieseking played Debussy's
"La Cathedrale Engloutie” and about the Boyd Neel
performance of the third Brandbernburg Concerto of J.8.
Bach. It is wonderful the way the human brain preserves

these impressions.

During the war years J.C. Williamsorn's gave spasons
of the Gilbert and Sullivarn Operas in 1940, 1941 and
1342, but the next season after that was in 1949. Apart
from B and § and ballet there was very little theatrical
activity. duwring the war. There were revivals of the

Arcadiars, Kissing Time and Katinka (with the

AN



irrepressible Bladys Moncrieff). Then, with peace, we
saw & revival of Rose Marie in 1946 and a breath of fresh
air inm the following year with Armie Get Your Bun
{starring Evie Hayes), White Horse Inrn, Oklahoma, and
Serng of Nerway (based on the life and music of Edvard
Grieg). In that last musical in 1990 we saw Charles
Dorring play the lead. I was to encounter him many years
later in my career. Names that remain in the memory from
those times are Don Nical (the worderful comedian who
died young), Marie Le Varre {(the flamboyant comedienne),
the dapper Edwin Styles, Marie BEremner, Joy Youlder,

Herbert Browrne and Max Oldaker.

Irn 1946 Sir Berjamin Fuller’s Company produced &
series of nive grand operas at His Majesty's and in 1948
the Natiernal Theatre Mavemert pave us The Bartered Bride,
the Flying Dutchmar and Hansel and Gretel at The
Princess, but there were no world famous names i the
casts. In those days a reserved seat in "the gods" cost

a mere four shillirngs.

Dispersing with baby sitters as cur Chris grew
clder, it was a great pleasure to take her to the theatre
with us - and she enjoyed it as much as we did. It was

i her blood tog, as time was ta show.

But the most memorable achievement in Australian
theatre during the war and immediately afterwards was the

emergence of aﬁ indigencus ballet. The Monte Carlc



Russian Ballet which we saw in Sydney in 13837, orn cur
returry from that unexpected jourrney to Brisbarne, had
whetted my appetite for this form of theatwe; and a
second comparny, called the Covent Garden Russian Ballet,
came to Melbourne in September 1338 and toured Rustralia
and New Zealand. This included Irima Barcornova, Tatiana
Riabcuchinska, Serge Bousloff and Edouard Barovansky. We
saw them at His Majesty's Theatre, but whern this company
left ir April 1933 - amid the ominous rumblings of
approaching war - some of the dancers remained in
Australia, notably Serge Bousloff, Edouard BRarovarnsky
(with their wives) and Tamara Tchinarova who later
married Australian actor Peter Finch. Borovansky and his
wife Xenia had ambitious plans to establish arn Australiawn

ballet company.

In May 1339 they set up an Academy on the first
Flooy of a buildimg irn Melbourrne’s Elizabeth Street,
above Pellegrinis religicous artifacts shop. Borovansky
was 37, berrn in Czechoslavakia, with 17 years experience
with the Paviaova and De Basil companies in Ewrope and on
taur. His wife, trairned-in Moscow, had taught ballet in

Berlin.

A young RAustralian dancer, Edna Busse, was one of
their first senior pupils and they developed a series of
hrilliant dancers, some of whom had overseas experience
already. Dorothy Stevensor, Laurel Martyn, Joan Potter,

Martin Rubirstein, Max Collis and Vassilie Trunoff were



all products of the Borovansky RAcademy - names that will

live in the memories of all ballet lovers in Australia.

In the war years the only overseas theatrical
oomparny to visit Rusfralia was the Ballet Company of
Colormel De Basil, who came in 1940 with Tamara Toumanova
and David Lichine. 6&ntal Dorati was their orchestral
coenductor and Borovansky and Retroff joined them for the

Australian touwr erding in July.

Iri those days it was a costly and time comsuming
busiress to bring & large company from Eurcpe to
Australia, complete with castumes and scenery, on a sea
jourrey of some five weeks - and the progress of the war

made such visits impossible.

We saw the apening performance of the Borovansky
Ballet at the Union Theatre, Melbaurne University, in
Jure 1942 - in aid of the Red Cross. To piarna
accempaniment they danced lLes Sylphides, Italian
Capriccic amd The Rlack Bwan with chorecgraphy by
Roravansky. The star was Edna Busse. They gave their
first professicnal performance at the Frincess Theatre

fer five nights in July 184&.

Ther J.C. Williamsorn Theatres took the company under
their wing for a programme of Australian chorecsgraphed
ballets at the Comedy Theatre in November 1943, fcllowed

by seasons ét His Majesty’s in 1944, 1945 and 1346



Tamara Tchinaraova, Dgggy Sagar and Kathleern Borham joirned
€he campany and Boravarnsky himself filled character parts
and did much «f the choreagraphy, with Dorothy Stevenson
arnd Laurel Martyr. William Constable designed mast of

the scenery and costumes.

Despite the restrictions of wartime, wher Australia
was culturally isclated from the rest of the world,
Borovarsky succeeded in gererating a school of ballet
that captured the admiration of Australia. Towring the
States and New Zealand under the barrmer of J.(C.
Williamaor Theatres, his company developed arn
appreciative audience that was te provide a fertile
grournd for the acceptarnce of cverseas companies after the
war, and the eventual development of an éustraliaﬂ Ballet
of world standard. This was the product of his
experience overseas, his imagination, his drive arnd abave
all his astonishing memory which was esserntial to the
recreation of the classical ballets im Australia. The
Boravansky Company reached a high degree of
professional ism. I have vivid recaollections of Laurel
Martyn's touching performance in Giselle, Borovansky and
Bocusloff darcing “Fopular Song" in Facade, and that
spectacular leap by Martin Rubinstein in Le Spectre de la

Rose.

after a successful toeur of Australian capital cities
and New Zealand in 1346 the Borovansky Company was

ivicorporated ir the production of Ivor Novello's The



Damcing Years, whilst retaining its separate identity.
This was a great success and a s=imilar arravngement was
they made irn Bay Resalinda ~ an English adaptation of

Jobarnn Strauss? Die Fledermaus., We saw both these

praoductions at Hie Majesty'!s.

However, this was the erd of an era.  Laurel Martyn
teft to Found the Victorianm Ballet Guild - Dorothy
Stevenson went overssas — ard Feggy Sagar left whern the
Company moved to Sydney with these two musical
proaductioves. At the end of 1947 the Borovansky Uompany
dishbarnded in New Zealand and the darncers scattered.
Borovansky himself returned to Melbourne to find an
Eriglish company ~ the Ballet Rambert — performing at The
Erinmcess Theatre under Marie Rambert and receivimg a
rapturcus reception. Their style was more irntimate thawn
that of the Russiar and Borovarnshy companies, but
delightful., We saw them in Octaober 1347 ard Jaruary
1948, When the Ballet Rambert retwwned to England
Margaret Scott, Rex Reid, Joyce Graeme and Brenda Hamlyn
1eft that comparny to remain in Australia as part of the
rigw Naticwmal Theatre BRallet Company under the barmer of

Sertrude Johrnsor.

Rut as far as I am corncerned, the mame Rorovanshy

3

will always bg sywnonynmous with Ballet irve Austeralia.



